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REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of 
West  Bridgewater  respectfully  submit  the  following  report, 
showing  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  said  town  for  the 
year  ending  March  1,  1860  :  — 


RECEIPTS. 


Balance  in  the  treasury,  March  1,  1859,  $3,281  70 
The  amount  of  the  state,  county,  and 

town  taxes,  for  1859,  .  .  .  5,354  24 
The  amount  of  the  school-house  tax, 

for  1859,  in  District  No.  2,  .  .  426  56 
The  amount  of  the  school-house  tax, 

for  1859,  in  District  No.  7,  .  .  104  60 
The  income  of  the  Massachusetts  school 

fund,   76  86 

The  amount  received  for  dog  licenses,  78  00 
Received  from  the  town  of  Stoughton, 

for  the  support  of  Sampson  D.  Talbut,        26  00 


$9,347  96 


EXPENDITURES. 

State  tax  of  1859,     ....  $279  00 

County  tax  of  1859, .       .       .       .  788  35 

Support  of  the  poor  in  the  alms-house,  183  14 
Support  of  the  poor  of  this  town,  out 

of  the  alms-house,  .  .  .  48  69 
Support  of  Jacob  Talbut  and  Sampson 

D.  Talbut,  who  belong  to  Stoughton,  31  50 

Entertaining  three  destitute  travellers,  1  25 


$1,331  93 
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Support  of  Schools,  viz. : 
To  District  No.  1,     .       .       .       .    $317  54 


"  No.  2, 

<<  .  No.  3, 

"  No.  4, 

"  No.  5, 

"  No.  6, 

«  No.  7, 

"  No.  8, 
Union  District, 


211  00 

198  30 
86  25 
141  00 
108  68 
116  62 
127  17 
178  05 


$1,484  59 


Repairs  of  Highways,  by  the  Appropriation  of 
1858. 


By  Benj.  Howard,  in  Dist.  No.  1, 

.     $48  53 

"  Josiah  Q.  Hartwell,  " 

No.  2, 

77  38 

"  Andrew  B.  Holmes,  " 

No.  3, 

61  99 

u  Nathan  Copeland,  " 

No.  4, 

45  57 

"  Thomas  Ames,  " 

No.  5, 

41  19 

"  Barnabas  Dunbar,  ft 

No.  6, 

52  60 

$327  26 

Repairs  of  Highways,  by  the  Appropriation  of 
1859. 


By  Amasa  Howard,  in  Dist.  No.  1, 


Shepherd  L.  Pratt, 
Lewis  Ryder, 
Pardon  Copeland, 
Thomas  Ames, 
Davis  Alger, 


No.  2, 
No.  3, 
No.  4, 
No.  5, 
No.  6, 


$157  05 
118  18 
135  73 
112  03 
103  00 
82  03 

$708  02 


$1,035  28 


Work  and  Materials  on  Roads,  by  special  Appro- 
priations. 

To  Barnabas  Dunbar,  for  completing  a 

section  of  the  Jerusalem  road,  .  $51  00 
To  Jonas  Hartwell,  for  a  section  do.,      27  30 


Amount  carried  forward,  .       .     $78  30 
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Amount  brought  forward,   .       .    $78  80 

To  Bradford  Snell,  for  a  section  do.,    .       23  80 

To  Martin  Hayward,  for  gravel  for  do.,       15  75 

To  Wm.  Alger,  for  building  a  section 

of  road,  near  Michael  Sullivan's,      .       19  60 

To  Barnabas  Dunbar,  for  work  on  the 

Swamp  Road,        .       .       .  36  40 

To  John  M.  Lothrop,  for  do.  do.,        .      80  76 

To  John  L.  Hayward,  for  grading,  &c, 
a  section  of  road,  south  of  Josiah 
Richards's,  28  50 

To  Richard  Thayer,  for  gravelling  do.,       36  80 

To  Luther  Richards,  for  gravel  do.,     .         5  00 

To  Joseph  Kingman,  for  moving  and 
enlarging  a  bridge,  and  grading  a 
section  of  road  near  Daniel  Reed's, 
also  a  section  near  Joshua  T.  Ryder's,       83  00 

To  George  D.  Ryder,  for  gravelling  a 

section  of  road  near  his  house,       .       37  17 

To  Jacob  H.  Crossman,  for  carting  gra- 
vel and  cinders,  do.,  do.,         .       .       41  66 

To  Joseph  Kingman,  for  gravel  for  do., 

and  mowing  bushes,       .        .       .         7  90 

To  John  S.  Dunbar,  for  carting  43£ 
cords  of  stones,  and  38  cords  of  gra- 
vel from  Bull's  Hole,  and  30  cords 
do.  from  W.  Caldwell's,  on  to  the  road 
near  Daniel  Reed's,       .       .       .     184  68 

To  Amasa  Howard,  for  carting  5  cords 

of  stones  do.,         .       .       .       .       10  00 

To  Ephraim  T.  Snell,  for  carting  12 

cords  do.  do.,         .       .        .  24  00 

To  J.  Howard,  for  carting  13  cords  do.,       18  20 

To  Samuel  Wilbur,  of  Raynham,  for 

piece  of  land,  for  gravel,        .       .       75  00 

For  gravel  purchased  by  surveyors,  not 

included  in  the  general  order,  .       .        9  70 

  $816  22 

School-house  Taxes. 

Part  of  the  school-house  taxes  for  1856, 

1857,  and  1858,  in  District  No.  1,  .    $208  00 

Amount  carried  forward,  .       .    $208  00 
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Amount  brought  forward,  .  $208  00 
Balance  of  the  school-house  tax,  for 

1857,  in  District  No.  2,  12  83 

Part  of  the  school-house  tax,  for  1859, 

in  District  No.  2,  .  .  .  .  257  59 
Part  of  the  school-house  tax,  of  1853, 

in  District  No.  4,  .  .  .  .  75 
Part  of  the  school-house  tax,  of  1859, 

in  district  No.  7,  .       .       .       .       74  27 

  $553  44 


The  Treasurer  has  also  paid  the  following  Incidental 
Expenses,  viz. :  — 

The  General  Order  of  1859,  as  re- 
ported by  the  Auditing  Committee  : 
To  Caleb  Howard,  for  tolling  a  bell  at 

7  deaths,  $3  50 

To  J.  W.  Colwell,  for  tolling  a  bell  at 
1  death,  50  cts. ;  and  for  the  care  and 
heating  the  Town  Hall,  for  a  meeting 
of  the  county  commissioners,  $2.00,  2  50 
To  Austin  Packard,  for  1£  days  making 
general  order,  assignment  of  non- 
resident lands,  and  perambulating 
Raynham  Line,  $2.25 ;  for  3  J  days  on 
school-house  tax,  in  Dist.  No.  1, 
$5.25  ;  for  3J  days  at  the  alms-house, 
and  on  alms-house  accounts,  $5.25  ; 
for  2J  days  on  voters'  lists,  and  mak- 
ing warrant  and  copies,  &c,  for  town 
meetings,  $3.75  ;  for  three  days  on 
accounts,  and  settling  with  the  trea- 
surer, $4.50 ;  for  4 J  days  on  the  re- 
port of  the  selectmen,  getting  it 
printed  and  correcting  proof,  $6.75  ; 
for  two  days  finishing  the  reports, 
and  other  business  incident  to  his 
office,  $3.00,   30  75 

To  Thompson  B.  Caldwell,  for  one  day 
taking  account  of  stock  in  the  alms- 
house,  $1  50 


Amount  carried  forward,  # 


$1  50 
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Amount  brought  forward,  . 
For  13 J  days  as  School  Committee,  . 
For  making  the  Report  of  School  Com- 
mittee, .       .  . 
For  making  Report  to  Sec'y  of  State,  . 

To  Ira  Bailey,  for         days  as  School 
Committe,  ..... 
For  printing  blank  certificates,  . 

To  Job  Bartlett,  for  going  with  the 
hearse  to  thirteen  funerals  of  persons 
interred  in  town,  .... 

For  going  with  hearse  to  two  funerals 
of  persons  interred  out  of  town, 

For  taking  care  of  the  hearse,  . 


To  Thomas  Pratt,  for  constable  service, 
For  postage,  . 


To  James  Copeland,  for  four  days  as 
Road  Committee,  and  cash  paid  Sur- 
veyor, .        .       .        .        .  . 

For  one  day  at  Plymouth  and  expenses, 
For  other  service  incident  to  his  office 
as  Selectman  and  Overseer  of  the 
Poor,  ...... 


To  Geo.  D.  Ryder,  for  six  days  attend 

ing  meetings  of  the  Selectmen, 
For  If  days  viewing  roads, 
For  other  service  as  Selectman,  . 


To  James  Howard,  for  six  days  attend- 
ing meetings  of  the  Selectmen, 
For  23 i  days  on  the  valuation  and  taxes, 

Amount  carried  forward,  . 


$1  50 

20  2b 

S  00 

1  50 

$26  2b 

$30  75 

2  50 


$33  2b 


$13  00 

3  2b 
3  00 


$19  2b 

$4  30 
24 


$i  54 


$8  00 
3  00 


5  50 


$16  50 

$9  00 
1  87 
3  75 

$14  62 

$9  00 
35  2b 


$44  25 
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Amount  brouglit  forward,        .      $44  25 
For  one  day  perambulating  Town  Line, 

and  on  various  papers,    .       .        .         1  50 
For  1£  days  on  voters'  lists,  and  war- 
rant and  copies  for  Town  Meeting,  .         2  25 
For  11  i  days  adjusting  papers  and  ac- 
counts, and  various  other  duties  as 
Selectman  and  Overseer  of  the  Poor,        17  25 
For  service  as  Committee  on  New  Road,         5  50 
For  service  as  Town  Clerk,        .        .       26  75 


$97  50 


To  Albert  Copeland,  Jr.,  for  six  days 

attending  meetings  of  the  Selectmen,  $9  00 

For  two  days  on  the  valuation,   .        .  3  00 

For  one  day  perambulating  Town  Lines,  1  50 

For  one  day  on  roads,        .        .        .  1  50 

For  going  to  Raynham  and  Taunton,  .  2  00 
For  conveying  Martha  Tribou  to  the 

Hospital,   2  00 

For  3J  days  on  various  duties  as  Se- 
lectman and  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  5  25 
For  recording  a  deed  at  Taunton,       .  42 
For  service  as  Committee  on  Accounts,  1  00 


*£5  67 


To  Nahum  Snell,  for  service  as  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts,       .        .        .        $1  00 

To  Lewis  G.  Howard,  for  service  as 

Committee  on  Accounts,        .        .  75 

To  Luther  Richards,  for  49^  cords  of 

gravel,  ......         7  22 

$8  97 

The  general  order  amounting  to,    .    $289  54 

Printing  Reports  for  the  year  1859,   .      $32  80 

Printing  posters  and  advertising,        .  1  50 

For  half  the  expense  of  renewing  the 
marks  on  the  line,  between  this 
Town  and  North  Bridgewater,        .         2  25 

For  Valuation,  and  other  Blank  Books 

and  paper,     .       .       .       .       .        15  18 

Amount  carried  forward,  .       .      $5 1  73 
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Amount  brought  forward,  . 
For  express  and  postage,  . 
For  a  ballot  box, 

For  expenses  of  two  journeys  to  Boston 
one  to  New  Bedford,  one  to  Ply 
mouth,  and  some  other  horse-hire 
For  repairing  road  scrapers, 
For  an  orchard  on  the  Town  Farm, 
For  the  use  of  the  Town  Hall,  for  the 
year  ending  April  7,  1859, 


$51 
1 


73 
99 
00 


49 
00 
75 


40  00 


The  Treasurer  has  also  been  credited  with  the  fol- 
lowing sums,  viz. : 

Six  per  cent,  discount  on  the  State, 

County,  and  Town  taxes  of  1859,   $321  25 

Six  per  cent,  discount  on  the  school- 
house  tax  for  1859,  in  District  No.  2,        25  59 

Six  per  cent,  discount  on  the'  school- 
house  tax  for  1859,  in  District  No.  7,         6  27 

Sundry  abatements  on  the  school-house 
taxes,  for  1856,  1857,  and  1858,  in 
District  No.  1,  .       .       .       18  85 

Sundry  abatements  on  the  school -house 

tax  for  1859,  in  District  No.  2,  3  92 

Sundry  abatements  on  the  school-house 

tax  for  1859,  in  District  No.  7,  1  90 

Sundry  abatements  on  the  State,  Coun- 
ty, and  Town  taxes,  for  1856,  1857, 
1858,  and  1859,    .       .       .       .       76  39 


$115  96 


$454  17 


The  foregoing  expenses  and  credits  amount  to,       $6,081  13 


Leaving  a  balance  this  day  due  from  the  Treasu- 
rer of,  ...... 


$8,266.83 


The  Treasury  will  be  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  remainder  of 
last  year's  appropriation  for  schools,  viz. :  — 

To  District  No.  1,  ....  $143  02 
*'       "    No.  2,    .       .       .       .  77  31 


Amount  carried  forward,  .       .    $220  33 


10 


Amount  brought  forward, 
To  District  No.  3, 
"  No.  4, 
"  No.  5, 
"  No.  7, 
"  No.  8, 
Union  District, 


$220  S3 
45  48 
111  01 
113  03 
128  47 
11  35 
222  72 


The  remainder  of  last  year's  appropriation  for 
repairing  the  Highways,  vis. :  — 


To  District  No.  1,  Amasa  Howard,  Sur- 
veyor, ...... 

To  District  No.  2,  Shepherd  L.  Pratt, 

Surveyor,  . 
To  District  No.  3,  Lewis  Ryder,  Surveyor, 
"      "    No.  4,  Pardon  Copeland,  " 
"      "    No.  5,  Thomas  Ames,  " 
"      "    No.  6,  Davis  Alger,  " 


The  remainder  of  the  school-house  taxes 
of  1856,  1857,  and  1858,  in  District 
No.  1,  

The  remainder  of  the  school-house  taxes 
of  1859,  in  District  No.  2, 

The  remainder  of  the  school-house  tax  of 
1853,  in  District  No.  4,  . 

The  remainder  of  school-house  tax  for 
1859,  in  District  No.  7,  . 

For  the  use  of  the  Town  Hall,  for  the 
year  ending  April  7,  1860, 

The  remainder  of  the  salary  of  the 
keeper  of  the  alms-house,  for  the  cur- 
rent year,  


Amounting  to 


$42  95 

56  82 
64  27 
37  97 
47  00 
42  97 


$154  67 
189  46 
5  16 
22  16 


$40  00 


62  50 


$852  39 


$291  98 


$321  45 


$102  50 
$1,568  32 


On  payment  of  the  last-named  amount,  the  balance  in  the 
Treasury  will  be  reduced  to  $1,696  51,  which  will  be  subject  to 
its  usual  demands  and  losses. 
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EXPENSES  AND  RECEIPTS  FOR  THE  ALMS-HOUSE  ESTA- 
BLISHMENT, FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  1,  18G0. 

Expenses. 


Inventory  of  property  on  hand,  March  1, 

1859,   $855  66 

Flour  and  grain,   $95  73 

Meat  and  provisions,     .       .       .  29  84 

W.  I.  goods,  groceries,  and  seeds,          .  50  22 

Clothing,   26  20 

Farming  tools,  and  repairs  of  do.    .       .  9  00 

Furniture,  and  household  articles,   .       .  5  00 
Smith  work  (mostly  previous  to  March  1, 

1859),   5  53 

Tobacco  and  snuff,        .       .       .       .  5  59 

Soap,   6  55 

Stock,   60  00 

Sawing  boards,   8  62 

Physician's  bill,   20  25 

Horse  and  wagon  hire,  .       .       .       .  7  60 

Funeral  expenses,         .       .       .       .  9  75 

Labor  hired  on  the  farm,       ...  30  75 

Sundry  articles  and  expenses  not  named,  7  63 

Elijah  Hancock's  wages  for  a  half  year,  .  62  50 

Lloyd  Howard's  do.,  do.,       .       .  62  50 
Interest  on  the  cost  of  the  farm,  $2341.31, 

at  6  per  cent,   140  57 

Do.,  do.,  of  the  buildings,  $600.00,  at  9 

per  cent,   54  00 


Do.,  do.,  of  furniture  and  farming  tools, 

$253.49,  at  10  per  cent,    ...     25  34 

  $722  67 


$1,578  33 

Receipts. 

For  13,740  lbs.  of  hay,        .       .       .  $124  46 

"   5  calves,   40  60 

"   stock,    54  50 

"   1  hide,  3  67 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$223  23 
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Amount  brought  forward,  . 

$223  23 

For  beef,  ...... 

8  90 

44   butter,  cheese,  lard,  &c, 

55  82 

"   eggs  and  vegetables, 

5  21 

"   lumber,  ..... 

35  57 

"   labor  and  team  work,  done  off  the 

farm,  ..... 

23  62 

"   board  of  Rowena  Keith,  from  North 

Bridgewater,  .... 

2  00 

"   due  from  Boston  for  George  Dewire, 

4  00 

Inventory  of  property  on  hand,  March  1, 

1860,   

741  54 

  $1,099  89 

For  the  support  of  Paupers  out  of  the  Almshouse  there  has  been 
paid,  — 

For  the  support  of  Sarah  Ann  Pike,  at 

North  Bridgewater,    .       .       .     19  66 
"   the  support  of  Sarah  James  and  child- 
ren, at  Easton,  .       .       .       .       9  34 
"   the  support  of  Martha  Tribou,  at  the 

Insane  Hospital,  Taunton,    .       .      17  44 
"   moving  Susan  Brett  to  the  almshouse,       2  25 

  $48  69 

Besides  $31.50,  which  has  been  paid  for  the  support  of  Jacob 
Talbot  jr.,  and  Sampson  D.  Talbot,  who  belong  to  the  town  of 
Stoughton ;  a  part  of  which  has  been  received  of  said  town,  and 
the  remainder  is  charged  to  said  town. 

The  expenditures  for  the  support  of  the 
almshouse  establishment  exceed  the  re- 
ceipts, as  herein  estimated,  to  the  amount 
of   .       .       .     ^  .       .       .       .  $478  44 

Adding  the  amount  paid  for  the  support  of 
paupers  out  of  the  almshouse,  whose 
settlement  is  in  this  town,    .       .  48  69 

The  whole  cost  of  supporting  the  poor, 
both  in  and  out  of  the  almshouse,  by 
the  above  estimate,  appears  to  have  been,    $527  13 

Present  number  of  paupers  in  the  almshouse,  7 ;  average 
number  therein,  6TV? ;  whole  number  of  weeks,  358£ ;  cost  of 
each  per  week,  $1.33£§§. 
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Inventory  of  Property  on  Jiand,  March  1,  1860. 


2  oxen,  . 
6  cows, 

3  swine,  . 
8  tons  of  English  hay 

2\  tons  meadow  do., 

4  bushels  of  barley, 
2  v  "  beans, 

1  tyV'  potatoes 

10  fowls,  . 

16  lbs.  butter, 

40  "  lard, 

20  "  tallow, 

20  "  candles, 
235  "  ham, 
400  "  pork, 
250  "  beef, 
1  bbl.  soap, 
West  India  goods,  and  meal, 
100  loads  of  manure,  . 


$125  00 
175  00 
12  00 
152  00 

25 
4 
4 


00 
00 
00 


25  00 


00 
00 
60 
00 
00 


2 

3 

25  85 
48  00 
20  00 
3  00 
7  09 
100  00 


$744  54 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIQUOR  AGENCY. 


The  town  had  invested  in  the  agency, 
March  1,  1859,  the  sum  of  $100,  viz., 
Amount  of  liquors  on  hand,  . 
Cash  capital,  


35  00 
65  00 


$100  00 


Amount  of  liquors  bought  during  the  year,    311  11 
Making  the  amount  of  liquors  in  the  agency 

during  the  year,       ....  $356  11 

Amount  of  liquors  on  hand,  March  1,1860,   $40  00 
Leaving  the  cost  of  the  liquors  sold  during 
the  year,   $316  11 
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Amount  of  sales  during  the  year,  . 
From  which  deduct  the  first  cost  of  liquors 


Leaves  the  net  profits  of  the  Agency, 

Heretofore,  the  town  has  not  received  in- 
terest on  their  investment ;  this  year  we 
have  deducted  the  interest,  $6,  which 
leaves  the  agent's  salary  to  be,  . 

And  the  town's  investment,  M  arch  1, 1860,  $106 


316  11 


JAMES  HOWARD, 
ALBERT  COPELAND,  Jr., 
GEORGE  D.  RYDER, 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK. 


Intentions  of  Marriage  recorded  in  West  Bridgewater,  from  Jan. 
1,  1859,  to  Jan.  1,  1860. 


No. 

Date. 

Names  of  Groom  and  Bride. 

1 

Jan. 

24, 

Andrew  W.  Perkins  and  Irene  Morse. 

2 

Feb. 

8, 

John  Eaton  jr.' and  Lavinia  Whiting. 

3 

Feb. 

27, 

Frederic  W.  Shaw  and  Rosa  Rosetta  Winship. 

4 

March  1, 

Seba  H.  Marshall  and  Belle  E.  Flagg. 

5 

April 

20, 

George  L.  Johnson  and  Ellen  P.  Graves. 

6 

May 

Nelson  R.  Hobbs  and  Mercena  Eaton. 

7 

May  19, 

George  Poole  and  Mary  A.  Smith. 

8 

May 

28, 

Hiram  Colwell  and  Ruth  Shnrtleff. 

9 

July 

21, 

Austia  Packard  and  Charlotte  Ames. 

10 

July 

28, 

Albert  Copeland  jr.  and  Mary  A.  Tinkham. 

11 

Aug. 

2, 

Jasper  N.  Staples  and  Adeline  Tirrell. 

12 

Aug. 

11, 

Josiah  Otis  and  Myra  Ann  Millett. 

13 

Oct. 

1, 

Daniel  H.  Holbrook  and  A.  Louisa  Dunbar. 

14 

Oct. 

1, 

Mark  W.  Dunbar  and  Laura  Leonard. 

15 

Oct. 

27, 

John  W.  Worcester  and  Harriet  A.  Millett. 

16 

Nov. 

10, 

William  Q.  Snell  and  Lavina  F.  Young. 

17 

Nov. 

19, 

Joseph  II.  Bullard  and  Mary  Ann  Howard. 

18 

Dec. 

27, 

Thomas  O'Niel  and  Marberry  Queeney. 

19 

Dec. 

31, 

Hiram  Howard  and  Hellen  W.  Fobes. 

The  number  of  births  recorded  in  West  Bridgewater,  from 
Jan.  1, 1859,  to  Jan.  1,  I860,  is  53. 
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Deaths  registered  in  West  Bridgewater  from  January  1,  1859, 
to  January  1,  1860. 


No. 

Date. 

1. 

Jan.  1. 

2. 

April  5. 

3. 

April  22. 

4. 

April  23. 

5. 

May  30. 

6. 

June  4. 

7. 
8. 

June  12. 

June  29. 

9. 

July  22. 

10. 

July  23. 

11. 

Aug.  23. 

12. 

Aug.  24. 

13. 

Sept.  2. 

14. 

Sept.  22. 

15. 

Sept.  23. 

16. 

Sept.  24. 

17. 

Sept.  24. 

18. 

Oct.  21. 

19. 

Oct.  29. 

20. 

Oct.  31. 

21. 

Nov.  4. 

22. 

Nov.  9. 

23. 

Dec.  16. 

24. 

Dec.  26. 

Simon  Kenney,  

Lentha  Snell,  

Walter  Hartwell,... 

Alice  Ames,  

Edmund  D.  Howard 
Sarah  Howard,.. 
Anne  W.  Richards,. 

Jeremiah  Lucy,  

Edmund  Howard,. . , 

Levi  Talbut,  

Annis  Perkins,  

Henry  A.  Williams,. 

Seth  Copeland,.  

Alice  Lumbert,  

Sylva  Jane  Richards 
Jonathan  Snell...... 

Fidelia  M.  Bailey,.., 

Susan  Brett,  

Arthur  Leonard,.... 

Joanna  Seaver,  

Margaret  Thornell,. 
Eunice  A.  Copeland,. 

John  Buckley,  

James  O.  Stetson, . . . 


Yrs, 


Mos.  Days. 


Disease. 


Consumption. 

Influenza. 

Lung  Fever. 

Old  Age. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Erysipelas  and  Old  Age. 

Lung  Fever. 

Consumption. 

Dropsy. 

Disease  of  the  Heart. 
Old  Age. 

Concussion  by  Railroad  Cars. 

Consumption. 

Dysentery. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Paralysis. 

Cholera  Infantum. 

Cancer. 

Whooping  Cough  and  Cholera 

Infantum. 
Paralysis.  [.'... 
Croup. 

Consumption. 

Consumption.  ' .  -  ) 

Scirrus  Stomach. 


JAMES  HOWARD,   Town  Clerk. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF 

WEST    BRIDGE  WATER. 


I 

In  submitting  'their  annual  report,  the  School  Committee 
will  speak  first  of 

SCHOOLS  AND  TEACHERS. 

A  school  is  not  necessarily  good  or  bad  because  its  teacher 
is  competent  or  incompetent.  Its  success  or  failure  depends 
not  wholly  upon  the  teacher.  Other  parties  are  responsible. 
Parents  and  scholars  have  an  influence  to  exert,  a  work  to  do ; 
and  no  teacher  can  keep  a  perfectly  successful  school,  without 
their  co-operation.  The  disgrace  of  failure  usually,  not  always, 
belongs  about  equally  to  parents,  scholars,  and  teacher ;  but 
frequently,  for  self-justification,  parents  and  scholars  magnify 
the  teacher's  faults,  and  heap  upon  him  the  dishonor  which 
should  be  equally  distributed.  If  parents  and  scholars  would 
labor  as  zealously  to  compensate  for  the  teacher's  defects,  as 
they  often  do  to  expose  them,  we  should  very  seldom  have 
poor  schools.  Fault-finding  will  do  much  towards  counteract- 
ing the  faithful  labors  of  the  best  teacher  ;  while  cheerful  co- 
operation, good  counsel,  and  frequent  encouragement,  will 
"  cover,"  if  not  remove,  "  a  multitude  of"  imperfections. 

We  wish  not  to  convey  the  impression  that  there  has  been 
any  unusual  negligence  or  opposition,  the  past  year  :  the  con- 
trary, we  believe,  is  true.  Our  object  is  to  arouse  all  to  effi- 
cient, harmonious  action ;  believing  in  this  way  only  perfect 
success  can  be  attained.  The  committee  have  no  failures  to 
report.  In  their  opinion,  no  money  has  been  spent  in  vain 
The  teachers  all  labored  faithfully,  and  earned  well  their 
wages.  Many  of  them  deserved  more  than  they  received. 
2 
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May  Heaven  reward  them  !  Though  none  failed,  some  were 
more  successful  than  others  ;  as  may  be  readily  inferred  from 
the  following  detailed  account  of  the  several  schools :  — 

District  No.  1. 

Miss  Katherine  L.  Dunbar,  of  this  town,  taught  the  gram- 
mar department,  in  summer.  She  brought  to  her  work  much 
experience,  and  a  good  reputation,  which  raised  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  committee  so  high  that,  at  first,  they  were  some 
disappointed.  There  seemed  to  be  great  want  of  activity  and 
interest ;  but  the  examination  was  quite  satisfactory,  —  better 
than  the  previous  appearance  of  the  school  promised. 

The  primary  department,  in  summer,  was  in  charge  of  Miss 
Fannie  E.  Mitchell,  of  Milford  ;  who  was  well  qualified,  by 
nature  and  culture,  for  her  station.  There  seemed  to  be  mu- 
tual love  between  teacher  and  pupils.  The  order  was  excel- 
lent, the  progress  commendable,  the  examination  highly 
satisfactory.  It  was  with  regret  that  the  committee  were  un- 
able to  secure  Miss  Mitchell's  services  in  the  winter. 

She  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Julia  A.  Townsend,  a  resident 
of  the  district,  who  labored  as  assiduously  as  her  predecessor  'y 
but,  being  inexperienced,  and  failing  to  win  the  respect  of 
some  of  her  scholars,  and  the  hearty  co-operation  of  their  pa- 
rents, she  was  less  successful,. —  particularly  in  government. 
Some  of  the  scholars  appeared  careless,  indifferent,  inattentive, 
and  disrespectful,  both  in  and  out  of  the  school-room.  We 
are  happy  to  say  that  the  conduct  of  most  of  them  was  much 
better,  and  that,  in  spite  of  some  rude  boys,  the  school  was 
tolerably  successful. 

The  grammar  department  (usually  kept  in  winter  by  a  male 
teacher)  was,  this  term,  in  charge  of  Miss  Roxellana  Howard, 
of  Cochesett.  Seldom  has  the  school  enjoyed  a  more  success- 
ful term.  In  Miss  Howard  are  combined  many  elements  es- 
sential to  the  good  teacher.  Possessing  a  generous  culture, 
an  excellent  judgment,  and  winning  manners,  with  great  per- 
severance, she  could  hardly  fail  to  keep  a  good  school.  With 
very  few  exceptions,  the  scholars  acted  well  their  part ;  com- 
plying cheerfully  with  the  teacher's  wishes. 

District  No.  2. 

This  school,  summer  and  winter,  as  well  as  a  part  of  the  pre- 
vious term,  was  taught  by  Miss  Susan  Howard,  of  North 
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Bridgewater,  who  appeared  to  feel  at  home  in  the  school-room, 
and  to  be  well  qualified  to  instruct  and  interest  young  child- 
ren, of  whom  her  school  was  principally  composed.  She  won 
the  good-will  of  her  scholars,  and,  in  the  main,  was  quite  suc- 
cessful. She  is  less  successful  in  teaching  reading  than  other 
branches  ;  being,  apparently,  unable  to  distinguish  and  give 
the  proper  inflections. 

District  No.  3. 

Taught  in  summer  by  Miss  J.  A.  Packard,  of  North  Bridge- 
water,  who,  with  more  experience  and  self-confidence,  will 
doubtless  make  an  efficient  teacher.  The  school  was  greatly 
deficient  in  vivacity  ;  both  teacher  and  pupils  appearing  diffi- 
dent. The  teacher  was  faithful,  the  scholars  respectful,  and 
generally  studious :  hence  the  progress  was  good,  though  not 
well  indicated  by  the  examination ;  the  scholars  failing  to  speak 
distinctly,  promptly,  confidently,  and  some  of  the  best  being 
absent  on  account  of  sickness. 

In  winter,  this  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Emilie  B.  Reed, 
of  West  Bridgewater,  who  is  so  well  known  as  an  instructress, 
that  nothing  need  be  said  of  her,  except  that  she  maintained 
her  former  reputation.  She^infused  some  life  into  the  school ; 
still  there  appeared,  in  a  less  degree,  the  want  of  energy  no- 
ticed in  the  summer. 

District  No.  4. 

This  school  was  in  charge  of  Miss  Caroline  Howard,  of 
West  Bridgewater  ;  who,  being  young  and  inexperienced, 
and  having  been  a  schoolmate  of  some  of  her  pupils,  succeeded 
quite  as  well  as  could  have  been  expected.  A  little  more 
voice,  on  the  part  of  both  teacher  and  scholars,  especially  the 
latter,  would  have  improved  the  appearance  of  the  school  very 
much,  and  rendered  the  examination  more  satisfactory.  We 
regarded  the  school  as  ordinarily  successful ;  which,  under 
the  circumstances,  must  be  encouraging  to  the  teacher. 

District  No.  5. 

Taught,  summer  and  winter,  by  Miss  Hattie  F.  Perkins,  of 
this  town,  —  a  graduate  of  the  Normal  School  at  Bridgewater. 
She  manifested  a  want  of  energy,  which,  perhaps,  was  owing 
to  poor  health  ;  and  hence  did  not  infuse  into  her  school  the 
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interest  and  life  necessary  to  the  highest  success.  The  school 
was  a  difficult  one,  evidently  not  having  been  properly  trained 
by  previous  teachers.  At  first  it  was  very  disorderly  and 
noisy  ;  but  a  constant,  gradual  improvement  in  conduct  was 
noticed.  Some  of  the  scholars  were  respectful,  obedient,  kind, 
and  studious  ;  a  few  were  indolent,  but  more  were  roguish. 
Many  of  them  spoke  so  low  and  indistinct  as  to  be  heard  with 
great  difficulty,  when  heard  at  all.  In  this  we  could  detect 
no  improvement.  In  other  respects,  we  think  something  was 
accomplished. 

District  No.  6 

Is  in  union  with  District  No.  3  in  East  Bridgewater,  and  this 
year  in  the  care  of  the  committee  of  that  town. 

District  No.  7. 

Miss  Martha  Copeland,  of  West  Bridgewater,  taught  this 
school  last  year,  and  gave  so  good  satisfaction  that  it  was 
again  placed  under  her  care.  Miss  Copeland  has  the  natural 
qualifications  for  an  excellent  teacher,  and,  with  better  prepa- 
ration, might  maintain  a  high  standing  in  her  profession.  She 
is  too  much  confined  to  text-books  and  a  regular  routine  of 
exercises  ;  interspersing  too  few  anecdotes,  illustrations,  and 
oral  instruction,  to  maintain  a  lively  interest,  and  break  up  the 
tedious  monotony  too  common  in  schools. 

Her  school  was  too  heterogeneous,  large,  tardy,  and  irregu- 
lar in  attendance,  to  make  rapid  progress.  The  number  of 
scholars  was  58  ;  the  average  attendance  but  39.  The  aggre- 
gate tardiness  was  775, —  averaging  over  13  to  a  scholar  dur- 
ing the  term.  The  school,  though  tolerable,  was  not,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  committee,  what  a  New  England  village 
school  ought  to  be. 

District  No.  8. 

Truly  "the  last  shall  be  first."  This  school,  both  summer 
and  winter,  we  marked  as  No.  1  in  point  of  excellence.  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Brown,  of  Mansfield,  the  summer  teacher,  was  an 
excellent  reader,  and  was  well  imitated  by  her  scholars.  In 
nothing,  perhaps,  was  the  school  inferior ;  while  in  reading  we 
think  it  excelled. 


21 


The  most  successful  term  in  town,  this  year,  was  taught 
here,  in  the  winter,  by  Miss  Mary  J.  Alden,  of  Abington. 
Not  a  person,  so  far  as  your  committee  could  learn,  was  at  all 
dissatisfied  with  the  school.  There  was  evidently  a  strong  at- 
tachment between  teacher  and  pupils,  which  made  their  work 
pleasant  and  profitable.  Though  this  school  is  not  the  most 
advanced,  it  has  a  good  foundation  on  which  to  build  a  noble 
superstructure. 

Union  District. 

Districts  4  and  7  unite  in  the  winter,  forming  the 
Union  School.  It  is  still  in  operation,  and  will  be  examined 
the  twenty -third  of  March.  The  committee  were  fortunate  in 
securing  the  services  of  Mr.  Alfred  Bunker,  of  Nantucket,  a 
recent  graduate  of  the  Bridgewater  Normal  School,  under 
whose  care  the  school  has  been  brought  into  good  condition, 
and  is  doing  well.  An  assistant  teacher  is  much  needed.  Mr. 
Bunker  works  assiduously,  early  and  late,  but  is  unable  to 
perform  all  the  labor  needed  in  the  school. 

SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

For  the  accommodation  of  the  assistant  teacher  which  we 
recommend  the  Union  District  to  employ  hereafter,  a  com- 
fortable room  might  be  fitted  up  either  in  the  basement  of  the 
Union  School-House,  or  over  the  hall. 

We  are  happy  to  report  the  school-houses  in  Nos.  1,  2,  3, 
and  5,  in  good  condition,  commodious  and  pleasant.  That  in 
No.  4  is  tolerable,  and  answers  very  well  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  used, — a  summer  school.  The  house  in  No.  8 
needs  extending.  There  is  no  room  on  the  floor  for  a  class, 
none  for  visitors,  and  but  very  little  for  the  teacher,  —  hardly 
enough  for  suitable  respiration.  Besides  enlarging  and  re- 
pairing, we  would  invite  the  district  to  consider  the  subject  of 
putting  in  new  seats. 

In  District  No.  7  is  the  poorest  school-house  in  town. 
Where  we  should  naturally  look  for  the  best,  —  a  model  — 
stands  one  which  is  no  ornament  or  honor  to  the  place ;  how- 
ever good  a  representative  it  may  be.  We  regret  that  so  much 
was  expended  upon  it  last  year,  as  it  is  still  very  far  from 
what  a  New  England  village  school-house  ought  to  be.  If, 
as  many  suppose,  a  scholar's  mind  is  modeled  after  the  room 
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in  which  he  lives  and  studies,  the  importance  of  spacious,  mi- 
scarred,  and  unpolluted  school-houses  is  very  obvious. 

IRREGULAR  ATTENDANCE  AND  TARDINESS. 

"We  invite  all  to  a  diligent  comparison  of  the  two  columns 
in  the  table,  denoting  the  whole  number  of  scholars,  and  the 
average  attendance  ;  and  to  set  themselves  to  work  earnestly 
to  bring  the  average  attendance,  hereafter,  up  very  nearly  to 
the  number  of  scholars. 

We  have  not  reported  the  tardiness  ;  but  could  we  transfer 
to  this  page  the  many  long  columns  of  tardy  marks  which 
may  be  seen  in  most  of  the  registers,  they  would  speak  more 
forcibly  than  words.  Absenteeism  and  tardiness  are  among 
the  worst  evils  our  schools  have  to  contend  with.  Parents, 
we  call  upon  you  to  remove  these  clogs  ;  to  you  belongs  this 
work. 

LENGTH  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  following  act  was  approved  by  the  governor,  April  6, 
1859,  and  is  now  in  force  :  "  In  every  town  in  the  common- 
wealth, there  shall  be  kept,  for  at  least  six  months  in  each 
year,  at  the  expense  of  said  town,  by  a  teacher  or  teachers  of 
competent  ability  and  good  morals,  a  sufficient  number  of 
schools  for  the  instruction  of  all  the  children  who  may  legally 
attend  public  school  therein."  Any  town  which  refuses  to 
comply  with  this  law  "  shall  forfeit  a  sum  equal  to  twice  the 
highest  sum  which  had  ever  before  been  voted  for  the  support 
of  schools  therein."  In  compliance  with  the  above  act,  the 
schools  have  been  kept/  six  months  the  present  year,  which 
has  taken  so  much  money  that,  in  some  districts,  there  is  not 
enough  left  for  the  summer  schools  ;  as  will  be  seen  by  re- 
ferring to  the  table.  There  is  certainly  not  enough  in  Nos.  3 
and  8.  Ten  dollars  and  forty- three  cents  were  overpaid  last 
year  in  No.  3  ;  else  there  would  be  enough  in  that  district  for 
three  months'  schooling  in  the  summer. 

The  sum  raised  by  the  town,  for  the  support  of 

schools,  is    -  $1,400  00 

Received  from  the  school  fund,  -  76  86 


Total,  $1,476  86 
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The  number  of  persons  in  town  on  the  first  of  May,  1859, 
between  5  and  15  years  of  age,  —  367. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  say  that  it  is  still  the  duty  of  the 
school  committee  to  "  select  and  contract  with  the  teachers  of 
of  the  public  schools,"  .  .  "  unless  the  town  determines 
that  the  duty  may  be  performed  by  the  prudential  committee." 

T.  B.  CALDWELL, 
IRA  BAILEY, 
SANFORD  BENTON, 

March  1,  18G0. 


Summer. 

Wages  per  month. 

Number  of  months. 

Amount  of  wages. 

Whole  number  of  Scholars. 

Average  attendance. 

Number  from  5  to  15. 

Amount  of  Money  for  each 
person  from  5  to  15. 

Amount  of  money  for  each 
District. 

Money  left  in  Treasury. 

1  G.D. 
1  P.  D. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

#22.00 
18.00 
20.00 
17.00 
15.00 
18.00 

22.00 
18.00 

2i 

§ 
2| 

#49.50 
40.50 
70.00 
51.00 
86.25 
81.00 

115.50 
49.50 

36 
52 

27 
40 
44 

58 
26 

26  22-45 
46 

23  1-3 

27  54-115 
34  2-9 

39 
21 

101 

39 
25 
47 
39 
21 
69 
26 

#3.33.9 

4  38  2 
5.33.5 
4  09.3 
4.38.2 
4.02.4 
3.64.3 
5.23.3 

#337.25 

170.93 
133.38 
192.39 
170.93 
84.51 
251.41 
136.06 

#143.02 

59  31 
42.48 
111  26 
113.03 

128.47 
11.35 

Winter. 

1  G.D. 
1  P.  D. 

2 
3 
5 
8 

Union, 

#24.00 
18.00 
22.00 
24.00 
20.00 
20.00 
46  00 

31 

3| 

3| 

3 

3 

n 

H 

#90.00 
67.50 
82.50 
72.00 
60.00 
65.00 

195.50 

48 
51 

40 
35 
39 
32 
67 

39  19-37 
40 

31  + 

30 

34  19-60 
27 

50 

221.90 

School 
Committee. 
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REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of 
West  Bridgewater  submit  the  following  report,  showing  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  said  town  for  the  year  ending  March 
1, 1861:  — 

RECEIPTS. 

The  balance  in  the  treasury,  March  1, 1860,  was    .   $3266  83 

To  which  has  been  added  the  amount  of 
the  state,  county,  and  town  taxes, 
for  1860,  $5822  02 

The  income  of  the  Mass.  school  fund,        75  23 

The  amount  received  for  dog  licenses,  .         75  00 

Received  from  the  liquor  agency,       .        42  17 

Received  of  estate  of  Ezekiel  Reed  for 

supplies  and  expenses,    .       .       .        15  34 

Received  of  the  town  of  Easton  for  ex- 
penses of  Ella  Phillips,    ...  6  82 

Received  of  the  town  of  Stoughton  for 

expenses  of  Jacob  Talbot,  Jr.,  .       .        10  50 

Received  of  the  town  of  N.  Bridgewater 

for  expenses  of  Rowena  Keith,       .  3  50 

  6050  58 


$9317  41 


EXPENDITURES. 

For  the  support  of  the  poor  in  the  alms- 
house, including  the  warden's  salary 
for  one  and  a  half  years,  .       .       .     $371  98 


Amount  carried  forward,    .       .     $371  98 
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Amount  brought  forward^  .  .  $371  98 
For  support  of  paupers  out  of  the  house  : 

For  Cyrus  Lothrop,       .       .       .        37  50 
For  Silas  Dunbar,  ....         30  00 
For  Sarah  A.  Pike  and  children,  at  N. 

Bridgewater,   58  53 

For  Daniel  Richards  and  wife,  at  East 

Bridgewater,  15  75 

For  Martha  Tribou,  at  state  lunatic  hos- 
pital, at  Taunton,  ....         64  36 
For  paupers  belonging  to  other  towns,  .        14  57 
To  Samuel  Ryder,  for  hay  furnished 

Ezekiel  Reed,       ....  9  42 


$602  11 


Paying  the  state  tax  of  1860, 
Paying  the  county  tax  of  1860,  . 


$232  50 
788  35 


$1020  85 


To 

66 

66 

66 
66 
66 
66 
6i 

66 


District  No.  1, 
"  No.  2, 
"  No.  3, 
"  No.  4, 
"  No.  5, 
"  No.  6, 
«  No.  7, 
«      No.  8, 

Union  District, 


Support  of  Schools,  viz.  : 

$327  42 
161  50 
128  75 
100  25 
108  61 
36  00 
143  61 
102  59 
221  00 


$1329  73 


Repairs  of  Highways,  by  the  Appropriation 
o/1859. 


By  Amasa  Howard,  in  Dist.  No.  1, 
"  Shepherd  L.  Pratt,  "  No.  2, 
"  Lewis  Ryder,  "   No.  3, 

"  Pardon  Copeland,  "  No.  4, 
"  Thomas  Ames,  "  No.  5, 
"  Davis  Alger,  "    No.  6, 

Amount  carried  forward, 


$42  94 
56  82 
64  27 
37  97 
47  00 
42  03 

$291  03 
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Amount  brought  forward,    .       .       .       .      $291  03 

Repairs  of  Highways,  by  the  Appropriation 
of  I860. 


By  Henry  Bartlett,  in  Dist.  No.  1, 
"  Denison  Packard,  "  No.  2, 
"  John  L.  Hayward,  "  No.  3, 
"  James  Copeland,  "  No.  4, 
"  Dwelley  Fobes,  "  No.  5, 
«  Alfred  N.  Peckham,  «    No.  6, 


$99  79 
135  53 
165  25 
102  57 
79  20 
47  34 


jFor  building  a  neio  Road  from  the  Union  School- 
House  to  Flaggy-meadow  Bridge. 

To  Edward  Bird,  for  making  two  sections,  $347  75 
To  John  M.  Lothrop,  in  part,  for  making 

one  section,      .       .       .       .       .  125  00 

To  S.  N.  Howard,  for  making  one  section,  113  50 

To  Thomas  Snell,  for  making  one  section,  25  20 
To  S.  N.  Howard,  for  land  for  gravel  for 

the  road,   100  00 


To  Bradford  Snell,  for  a  piece  of  land  for 

gravel,  $30  00 

To  Hiram  Howard,  for  gravel  purchased 

by  the  surveyor,       .       .       .  10  00 

To  Joseph  Kingman,  for  gravel  purchased 

by  the  surveyor,  .  .  .  . .  1  80 
To  the  heirs  of  Charles  Howard,  for  gravel 

purchased  by  the  surveyor,  .  .  3  00 
To  Willard  Ames,  for  gravel  purchased  by 

the  surveyor,  .  .  .  .  .  3  75 
To  Lewis  Ryder,  for  gravel  purchased  by 

the  surveyor,  8  16 


629  68 
$920  71 


$711  45 


56  71 

For  iron  pillars,  and  repairing  three  stone 

bridges,   7  51 
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School-house  Taxes. 

For  paying  a  part  of  the  school-house 

taxes  of  1856,  1857,  and  1858  in 

District  No.  1,  $128  45 

For  paying  a  part  of  the  school-house  tax  of 

1859  in  District  No.  2,  107  59 

For  paying  a  part  of  the  school-house  tax  of 

1853  in  District  No.  4,  .       .       3  73 

For  paying  a  part  of  the  school  house  tax  of 

1859  in  District  No.  7,  .       .     13  84 

  $253  61 


Toivn  Officers. 

To  T.  B.  Caldwell,  for  two  days  examining 

teachers,  $3  00 

For  twelve  days  visiting  schools,     .       .     18  00 


To  Rev.  I.  Bailey,  for  three  and  a  half  days 

examining  teachers,  writing  reports,  &c,  $5  50 
For  eleven  days  visiting  schools,     .  16  50 


$21  00 


22  00 


To  Dr.  G.  A.  Collamore,  for  half-day  ex- 
amining teachers,      .       .       .  $0  75 

For  ten  days'  visiting  schools,       .  15  00 

  15  75 

To  Rev.  Sanford  Benton,  for  3  J  days  visit-  i 

ing  schools,   5  25 

To  Frederic  Copeland,for  10  days  services 

as  School  Committee,        ...  15  00 

To  James  Howard,  for  8  days  as  Overseer 

of  the  Poor,  $12  00 

For  team,  for  3  journeys,       .       .       .       2  07 

For  27  days  taking  account  of  property 
for,  and  making,  the  State  returns,  and 
copying  the  old  valuation,  for  the  Valua- 
tion Committee,        .  .  54  00 

For  2 J  days  as  Road  Committee,    .       .       3  75 

For  one  day  making  out  State  papers,    .       1  50 

For  thirteen  days  appraising  property  for 

anew  valuation,       .       .       .       .     19  50 


Amount  carried  forward,      .       .    $92  82 
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Amount  brought  forward,  .  .  $92  82 
For  fourteen  days  making  the  valuation  and 

taxes,  and  copying  for  the  collector,     .  21  00 

For  nineteen  days  on  selectmen's  duties,  .  28  50 

For  services  as  town  clerk, 

To  Albert  Copeland  for  six  and  a  half  days, 

as  selectman,    .       .       .       .  $9  75 

For  services  as  overseer  of  the  poor  and 

team  for  do.,  16  00 

For  one  day  as  Road  Committee,    .       .       1  50 

For  eight  days  on  valuation  duties,  as  re- 
quired by  the  State,  .       .       .  16  00 

For  four  and  a  half  days  as  assessor,      .       6  75 

To  George  D.  Ryder,  for  5J  days'  on 

duties  as  Selectman,  .       .       .  $8  25 

For  services  as  Overseer  of  the  Poor,      .  4  12 

For  10 i  days'  services  as  Assessor,  .  15  75 
For  16  days  on  valuation  duties  required 

by  the  State,   32  00 

For  one  day  as  Road  Committee,    .       .  1  50 

To  Thomas  Pratt,  for  services  as  constable, 

To  Job  Bartlett,  for  the  duties  of  sexton, 

To  Caleb  Howard,  for  tolling  the  bell,     .     $6  00 

For  half  a  day  as  Road  Committee,       .  50 

To  William  J.  Stanley,  for  tolling  the  bell, 
To  Jonas  Hartwell,  for  2J  days  as  Road 

Committee,  

To  James  Copeland,  for  8  days  as  Road 

Committee,  $12  00 

For  advertising,  2  75 

For  expenses  to  Plymouth,     .       .       .       1  50 

To  Joseph  Kingman,  for  services  as  Auditor 
of  Accounts,  ..... 

To  Caleb  Copeland,  Jr.,  for  services  as 
Auditor  of  Accounts,  .... 

To  Lewis  G.  Howard,  for  services  as  Audi- 
tor of  Accounts,        .       .       .       .       1  00 

For  half  a  day  as  Road  Committee,        .  75 


$142  32 
28  68 


50  00 


61  62 

5  23 
33  50 


6  50 
4  00 

3  75 


16  25 
2  00 
1  00 

1  75 


$435  60 
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Incidentals. 


$4  00 

2  00 
5  00 
2  00 
2  00 
75 
5  50 

7  46 
40  00 
31  00 
2  00 
30  00 
7  25 
4  19 
2  75 

1  89 

  §147  79 

The  treasurer  has  also  been  credited  with 

the  following  sum3,  viz  :  — 
Six  per  eeDt  discount  on  the  state,  county, 

and  town  taxes  of  1860,     .       .         $349  32 
Sundrv  abatements  on  the  state,  county,  and 

town  taxes,  for  1*556-60,    .       .  87  93 

Sundry  abatements  on  the  school-house 

taxes  of  1856  and  1857,  in  Dist.  No.  1,       1  76 
Sundry  abatements  on  the  school-house  tax 

of  1859,  in  District  No.  2,  .       .       .       3  92 
Sundry  abatements  on  the  school-house  tax 

of  1859,  in  District  No.  7,  .       .       .  32 

  443  25 


To  Simeon  Taylor,  for  repairing  road 

scraper,  ...... 

To  George  D.  Ryder,  for  plank  for  road 

scraper,  ...... 

To  F.  Copeland,  for  surveying,  &c, 
To  S.  O.  Copeland,  for  surveying,  &c,  . 
For  expenses  for  Ezekiel  Reed, 
To  Register  of  Deeds,  for  a  copy,  . 
For  enforcing  the  dog  law, 
For  expense  of  two  journeys  to  Boston,  and 

one  each  to  Plymouth  and  New  Bedford, 
To  Congregational  Society,  for  Town  Hall, 
For  printing  and  advertising,  . 
To  D.  Reed,  for  a  pair  of  handcuffs, 
To  Howard  k  Clark,  for  a  book-case, 
For  sealing  the  town  weights  and  measures, 
For  postage  and  express, 
For  blank  books  and  paper, 
For  school  books  ordered  by  the  School 

Committee,  


The  foregoing  expenses  amount  to  .       .  $5929  32 

Leaving  a  balance  this  day  in  the  Treasury 

of   $3388  09 


Liabilities  of  the  Treasury. 

Due  School  District  No.  1,  of  the  last  year's 

appropriation,  $156  72 

Due  School  District  No.  2,  of  the  last  year's 

appropriation,   66  34 

Due  School  District  No.  3,  of  the  last  year's 

appropriation,    .       .       .       .  54  01 

Due  School  District  No.  4,  of  the  last  year's 

appropriation,   184  32 

Due  School  District  No.  5,  of  the  last  year's 

appropriation,   186  77 

Due  School  District  No.  6,  of  the  last  year's 

appropriation,   59  43 

Due  School  District  No.  7,  of  the  last  year's 

appropriation,  114  47 

Due  School  District  No.  8,  of  the  last  year's 

appropriation,   43  39 

Due  Union  District,  of  the  last  year's  ap- 
propriation,   219  85 


Due  Dis 


rict  No.  1, 
'  "  2, 
'     "  3, 


For  Repairs  of  the  Highways. 

.  $90  21 

.  30  72 

.  74  75 

.  39  93 

.  63  30 

.  72  35 


o, 


School-house  Taxes. 

Due  School  District  No.  1,  the  remainder 

of  the  School-house  Taxes  of  1856-58,  $24  46 
Due  School  District  No.  2,  the  remainder 

of  the  School-house  Tax  of  1859,  ^  .  27  95 
Due  School  District  No.  4,  the  remainder 

of  the  School-house  Tax  of  1853,  .  1  43 
Due  School  District  No.  7,  the  remainder 

of  the  School-house  Tax  of  1859,        .       8  00 


For  the  use  of  the  Town  Hall  for  one  year, 
ending  April  7  next, 

All  of  the  above  indebtedness  amounts  to 

After  paying  which  the  Treasury  will  be  reduced 
to  .   


$1085  30 


371  26 


61  84 
40  00 
$1558  40 

$1829  69 
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EXPENSES  AND  RECEIPTS  OF  THE  ALMS-HOUSE  ESTAB- 
LISHMENT, FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  1,  1861. 


Expenses. 


Paid  for  flour  and  grain, 

$11 8 

<{])  J-JLO 

14 

meat  and  provisions,  . 

SO 

oo 

W.  I.  goods  and  groceries, 

1  o 

Q1 

U 

grass  and  garden  seeds, 

O 

30 

(C 

clothing,  

81 

M 

furniture  and  tools,  . 

90 

9fi 

C< 

tobacco  and  snuff, 

O 

Do 

U 

liquor  and  medicine,  . 
repairs  of  the  buildings, 

o 

M 

a 

5 

30 

a 

smith-work,  .... 

•j-t 

a 

swine,      .       .       .  . 
Warden's  services,  . 

21 

05 

a 

130 

00 

a 

labor  on  the  farm, 

36 

00 

U 

butchering,  .... 

2 

53 

a 

fencing  material, 

4 

17 

a 

other  items,  .... 

3 

85 

three  cofins,  .... 

21 

75 

Six  per  cent  interest  on  the  cost  of  the  farm, 

140 

47 

Nine  " 

"         "       "  buildings, 

54 

00 

Ten  " 

"        "       "  furniture 

and  tools,  

25 

34 

Balance  on  inventory  of  personal  estate  at 

the  house  against  the  Town, 

87 

49 

A  physician's  bill  (not  settled)  of  about,  . 

25 

00 

Receipts. 

For  hay,  .... 

"  five  calves, 

"  one  hide, 

"  potatoes, 

"  lard,  butter,  eggs,  and  milk, 

"  lumber,  .... 

"  highway  work  and  use  of  oxen, 


$119  94 
34  00 
3  46 
15  50 
40  68 
26  45 
25  10 


$265  13 
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The  present  number  of  paupers  in  the  almshouse  is  five ;  the 
average  number  therein  during  the  year  was  seven  and  a  quarter, 
besides  entertaining  about  sixty  transient  persons  for  a  night. 
The  cost  of  each  pauper  in  the  house  during  the  last  year,  per 
week,  including  all  the  charges  against  the  establishment  as  made 
above,  was  $1.60. 


LIQUOR  AGENCY. 
Dr. 

To  stock  in  trade,  March  1,  1860,  .  .  .  $106  00 
"  cash  received  for  liquors,     ....         384  52 


$490  52 

Or. 

By  money  paid  for  liquors,  ....  $273  35 
"   paying  agent's  salary,       ....  75  00 

"   money  refunded  to  the  treasury,  ...  42  17 

"   stock  in  trade,  March  1,  1861,     ...         100  00 


$490  52 

JAMES  HOWARD,        }  Selectmen 
ALBERT  COPELAND,  V  of 

GEORGE  D.  RYDER,    )  West  Bridgewater. 
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Intentions  of  Marriage  recorded  in  West  Bridgewater,  from  Jan. 
1,  1860,  to  Jan.  1,  1861. 

No.  Date.  Names  of  Groom  and  Bride. 

1  Jan.  12,  Alvin  R.  Coffin  and  Catharine  E.  Morey. 

2  April  12,  James  O'Leary  and  Margaret  Harvey. 

3  April  28,  Charles  C.  Thayer  and  Mary  C.  Tucker. 

4  June    4,  Cyrus  S.  Howard  and  Sarah  C.  Corkins. 

5  June    5,  Henry  R.  Mokler  and  Mary  Jane  Fisher. 

6  June    8,  Issachar  K.  Snell  and  Emeline  Corkins. 

7  July  28,  Ira  E.  Horton  and  Eunice  Malvina  Folsom. 

8  Sept.   5,  Thomas  J.  Clark  and  Hannah  C.  Bryant 

9  Sept.  27,  Michael  Frauley  and  Catharine  Gallegher. 

10  Sept.  27,  George  Shipman  and  Lizzie  Hathaway. 

11  Oct.  12,  William  Green  Field  and  Eliza  Jane  Hill. 

12  Oct.  17,  John  F.  Cooper  and  Lucinda  K.  Howard. 

13  Oct.  25,  Henry  S.  Keith  and  Thalia  Alden. 

14  Oct.  30,  Francis  B.  Porter  and  Abby  A.  Hartwell. 

15  Nov.  26,  Henry  D.  Robinson  and  Sarah  C.  Sanborn. 

16  Dec.  19,  Wesley  D.  Lindsey  and  Mary  F.  Dunbar. 

17  Dec.  22,  Samuel  W.  Brett  and  Abigail  E.  Uppman. 


The  number  of  births  registered  in  West  Bridgewater,  from 
Jan.  1,  1860,  to  Jan.  1,  1861,  is  50. 
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Deaths  registered  in  West  Bridgewater  during  the  year  1860. 


Date. 


Names. 


AGE. 

Yrs. 

Mos. 

Days. 

Qn 
6<J 

Q 

y 

97 
Z{ 

8ft 
OD 

/» 

0 

9fi 

7A 

7U 

9/t 

1 
1 

1  ft 

oO 

Q 

o 

91 

^9 

oz 

89 
oZ 

o 
Z 

1R 
OO 

Q 

o 

9ft 

zo 

7R 
i  o 

o 

£i 

1  7 

10 

5 

1 

85 

10 

8 

36 

5 

64 

3 

4 

67 

5 

4 

19 

5 

24 

8 

27 

8 

1 

25 

12 

1 

27 

70 

2 

29 

1 

5 

14 

1 

2 

12 

80 

8 

5 

8 

10 

62 

5 

25 

72 

5 

28 

4 

6 

4 

52 

11 

18 

5 

37 

2 

10 

49 

10 

27 

56 

10 

22 

24 

Jan.  6. 
Jan.  17. 
Feb.  12. 
Feb.  16. 
Feb.  17. 
Feb.  26. 
Feb.  29. 
Mar.  21. 
April  6. 
April  30. 
May  31. 
June  8. 
June  15. 
June  16. 
June  21. 
July  2. 
July  23. 
Aug.  4. 
Aug.  15. 
Aug.  17. 
Sept.  12. 
Sept.  21. 
Oct.  1. 
Oct.  5. 
Oct.  10. 
Oct.  11. 
Oct.  25. 
Nov.  1. 
Nov.  13. 
Nov.  28. 
Nov.  28. 
Dec.  12. 
Dec.  18. 
Dec.  24. 
Dec.  25. 


Harriet  A.  Johnson,. 
EbenezerCopeland,. . 
Charles  Howard,.... 
Warren  Hartwell,... 

John  Flynn,  

 McAdams,  

Cynthia  Shaw,  

Theron  Bryant,  

Chloe  Chipman  

Anna  Copeland  

Betsey  Howard,  

Lucy  Brown  Ames,.. 
Lucy  S.  Monroe,.... 
Eli  Hayw'd  Richards, 

Thomas  Wood,  

Albert  Copeland,... . 

John  O'Leary,  

Sumner  H.  Kingman, 
James  O.  Staples,... 
Frederic  J.  Staples,. . 
Betsey  Tisdale,.  ^ . . 

Johanna  Lucy,  

Ella  Phillips,  

Betsey  Fisher,  

ClarenceW. Hay  ward, 

Lavina  Howard,  

Cyrus  Lothrop,  

Lydia  A.  Ashport,. . . 

Mary  Ann  Lucy  

Martha  Howard,.... 

  Hancock,  

Hannah  Hancock,. . . 
Denison  Packard,... 
Lavinia  Williams, . . . 
Ellen  Nulty,  


Old  Age. 
Erysipelas. 
Dropsy  of  Brain. 
Congestion  of  Lungs. 

Influenza. 

Erysipelas  and  Con.  of  Biain. 

Old  Age. 

Consumption. 

Pneumonia. 

Anquiosa  Scarlatina. 

General  Anasarca. 

Diptheria  and  Cong,  of  Brain. 

Dyspepsia. 

Low  Typhoid  Fever. 

Suicide. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Diptheria. 

Diptheria. 

Consumption. 

Consumption. 

Marasmus. 

Old  Age. 

Cholera  Infantum. 
Ovarium  Tumor. 
Paralysis. 

Bronchial  Consumption. 
Consumption. 
Congestion  of  Lungs. 
Premature  Birth. 
Congestion  of  Lungs. 
Bilious  Colic. 
Paralysis. 

Scrofula  and  Con.  of  Lungs. 


JAMES 


HOWARD,  Town  Clerk. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  WEST  BRIDGE  WATER, 
For  the  Year  1860-61. 


On  account  of  the  resignation  of  one,  and  the  removal  from 
town  of  another,  of  the  former  committee,  it  became  neces- 
sary for  the  town  to  elect  an  entire  new  board.  It  appearing, 
after  the  election,  that  Messrs.  Cephas  Pasco  and  Nahum 
Leonard,  Jr.,  were  not  eligible,  from  not  being  residents  of 
the  town  a  sufficient  length  of  time,  the  vacancies  were  filled 
by  the  appointment  of  Messrs.  T.  B.  Caldwell  and  Frederick 
Copeland. 

The  special  superintendence  of  the  schools  was  divided  in 
the  following  manner  :  — 

Nos.  3,  5,  and  7,  summer,  and  Nos.  3,  5,  and  6,  winter 
terms,  were  visited  by  T.  B.  Caldwell. 

Nos.  1,  6,  and  8,  summer,  and  No.  1  and  Union,  winter 
terms,  by  G.  A.  Collamore. 

Nos.  2  and  4,  summer,  and  Nos.  2  and  8,  winter  terms,  by 
Fred.  Copeland. 

District  No.  1.  —  Cochesett. 

Grammar  Department.  —  This  school  was  taught  during 
the  summer  term  by  Mr.  Ira  Bailey.     Mr.  Bailey  sue- 
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eeded  in  maintaining  a  good  degree  of  discipline  during  the 
rm.  If  he  was  not  entirely  successful  in  gaining  the  good- 
vill  and  confidence  of  his  pupils,  and  if,  consequently,  the 
idvance  in  intellectual  acquirements  was  not  sufficient  to  meet 
he  expectations  of  the  district,  the  committee  believe  it  arose 
from  no  lack  of  labor  or  desire  on  his  part.  About  one-half 
the  scholars  were  present  at  the  examination. 

We  are  informed  that  a  vote  of  the  district  required  the 
prudential  committee  to  hire  a  male  teacher  for  the  winter 
term.  Accordingly,  Mr.  Bailey  had  been  re-engaged.  A 
;  week  before  the  term  was  appointed  to  begin,  a  remonstrance, 
signed  by  fifteen  legal  voters  of  the  district,  claiming  to  be  a 
majority  of  the  parents,  was  received  by  the  committee,  pray- 
ing them  to  withhold  their  approbation  from  Mr.  Bailey  as 
eacher  for  the  winter  term,  on  general  grounds  of  his  non- 
daptation  to  the  views  of  the  district.  On  being  informed  of 
this  opposition  in  the  district,  Mr.  Bailey  declined  undertaking 
the  school. 

After  some  delay,  the  services  of  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Selee,  of 
Mansfield,  were  engaged.  Mrs.  Selee  has  had  considerable 
xperience  as  a  teacher,  and  began  her  task  with  the  deter- 
ination  to  do  her  whole  duty,  and  spare  no  pains  in  the 
mprovement  of  the  school.  Unexpected  obstacles  to  a  proper 
discipline,  and  the  good  order  of  the  school,  arose  in  the  per- 
sons of  several  of  the  older  boys,  who,  though  of  age  to 
assume  the  manners  of  gentlemen,  preferred  to  disgrace 
themselves  by  their  improper  conduct.  As  they  appeared 
heedless  of  the  wishes  of  their  teacher,  and  innocent  of  polite- 
ness or  courtesy,  on  application  being  made  to  the  committee, 
the  teacher  was  advised  to  dismiss  them  from  school,  which 
was  accordingly  done.  Aside  from  these  troubles,  the  school 
appeared  quite  orderly  and  studious,  and  special  instances  of 
superior  scholarship  might  be  mentioned.  Attention  was 
paid  to  regularity  and  the  habit  of  neatness.  On  the  whole, 
however,  and  without  reference  to  this  term,  this  school  is  not 
up  to  its  proper  standard  of  scholarship  ;  in  particular,  we 
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consider  it  deficient  in  knowledge  of  arithmetic,  and  good 
readers  are  in  much  too  small  proportion.  Examination  was 
attended  by  too  few  scholars  to  be  entirely  satisfactory,  though 
the  large  number  of  over  fifty  visitors  lent  interest  to  the 
exercises.  There  is  a  lamentable  lack  of  black-board  in  this 
room,  which  we  should  be  pleased  to  see  remedied  before 
another  session. 

The  Primary  Department  has  been  under  the  charge  of 
Miss  Lucinda  K.  Howard  for  the  year.  She  has  labored  quite 
successfully  in  improving  the  condition  of  the  school.  She 
appeared  to  engage  in  a  great  degree  the  confidence  and  affec- 
tion of  her  pupils,  so  that  both  strove  together  towards  a 
favorable  result.  Although  we  might  mention  defects,  yet, 
as  they  principally  arose  from  the  imperfect  hearing  of  the 
teacher,  she  is  not  so  much  to  be  censured  on  that  account. 
At  examination,  the  exercises  passed  off  pleasantly ;  the 
attendance  of  scholars  was  excellent,  and  we  were  glad  to 
notice  the  presence  of  so  many  parents  and  friends. 

District  No.  2.  —  Jerusalem. 

Summer  term,  this  school  was  under  the  care  of  Miss 
Orynthia  T.  Howard,  of  West  Bridgewater.  At  the  com- 
mencement, it  was  very  backward  ;  but  Miss  Howard  hap- 
pily proved  herself  to  be  well  adapted  to  its  wants,  and,  by 
judicious  management  and  thorough  teaching,  succeeded  in 
creating  an  interest  in  the  school,  which  laid  a  good  founda- 
tion for  the  winter  term. 

Winter  term  taught  by  Mr.  Elbridge  G.  Ames,  of  North 
Bridgewater,  a  teacher  of  energy,  ability,  and  experience. 
Under  his  care  the  school  made  steady  advancement.  The 
register  showed  that  the  scholars  were  nearly  all  there,  con- 
stantly and  promptly,  during  the  session  ;  and  the  good  at- 
tendance of  the  parents  at  the  examination  showed  that  they, 
too,  were  interested,  which  fact  tends  greatly  to  lighten  the 
labors  of  a  teacher.  This  school  has  had  the  highest  per  cent 
of  attendance  for  the  year. 
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District  No.  3. 

The  summer  term  was  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Mary  B- 
Hall,  a  graduate  of  the  Bridgewater  Normal  School.  This 
was  her  first  attempt  at  teaching  a  public  school.  The  order 
and  discipline  of  the  school,  and  all  of  its  exercises,  satisfied 
the  visitor  that  she  is  an  efficient  manager,  and  a  competent, 
skilful,  and  thorough  instructor. 

The  winter  term  was  kept  by  Miss  Adeline  Harris,  a 
teacher  of  some  experience.  This  school  was  also  an  example 
of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  a  teacher  in  a  good  school. 
We  wish  parents  were  more  alive  to  the  fact  that  a  good  or 
bad  school,  so  far  as  government  is  concerned,  depends  much 
upon  them.  Teachers  sometimes  receive  credit  or  censure, 
which  should  be  shared  with  parents. 

District  No.  4. 

Summer  term  was  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Mary  Edson, 
of  West  Bridgewater.  At  the  first  visit  of  the  committee, 
the  school  bid  fair  to  be  a  successful  one  ;  but,  the  teacher  fail- 
ing to  awaken  a  deep  interest  in  the  scholars  (without  which 
no  teacher  can  labor  to  advantage),  as  the  term  advanced,  they 
seemed  to  lose  the  interest  manifested  at  its  commencement, 
which  disheartened  the  teacher,  so  that  necessarily  there  could 
not  be  so  great  an  improvement.  In  some  branches  advance- 
ment was  made.  The  order  was  fair  ;  but,  on  the  whole,  we 
could  not  consider  it  a  successful  school. 

District  No.  5. 

The  school  was  kept  during  the  summer  term  by,  and  is 
now  in  charge  of,  Miss  Emilie  B.  Keed. 

The  business  aspect  of  the  school,  the  recitations  and  de- 
portment of  the  pupils,  are  deserving  of  much  commendation. 
3 
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Miss  Reed's  success  in  teaching  is  well  known  in  this  vicinity. 
Her  claims  as  a  teacher  are  due  to  her  skill  in  the  manage- 
ment of  her  school,  as  much  as  in  giving  instruction.  We 
rank  her  among  the  first  class  of  teachers. 

District  No.  6.  —  Beaver. 

In  union  with  District  No.  3  of  East  Bridgewater, 
taught  in  Grammar  Department  in  summer  by  Miss  Elizabeth 
W.  Deanes.  The  committee  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  management  of  the  school.  The  energy  and  faith- 
fulness of  the  teacher  were  made  evident  in  the  good  order, 
good  recitations,  and  progress  of  her  pupils.  We  are  happy 
to  add  our  endorsement  to  the  many  commendatory  notices  of 
Miss  Deanes's  past  successes. 

The  Primary  Department  for  the  summer  and  fall  terms 
was  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Emily  Copeland,  of  West 
Bridgewater.  The  school  exhibited  a  fair  degree  of  discipline 
and  application,  and  evidence  of  improvement  was  not  want- 
ing. If  criticism  were  to  be  made,  we  would  suggest  a  ten- 
dency to  routine,and  a  lack  of  enthusiasm  ;  originating,  perhaps, 
from  the  incessant  and  monotonous,  but  necessary,  inculcation 
of  primary  ideas,  demanded  by  the  youth  and  advancement  of 
the  pupils.  With  individual  exceptions,  the  scholars  appeared 
orderly  and  industrious  ;  and,  though  some  were  withdrawn 
from  school  for  reasons  which  appear  insufficient  to  the  com- 
mittee, the  school  may  be  considered  a  tolerably  successful 
one. 

For  the  winter  term,  the  two  departments  were  united ;  and 
the  school  is  in  charge  of  Mr.  William  B.  Hall,  of  East 
Bridgewater.  At  the  first  visit,  the  committee  were  not  satis- 
fied with  the  deportment  of  the  school.  Though  the  teacher 
appeared  to  possess  the  ability  to  maintain  good  order,  a  spirit 
of  insubordination  was  manifest  in  some  of  the  scholars,  which 
foreboded  much  detriment  to  the  progress  of  the  school.  At 
later  visits,  less  of  this  element  was  manifest ;  and  the  school 
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appeared,  on  the  whole,  to  be  doing  as  well  as  could  reason- 
ably be  expected. 

District  No.  7.  —  Centre. 

"Was  taught  by  Misses  Jeanette  and  Caroline  How- 
ard. This  school  offers  little  encouragement  to  a  teacher 
desirous  of  making  a  display.  The  irregularity  of  attendance 
which  characterizes  it,  together  with  other  disadvantages 
peculiar  to  it,  make  it  hard  for  teachers  to  see  the  fruit  of  their 
labor.  To  the  teacher  who  is  content  to  labor,  satisfied  with 
the  conviction  of  having  tried  to  do  her  whole  duty,  this 
school  offers  an  ample  field.  The  committee  were  well  satis- 
fied with  the  labor  of  the  teachers  of  this  school. 

District  No.  8.  —  North  District. 

Taught,  summer  term,  by  Miss  Frances  M.  North,  of 
East  Bridgewater.  This  school  has  the  reputation  of  be- 
ing easy  of  management,  and  its  small  number  of  pupils 
affords  superior  opportunities  for  improvement.  Miss  North 
brought  to  her  work  abundance  of  energy  and  zeal ;  and  the 
result  showed  evidence  of  thorough  training  in  some  branches, 
and  of  considerable  advancement.  The  discipline  was  well 
maintained ;  erring,  perhaps,  on  the  side  of  rigidity.  The 
examination,  which,  from  a  severe  storm,  was  not  well  at- 
tended, passed  off  with  credit  to  both  teacher  and  pupil. 

Winter  term,  the  teacher  was  Mr.  C.  H.  W.  Wood,  of 
Campello.  This  was  his  first  attempt  at  teaching ;  and,  as 
frequently  happens  with  teachers  so  young  and  inexperienced, 
he  met  with  but  partial  success.  Of  his  intellectual  acquire- 
ments there  was  no  question.  The  first  part  of  the  term  was 
very  deficient  in  order  ;  this  was  remedied,  in  a  measure,  sub- 
sequently. In  some  classes  there  was  advancement  made. 
With  more  experience  and  attention  to  discipline,  Mr.  Wood 
would  probably  meet  with  better  success. 
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Union  School. 

Mr.  Ira  Copeland,  who  has  formerly  been  connected  with 
the  school  as  a  successful  teacher,  was  engaged  for  this  session. 
The  school  is  too  large,  and  the  range  of  studies  —  from 
pupils  in  the  First  Reader  to  those  in  geometry  and  the 
higher  mathematics  —  too  great,  to  allow  the  teacher  to  devote 
much  time  to  individual  scholars.  In  no  school  in  town 
could  an  assistant  be  more  usefully  employed.  In  spite  of 
these  circumstances,  it  is  believed  that  substantial  progress 
has  been  made,  and  a  thorough  appreciation  of  the  subjects 
considered  has  been  gained.  The  government  has  been  well 
sustained  ;  discipline  mild,  but  efficient.  The  school  is  still  in 
session,  and  will  close  about  the  first  of  April. 

In  conclusion,  we  think  that  not  enough  interest  is  felt  by 
parents  generally  in  that  portion  of  their  children's  lives  which 
is  passed  in  the  school-room.  It  is  too  seldom  that  the  parent 
takes  sufficient  pains  to  become  acquainted  with  the  teacher, 
or  practically  with  the  influences  to  which  the  child  is  exposed, 
or  the  progress  he  is  making,  and  in  what  direction.  Every- 
thing else  of  equal  importance,  and  many  things  of  much 
inferior  consequence,  are  thought  worthy  of  personal  attention 
and  examination ;  but  these  subjects  are  left  to  hearsay,  to  the 
reports  of  scholars  or  neighbors.  One  would  think,  to  ob- 
serve the  non-visiting  of  schools,  that  it  was  considered  a 
hardship  to  be  avoided,  rather  than  an  acknowledged  duty  and 
a  possible  pleasure.  It  is  well  to  visit  a  school  at  its  final 
examination,  as  many  do  ;  but  it  is  well  also  to  bear  in  mind 
that  then,  in  general,  results  are  to  be  seen,  and  not  processes, 
—  the  end,  and  not  the  means,  which  are  usually  of  greater 
importance.  It  is  not  enough  to  know  that  the  pupil  has 
recited  so  much  in  this  branch,  cr  can  answer  so  many  ques- 
tions in  that ;  it  is  better  to  know  whether  he  is  acquiring 
habits  of  industry,  of  patient  study  and  correct  behavior, 


21 


which  can  only  be  ascertained  by  seeing  the  school  in  its 
every-day  working  dress,  not  the  finery  of  examination-day. 
The  law  requires  the  schools  severally  to  be  visited  by  the 
committee  every  month :  it  seems  to  us  that  parents  have  a 
deeper  interest  in  the  welfare  of  a  school  than  any  others  can 
possibly  feel ;  and  that,  if  they  cannot  spend  the  time  to  make 
visits  monthly,  they  can  at  least  enter  the  school-room  occa- 
sionally in  the  course  of  the  year.  Both  teacher  and  pupil 
are  encouraged  by  the  presence  and  sympathy  of  the  members 
of  the  district. 

The  teachers  for  the  past  year  have  been  for  the  most  part 
competent  and  faithful.  In  some  instances,  there  has  appeared 
too  great  a  dependence  on  text-books,  and  not  enough  pains 
taken  to  explain  and  illustrate.  We  fear  that  books  are  too 
often  considered  the  end,  and  not  the  means,  of  instruction. 
The  pupil  is  not  to  study  Greenleaf  or  Colburn,  but  the 
science  of  numbers,  —  not  Murray  or  Greene,  but  the  laws 
of  language ;  and  his  true  progress  is  not  to  be  decided  by 
the  number  of  pages  he  has  committed  to  memory,  but  how 
much  of  it  he  knows  and  can  use.  Books,  in  this  sense,  are 
but  tools,  which  a  skilful  workman  will  use  more  or  less,  but 
which  it  is  possible  to  do  without. 

There  are  other  topics  which  mijht  be  lightly  touched 
upon.  They  refer  to  exercises  not  universally  conceded  as 
belonging  to  common  schools,  but  which  add  to  their  interest 
and  usefulness,  and  are,  to  that  extent,  valuable.  One  of 
these  exercises  is  singing.  This  is  taught  in  our  city  schools 
as  one  of  the  regular  exercises ;  and  it  seems  to  us,  that,  in 
cases  where  the  teacher  is  acquainted  with  the  art,  it  is  a 
valuable  addition  to  a  school.  Declamation  and  original  com- 
position might  be  practised  to  some  extent  in  grammar  schools, 
and  by  the  more  advanced  pupils  in  others.  And  in  this  con- 
nection we  would  commend  the  exercises  of  this  description 
presented  in  District  No.  1  at  examination. 

Not  much  need  be  said  about  school-houses.    Those  in 
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districts  4,  7,  and  8  are  hardly  suitable  for  the  objects  re- 
quired of  them. 

The  number  of  scholars  between  5  and  15,  the  first  of  May, 
I860,  was  371. 

T.  B.  CALDWELL, 
GEO.  A.  COLLAMORE, 
FRED.  COPELAND, 

March  1,  1861. 
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REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of 
West  Bridgewater,  submit  the  following  report,  showing  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  said  town,  for  the  year  ending 
March  1,  1S62 ;  also  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  on  said 
(March  1. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  March  1,  1862,  $3,388  09 

To  which  has  been  added  the  amount 
of  the  State,  County,  and  Town 
taxes,  for  1861,  $5,878  38 

The  amount  of  the  School  District  tax 

for  1861,  in  Union  District,  262  69 

The  amount  of  the  School  District  tax 

for  1861,  in  District  No.  3,  51  22 

The  income  of  the  Mass.  school  fund,         72  35 

The  amount  received  for  dog  licenses,  8  00 

The  income  of  the  liquor  agency,  5  09 

Refunded  by  the  town  of  Stoughton, 

for  the  expenses  of  S.  D.  Talbot,  18  50 

Refunded  by  the  City  of  Boston,  for 

aid  to  J.  Jacobs  and  family,  20  00 

Refunded  by  the  town  of  Bridgewater, 
for  physician's  bill,  of  E.  Ashport 
and  children,  18  00 

Refunded  by  the  town  of  North  Bridge- 
water  for  aid  to  Warren  N.  Jackson 
and  family,  24  75 

 $6;358  98 


$9,747  07 
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EXPENDITURES. 

For  the  support  of  the  poor  in  the 
Almshouse,  including  the  Warden's 
salary,  and  repairs  and  furnishing  for 
the  house  $548  6ej 

For  aid  to  the  poor  out  of  the  Alms- 
house, viz  : 
For  boarding,  and  nursing,  and  physi- 
^  cian's  bill  of  Silas  Dunbar,  $69  25 

For  support  and  funeral  expenses  of 
^  Henry  E.  Briggs,  50  00 

For  aid  and  physician's  bills  for  Sarah 

A.  Pike  and  children,  98  33 

To  the  City  of  Boston,  for  aid  to  Israel 

S.  Alger,  in  1860,  4  Q0 

To  the  town  of  Fairhaven,  for  the  fu- 
neral expenses  of  Susannah  Keith,  8  00 
To  the  town  of  Easton,  for  aid  to 

Sarah  James  and  children,  22  48 

For  aid  to  widow  Phebe  Dunbar,  32  43 

For  aid  to  George  Pool,  and  physician's 

and  funeral  expenses  of  his  son,  35  36 

For  expenses  of  H.  S.  Jackson,  at  the 

Reform  school  at  Westboro',  15  22 

For  a  surgical  operation  for  the  son  of 

Timothy  Sullivan,  30  00 


$365  07 


For  aid  to  Paupers  belonging  to  other  Towns,  viz  : 

For  aid  to,  and  funeral  expenses  of,  S. 

D.  Tabbot,  $18  50 

For  Eunice  Ashport  and  children,  18  00 

For  Warren  N.  Jackson  and  family,  24  75 

For  J.  Jacobs  and  family,  and  con- 
veying Susan  A.  Jacobs  to  Boston,  20  00 


Paying  the  State  tax  of  1861,  $285  00 

Paying  the  County  tax  of  1861,  920  28 


$1,205  28 
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Support  of  Schools,  viz  : 


i  o  uistnct  ino.  l , 

it>  1  AO 

Q  A 

No  2 

65 

12 

No.  3, 

91 

50 

No.  4, 

91 

57 

No.  5, 

182 

06 

No.  6, 

141 

76 

No.  7, 

127 

50 

No.  8, 

51 

81 

Union  District, 

219 

01 

  $1,113  27 

For  Repairs  of  the  Highways,  by  the  Appropriation  of  1860, 

viz : 


By  Henry  Bartlett,  in  Dist.  No.  1,  $90  21 

Harrison  Pool,              No.  2,  40  56 

John  Ii.  Hayward,         No.  3,  74  75 

James  Copeland,            No.  4,  33  70 

Dwelley  Fobes,             No.  5,  37  91 

Alfred  N.  Peckham,       No.  6,  7141 


$348  54 


For  Repairs  of  the  Highways,  by  the  Appropriation  of  1861, 

viz : 

By  Elihu  Leonard,  in  Dist.  No.  1,  $138  67 

Harrison  Pool,  No.  2,  138  76 

Samuel  Ryder,  No.  3,  121  00 

James  Copeland,  No.  4,  103  85 

Thomas  Ames,  No.  5,  144  70 

Daniel  B.  Taylor,  No.  6,  85  00 

  $731  9S 


For  finishing  the  Road  Contracts  of  I860,  from  the  Union 
School  House  to  Flaggy-meadow  Brook,  viz  ; 

To  J.  M.  Lothrop,  for  work  on  Sec.  1st,  $32  50 
To  S.  N.  Howard,  for  rebuilding  a 

bridge  on  Sec.  4th,  25  00 
To  James  Howard,  for  gravel  to  build 

Sec.  4th,  19  50 

To  Thos.  Snell,  for  building  Sec.  6th,  58  00 

-■.  $135  00 
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By  Special  Appropriation  for  Roads. 


To  B.  Dunbar  and  J.  M.  Lothrop, 

fnr  npw  hnildinp*  the  Flacrav- 

lui    iir«vv     u  it  1 1  u  i          IMG    x.  lu^^  j 

Meadow  Rridfre 

$245 

00 

J.  H.  Crossman,  for  graveling  the 

Denot  road 

178 

11 

George  Talbot  for  biiildinj?  two 

spptions  of  the  Ternsalprn  road 

187 

17 

L.  E.  Hayward,  for  shaping  one 

section  do., 

24 

80 

Tahpy  ("ionld   fnr  do  dn  • 

43 

40 

J.  M.  Lotl|£pp,  for  work  on  the 
road  near 'J0tis  Alger's, 

15 

01 

Geo.  H.  Perkins,  for  do.  do., 

21 

20 

Thomas  Snell,  for     do.  do., 

7 

59 

For  gravel  and   bridge  stones,  pur- 

chased by  the  Surveyor  of  Dist. 

No.  2, 

5 

35 

Gravel,  purchased  by  the  Sur- 

veyor for  Dist.  No.  3, 

8 

00 

Gravel,  purchased  by  the  Sur- 

veyor for  Dist.  No.  6, 

5 

06 

$740  69 


School-house  Taxes. 


For  paying  the  balance  of  the  school- 
house  tax  of  1853,  in  Dist.  No.  4,  $143 
Paying  the  balance  of  the  school- 
house  tax  of  1859,  in  Dist.  No  7,  8  00 
Paying  a  part  of  the  school  district 

tax  of  1861,  in  Union  District,        154  00 
Paying  a  part  of  the  school-house 

tax  of  1859,  for  Dist.  No.  2,  17  00 

  $1S0  43 


Town  Officers. 

To  Thompson  B.  Caldwell,  for  ser- 
vices as  School  Committee,  from 
Dec.  1,  1860,  to  March  18,  1861,  $16  50 

To  Fred.  Copeland,  for  services  as 

School  Committee,  27  75 
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To  Geo.  A.  Collamore,  for  services  as 
I     School  Committee, 
l  To  Geo.  A.  Collamore,  for  services  as 

Town  Clerk  from  March  18,  to  Oct. 

16,  1861, 

To  James  Howard  for  services  as 

Selectman,  Assessor  and  Overseer 

of  the  Poor, 
To  James  Howard,  for  services  as 

Town  Clerk  from  Nov.  2,  1860,  to 

March  18,  1861, 
To  Albert  Copeland,  for  services  as 

Selectman,  Assessor  and  Overseer  of 

the  Poor, 

To  Geo.  D.  Ryder,  for  services  as 
Selectman,  Assessor  and  Overseer  of 
the  Poor, 

To  Job  Bartlett,  for  service  as  sexton, 
To  J.  B.  Holmes,  for  tolling  the  bell 

at  20  deaths. 
To  Caleb  Howard,  for  tolling  the  bell 

at  16  deaths, 
To  Thomas  Pratt,  for  warning  three 

town  meetings, 
To  Thomas  Pratt,  a  special  allowance 

for  collecting  certain  poll  taxes, 
To  George  M.  Pratt,  for  warning  one 

town  meeting,  and  obtaining  money 

for  the  use  of  the  Town, 
To  James  Copeland,  for  service  as 

Road  Committee, 
To  Jabez  Gould,  for  service  as  Road 

Committee, 
To  Jonas  Hartwell,  for   service  as 

Road  Committee, 
To  Lewis  G.  Howard,  for  service  as 

Auditing  Committee, 
To  Nahum  Snell,  for  service  as  Aud- 
iting Committee, 
To  Barnabas  Dunbar,  for  service  as 
Auditing  Committee, 


$36  00 
18  31 
92  22 
6  50 

38  25 

21  00 

39  20 

10  00 
8  00 
1  80 

90 

1  60 
17  25 

11  00 
1  50 

75 
1  00 
1  50 

  $351  03 
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FOR  AID  TO  THE  FAMILIES  OF  VOLUNTEERS, 

From  this  Town,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  which  it 
is  expected,  will   be  reimbursed  by  the  Commonwealth, 


Prior  to  January  1,  1862,  $715  69 

Since  January  1,  1S62,  272  00 

FOR  INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 
To  B.  W  Harris,  Esq.,  for  service,  $l  00 
t  or  defending  the  case  of  A.  A.  James, 
libellant,  vs.  Smith,  at  the  S.  J 
Court,  May,  1862,  44  4Q 
To  the  Collector  of  taxes,  for  commit- 
ting Martin  Cunningham,  3  Q() 
For  school  books,  purchased  by  the 

School  Committee,                    /  13  60 

For  interest  on  hired  money,  5  qq 

For  repairing  the  hearse,  j0  0() 

For  the  use  of  the  Town  Hall,  40  (JO 
For  printing  the  Town  Reports,  and 
Abstract  of  the  Valuation,  and  ad- 

vertising,  56  n 
rov  the  expense  of  two  journeys  to 

Boston,  and  one  to  Quincy,  4  55 

For  blank  books  and  paper,  2  92 

For  postage  and  express,  2  44 

For  blank  receipts  for  the  Collector,  5  (JO 

For  registering  a  deed,  45 


$987  69 


  $189  71 

THE  TREASURER  HAS  ALSO  BEEN  CREDITED  WITH 
THE  FOLLOWING  SUMS,  Viz  :— 

Six  per  cent,  discount  on  the  taxes 

Q  f0'  186  \  $371  53 

Sundry  abatements  on  the  State, 
County  and  Town  taxes  for  1860 
and  1861,  l7  Q5 

Abatements  on  the   School  District 

tax  of  1861,  for  Union  District,  70 


$389  28 
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The  foregoing  expenses  amount  to  $7,355  66 
Leaving  a  balance  this  day  in  the 

Treasury,  of  2,391  41 
Which,  if  the  sum  due  from  the  State 

for  aid  advanced  to  families  of  Vol- 


unteers, were  added,  would  amount 


to  $3,379  10 


Liabilities  of  the  Treasury. 

Due  School  District  No.  1,  of  the  last 

year's  appropriation,  $328  65 

Due  School  District  No.  2.  of  the  last 

year's  appropriation,  172  12 

Due  School  District  No.  3,  of  the  last 

year's  appropriation,  109  85 

Due  School  District  No.  4,  of  the  last 

year's  appropriation,  100  15 

Due  School  District  No.  5,  of  the  last 

year's  appropriation,  183  47 

Due  School  District  No.  7,  of  the  last 

yenr's  appropriation,  114  31 

J)ue  School  District  No.  8,  of  the  last 

year's  appropriation,  123  21 

Due  Union  District,  of  the  last  year's 

appropriation,  224  06 

  $1,355  82 


For  Repairs  of  the  Highways. 

Due  District  No.  1,  $61  33 

"        "       "  2,  35  90 

"        "       "   3,  59  00 

"        "       "   4,  52  38 

"       "       "   5,  30  69 

"        "       "   6,  60  94 


$300  24 
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School  District  Taxes. 

Due  School  District  No.  L,  the  remain- 
der of  the  School  House  Taxes,  of 
1S56-5S:  $24  46 

Due  School  District  No.  2,  the  remain- 
der of  the  School  House  Tax  of 
1859,  10  95 

Due  School  District  No.  3,  the  amount 

of  the  Dist.  Tax  of  1S61,  51  22 

Due  Union  District,  the  remainder  of 

the  Dist.  Tax  of  1861,  107  99 


$194  62 


For  the  use  of  the  Town  Hall  for  one 

year,  ending  April  7  next,  40  00 

The  above  liabilities  amount  to  $1890  68 


To  pay  which,  will  reduce  the  Treas- 
ury from  its  present  condition,  to  $500  73 


EXPENSES  AND  RECEIPTS  OF  THE  ALMSHOUSE  ESTAB- 
LISHMENT, FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  1,  1862. 

Expenses. 

Inventory  of  property  on  hand,  March  1,  1S61,  $657  05 
For  the  first  month  of  the  past  year,  there  was 

paid  out  of  the  Treasury  for  flour,  grain,  and 

groceries,  meat,  provisions,  &c,  the  sum  of  12  36 

From  April  1,  to  July  22,  during  which 

time  T.  Rowell  had  charge  of  the 

establishment,  the  expenses  were  as 

follows,  viz.: 


Flour  and  grain, 

$42  04 

Meat  and  provisions, 

71  30 

VV.  L  goods  and  groceries, 

41  00 

Liquors  and  medicines, 

2  93 

Tobacco,  snuff  and  pipes, 

3  91 

Grass  and  garden  seeds, 

4  05 

Wooden,  earthen  and  glass  wares, 

6  14 

11 


Bed-cords  and  clothes-lines,  $  3  19 

[Tools,  &c,  14  94 

Clothing,  10  71 

'Cotton  cloths,  &c,  8  74 


Besides  using  about  600  lbs.  of  salt  meat,  and 
jail  other  provisions  which  were  in  the  House  on 
said  1st  day  of  April.    And  many  articles  of  house- 
mold  goods  were  not  to  be  found  after  said  incum- 
bent was  discharged. 

From  July  22d,  to  this  date,  the  estab- 
lishment has  paid  for  work,  $5  93 
^Household  goods,  3  92 
Clothing,  about  12  00 
Meat,  6  86 
fFlour,  grain,  groceries,  provisions,  &c,  125  47 


There  has  been  paid  for  repairs  in  the 

house,  $20  25 

iFor  repairing  an  ox  cart,  5  25 

Stoves  and  ware,  25  21 

Super,  of  lime,  10  62 

Pasture,  4  00 

Neat  stock,  47  58 

Swine,  22  00 

Warden's  salary,  115  50 

Physician's  bills,  11  26 

One  coffin,  7  00 


Six  per  cent,  interest  of  the  cost  of 

the  farm,  $140  47 

Nine  per  cent,  interest  on  buildings,  54  00 

Ten      "  "  furniture  and 

tools,  25  34 


$208  95 


$154  18 


$268  67 


-     $219  81 


$1,521  02 
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Recceipts. 


For  hay, 


Lumber, 
Work  with  teams, 
Four  calves, 
Old  iron  and  lead, 
Butter  and  milk, 
Grease  and  ashes, 
Two  hides, 
Three  pigs, 

Boarding  Freeman  Lothrop, 


$76  97 
16  10 
19  47 
23  11 
2  15 
S  10 
2  57 
4  50 
9  50 
2  00 


Bills  due  the  establishment,  about 

Inventory  of  property  on  hand  March  1,  1862, 


$164  47; 
20  00 
723  43 


$907  90 


The  above  account  makes  the  cost  of  supporting 
the  establishment,  together  wth  the  interest  on 
the  cost  thereof,  and  repairs,  stock  and  furnish- 
ing goods,  supplied,  appear  to  be 


$613  12 


During  the  three  and  two-thirds  months  which  Mr.  Rowell 
had  charge  of  the  establishment,  there  was  at  least  one  hun- 
dred dollars  of  unnecessary  expense,  which  did  no  one  (herd 
any  good  ;  since  that  time  it  has  been  managed  prudently,  and; 
the  house  and  its  inmates  are  neat,  comfortable,  and  fare  well. 

But  there  are  other  causes  besides  improvidence  which  have! 
made  the  expenses  of  the  Alms  House  unusually  large  of  late. 
The  paupers,  who  formerly  performed  considerable  labor,  are 
mostly  past  labor;  and  there  has  been  much  sickness  in  the 
house.  The  farm  has  depreciated  for  want  of  labor  and  judi- 
cious management;  the  house  needed  repairs,  and  the  stock  of 
furnishing  goods  had  become  reduced  by  wear  or  elopement. 

The  present  number  of  paupers  in  the  Alms  House  is  five  ; 
the  average  number  therein  during  the  year,  including  transient 
ones,  was  5  9-26.  The  cost  per  week,  of  each  pauper  in  the 
house  during  the  last  year,  including  all  the  charges  against 
the  establishment  as  above  made,  was  $2  20. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LIQUOR  AGENCY. 


Dr. 

To  stock  in,  March  1,  1861,  $100  00 

Cash  received  for  liquors,  260  11 

$360  11 


Cr. 

For  money  paid  for  liquors,  $179  57 

Paying  agent's  salary,  75  00 

"      for  incidentals,  45 

Money  refunded  to  Town  Treasury,  5  09 

Stock  in  trade,  March  1,  1862,  100  00 


$360  11 


ALBERT  COPELAND,  Agent. 
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Marriages  recorded  in  West  Bridgewater,  during  the  Year 

1861. 


No. 

Date. 

Name-. 

i 

l. 

Jan. 

16, 

nenry  vv  .  ijeacu  anu  juiid  r  ,  Dai  lie  it. 

o 

Feb. 

12, 

•rxipiicus  v^rubuy  dim  iMdiiiid  ivingmdn. 

3. 

March  18, 

Charles  Perkins  and  Agnes  Flagg. 

4. 

May- 

1, 

Washington  Tower,  Jr.,  and  Hannah  H.  Hart  well. 

5. 

May 

17, 

George  W.  Fisher  and  Mary  G.  Soule. 

6. 

May 

30, 

Roland  F.  Alger  and  Catherine  L.  Dunbar. 

7. 

July 

3, 

Clarkson  W.  Richards  and  Marietta  Thayer, 

8. 

July 

31, 

John  Pye  and  Hannah  W.  Johnson. 

9. 

Sept. 

1, 

John  E.  Caldwell  and  Martha  J.  Morey. 

10. 

Sept. 

12, 

Granville  0.  Talbot  and  Eunice  Ashport. 

11. 

Oct. 

is, 

George  Hayward  and  Harriet  F.  Perkins. 

12. 

Dec. 

25, 

George  M.  Pratt  and  Helen  Copeland. 

Notice  of  the  Intention  of  Marriage  between  the  following 
named  persons  has  been  recorded  hi  said  Town  during  the 
year  aforesaid : 

June  28,  Roscoe  Tucker  and  Pamelia  C.  Smith 

June  11,  Elijah  Hancock  and  Julia  H.  Briggs. 

June  22,  George  W.  Nye  and  Margarette  A.  Lothrop. 

July  13,  Robert  Connays  and  Mary  Dwyre. 

Oct.  15,  Nahum  Johnson  and  Elizabeth  A*  Packard-, 


The  number  of  births  recorded  in  West  Bridgewater,  during 
the  year  1861,  was  35. 
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Deaths  recorded  in  West  Bridgewater  during  the  year  1861. 


No. 

Date. 

Name. 

Age. 

Disease. 

Yrs. 

Mos. 

Days 

Jan. 

5 

Miles  O'Neil 

22 

Consumption. 

o 
u 

Feb. 

4 

Alvo  "P q lr q v r\ 

64 

2 

19 

3 

Feb. 

17 

Hannah  R.  Copclancl 

70 

7 

10 

Dropsy. 

4 

Feb. 

28 

Sarah  Keith 

87 

29 

Old  age. 

5 

Mar. 

6 

Ada  F.  Hancock. 

2 

1 

24 

Congestion  of  lungs. 

g 

Mar. 

14 

T.finrn  Dnnhnr 

21 

2 

24 

Puerperal  fever. 

1 

Mar. 

19 

24 

10 

7 

8 

April 

9 

Patty  Lothrop 

53 

5 

20 

Consumption. 

g 

April 

9 

VV  cllialC   X!i«  QIJCU.  •  •  • 

7 

30 

Pnpnmnnifl 

10 

May- 

1 

LI  J  Cl  11  JO  J  •  /ll^tJL  •  , 

8 

4 

23 

Tt  I  nil  t  H  ptm 

11 

May 

10 

Wesley  Churchill. . . 

1 

7 

6 

Diphtheria. 

12 

May 

14 

73 

9 

1 

Old  age. 

13 

May 

21 

66 

5 

Disease  of  heart. 

14 

June 

15 

Susanna  Hay  ward  . . 

74 

6 

5 

Disease  of  heart. 

15 

June 

27 

23 

1 

11 

Hepatitis  and  congest,  of  brain. 

16 

July 

17 

Sarah  M.  Pratt  , 

11 

22 

Dysentery. 

17 

July 

21 

Anna  M.  Jennings  . . 

1 

11 

17 

Scarlatina. 

18 

July 

30 

79 

4 

4 

Dysentery. 

19 

Aug. 

5 

Ella  Cole  

8 

5 

16 

Scarlatina. 

20 

Aug. 

13 

57 

Dysentery. 

21 

Aug. 

15 

Chester  F.  Eaton  

1 

5 

28 

Dysentery. 

22 

Aug. 

19 

William  Copeland.. . 

63 

1 

16 

Apoplexy. 

23 

Aug. 

23 

56 

4 

16 

Dropsy. 

24 

Sept. 

10 

73 

7 

16 

Paralysis. 

25 

Sept. 

23 

Flora  H.  Fadden.... 

4 

5 

Hooping  cough  and  consumption 

26 

Oct. 

4 

John  E.  Lothrop. . . . 

49 

7 

14 

Consumptien. 

27 

Oct. 

18 

Caroline  Colwell  

57 

2 

13 

Consumption. 

28 

Nov. 

6 

John  B.  Dunbar  

18 

11 

20 

Typhoid  Fever. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  WEST  BKIDGEWATER 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  1,  1863. 


In  giving  a  report  of  the  several  schools  under  onr  care,  it 
may  be  proper  to  say,  that  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Pratt's  not 
wishing  to  take  any  active  part  in  visiting  the  schools,  those 
in  the  different  parts  of  the  town,  were  put  under  the  care  of 
a  sub-committee  of  the  other  two,  each  of  whom  has  given 
his  personal  attention  to  the  ones  assigned  to  him,  and  his 
report  of  the  same  is  here  presented. 

DISTRICT  No.  1. 

Grammar  Department^  Summer  Term, 

Oollamore,  Visiting  Committee  ;  Mrs.  L.  R.  Cooper,  Teacher. 

No  very  noticeable  change  in  the  condition  of  this  school, 
can  be  recorded.  There  appeared  to  be  a  lack  of  ambition  to 
excel  in  the  accomplishments  which  belong  to  the  school  room 
and  sufficient  interest,  to  bind  the  scholar  to  his  book,  was  not 
aroused.  The  teacher  labored  under  the  same  disadvantages 
which  have  been  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  even  to  a 
greater  degree,  and  uncorrected  inaccuracies  in  recitations  were 
frequently  noticed.  The  occurrence  of  an  epidemic  disease, 
which  shortened  the  term,  was  not,  therefore,  considered  a 
serious  detriment  to  the  school. 
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Primary  Department. 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Howard,  Teacher. 

The  Summer  Term  in  this  department,  has  furnished  us 
with  no  prominent  features  for  commendation.  The  disci- 
pline of  the  school  being  extremely  lax,  it  need  not  be  sur- 
prising that  small  progress  was  made  in  studiousness  and 
scholarly  behavior.  The  remark  made  by  a  visitor  that  "she 
did  not  know  whether  it  was  school-time  or  recess,"  portrays 
Sn  a  general  manner  the  condition  of  the  school.  This  term 
was  also  cut  short  by  sickness,  which,  under  the  circumstan- 
ces, was  not  much  to  be  regretted. 


Winter  Term. 

Hammond,  Visiting  Committee  ;  D.  H.  Pratt,  Teacher. 

Mr.  Pratt  is  a  member  of  the  School  Committee  of  Eastern, 
and  has  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  teacher  and  disciplinarian 
among  his  own  townsmen.  And  we  are  happy  to  say,  that 
among  us  he  is  winning  "  golden  opinions." 
I  Taking  the  report  of  Dr.  Collamore  for  the  Summer  Term, 
as  a  basis  for  the  remark,  we  feel  ourselves  authorized  to  say, 
that  he  has  brought  "order  out  of  confusion,"  and  has 
secured  a  good  degree  of  interest  on  the  part  of  the  scholars 
in  their  studies,  and  thoroughness  and  correctness  in  their 
recitations.  We  think  the  District  are  receiving  an  equivalent 
for  their  money. 


Primary  Department 

Mrs.  L.  K.  Cooper,  Teacher. 

Mrs.  Cooper  has  been  before  the  public  as  a  teacher  several 
terms,  and  as  a  Committee,  we  shall  not  add  to  former  reports. 
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District  No.  %  , 

i 

Copeland,  Visiting  Committee  ;  Miss  O.  T.  Howard,  Teacher. 

This  school  was  under  the  care  of  the  same  teacher  who 
taught  it  with  si.ccess  the  summer  before,  but  owing  to  the 
school  being  considerable  larger,  or  for  some  reason,  unknown 
to  the  Committee,  the  school  was  not  marked  with  the  same 'j 
degree  of  energy  which  we  had  before  found  in  her  schools. 

Winter  Term. 

Hammond,  Visiting  Committee  ;  E.  G.  Ames,  Teacher. 

Mr.  Ames  is  a  member  of  the  School  Committee  in  North  ' 
Bridgewater.  He  is  an  old  teacher,  correct,  competent  and  j 
successful. 

The  term  was  but  ten  weeks,  and  altogether  too  short  to 
secure  the  best  interests  of  the  school. 


District  No.  3. 

Copeland,  Visiting  Committee ;  Miss  Emily  B.  Reed, 

Teacher. 

This  school  was,  both  summer  and  winter,  under  the  care 
of  a  teacher  who  is  so  well  known  in  this  town,  that  it  is 
needless  for  us  to  say  more  than  that  she  maintained  the 
character  she  has  so  long  enjoyed,  as  one  of  our  very  best 
teachers. 

The  winter  term  was  shortened  on  account  of  sickness, 
which  very  much  lowered  the  per  cent,  of  attendance  and 
impaired  the  usefulness  of  the  school. 


District  No.  4. 

Collamore,  Visiting  Committee ;  Mrs.  M.  L.  Seele,  Teacher. 

At  the  Committee's  first  and  second  visits,  this  school  pre- 
sented some  features  requiring  correction,  and  it  was  feared 
that  the  term  might  not  result  favorably  to  the  interests  of 
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the  school.  Some  hints  were  therefore  given  by  us  as  to  its 
management  and  conduct.  At  subsequent  visits  it  was  found 
that  considerable  improvement  in  this  respect  had  been  made, 
and  the  last  half  of  the  term  was  characterized  by  good  order 
and  fair  progress  in  studies.  On  the  whole,  the  school  was 
[tolerably  successful,  and  we  were  happily  disappointed  in  the 
result.  The  sudden  illness  of  the  teacher,  near  the  comple- 
tion of  the  term,  prevented  a  formal  examination. 

District  No.  5,  Summer  Term. 

Collamoue,  Visiting  Committee  ;  Miss  M.  B.  Hall,  Teacher. 

The  Summer  Term  of  this  school  may  be  considered  as 
quite  successful.  Without  any  striking  display  of  energy  or 
activity,  the  school  was  conducted  quietly  and  steadily,  the 
recitations  were  in  the  main,  prompt  and  intelligible,  the  dis- 
cipline mild,  but  apparently  effectual.  Criticisms  might  of 
course  be  made  on  minor  points,  but  on  the  whole  the  appear- 
ance of  the  school  was  quite  satisfactory. 

Winter  Term. 

Copeland,  Visiting  Committee  ;  Miss  M.  B.  Hall,  Teacher, 

The  remarks  upon  the  summer  school,  will  apply  equally 
well  to  the  winter  term. 


District  No.  6. 
Under  the  care  of  the  East  Bridgewater  Committee. 


District  No.  7. 

Copeland,  Visitor;  Miss  H.  F.  Perkins,  Teacher. 

This  school  has  heretofore  been  marked  by  great  irregular- 
ity of  attendance ;  more  so  in  fact  than  any  other  school  in 
town  (last  year  the  per  cent,  of  attendance  being  only  06  of 
the  whole  number),  therefore  we  did  not,  at  the  commence- 
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ment,  look  for  any  marked  improvement,  but  rather  a  dull, 
tedious  summer  for  both  teacher  and  pupils,  but  when,  at  sub- 
sequent visits,  we  found  nearly  every  scholar  there,  and  labor- 
ing with  diligence,  we  were  very  happily  disappointed. 

The  teacher  deserves  much  praise  for  her  judicious  intro- 
duction of  general  exercises,  thereby  relieving  the  monotony 
of  the  daily  routine,  and  keeping  up  the  interest  of  the  schol-! 
ars,  besides  giving  them  much  information  which  will  be  of 
use  to  them  in  every  day  life. 

This  school,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  table,  has  the  highest 
per  cent,  of  attendance  of  any  summer  school. 


District  No.  8. 

Copeland,  Visitor ;  Miss  S.  S.  Wade,  Teacher. 

This  was  Miss  Wade's  first  attempt  at  school  teaching,  and 
she  found  the  school,  at  the  commencement,  in  a  very'disor- 
derly  state  ;  but  at  the  second  visit  of  the  Commute,  we 
marked  the  order,  perfect,  which  she  maintained  throughout 
both  summer  and  winter  terms  ;  the  school  also  made  fair  pro- 
gress in  their  several  studies,  and  we  think  Miss  Wade  prom- 
ises to  make  an  excellent  teacher. 


Union  District. 
Hammond,  Visiting  Committee  ;  W.  H.  Alden,  Teacher. 

Mr.  Alden  came  to  us  a  stranger,  and  we  were  not  hasty  in 
forming  our  opinion  of  him.  After  careful  and  frequent  exam- 
inations of  his  school,  we  feel  ourselves  prepared  to  say,  that  as 
a  common  school  teacher,  he  is  competent,  interested,  faithful, 
and  eminently  successful.  No  recitations  we  listened  to  as  a 
Committee  were  more  satisfactory  than  those  of  this  school. 
The  order  we  have  regarded  as  a  little  lax,  but  not  sufficiently 
so  as  to  essentially  injure  the  school. 

This  want  of  discipline  we  are  constrained  to  believe  has 
arisen  from  an  unusual  readiness  to  submit  to  authority,  which 
has  naturally  resulted  in  a  more  lenient  government  than  would 
have  otherwise  been  established.  Mr.  Alden  has  been  assisted 
by  Miss  Orinthia  T.  Howard,  who  has  proved  herself  admira- 
bly adapted  to  her  work. 
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SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

The  very  first  thing  towards  having  a  good  school,  is  to 
have  a  good  school  house,  and  there  has  certainly  been  a  great 
improvement  in  them  within  the  last  ten  years;  but  there  is 
still  room  for  much  more.  The  house  in  No.  3,  although  a 
very  good  one  in  other  respects,  is  altogether  too  small  for  the 
school,  and  has  subjected  both  teacher  and  scholar  to  much 
inconvenience.  Those  in  Nos.  4  and  7  are  old  and  ill 
arranged,  and  we  hope  before  many  years  to  see  them  give 
place  to  more  modern  structures. 

That  in  No.  8  is  entirely  unfit  for  a  school-room  in  every 
respect,  and  we  hope  the  district  will  take  measures  to  substi- 
tute something  more  suitable  for  the  purpose  before  another 
year  goes  by. 

Before  concluding  our  Report,  we  would  wish  to  say  some- 
thing to  arouse  an  interest  in  the  people  of  this  town  for 
their  schools.  It  may  be  answered,  that  we  already  raise 
more  money  for  this  than  for  any  other  one  thing  ;  this  we 
admit,  nor  shall  we  ask  you  to  raise  more,  (although  we  believe 
there  is  no  more  profitable  way  of  investing  money  than  in 
educating  our  children),  but  we  do  ask  you  to  take  more 
interest  in  expending  the  money  you  have  voted;  we  ask 
you  to  bestow  a  little  of  your  time  as  well  your  money  ;  we 
ask  you  to  have  interest  enough  in  your  schools  to  go  to  your 
district  meetings,  and  see  that  men  are  chosen  for  prudential 
committee  who  have  some  interest  in  the  welfare  of  your 
schools,  and  see  to  it  that  they  expend  your  money  so  as 
not  to  lay  the  town  liable  for  heavy  fines  for  not  having  a 
sufficient  amount  of  schooling.  We  ask  you  to  have  suffi- 
cient interest  in  your  children's  welfare  to  occasionally  visit 
them  in  their  school-room,  for  nothing  else  will  do  so  much 
to  increase  their  interest  as  to  know  that  their  parents  are 
interested  in  them,  and  not  that  only,  but  it  encourages  your 
teacher.  We  think  our  teachers  have  endeavored  to  do  their 
duty,  and  a  large  majority  have  succeeded  in  keeping  good 
schools.  One  of  the  greatest  discouragements  which  they 
have  to  contend  with  is  the  irregularity  of  attendance,  but 
this  has  been  remedied  in  some  measure  the  past  year.  And 
to  encourage  those  who  have  been  punctual,  and  to  endeavor 
to  stimulate  others  to  do  likewise,  we  subjoin  a  list  of  all 
those  scholars  who  have  neither  been  tardy  or  absent  during 
the  past  year. 
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DISTRICT  Xo.  1. 

Geimjiab  Department. 

Summer  Term. 

Alice  Howard.  Helen  Howard- 

Hannah  Dunbar.  Lucy  Billings. 

Adelia  Dunbar.  Lizzie  Hancock. 

Primary  Department. 
Ella  L.  Rounds. 


Grammar  Department. 
Winter  Term. 

James  Pasco.  William  F.  Winship. 

William  C.  Pasco.  Edward  G.  Hersey. 

Joseph  Pasco.  Alice  Howard. 

Adelia  Dunbar.  Herbert  Howard. 

Hannah  Dunbar.  Everett  Gould. 

Hattie  M.  Jennings. 

Primary  Department. 

Herbert  Alger.  Louisa  Jennings. 

Joseph  Jennings.  Mary  Alger. 

Irving  Howard.  Anna  Rounds. 

Charles  Burke.  Ella  Rounds. 

Loraine  Alger.  Carrie  Copeland. 

DISTRICT  No.  2. 

Summer  Term. 
Frank.  Copeland.  Fred.  Hartwell. 

Winter  Term, 
Fred.  Hartwell.  William  Connolly. 

DISTRICT  No.  3. 
Snmmer  Term. 

Lizzie  Martin.  Harriette  Copeland. 

William  Berkley. 
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Winter  Term. 

Samuel  Copeland.  Charles  W.  Copeland. 

DISTRICT  No.  4. 
Sarah  F.  Howard.  Helen  Packard. 

DISTRICT  No.  5. 

Summer  Term. 

Dianna  Beals.  Katie  Hassett. 

Katie  Dolan.  John  Dolan. 

DISTRICT  No.  7. 

Louise  Copeland.  Charles  Kane. 

Mary  L.  Perkins.  Walter  C.  Ripley. 

Helen  Ripley.  Fred.  Ripley. 

DISTRICT  No.  8. 

Summer  Term. 

Jane  Howard.  Irene  A.  Edgecomb. 

Susan  A.  Holmes.  Amanda  Howard. 

Emma  V.  Millet.  Eugene  O.  Geary. 

Winter  Term. 

Susan  A.  Holmes.  Amanda  Perkins. 

Emma  V.  Millet.  Albert  S.  Hayward. 

UNION  DISTRICT. 
Walter  C.  Ripley. 

The  number  of  scholars  between  five  and  fifteen,  the  first 
of  May,  1861,  was  375. 

Per  order  of  the  Committee. 

FRED.  COPELAND,  Secretary. 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS 


SELECTMEN,  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR, 


TOWN  CLERK 


TOWN  OF  WEST  BRIDGEWATER. 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  1,  1863. 


BOSTON: 

J.   E.   FARWELL   AND    COMPANY,  PRINTERS 

No.  37  Congress  Street. 

1  863  . 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

SELECTMEN,  OVERSEERS  OE  THE  POOR, 

AND 

TOWN  CLERK 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  WEST  BRIDGE  WATER, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  1,  1863. 


BOSTON: 

J.   E.   FARWELL   AND    COMPANY,  PRINTERS, 

No.  37  Congress  Street. 

1  8  6  3. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 


i  The  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  West  Bridge  water  submit  the  follow- 
ing Report,  showing  the  receipts,  expenditures,  and  financial  condition 
of  said  town  for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1863. 

We  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Town  Treasurer,  and  find 
that  there  has  been  received  into  the  Treasury  the  following  sums,  viz  : 


Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  March  1,  1862,  $  2,385  78 

Received  on  taxes  of  1862,  6,473  99 

Massachusetts  School  Fund,  76  13 

On  taxes  of  1861,  3  07 

For  dog  licenses,  52  00 

For  fine  for  keeping  an  unlicensed  dog,  10  00 

From  the  liquor  agency,  5  09 

For  supplies  to  paupers  belonging  to  other  towns,  26  51 
From  the  State,  for  aid  furnished  to  families  of 

volunteers  in  the  army  in  1861,  719  04 

Money  borrowed  of  Austin  Packard,  500  00 

William  Baylies,  1,000  00 

Francis  Dunbar,  450  00 

Azel  Howard,  2,550  00 

Howard  &  Washburn,  2,000  00 

P.  &  N.  Copeland  &  Co.,  500  00 

Mary  R.  Marshall,  500  00 

Avery  Fobes,  300  00 

J.  A.  Fobes,  100  00 

Caroline  Williams,  100  00 

E.  W.  Alger,  100  00 

N.  Brainard,  100  00 

Azel  Lothrop,  100  00 

H.  P.  Dunbar,  200  00 
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W.  D.  Lindsey, 

$  200 

00 

D.  W.  Tinkham, 

100 

00 

William  0.  Alger, 

100 

00 

M.  McMurphy, 

90 

00 

William  J.  Stanley, 

100 

00 

S.  D.  Bartlett, 

200 

00 

J.  A.  Millett, 

200 

00 

E.  C.  Colwell, 

200 

00 

P.  J.  Leonard, 

200 

00 

John  Kane, 

75 

00 

A.  W.  French, 

100 

00 

L.  F.  Alden, 

90 

00 

James  Fryes, 

100 

00 

Elizabeth  Colwell, 

100 

00 

J.  M.  Whitman, 

100 

00 

Melvin  Caldwell, 

125 

00 

C.  H.  Colwell, 

100 

00 

E.  K.  Bartlett, 

75 

00 

H.  M.  Mitchell, 

100 

00 

Bradford  Packard, 

50 

00 

E.  S.  Copeland, 

100 

00 

John  Copeland, 

100 

00 

S.  M.  Washburn, 

100 

00 

G.  T.  Shaw, 

100 

00 

A.  F.  Shaw, 

100 

00 

John  Shipman, 

75 

00 

J.  L.  Freeman, 

100 

00 

J.  M.  French, 

150 

00 

John  O'Neil, 

75 

00 

Hiram  Curtis, 

200 

00 

C.  T.  Morse, 

100 

L.  E.  Hayward, 

100 

00 

Davis  Alger, 

500 

00 

Eeceived  of  the  town  of  Somerset  for  transferring  seven 

men  to  their  account,  1,050  00 

Eeceived  of  the  town  of  Swansey  for  transferring  six 

men  to  their  account,  900  00 


$  24,406  61 
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We  find  that  the  Treasurer  has  paid  from  the  treasury  the  following 
sums,  viz :  — 


Paying  bounties  to  volunteers  in  the  army,  $ 

8,100 

00 

Disbursements  to  families  of  volunteers, 

3,124 

39 

State  tax, 

1,710 

00 

County  tax, 

920 

28 

For  the  support  of  schools, 

1,623 

99 

For  repairing  the  highways, 

923 

28 

For  the  support  of  the  poor  in  the  Almshouse, 

529 

00 

For  the  support  of  the  poor  out  of  the  Almshouse, 

330 

00 

For  the  support  of  H.  S.  Jackson  at  the  Keform  School, 

26 

00 

Soldiers'  Aid  Society, 

150 

00 

Taxes  abated  for  the  years  1856  to  1861, 

109 

10 

For  printing  town  reports,  blanks,  &c, 

31 

62 

For  the  use  of  the  Town  Hall, 

40 

00 

To  Liquor  Agent,  to  increase  the  stock, 

30 

00 

A  part  of  school  district  tax  in  Dist.  No.  1, 

17 

00 

The  balance  of  school  district  tax  in  Dist.  No.  2, 

10 

95 

A  part  of  school  district  tax  in  Dist.  No.  3, 

20 

04 

A  part  of  school  district  tax  in  Union  District, 

60 

00 

J.  L.  Freemen's  note, 

100 

00 

James  Fryes's  note, 

100 

00 

William  0.  Alger's  note,  with  interest, 

101 

60 

Hiram  Curtis' s  note,  with  interest, 

203 

83 

Azel  Howard,  two  notes,  with  interest, 

259 

36 

Howard  &  Washburn,  four  notes,  with  interest, 

2,026 

00 

Charles  T.  Morse,  a  note,  with  interest, 

102 

45 

Albert  W.  French,  a  note,  with  interest, 

101 

83 

Caroline  Williams,  a  note,  with  interest, 

102 

77 

Elizabeth  Col  well,  a  note,  with  interest, 

102 

50 

Orders  drawn  by  the  Selectmen,  for  incidental  exp's, 

482 

74 

Six  per  cent,  discount  the  taxes  of  1862, 

387 

58 

Balance  now  in  the  Treasury, 

2,580 

90 

$24,406  61 
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LIABILITIES  OF  THE  TOWN. 


Due  the  several  school  districts, 

Highway  districts, 
Eor  borrowed  money, 
For  interest  on  notes,  about 


ASSETS. 

Due  from  the  State,  for  aid  to  families  of  volunteers, 
Balance  in  the  treasury, 


Balance  against  the  town, 


$  1,117  92 

376  96 

9,455  00 

482  00 

$  11,230  88 

$  3,408  45 

2,580  90 


5,989  35 
5,241  53 

$  11,230  88 


Disbursements  to  families  of  volunteers  are  now  about  $  340  to 
$350,  monthly.  The  town  will  soon  be  called  upon  for  $  40  for  use  of 
the  hall,  besides  the  expenses  of  the  poor,  and  other  contingent  expenses. 

The  town  voted  to  raise  the  sum  of  $  1,400  for  the  support  of  schools, 
to  which  was  added  the  income  of  the  Massachusetts  School  Fund, 
$76.13  ;  which  was  divided  as  follows,  viz :  — 


District  No.  1,  with  100  persons  between  five  and  fifteen  years,  $313  30 


46 
28 
41 
41 
24 
89 
29 


179  79 
135  30 
167  43 
167  43 
89  00 
286  11 
137  77 


$  1,476  13 


District  Nos.  4  and  7  each  spend  one  half  of  their  school-money  in 
the  Union  District,  which  is  $  226.77  for  Union  District,  and  leaving 
No.  4  but  $  83.71,  and  No.  7  but  $  143.06. 

Each  School  District's  account  with  the  Town  Treasury  now  stands 
as  follows,  viz  :  — 
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District  No.  1. 


Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1862,  $  328  65 

Appropriation  of  1862,  313  30 

Amount,  641  95 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  387  61 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1862,  $  254  34 


District  No.  2. 


Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863,  $  172  12 

Appropriation  of  1862,  179  79 

Amount,  351  91 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  170  38 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863,  $  181  53 


District  No.  3. 


Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1862,  $  109  85 

Appropriation  of  1862,  13530 

Amount,  245  15 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  124  25 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863,  $  120  90 


District  No.  4. 


Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1862,  $  100  15 

Appropriation  of  1862,  83  71 

Amount,  183  86 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  80  84 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863,  $  103  02 


District  No.  6. 
Has  no  funds  in  the  Treasury. 
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District  No.  7. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,1862,  $11431 
Appropriation  of  1862,  143  06 

Amount,  257  37 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  106  50 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863,  $  150  87 

District  No.  8. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1862,  $  122  21 

Appropriation  of  1862,  137  77 

Amount,  260  98 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  171  21 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863,  $  89  77 
Union  District. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1862,  $  224  06 

Appropriation  for  1862,  226  77 

Amount,  450  83 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  233  34 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863,  $  217  49 

FOR  REPAIRS  OF  HIGHWAYS. 

The  Town  voted  the  sum  of  $  1,000  for  repairing  the  highways. 
Said  sum  was  divided  among  the  several  Districts  by  the  Selectmen 
and  Surveyors  of  Highways,  as  follows  :  — 

To  District  No.  1,  $200  00 

2,  175  00 

3,  180  00 

4,  150  00 

5,  150  00 

6,  145  00 

$1,000  00 
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Each  District's  account  with  the  Town  Treasury  now  stands  as  fol- 
lows, viz  :  — 

District  No.  1.    Samuel  N.  Howard,  Surveyor. 


Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1862,  $  61  33 

Appropriation  of  1862,  200  00 

i   

Amount,  261  33 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  233  70 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863,  $  27  63 

District  No.  2.    Linus  E.  Hayward,  Surveyor. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1862,  $  35  90 

Appropriation  of  1862,  175  00 

Amount,  210  90 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  143  40 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863,  $  67  50 

District  No.  3.    Erland  Thayer,  Surveyor. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1862,  $  59  00 

Appropriation  of  1862,  180  00 

Amount,  239  00 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  149  10 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863,  $  89  90 

District  No.  4.    Francis  Copeland,  Surveyor. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1862,  $  52  38 

Appropriation  of  1862,  150  00 

Amount,  202  38 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  151  97 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863,  $  50  41 
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District  No.  5.     Albert  W.  French,  Surveyor. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1862,  $  30  69 

Appropriation  for  1862,  150  00 


Amount,  180  69 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  136  11 


Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863,  $44  58 

District  No.  6.    Daniel  B.  Taylor,  Surveyor. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1862,  $  60  24 

Appropriation,  of  1862,  145  00 


Amount,  205  94 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  109  00 


Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863,  $  96  94 

INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

Paid  Dr.  A.  Millett,  for  examining  militiamen,    ,  $18  00 
Expenses  of  taking  Mrs.  Clarasa  Packard's  deposition 

at  Marshfield,  14  92 

Eor  school-books,  ordered  by  the  Committee,  3  55 

Willard  Ames,  for  moving  wall  back  on  the  road,  9  00 

For  blank  books,  postage,  and  expressage,  4  98 

For  travelling  expenses,  14  87 

Jonathan  White,  Esq.,  for  services,  3  00 

G-.  M.  Pratt,  for  various  duties,  18  20 

For  gravel,  purchased  by  Surveyors,  15  33 

George  Pratt,  for  warning  town  officers,  2  50 

John  B.  Holmes,  for  tolling  the  bell,  5  50 

care  of  and  lighting  the  Town  Hall,  6  00 

Caleb  Howard,  for  tolling  the  bell,  3  50 

For  witness'  fees,  in  case  of  Town  vs.  Bird,  4  60 


$  123  95 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 
Paid  James  Howard,  for  services  as  Selectman,  Assessor, 


Overseer  of  the  Poor,  and  Military  Committee, 

$  118 

87 

Albert  Copeland,  for  services  as  Selectman,  Assessor, 

Overseer  of  the  Poor,  and  Military  Committee, 

57 

25 

George  D.  Ryder,  for  services  as  Selectman,  Assessor, 

Overseer  of  the  Poor,  and  Military  Committee, 

20 

62 

Fred.  Copeland,  as  School  Committee, 

33 

70 

For  surveying, 

1 

00 

Charles  Hammond,  as  School  Committee, 

19 

50 

Nahum  Leonard,  Jr.,      "  " 

18 

00 

James  Copeland,  as  Road  Committee, 

11 

90 

Thomas  Ames,           "  " 

26 

25 

.Ta.bpz  (touIc!                "  " 

3 

23 

Barnabas  Dunbar,      "  " 

2 

25 

Austin  Packard,  for  services  as  Clerk, 

5 

52 

Other  services, 

7 

00 

Job  Bartlett,  for  going  with  the  hearse, 

28 

25 

Care  of  hearse  and  returning  deaths, 

5 

40 

$  358  74 

EXPENSES  AND  RECEIPTS  OF  THE  ALMSHOUSE, 

For  the  year  ending  March  1,  1863. 

Amount  of  stock  at  the  Almshouse,  as  estimated,  viz :  — 

3  tons  of  English  hay,  at  17.00, 

$51 

00 

3  tons  of  swale  hay,  at  14.00, 

42 

00 

1^  tons  of  meadow  hay,  corn  fodder,  and  straw, 

15 

00 

1 2  bushels  wheat, 

3 

00 

6       "  barley, 

6 

00 

20      "  corn, 

22 

00 

1       "  beans, 

3 

00 

1       "  meal, 

1 

00 

350  lbs.  salt  beef,  at  .08, 

28 

00 

50    "    dried  beef,  at  .12, 

6 

00 

350  "    salt  pork,  at  .10, 

35 

00 

154  lbs.  ham,  at  .10, 

15 

40 

70    "    lard,  at  .13, 

9 

10 

12 


24  lbs.  butter,  at  .30, 
45  bushels  of  potatoes,  .55, 
A  lot  of  other  vegetables, 
i  bbl.  flour, 

1  horse, 

2  oxen, 

5  cows  and  1  calf, 
2  swine, 
16  hens, 
2  turkeys, 
1  cart, 

1  pair  ox- wagon  wheels  and  hay  cart, 
1  ox  sled, 
1  harrow, 

4  ploughs  and  1  cultivator, 

Shovels  forks,  and  hoes, 

Axes,  hatchets,  iron  bar,  wedges,  and  pickaxe, 

Haying  tools, 

Ox-yoke  and  wood  saws, 

1  wheelbarrow, 

1  fall  and  blocks, 

1  gindstone, 

4  chains  and  team  harness  for  horse, 
120  loads  manure, 
A  lot  of  logs, 

Beds,  bedsteads,  and  bedding, 
1  clock, 

Stoves  and  fixings, 
Bills  due  the  house, 


EXPENDITURES  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  for  meat. 
Fish, 
Bye, 
Bread, 

Wheat,  to  sow, 
Butter  and  cheese, 
Beans, 


S  7  20 
24  75 
6  00 
3  00 

30  00 
130  00 
157  00 

22  00 

6  75 
3  00 

35  00 

10  00 
5  00 
5  00 

15  00 
5  00 
5  50 

10  00 
5  00 
5  50 
5  00 
3  50 

7  00 
120  00 

90  00 
110  00 
2  50 
20  00 

31  00 

$  1,116  20 

$  32  90 

10  66 
7  92 

11  24 

2  63 

3  76 
1  70 
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Paid  for  apples,  $  2  50 

Groceries,  1  30 

Medicines,  2  28 

Ice,  2  87 

Soap,  6  09 

Work  on  the  place,  4  90 

Repairs,  11  50 

Butchering,  2  17 

Smith  work,  6  26 

Wares  and  articles  not  named,  10  31 

Clothing,  11  32 

Wheelbarrow,  5  50 

Fall  and  blocks,  5  00 

Use  of  a  horse,  1  63 

Cattle,  15  27 

Swine,  4  08 

Hens,  2  82 

The  town  of  Norton,  a  claim  on  horse,  12  75 

For  manures,  20  05 
H.  Pool's  bill,  for  flour,  grain,  clothing,  groceries,  &c,     287  72 

Warden's  services,  150  00 
Dr.  J.  C.  Swan,  a  bill  for  1861  for  med.  attendance,       23  50 

Unpaid  bills,  about,  9  00 

Interest  on  farm,  tools,  and  furniture,  at  6,  9,  and  10  per 

cent.,  as  before,  219  81 

Inventory  of  stock  on  hand,  March  1,  1863,  743  43 


$  1,632  87 

RECEIPTS  OP  ALMSHOUSE. 

Received  for  milk,  $  2  00 

Eggs,  6  99 

Calves,  19  26 

Fowls,  6  89 

Hay,  3  50 

Grease  and  ashes,  4  54 

Butter,  2  50 

Pigs,  8  00 

Hide,  &c,  6  32 
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Eeceived  for  colt, 

$  19  00 

Straw  braid, 

3  50 

Pine  boards, 

6  82 

Old  iron  and  lead, 

7  09 

Use  of  bull, 

12  25 

ITT         1            /Y*    i  1  T 

Work  off  the  place, 

15  93 

G-.  Pool's  board, 

2  72 

Boot  between  oxen, 

10  00 

Eeceived  from  other  sources, 

o  uu 

Inventory  of  stock  on  hand  March  1,  1863, 

1,116  20 

1  ,ZOo  D  1 

Expenditures  of  Almshouse, 

$  1,632  87 

Eeceipts  of  Almshouse, 

1,258  51 

Balance  against  Almshouse, 

$374  36 

The  average  number  of  paupers  in  the  Almshouse  for  the  year  ending 
March  1,  1863,  was  7^.  The  average  cost  per  week,  including  the 
interest  on  the  Almshouse  establishment,  was  about  98^  cents. 

The  present  number  of  paupers  in  the  house  is  six. 


EXPENSE  OF  SUPPORTING  THIS  TOWN'S  POOR  OUT  OP  THE  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  for  supplies  for  S.  A.  Pike  and  children  at  North 


Bridgewater,  $20  58 

Paid  for  Phebe  Dunbar,  at  North  Bridgewater,  21  71 

For  William  Dunbar  and  family,  at  Eaynham,  134  51 

For  George  Pool  and  family,  6  75 


$  183  55 
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EXPENSE  OF  POOR  BELONGING  TO  OTHER  TOWNS. 

Paid  for  supplies  for  W.  N.  Jackson,  of  North  Bridgewater,  $19  51 

A.  Dean's  family,  of  Taunton,  7  00 
Funeral  charges  and  supplies  for  E.  Lumbert,  Jr., 

and  family,  —  settlement  unknown,0  115  25 

Supplies  to  Martin  Cunningham's  family, f  4  65 

$146  41 

JAMES  HOWARD,      ")  Selectmen 
ALBERT  COPELAND,  [  of 
GEORGE  D.  RYDER,  )  West  Bridgewater. 


LIQUOR  AGENCY. 
Dr. 

To  stock  in  trade,  March  1,  1862,  $  100  00 

Sales  of  liquors  during  the  year,  281  86 

Cash  from  the  Town  Treasury,  30  00 


$411  86 


Cr. 

For  liquors  bought  during  the  year,  $  224  58 

Agent's  salary,  75  00 

Incidental  expenses,  43 

Stock  in  trade,  March  1,  1863,  111  85 


$411  86 


PROFIT  AND   LOSS  ACCOUNT. 

Dr.    Total  stock  invested  in  the  Agency,  $  130  00 

Cr.    Stock  in  trade,  March  1,  1863,  111  85 


Loss,  $18  15 

ALBERT  COPELAND,  Agent. 

*  We  have  not  been  able  to  find  the  settlement  of  the  Lumberts,  although 
we  have  tried  every  available  source  that  we  know  of.  They  probably  belong 
to  Falmouth. 

f  Cunningham  was  killed  in  the  army,  and  we  supposed  him  to  be  a  State 
pauper. 
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INTENTIONS  OF  MARRIAGE  RECORDED  IN  WEST  BRIDGE- 
WATER,  FROM  JAN.  1,  1862,  TO  JAN.  1,  1863. 


iN  0. 

Date. 

Names  of  Groom  and  Bride. 

i. 

Feb. 

10, 

Nahum  Stetson,  Jr.,  and  Alice  W.  Ames. 

o 
A. 

Feb. 

28, 

Daniel  E.  Brown,  Jr.,  and  Sarah  F.  Lawton. 

Q 

o. 

May 

31, 

John  Jti.  Cole  and  .Lucy  Hi.  Alger. 

A 

June 

12, 

Benjamin  B.  Howard  and  Harriet  M.  Howard. 

0. 

June 

16, 

HiUsidoe  xiowcirci  ana,  lyiary  jiiizd  ivionioe. 

£* 
0. 

July 

30, 

Noah  A.  F.  Ashport  and  Eunice  Ashport. 

7 

Aug. 

13, 

TVir>Tri€»a  TVTficrm  nnrl  TVT q vf . n n    A  Fiohat 
X  IlULUcto  IVLctoUJU  till  LI  XY-L  ckl  Olldi  xx.   1  ISIItl. 

8. 

Aug. 

28, 

Howard  T.  Marshall  and  Sarah  A.  Dunbar. 

9. 

Aug. 

30, 

William  0.  Shaw  and  Lydia  T.  Morse. 

10. 

Sept. 

1, 

Charles  H  Colwell  and  Sarah  F.  Morey. 

11. 

Sept. 

10, 

Charles  V.  Howard  and  Augusta  N.  Holmes. 

12. 

Sept. 

21, 

George  T.  Shaw  and  Alinda  J.  Billings. 

13. 

Nov. 

14, 

Daniel  Conway  and  Mary  A.  Roche. 

14. 

Nov. 

22, 

Daniel  H.  Pratt  and  Sarah  E.  Peckham. 

15. 

Nov. 

27, 

Nathan  Edson  and  Eunice  A.  Ryder. 

16. 

Nov. 

27, 

Benjamin  F.  Raymond  and  Mary  E.  Wilbur. 

17. 

Nov. 

27, 

George  R.  Drake  and  Mary  F.  Taylor. 

18. 

Dec. 

19, 

Charles  S.  Alger  and  Ellen  F.  Dunbar. 

19. 

Dec. 

26, 

Bradford  Wade  and  Martha  Copeland. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  West  Bridgewater  from  January 
1,  1862,  to  January  1,  1863,  is  45. 

JOHN  W.  HOWARD,  Town  Clerk 
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Deaths  registered  in  West  Bridgewater  during  the  year  1862. 


Date. 


Names. 


AGE. 

Yrs. 

Mos, 

Dys. 

5 

1 

20 

6 

9 

57 

9 

11 

89 

9 

4 

68 

10 

17 

29 

4 

89 

8 

20 

23 

7 

8 

5 

18 

35 

9 

29 

41 

3 

10 

7 

11 

1 

5 

9 

22 

7 

7 

16 

6 

18 

57 

7 

40 

2 

23 

1 

11 

23 

6 

11 

R 

1 

11 

8 

1 

4 

53 

9 

5 

6 

6 

11 

45 

6 

7 

15 

90 

26 

3 

7 

5 

1 

2 

6 

2 

26 

68 

5 

6 

5 

10 

17 

3 

3 

2 

26 

4 

24 

8 

1 

25 

10 

3 

1 

64 

72 

1 

21 

29 

9 

15 

22 

26 

7 

6 

1 

4 

1 

28 

3 

7 

2 

10 

9 

Disease, 


Jan.  15. 
Jan.  29. 
Feb.  17. 
March  12. 
March  19. 
April  16. 
April  17. 
May  17. 
May  20. 
May  23. 
May  27. 
May  30. 
May  28. 
June  7. 
June  9. 
June  19. 
June  24. 
June  28. 
June  30. 
Julys. 
July  11. 
July  18, 
Aug.  15. 
Sept.  2. 
Oct,  4. 
Oct.  8. 
Oct.  12. 
Oct.  15. 
Oct.  16. 
Oct.  20. 
Nov.  3, 
Nov.  17. 
Nov.  17. 
Nov.  24. 
Nov.  25. 
Dec.  1, 
Dec.  3. 
Dec.  16. 
Dec.  20. 
Dec.  28. 
March  29. 
June  10. 
June  21. 
iVug.  1. 
Dec.  30. 


Henry  E.  Perkins  

George  W,  Pool,  

Mira  H.  Ames  

Rachel  Lothrop . ,  

Abigail  Packard  

Frederic  W.  Shaw  

Bathsheba  Howard  . . . 
Emeline  O.  Packard. . . 

Abby  J.  Howard  

Mary  J,  Pool  

Ezra  Lumbert,  Jr  

Charles  Conlon.. ,  

Eda  Monroe  Folsom. . 

John  Conlon. ...  

John  R.  Copeland  

Mary  H.  Copeland  

Dennis  McCarty  

Marietta  Talbot  

James  W.  Connis  

Matthew  Connis  

Ernest  B.  Packard 
Thomas  W.  Daggett . . 

Abijah  T.  Holmes  

Walter  V.  Crossman.. 

Cynthia  Dean  

Fred.  Abbot  Ryder  . . . 

Ezekiel  Reed  ... 

Mary  Connis  

Jeffrey  Connis  

Ellen  Murphy  

Seth  B.  Hervey  

James  A.  Morey  

Elizabeth  C.  Morey  . . . 
Sophronia  C.  Vosmus. 

William  E.  Morey  

Abby  Grey  Hall  

Charles  Brett  

Pliny  Hayward  

John  Ripley  

Martha  W.  Howard. . . 

James  O'Hara  

Matthew  W.  Whaland, 

Maggie  King  

David  Whaland  

Ida  G.  Kittrell  


Teething. 
Consumption. 

Old  Age, 
Paralysis. 
Consumption. 
Old  Age. 

Apoplectic  Convulsions, 
Scarlet  Fever. 
Disease  of  Heart. 
Consumption. 
Scarlet  Fever. 


Disease  of  Heart, 
Explosion  of  Boiler, 
Lung  Fever. 
Scarlet  Fever. 


Consumption. 

Typhoid  Fever. 
Dropsy. 

Cholera  Infantum, 
Old  Age. 
Worms. 
Teething, 
Diphtheria. 

Diphtheria. 

Consumption, 
Diphtheria. 

« 

Consumption. 
Typhoid  Lung  Fever, 
Wounded  at  Bat,  Fredericksburg 
Diphtheria. 
Scarlet  Fever. 


Convulsions. 
Diphtheria, 


JOHN  W.  HOWAKD,  Town  Clerk. 
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A  LIST  OF  JURORS 
For  the  Town  of  West  Bridgewater  for  the  year  1863. 


Albert  L.  Alger, 

Isaac  Howard, 

Davis  Alger, 

Andrew  B.  Holmes, 

Frederic  Copeland, 

George  W.  Johnson, 

James  Copeland, 

Jonathan  C.  Keith, 

Pardon  Copeland, 

Henry  W.  Leach, 

George  Copeland, 

Charles  N.  Martin, 

Barnabas  Dunbar, 

a  i      tt    nr       l  n 

Seba  H.  Marshall, 

Francis  Dunbar, 

Daniel  Perkins, 

Dwelley  Fobes, 

Francis  Perkins, 

Josiah  Q.  Hartwell, 

Galen  K.  Richards, 

Amasa  Howard, 

George  D.  Ryder, 

Edward  W.  Howard, 

Elijah  Smith, 

Friend  W.  Howard, 

Bradford  Snell, 

Horatio  Howard, 

Erland  Thayer. 

Jonathan  Howard, 

VOLUNTEERS  FROM  WEST  BRIDGEWATER. 

The  following  list  comprises  the  names  of  volunteers  from  this  town, 

the  number  of  the  regiment,  and  the  letter  of  the  company,  to  which 
they  severally  belong :  — 

Charles  F.  Alger,  Company  K,  22d  Regiment. 

Frank  Alger,  "      I,  40th 

William  0.  Alger,  "      I,  40th 

f  Myron  Alger,  "     C,  29th 

David  H.  Brainard,  "      I,  40th 

Samuel  D.  Bartlett,  "      I,  40th 

Edmund  Burgoyne,  "     A,  11th  ;« 

Isaac  H.  Bates,  "     C,  29th 

|  Hiram  H.  Buckman,  "     C,  29th 

Edgar  E.  Colwell,  "      I,  40th 

James  F.  Curtis,  "      I,  40th  " 

*  Timothy  Callahan,  "      E,  19th 

f  Dennis  Callahan,  "      E,  19th 

0  Patrick  Cunningham,  "     K,  9th  " 

Roger  Cunningham,  "     K,  9th  " 
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Ifl  TY1  £»C2     \J\J  P,AAr»OV 

O  cLIUCo    VV  .  VjUUpcI, 

Company  G,  29th  Regiment. 

j*  Rodjiey  Churchill, 

C,  29th 

Tjiifiiiis  T)iinha.r 

i  < 

I,  40th 

TToTHfiP  T*  T)nnhnr 

tt 

I,  40th 

Tohn  F)nnha,r 

*J  \JLLLA.    ±J  •     _L/  Li  LI  fJCLH  , 

<  « 

H  2d  " 
iii 

-TcttllOJi  JJOIluVclll, 

i  < 

JJ ,    1  /J  lill 

|3 1  /\rj      I    |  ATT  1  r\ 

xeney  uoyie, 

tt 

E,  11th  " 

William  T\(±  Wnvo 
VV  lllldlU  X^C  VVyltJ, 

VJUrilS  XLiCKiy, 

it 

C  ^9th  Reo-impnt. 

v^lldlloo  n.  XLiKAl lUKC) 

H   7th  «< 

XX,    1  Lil 

J  ddlllco  XdCLllcU, 

(( 

H  7th  4< 

XX,    (  Ull 

ureurgts  vv .  x  loner, 

*  t 

C  29th  " 

1     XllllUuliy     IT  .    1  ISlitl, 

<  < 

,        t/  lill 

1     1  1  YY1  i~\Y*i~\  High 

UrlllilUie  X  loll, 

<4 

F    ^d  " 

y  rienry  ivi.  xoioom, 

i  ( 

C,  29th 

■f  .Ta.mps  M  f-ira,lla,0'ha,r 

1          C4JJUULV/0    XVA  •     \A  CA/XAGDcl  LXCUL  , 

it 

G-,  7th  4< 

Sarrmpl  D  H-mild 

Od ill  U.C1  JL/  ■    VJ  U  UJlVAj 

it 

K  26th 

XJl  ,     XJ  V_7  XjLL 

.Tnnn  r-i-milrl 
U  VIXLL  VXULliU., 

<( 

XV  |  jU  til 

OdlllOrU.  VTdllllllOIlb, 

<« 

H  7th  " 

XX,    1  til 

1  Ann  1-J-viTTTri  • 
0  01111  VjTlliilll, 

it 

H,  7th  " 

0  U 11 11  Vjodlj, 

Cabot's  Battery. 

Fvpvptt  F  TTowa.TY. 

u 

H  7th  Regiment 

T.vmQYl    IH,      rlriWf.  lTi 
XJ  y  Uldil  XJJ.    11UVY dl LI j 

tt 

C  26th  " 

V,/  5     ^  U  Ul_l 

ll  lOIiUldb  X.  XXUWdlU., 

tt 

B,  1st  (Del.) 

f  Ellis  R.  Holbrook, 

i  < 

C,  24th  Regiment. 

:'*f  nTi^vlp^  TT  TTnvflpn 

\J LlCbx  Ado   AX.    XXCAj  j  ubilj 

it 

C,  29th 

Clalpli  TT  TosspIvti 

1st  Cavalry. 

Anrlrpw  •Ta.p.lcson 

1x11  V  I 1      V  t     fj  civxvovJLl  , 

it 

F,  12th  Regiment. 

James  Jacobs, 

it 

.C,  29th 

TVillianr.  IT  .Tprmino'S 

tf 

I,  40th 

u  aviu  IV  <X  11  c 

39th  " 

Hector  0.  Kingman, 

it 

B,  12th  " 

John  W.  Lowe, 

tt 

H,  7th 

Francis  Lothrop, 

K,  26th  " 

James  H.  Leonard, 

C,  29th  - 

Nahum  Leonard,  Jr., 

it 

I,  40th  4< 

Wesley  D.  Lindsey, 

*  I 

I,  40th    .  " 

Azel  Lothrop, 

it 

I,  40th  " 
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William  Linnehan, 

Company  K,  9th  Eegiment. 

George  H.  Morse. 

(< 

C,  29th  « 

Charles  T.  Morse, 

I,  40th 

Mark  Magora, 

ij 

E,  19th  " 

Thomas  Mason, 

< « 

I,  40th 

John  A.  Millett, 

it 

I,  40th  " 

Michael  Mc  Murphy , 

59th 

0  Charles  H.  Parker, 

it 

I,  40th  " 

f  Edward  B.  Packard, 

It 

C,  29th 

I  Francis  S.  Packard, 

<( 

H,  7th 

Andrew  W.  Perkins, 

<< 

I,  40th 

Henry  Quinley, 

H,  7th 

Edward  Eohans, 

<  < 

C,  29th  " 

Luke  Eideout, 

1  < 

K,  18th  " 

Henry  W.  Bipley, 

t « 

I,  12th 

f  Peter  O'Eouke, 

<  ( 

E,  19th  " 

William  J.  Stanley, 

«< 

C,  29th  " 

Jeremiah  Sullivan, 

24th  " 

I  Thomas  Thompson, 

2d 

David  W.  Tinkham, 

It 

I,  40th 

#  Charles  H.  Turner, 

it 

C,  29th 

f  Hiram  Thayer, 

1st  Cavalry. 

Eoscoe  Tucker, 

1st  » 

William  Welch, 

1st  '* 

James  E.  White, 

tt 

C,  29th  Eegiment. 

f  Herbert  0.  White, 

tt 

C,  29th  » 

f  Cyrus  L.  Williams, 

<< 

C,  29th  " 

Edward  Williams, 

<( 

C,  29th  " 

f  Perez  Williams, 

I  « 

I,  40th  " 

Elijah  Withington, 

« < 

,  F,  21st 

Henry  Withington, 

B,  7th 

§  John  F.  Wild, 

<< 

B,  43d 

§  Lucius  F.  Alden, 

K,  3d 

§  Ezekiel  E.  Bartlett, 

a 

K,  3d 

§  Melvin  Caldwell, 

<  < 

K,  3d 

§  Charles  E.  Churchill, 

K,  3d 

§  Charles  H.  Colwell, 

(1 

K,  3d     •  " 

§  George  Colwell, 

<« 

K,  3d 
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§  John  Copeland, 

Company  K,  3d  Kegiment. 

§  Ezra  S.  Copeland, 

"     K,  3d 

§  Josephus  L.  Freeman, 

"     K,  3d 

§  Albert  W.  French, 

"     K,  3d 

8  G-eorge  H.  French 

"     K,  3d 

§  James  Fryes, 

•<     K,  3d 

§  Elijah  Hancock, 

•<     K,  3d 

§  Linus  E.  Hayward, 

ff     K,  3d 

§  John  Kane, 

M     K,  3d 

8  Henry  M.  Mitchell, 

"     K,  3d 

8  John  O'Neil, 

"     K,  3d 

§  Bradford  Packard, 

"     K,  3d 

8  Thomas  P.  Eipley, 

m     K,  3d 

§Asa  F.  Shaw, 

"     K,  3d 

8  George  T.  Shaw, 

«     K,  3d 

§John  Shipman, 

"     K,  3d 

§  Seldon  M.  Washburn, 

4i     K,  3d 

8  Joseph  M.  Whitman, 

"     K,  3d 

James  Eyan, 

In  the  Navy. 

Horace  Stevenson, 

<<  «i 

George  Withington, 

George  B.  Howard, 

Thomas  Daggett, 

tt        « < 

*  Have  died  since  in  the  service.  f  Have  been  discharged. 

X  Have  deserted.  §  Are  nine  months'  men. 


TOWN  MEETING. 

Plymouth,  ss.    To  any  Constable  of  the  town  of  West  Bridgewater,  in 
the  County  of  Plymouth,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are  hereby 
required  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  town,  qualified  to 
vote  in  town  affairs,  to  assemble  at  the  Town  Hall,  in  said  town,  on 
Monday,  the  sixteenth  day  of  March,  inst.,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, then  and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  viz :  — 

1.  To  choose  a  Moderator  for  said  meeting. 

2.  To  hear  the  annual  Beports,  and  act  thereon. 
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3.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

4.  To  act  on  the  list  of  jurors  reported  by  the  Selectmen. 

5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  abolish  the  school  districts  therein. 

6.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to  defray  town 

expenses  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  make  appropriation  of  the 
same. 

7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  take  any  measures  to  liquidate  the  in- 

debtedness thereof. 

8.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in  regard  to  roads  which 

have  been  laid  out  within  the  limits  thereof. 

9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  distribute  aid 

to  families  of  volunteers  in  the  army,  according  to  the  statutes 
of  this  Commonwealth,  and  make  appropriation  for  the  same. 

10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Prudential  Committees  for 

the  several  school  districts  therein,  to  contract  with  teachers 
therefor. 

11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  instruct  the  Selectmen  to  cause  a  gate  to 

be  put  up  or  a  flagman  to  be  stationed  at  the  railroad  crossing 
known  as  Keith  Station. 
And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant,  according  to  the  vote  of 
said  Town,  seven  days,  at  least,  before  the  time  appointed  for  said 
meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant,  with  your 
doings  thereon,  to  the  Clerk  of  said  town,  at  or  before  the  time  ap- 
pointed for  the  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands,  at  said  West  Bridgewater,  this  second  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three. 

JAMES  HOWAED,      )  Selectmen 
ALBERT  COPELAND,  [  of 
GEORGE  D.  RYDER,  )  West  Bridgewater. 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE 


SELECTMEN,  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR, 

AND 

TOWN  CLERK 

\ 

OF  THE  TOWN  OF 


WEST    BRIDGE WATER; 

*  ALSO,  THE 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 


For  the  Year  ending  March  l,  1804. 


BOSTON: 

J.    E.   FARWELL   AND    COMPANY,  PRINTERS, 

NO.    37    CONGKKSS  STREET. 

1  864. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

SELECTMEN,  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR, 

AND 

TOWN  CLERK 

OF  THE  TOWN  OF 

WEST  BRIDGEWATER; 

ALSO,  THE 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 

For  the  Year  ending  March  1,  1864. 


BOSTON: 

J.   E.  FARWELL  AND   COMPANY,  PRINTERS, 

So.   87   Congress  Strkbt. 

1  864. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 


The  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  West  Bridgewater  submit  the  follow- 
ing Keport,  showing  the  receipts,  expenditures,  and  financial  condition 
of  said  town  for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1864. 

We  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Town  Treasurer,  and  find 
that  there  has  been  received  into  the  Treasury  the  following  sums,  viz : 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  March  1,  1863,  $  2,580  90 

Received  on  Tax  Bills  of  1863,  State,  County,  and  Town,  11.233  48 

School  District  Tax  Bills  for  District  No.  8,  548  09 

From  the  Massachusetts  School  Fund,  81  59 

For  Dog  Licenses,  42  00 
From  the  State,  for  aid  furnished  to  families  of 

volunteers  in  the  army  in  1862,  2,706  63 
From  the  State,  reimbursement  of  bounties  paid 

to  volunteers  from  this  town,  4,700  00 

For  Supplies  to  Paupers  belonging  to  other  towns,  39  00 

From  the  Liquor  Agency,  33  33 

Money  borrowed,  3,800  00 


$25,765  02 


We  find  the  Treasurer  has  paid  from  the  Treasury  the  following 
sums,  viz  :  — 

Paying  County  tax,  $  788  81 

State  tax,  2.280  80 

State  bounty  reimbursement  tax,  3,247  71 
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Taying  State  reimbursement  to  volunteers  to  the  town  of 

Smerset,  $  700  00 

State  reiinoursement  to  volunteers  of  the  town  of 

Swansea,  600  00 

Disbursements  to  families  of  volunteers,  3,198  00 

Town  notes  and  interest,  5,897  35 

For  the  support  of  schools,  1,764  32 

For  repairing  highways  and  bridges,  967  79 

Towards  building  a  new  road,  533  35 

For  gravel  and  other  materials  purchased  by  surveyors,  28  80 
For  the  use  of  the  Town  Hall.  40  00 

For  one  and  a  half  year's  license  for  the  liquor  agency,  33  33 
For  printing  town  reports,  blanks,  &c.  58  31 

For  support  of  the  poor  in  the  Almshouse,  425  42 

For  support  of  the  poor  out  of  the  Almshouse,  471  33 

For  supplies  to  paupers  belonging  to  other  towns,  39  00 

For  support  of  H.  S.  Jackson  at  the  Reform  School,  4  00 

J.  L.  French      "         "  "  1  00 

For  damage  by  dogs  to  domestic  animals,  15  00 

For  taxes  abated,  97  55 

Balance  of  school  district  taxes  in  District  No.  1,  3  30 

Union  District,  29  33 

A  part  of  school  district  taxes  in  District  No.  3,  1  67 

District  No.  8,  413  00 

Orders  drawn  by  the  Selectmen  for  incidental  expenses,  470  37 
For  recruiting  expenses,  on  the  call  of  Oct  and  Feb.  152  81 
Six  per  cent,  discount  on  the  State,  County,  and 

Town  taxes  of  1863,  673  78 

Six  per  cent,  discount  on  school  district  tax  in  Dis- 
trict No.  8,  32  66 
Balance  in  the  Treasury,  March  1,  1864,                  2,796  23 


$  25,765  02 


0 


LIABILITIES  OF  THE  TOWN. 

the  sup- 

$802  00 
413  04 
7,975  00 
350  00 
22  39 
98  67 

8  9,661  10 
ASSETS. 

Due  from  the  State,  for  aid  to  families  of  volunteers,  $  4,291  72 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  2,796  23 

$  7,087  95 

Balance  against  the  town,  2,573  15 

$9,661  10 

The  town  voted  to  raise  the  sum  of  $  1,400  for  the  support  of  schools, 
to  which  was  added  the  income  of  the  Massachusetts  School  Fund, 
$  81  59  ;  which  was  divided  as  follows,  viz :  — 

District  No.  1,  with  86  persons  between  five  and  fifteen  years,  $  284  06 


2,  "  40  "  "  "  "  "  167  53 

3,  "  30  "  "  "  "  *<  142  20 

4,  "  38  "  "  "  "  "  162  48 

5,  "  43  «  "  '<  "  175  13 

6,  "  24  '<  "  »  "  "  91  00 

7,  "  96  "  "  *  "  309  39 

8,  "  33  "  "  "  *  "  149  80 


$1,481  59 


Due  the  several  school  districts,  of  appropriation  for 
port  of  schools, 
Highway  districts, 
For  borrowed  money, 
For  interest  on  outstanding  notes,  about 
On  school  district  tax  for  District  No.  3, 

No.  8, 


Each  School  District  account  with  the  Town  Treasury  now  stands  as 
follows,  viz :  — 


District  No.  I 


Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863, 
Appropriation  of  1863, 

Amount, 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury, 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864, 

District  No  2. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863, 
Appropriation  of  1863, 

Amount, 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury, 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864, 

District  No.  3. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863, 
Appropriation  of  1863, 

Amount 

Drawn  from  the  treasury, 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864, 

District  No.  4. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863, 
Appropriation  of  1863, 

Amount, 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury, 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864, 
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District  No.  5. 


Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863,  $  90  04 

Appropriation  of  1863,  175  13 

Amount,  265  17 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  153  25 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864,  $  111  92 


District  No.  6. 
Has  no  funds  in  the  treasury. 


District  No.  7. 


Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863,  $  150  87 

Appropriation  of  1863,  154  70 

Amount,  305  57 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  138  28 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1864,  $  167  29 


Union  District, 


Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1363,  $  217  49 

Appropriation  of  1863,  235  93 

Amount,  453  42 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  214  55 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864,  $  238  87 


For  Kepairs  of  Highways. 

The  town  voted  the  sum  of  $  1,000  for  repairing  the  highways. 
Said  sum  was  divided  among  the  several  Districts  by  the  Selectmen 
and  Surveyors  of  Highways  as  follows,  viz:  — 


8 


To  District  No.  1,  $  210  00 

2,  100  00 

3,  190  00 

4,  150  00 

5,  150  00 

6,  100  00 

7,  100  00 

$1,000  00 

Each  District's  account  with  the  Town  Treasury  now  stands  as  fol- 
lows, viz :  — 

District  No.  1.    Benj.  Howard,  Surveyor. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863,  %  27  00 

Appropriation  of  1863,  210  00 

Amount,  237  00 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  176  50 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864,  #  60  50 

District  No.  2.    S.  L.  Pratt,  Surveyor. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863,  $  33  75 

Appropriation  of  1863,  100  00 

Amount,  133  75 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  86  24 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864,  $  47  51 

District  No.  3.    Samuel  Eider,  Surveyor. 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1863,  $  89  90 

Appropriation  of  1863,  190  00 

Amount,  279  90 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  237  38 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864,  %  42  52 
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District  No.  4.    L.  T.  Howard,  Surveyor. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863,  $50  41 

Appropriation  of  1863,  150  00 

Amount,  200  41 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  67  79 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864,  $  132  62 

District  No.  5.    H.  H.  Whitman,  Surveyor. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1863,  $  44  58 

Appropriation  of  1863,  150  00 

Amount,  194  53 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  115  59 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864,  $  78  99 

District  No.  6.    Davis  Alger,  Surveyor. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,1863,  $9694 

Appropriation  of  1863,  100  00 

Amount,  196  94 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  164  04 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864,  $  32  90 

District  No.  7.    C.  Copeland,  Jr.,  Surveyor. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,1863,  $3375 

Appropriation  of  1863,  100  00 

Amount,  133  75 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  115  75 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,1864,  $18  00 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 
Paid  James  Howard,  for  services  as  Selectman,  Assessor,  &c.     $  126  53 


Alhprf  Hrmplnnr]            "  " 

oo 

oyj 

vxeorge  u.  xiycicr,                                   iiom  ±»ov.  1, 

loOa,  to  iviarcn,  looo,  • 

A 

OU 

x  reu..  i^opoidiiu.,  ior  cervices  do  oupcrniLeiiu.eirfc  01  une 

ocnooib, 

OO 

OU 

1  A  n  Tl     VV  H 1  ATTTO  Y*rl      OCJ         ATT7Y~»    1:1  AIM/1   T  A  Y»   "f  TXT  A   T7  AO  X*0 

0  Villi    YV  .  XlUVVctrCl,  do  XUW11  VjieiJi  lUr  iWU  jcdlo, 

1  4. 

urcorge  iii,  xrdii,  ds  iredsurer, 

1  9 

uu 

TTaT"IY,T7  TnO           Af  t"     TAV  AO  Y»A    AT    O  Yi  rl     (TA1TI  ff  TTTT  4*  A    fnO    T"!  AO  T»CJA 

XXcllIj'  JL)dILlt/LLj  IUI  Cdrc  01  dll(JL  gUlllg  Willi  IjIIc  XXCdroo* 

oo 

oo 

inomdo  xrdui,  ior  noniying  xown  ivieeiiug», 

1 

I 

oU 

doiiii  jd.  jiuiuncb,  ior  zoning  me  x>en  dn&  iigniiug  me 

lown  xidii, 

0 

9^ 
LO 

Chilton  Howard,  for  tolling  the  Bell  and  lighting  the 

Town  Hall, 

4 

00 

Caleb  Howard,  for  tolling  the  Bell  and  lighting  the 

Town  Hall, 

6 

50 

Barnabas  Dunbar,  for  service  as  Auditing  Committee 

and  Road  Committee, 

26 

06 

Lewis  G.  Howard,  for  services  as  Auditing  Committee, 

1 

50 

Albert  L.  Alger, 

2 

50 

Other  incidental  expenses, 

78 

24 

$470  37 

EXPENSES  AND  RECEIPTS  OF  THE  ALMSHOUSE, 

For  the  year  ending  March  1,  1864. 

Amount  of  stock  at  the  Almshouse,  as  estimated,  viz  :  — 

3  tons  of  English  hay, 

$60 

00 

li  tons  of  swale  hay, 

24 

00 

3^  tons  of  meadow  hay, 

42 

00 

2£  bushels  wheat, 

5 

00 

5       "  barley, 

6 

25 

2       "  beans, 

5 

50 

40     "  corn, 

56 

00 

40     "  potatoes. 

25 

00 

li 


175  lbs.  ham  and  dried  beef, 
300    "  beef, 
200    "  pork, 
30     "  lard, 
8       "  candles, 

2  oxen, 
4  cows, 

1  two-year  old, 
1  horse, 

3  swine, 
17  hens, 

1  cart,  1  pair  ox- wagon  wheels  and  hay  cart, 
1  ox-sled, 

1  harrow,  4  ploughs,  and  1  cultivator, 

Shovels,  fork,  hoes,  and  haying  tools, 

Axes,  hatchets,  wood-saws,  iron  bar,  wedges,  &c, 

Ox-yoke,  5  chains,  and  team  harness  for  horse, 

1  grindstone,  1  wheelbarrow,  and  1  fall  and  blocks, 

1  clock,  beds,  bedsteads,  and  bedding, 

Stoves  and  fixings, 

120  loads  of  manure, 

A  lot  of  pine  logs  at  the  mill, 

Bills  due  the  house,  for  boards  sold, 

"     "  "         C.  Alger, 

"     "  "         from  others,  about 


EXPENDITURES  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  for  warden's  services, 

other  work  on  the  house  and  farm, 

smith  work, 

bread  and  grain, 

meat  and  fish, 

clothes-wringer  and  wares, 

clothing, 

groceries  and  incidentals, 
cattle  and  swine, 


$21  87 

24  00 

25  00 

4  50 
1  00 

155  00 
140  00 
25  00 
30  00 
40  00 
8  50 
45  00 

5  00 
20  00 
13  00 

7  00 

12  50 

13  00 
112  50 

15  00 
120  00 
90  00 
79  96 
4  00 
4  00 

14  00 


$1,253  68 


$  150  00 
48  89 
2  89 
18  06 
27  88 
10  12 
14  55 
17  45 
46  56 
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Paid  for  manures, 

$  13  20 

hay, 

7  80 

H.  Pool's  bill  for  flour,  grain,  groceries,  clothing,  &c.    186  46 

Gray's       "         "       "  " 

31  65 

Unpaid  bill  for  sawing, 

38  45 

"     store  bills,  about 

22  00 

"     for  soap, 

3  75 

"     doctor's  bill,  about 

15  00 

Interest  on  farm,  tools,  and  furniture,  at  6,  9,  and  10  per  cent, 

as  before, 

219  81 

Inventory  oi  stock  on  nana,  March  1,  lood, 

1      11/?  f»A 

1,116  20 

$  1,990  72 

RECEIPTS  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

Eeceived  for  milk  and  eggs, 

$24  84 

calves, 

38  00 

Pigs, 

12  00 

fowls, 

7  75 

braid, 

7  60 

cow,  and  beef's  hide, 

46  17 

work, 

12  18 

other  items, 

5  50 

boards  sold, 

43  00 

Or.       by  lumber  for  the  town, 

63  11 

paying  a  gravel  bill, 

2  00 

Inventory  of  stock  on  farm,  March  1,  1864, 

1,253  58 

$1,515  73 

Expenditures  of  the  Almshouse, 

$  1,990  72 

Keceipts  of  the  Almshouse, 

1,515  73 

Balance  against  house, 

$474  99 

The  average  number  of  paupers  in  the  Almshouse  for  the  year  end- 
ing March  1,  1864,  was  5  7-13.  The  average  cost  per  week,  including 
the  interest  on  the  Almshouse  establishment,  was  nearly  $  1.65. 

The  present  number  of  paupers  in  the  house  is  five. 
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EXPENSE  OF  THIS  TOWN  S  POOR  OUT  OP  THE  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  for  supplies  for  D.  A.  Burr,  at  Worcester,  $  69  00 

Jas.  H.  Packard  and  family,  and  funeral  charges,  at 

North  Bridgewater,  196  09 

Widow  Phebe  Dunbar,  and  funeral  charges  at  North 

Bridgewater,  27  60 

supplies  to  William  Dunbar  and  family,  with  funeral 

charges  at  Eaynham,  110  64 

supplies  to  S.  A.  Pike  and  children,  at  Abington  and 

North  Bridgewater,  21  50 

supplies  to  Jepthah  Leach,  at  Middleboro',  27  00 

physician's  bill,  for  Charles  Brett,  19  50 


$471  33 

JAMES  HOWAKD, 
ALBEKT  COPELAND, 
F.  C.  HOWAKD, 

Selectmen  of  West  Bridgewater. 

March  1,  1864. 


KEPORT  OF  LIQUOE  AGENCY. 
Dr. 

To  stock  in  trade,  March  1,  1863,  $  111  85 

Sales  during  the  year  ending  March  1,  1864,  569  53 

$681  38 

Cr. 

For  liquors  bought  during  the  year,  $  456  44 

U.  S.  License,  33  33 

Agent's  salary,  75  00 

Incidental  expenses,  1  21 

$  565  95 

Stock  in  trade,  March  1,  1864,  $  115  43 


PROFIT  AND  LOSS  ACCOUNT. 

Cr.    For  stock  in  trade,  March  1,  1864,  $  115  43 

Dr.    To  Stock  in  trade,  March  1,  1863,  111  85 


Gain,  $  3  58 

ALBERT  COPELAND,  Agent 
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INTENTIONS  OF  MARRIAGE  RECORDED  IN  WEST  BRIDGE- 
WATER  FROM  JAN.  1,  1863,  TO  JAN.  1,  1864. 


No. 

Date. 

Name  of  Groom  and  Bride. 

L 

Jan. 

10, 

John  Ludv  and  Mary  Frae. 

2. 

Feb. 

9, 

Henry  H.  Morton  and  Bathsheba  Jackson. 
*> 

3. 

it 

15, 

William  Dunn  and  Ann  G-arvie. 

4. 

it 

25, 

Lucius  Gurney  and  Martha  A.  Kingman. 

5. 

April 

8, 

Charles  A.  Macomber,  Jr.,  and  Fannie  M.  Dunbar. 

6. 

<« 

13, 

John  A.  Holmes  and  Elizabeth  S.  Lothrop. 

7. 

<« 

28, 

Henry  A.  Soule  and  Philena  B.  Thayer. 

8. 

May, 

2, 

George  Pool  and  Sarah  Hamilton. 

9. 

(< 

27, 

Sylvanus  H.  Colwell  and  Cordelia  C.  Stevenson. 

10. 

Oct. 

7, 

Irving  Packard  and  Susan  A.  Gurney. 

11. 

<  4 

21, 

Samuel  Gray  and  Lydia  B.  Peckham. 

12. 

27, 

Lewis  F.  Williams  and  Hannah  M.  Keith. 

13. 

Nov. 

23, 

William  H.  Burk  and  Julia  Stackpole. 

14. 

t « 

25, 

Ezekiel  K.  Bartlett  and  Hannah  C.  Keith. 

15. 

< « 

30, 

Jeffrey  Connis  and  Catharine  Ludy. 

16. 

Dec. 

8, 

Davis  Copeland  and  Sarah  S.  Wade. 

17. 

19, 

Smith  R.  Kelley  and  Louisa  Leonard. 

18. 

23, 

Willard  Briant  and  Emily  Martin. 
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Deaths  registered  in  West  Bridgewater  during  the  year  1863. 


NO. 

DATE. 

NAME. 

AGE. 

DISEASE. 

1 

Jan.  7 

Martha  Tribou, 

Y. 

66 

M. 

10 

D. 

25 

Consumption. 

2 

19 

Amelia  Howard, 

82 

4 

30 

Influenza. 

3 

Feb.  3 

James  Fadden,  Jr. 

7 

9 

28 

Diphtheria. 

4 

25 

Joanna  Haywood, 

79 

7 

Old  Age. 

5 

Mar.  1 

Abiezer  Alger, 

75 

9 

8 

Cold  and  Old  Age. 

6 

28 

Mary  E.  Howard, 

7 

4 

20 

Diphtheria. 

7 

Apr.  5 

Willie  Maher, 

1 

5 

Diphtheria. 

8 

15 

Michael  Mc Murphy, 

50 

Chronic  Pneumonia. 

9 

19 

Charles  W.  Peckham, 

22 

4 

21 

Consumption. 

10 

25 

Mary  J.  Conlan, 

5 

2 

16 

Chronic  Croup. 

11 

30 

Charles  A.  Snell, 

35 

10 

10 

Consumption. 

12 

May  4 

George  K.  Howard, 

1 

10 

23 

Strangulation. 

13 

6 

Simeon  Taylor, 

78 

7 

Paralysis. 

14 

June  5 

Lucy  W.  Wild, 

8 

8 

Scarlet  Fever. 

15 

7 

George  Colwell, 

Chronic  Diarrhoea. 

16 

11 

Clotilda  M.  Haywood, 

1 

8 

10 

Scarlet  Fever. 

17 

12 

Benj.  W.  Wild, 

7 

6 

Scarlet  Fever. 

18 

14 

Melinda  P.  Wild, 

6 

3 

Scarlet  Fever. 

19 

14 

Mary  Ann  Edson, 

44 

30 

Consumption. 

20 

15 

William  Lee, 

1 

21 

Stoppage. 

21 

July  3 

Jane  Coney, 

Diphtheria. 

22 

5 

Mary  Ann  Coney, 

5 

Diphtheria. 

23 

18 

Sylvia  A.  Howard, 

9 

1 

26 

Scarlet  Fever. 

24 

19 

Lillian  Kichards, 

8 

1 

Consumption. 

25 

20 

Croton  L.  Howard, 

6 

9 

5 

Scarlet  Fever. 

26 

26 

Lucy  F.  Stanley, 

2 

3 

18 

Dvsenterv. 

27 

29 

Clara  Dean, 

7 

11 

3 

Drowned. 

28 

31 

Freddie  H.  Vosmus, 

1 

1 

8 

Scarlet  Fever. 

29 

Aug't  5 

Amy  W.  Howard, 

1 

11 

Dysentery. 

30 

6 

Bridget  Maher, 

6 

7 

Diphtheria. 

31 

6 

Estella  L.  Eaton, 

4 

24 

Dysentery. 

32 

9 

Lucy  M.  Vosmus, 

5 

9 

23 

Scarlet  Fever. 

33 

11 

Francis  Perkins,  Jr., 

7 

8 

29 

Diphtheria. 

34 

15 

Francis  Lothrop, 

19 

Consumption. 

35 

21 

Jesse  Edson, 

76 

1 

9 

General  Debility. 

36 

25 

Sarah  Dunbar, 

74 

30 

Consumption. 

37 

Sept.  1 

Mary  C.  Kichmond, 

5 

8 

Diphtheria. 

38 

16 

John  Eaton,  Jr., 

25 

9 

6 

Typhoid  Fever. 

39 

23 

Susanna  Alger, 

66 

1 

27 

Apoplectic  Fit. 
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NO. 

DATE. 

NAME. 

AGE. 

DISEASE. 

40 

Oct. 

5 

Sarah  Keith, 

Y. 

62 

M. 

9 

D. 

12 

Dropsy. 

41 

13 

Susan  Alger, 

53 

10 

1 

42 

15 

Myra  Snell, 

13 

9 

27 

Diphtheria. 

A  O 

43 

29 

James  Ames, 

rr  n 

76 

9 

1 

Influenza. 

44 

Nov. 

8 

XJlLblli  JjjVdi  VjUSIllUg, 

1  9 

Q 

o 

Ti  i  nn  t~  n  an  1 

jjipiiiucrid). 

45 

13 

Michael  McCarthy, 

2 

Lung  Fever. 

46 

14 

Nancy  Keed, 

71 

8 

4 

Cancer. 

47 

21 

Ann  Keenan, 

70 

Old  Age. 

48 

Dec. 

10 

Catherine  Sullivan, 

5 

10 

Worms. 

49 

17 

Timothy  Reirdon, 

42 

Paralysis  and  St'p'e. 

50 

24 

Walter  Packard, 

18 

11 

10 

Consumption. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  West  Bridge  water  from  Jan.  1, 
1863  to  Jan.  1,  1864,  is  35. 

JOHN  W.  HOWARD,  Town  Clerk. 
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LIST  OF  JURORS 
Prepared  by  the  Selectmen  of  West  Bridge  water  for  the  year  1864. 


Davis  Alger, 

Edward  W.  Howard, 

Jarvis  D.  Burrell, 

Isaac  Howard, 

Henry  Bartlett, 

Samuel  H.  Howard, 

James  Copeland, 

John  W.  Howard, 

Pardon  Copeland, 

Lucius  Hay  ward, 

George  Copeland, 

Andrew  B.  Holmes, 

Francis  Copeland, 

George  W.  Johnson, 

Barnabas  Dunbar, 

Jonathan  C.  Keith, 

Martin  Dunbar, 

Henry  W.  Leach, 

Melvin  C.  Edson, 

Seba  H.  Marshall, 

Dwelley  Fobes, 

Harrison  Pool, 

Josiah  Q.  Hartwell, 

Bradford  Snell, 

Amasa  Howard, 

Erland  Thayer, 

George  D.  Ryder, 

Ephraim  T.  Snell. 

TOWN  MEETING. 

The  following  Articles  will  be  acted  upon  at  the  Annual  Town  Meet- 
ing on  the  14th  inst.,  at  1  o'clock,  p.  m.  :  — 

1.  To  choose  a  Moderator  for  said  meeting. 

2.  To  hear  the  Annual  Reports,  and  act  thereon. 

3.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

4.  To  act  on  the  list  of  jurors  reported  by  the  Selectmen. 

5.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to  defray 
town  expenses  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  discharge  the  town  debt,  and 
make  appropriation  of  the  same. 

6.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in  regard  to  roads  which 
have  been  laid  out  within  the  limits  thereof. 

7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  lay  out  as  a  public  way,  the  road  lead- 
ing from  the  corner  of  the  store  owned  by  Benjamin  Marshall,  in 
Cochesett  Village,  thence  northerly  to  the  corner  of  Wm,  Winship's 
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house,  thence  easterly  to  the  road  near  John  Eaton's  house ;  where  there 
is  now  a  private  way. 

8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  pay  certain  claims  which  have  been  made 
for  labor  on  the  highways,  in  District  No.  1,  in  the  year  1862. 

9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  distribute 
aid  to  families  of  volunteers  in  the  army,  according  to  the  Statutes  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  make  appropriation  for  the  same. 

10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Prudential  Committees 
for  the  several  School  districts  therein,  to  contract  with  teachers 
therefor. 

11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  direct  the  School  Committee  to  appoint 
a  Superintendent  of  the  public  schools  therein. 

12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  reimburse  the  money,  furnished  by 
individuals  to  raise  the  men  for  the  Quota  of  this  Town  under  the  last 
call. 

13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  of  the  laying  of  an  addition  to 
the  Schoolhouse  lot,  in  District  No.  8,  as  laid  out  by  the  Selectmen. 


THE 


REPORT 

OF 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


Citizens  of  West  Bridgewater  :  — 

In  accordance  with  usual  custom,  and  in  compliance  with  a 
law  of  the  Commonwealth,  I  here  present  a  Report  of  your 
Schools  during  the  past  year.  As  the  town  voted  that  the  sev- 
eral prudential  committees  should  contract  with  the  teachers,  I 
deemed  it  my  duty  to  give  all  those  who  presented  themselves 
for  examination,  that  in  my  opinion  possessed  the  qualifications 
required  by  law,  a  certificate,  and  to  do  all  in  my  power  to 
sustain  and  assist  them  as  long  as  they  were  sustained  by  the 
prudential  committee  and  the  district.  Acting  upon  this  prin- 
ciple, I  have  given  certificates  to  all  who  have  applied,  and  the 
schools  have  been  kept  through  by  the  teachers  who  commenced 
them,  with  two  exceptions  ;  and,  as  a  general  thing,  the  several 
prudential  committees  have  been  fortunate  in  their  selections. 
The  Summer  schools  did  not,  in  my  opinion,  rank  quite  as  high 
as  our  schools  usually  have,  owing  not  so  much  to  the  lack  of 
ability  on  the.  part  of  the  teachers,  as  to  the  fact  that  nearly 
every  school  in  town  was  visited  by  an  epidemic  disease,  which 
very  much  lowered  the  per  cent,  of  attendance,  and,  in  a  num- 
ber of  instances,  caused  the  suspension  of  the  school  for  a  time. 
This  Winter  there  have  been  some  failures ;  but,  except  these, 
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the  schools  rank  high.  The  teachers  have  inspired  their  scholars 
with  an  unusual  degree  of  interest,  thereby  increasing  the  attend- 
ance, which,  with  the  superior  qualifications  of  the  teachers, 
have  raised  our  school  (with  a  few  exceptions)  to  a  higher 
position  than  they  have  occupied  for  a  number  of  years,  if  at  all. 
With  these  few  general  remarks,  I  will  proceed  to  speak  of  the 
schools  in  detail. 

District  No.  1. 

Grammar  Department, 

Teachers  —  Miss  Irene  S.  Wood,  Summer  Term;  Mr. 
John  O.  Winship,  Winter  Term. 

During  the  Summer  term  this  school  was  visited  by  an  epi- 
demic disease,  which,  attacking  both  teacher  and  scholars,  obliged 
them  to  have  a  vacation,  and  rendered  the  remainder  of  the 
school  broken  and  irregular ;  otherwise  the  school  might  have 
been  ordinarily  good,  but  it  was  at  the  commencement  of  Mr. 
Winship's  administration  in  the  Winter  term,  in  a  backward 
condition ;  but  by  his  energy  and  tact  he  raised  it  to  a  higher 
rank  than  it  had  ever  occupied  before,  while  for  general  attend- 
ance and  proficiency  in  reading,  it  ranks  first  in  town. 

Primary  Department. 

Teachers  —  Miss  Ellen  H.  Copeland,  Summer  Term  ;  Miss 
Irene  S.  Wood,  Winter  Term. 

Both  possessed  more  than  ordinary  ability  as  teachers  of  pri- 
mary schools,  therefore  the  school  has  made  constant  progress. 
As  it  is  the  only  really  primary  school  in  town,  I  cannot  speak 
of  it  comparatively . 

District  No.  2. 

Teachers  —  Miss  Sarah  S.  Wade,  Summer  Term  ;  Mr.  H. 
A.  Dickerman,  Winter  Term. 
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Miss  Wade  had  for  several  preceding  terms  successfully 
taught  in  District  No.  8  in  this  town;  and  although  I  consid- 
ered this  a  successful  school,  still,  there  was  not  that  marked 
improvement  which  had  attended  her  labors  in  a  smaller  school. 
The  Winter  term  was  not  commenced  until  the  first  of  January, 
on  account  of  a  previous  engagement.  The  teacher  came  to  us 
well  recommended  from  many  schools  which  he  had  taught,  and 
I  expected  a  pleasant  and  profitable  term ;  but  after  keeping  six 
months,  and  finding  that  his  school  was  not  satisfactory  to  the 
district,  he  resigned.  It  is  not  certain  who  will  complete  the 
school. 

District  No.  3. 

Teacher  —  Miss  Mary  B.  Hall,  Summer  and  Winter. 

I  have  no  words  but  those  of  commendation  for  this  school  or 
its  teacher.  By  her  faithfulness  she  secured  the  love  of  her 
pupils,  and  the  confidence  of  their  parents.  It  was  always  a 
pleasure  to  visit  this  school.  Without  the  appearance  of  an 
effort  to  govern,  the  order  was  always  all  that  I  could  wish ; 
each  scholar  seemed  to  feel  that  their  own  progress  and  the  wel- 
fare of  the  school  depended  upon  their  own  individual  exertion  ; 
and  the  result  was  two  terms  of  school  which,  for  thoroughness 
and  efficiency  has  not  been  equalled  in  any  school  since  I  have 
been  a  member  of  the  committee.  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  Miss 
Hall  has  been  engaged  for  another  term. 

District  No.  4. 

Teacher  —  Miss  Orynthia  T.  Howard. 

There  was  a  great  deficiency  in  the  attendance  in  this  school, 
which  was  a  source  of  much  perplexity  and  discouragement  to 
the  teacher  ;  but  in  spite  of  this  I  considered  it  at  least  ordinarily 
successful,  and,  as  far  as  I  know,  received  the  approbation  of 
the  district. 
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District  No.  5. 

Teachers  —  Miss  Emily  B.  Reed,  Summer  Term;  Miss 
Susie  Blackstone,  Winter  Term. 

Miss  Reed  has  long  occupied  a  front  rank  as  teacher ;  but  at 
the  commencement  of  this  term,  we  found  the  first  two  classes, 
which  had  mostly  contributed  to  form  its  character,  absent ;  and 
the  school,  instead  of  being  one  of  the  most  advanced,  little 
more  than  primary.  This  made  it  much  harder  for  the  teacher 
to  keep  up  an  interest;  and,  consequently,  the  school,  although 
successful,  did  not  maintain  its  former  high  position. 

Miss  Blackstone  was  personally  unknown  to  us,  but  came 
well  recommended  by  her  former  patrons,  yet  she  failed  here  to 
maintain  order,  or  to  command  the  love  and  respect  of  her 
scholars  ;  and  alter  laboring  hard  for  eight  weeks,  and  achieving 
small  results,  in  consequence  of  ill  health,  she  resigned.  The 
district,  as  I  think,  unwisely,  concluded  not  to  procure  another 
teacher  this  winter,  but  to  expend  the  balance  of  the  money  on 
the  summer  term,  which,  in  its  present  condition,  will  require  a 
teacher  of  the  very  highest  abilities. 

District  No.  6 

Is  in  union  with  No.  3,  in  East  Bridgewater,  and,  this  year, 
has  been  under  the  care  of  the  East  Bridgewater  Committee. 

District  No.  7. 
Teacher  —  Miss  Sarah  G.  Hinkley. 

This  school  was,  as  usual,  remarkable  for  nothing  but  irregu- 
larity of  attendance.  It  is  the  largest  and  longest  of  any  of  our 
schools,  and  might,  were  its  patrons  alive  to  its  interests,  be  the 
first  school  in  town.  But  it  appears,  instead,  that  a  majority 
care  nothing  for  the  school,  except  as  it  furnishes  a  subject  for 
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fault-finding.  The  schoolroom  was  visited  by  only  three  of  the 
parents  during  both  terms  (six  and  one  half  months).  The 
whole  number  of  scholars  the  first  term  was  68,  and  the  average 
attendance  50  ;  the  second  term  averaged  only  30.  Some  days 
the  schoolroom  was  crowded,  while  on  others  there  were  hardly 
enough  to  form  the  classes.  The  teacher  labored  faithfully,  and 
achieved  as  good  results  as  could  reasonably  be  expected,  under 
the  circumstances.  t 

District  No.  8. 

Teachers — Miss  Antoinette  Howard,  Summer  Term;  Miss 
Ella  Safford,  Winter  Term. 

The  commencement  of  the  Summer  Term  was  delayed  until 
the  middle  of  June,  by  repairs  being  made  to  the  schoolhouse, 
and  after  keeping  a  few  weeks  was  obliged  to  suspend  for  a 
number  of  weeks,  on  account  of  sickness.  This  was  Miss  How- 
ard's first  attempt  at  teaching,  and,  in  the  broken  state  of  the 
school,  we  could  hardly  judge  what  she  might  achieve,  under 
more  favorable  circumstances.  Some  of  the  small  scholars  made 
much  improvement.  The  Winter  teacher  possessed  many  qual- 
ifications of  a  good  teacher,  and  evidently  gained  the  love  of 
most  of  her  scholars  ;  but  there  was  a  lack  of  animation  evinced 
on  the  part  of  both  teacher  and  scholar,  and  during  part  of  the 
school  a  lack  of  order,  without  which  no  school  can  be  suc- 
cessful. 

Union,  Nos.  4  and  7. 

Teachers — Mr.  Hosea  Kingman,  Principal ;  Miss  Mary  D. 
Forbes,  Assistant. 

This  school  is  still  in  session.  Mr.  Kingman  is  thorough  in 
his  instruction,  and  firm  in  his  government,  and  the  school  is 
making  very  good  improvement,  although  characterized  by  the 
same  want  of  punctuality  as  the  two  several  districts  of  which 
it  is  composed,  and  in  some  degree  a  lack  of  animation  on  the 
part  of  the  scholar. 
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It  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  pages,  that  by  far  the  most 
successful  school  is  the  only  one  that  has  been  under  the  care  of 
the  same  teacher  throughout  the  year,  and  that  one  a  graduate 
of  the  Normal  School,  both  of  which  facts  are  worthy  of  con- 
sideration by  those  whose-,,  duty  it  is  to  employ  our  teachers. 
Not  that  I  would  recommend  the  keeping  of  a  poor  teacher 
more  than  one  term,  and  even  a  good  teacher  may  stay  in  a 
school  too  long ;  but,  as  a  general  rule,  a  teacher  who  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  attainments  and  requirements  of  each  scholar, 
is  better  fitted  to  teach  them  than  one  who  is  comparatively  a 
stranger.  Neither  would  I  be  understood,  that  there  are  no 
good  teachers,  except  those  who  have  attended  the  Normal 
School,  or  that  because  one  has,  it  neeessarily  follows  that  he  is 
good,  for  there  are  some  individuals  so  well  qualified  by  nature 
for  the  calling,  as  to  succeed  in  spite  of  any  ordinary  obstacles, 
and  there  are  others  who  can  never  succeed  with  any  amount  of 
preparation  ;  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that,  other  things  being  equal, 
he  will  succeed  the  best  who  has  best  educated  his  mind  for  his 
calling. 

School  Districts. 

While  the  old  district  system  is  tenaciously  retained  by  the 
town,  (as  I  believe  against  sound  reason,  the  clearest  lights  of 
experience,  and  the  best  interests  of  our  schools,)  we  should 
strive  to  regulate  it  so  as  to  make  its  workings  as  nearly  equal 
as  may  be.  There  are  some  instances  where  the  present  division 
subjects  scholars  to  inconveniences  and  hardships,  which  none 
would  willingly  submit  to.  For  instance  :  The  south  part  of 
our  town  has  long  been  allowed  to  take  their  proportion  of  the 
school  money  and  attend  school  in  Bridgewater.  This,  when 
the  Bridgewater  district  was  small,  was  perfectly  satisfac- 
tory, but  for  the  past  year  their  schoolhouse  would  not  accom- 
modate more  than  their  own  scholars  ;  they  therefore  refused  to 
longer  admit  scholars  from  this  town  ;  consequently,  those  schol- 
ars have  been  obliged  to  attend  school  in  District  7,  and  the 
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Union,  which  has  compelled  some  to  travel  a  mile  and  a  half, 
and  debarred  a  part  of  the  smaller  ones  from  the  benefits  of 
school  altogether.  Now,  I  think  that  there  can  be  an  arrangement 
made,  which  will  not  only  greatly  facilitate  their  advantages  for 
attaining  an  education,  but  will  be  an  improvement  to  the  re- 
mainder, and  still  not  increase  the  number  of  districts.  It  is  to 
make  a  separate  district  of  that  part  of  the  town  south  of  the 
river,  and  unite  the  remainder  of  number  seven  with  number 
four,  which  would  give  scholars  sufficient,  so  that  they  might 
avail  themselves  of  all  the  advantages  of  a  graded  school,  and 
at  the  same  time  rid  them  of  the  serious  disadvantage  under 
which  they  now  labor,  of  having  their  school  divided  one  half 
of  the  year,  and  united  the  remainder.  They  already  have  a 
schoolhouse,  centrally  located,  which  would  accommodate  the 
whole  of  both  districts,  with  some  alterations,  for  two  depart- 
ments, and  with  the  present  arrangement  both  need  a  new  house 
for  their  Summer  schools. 

In  drawing  this  Report  to  a  close,  I  must  once  more  urge  upon 
every  parent  the  more  earnest  support  of  our  common  schools. 
They  are  the  most  precious  productions  of  New  England  soil, 
the  fruit  of  which  is  scattered  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific, 
and  is  now  wiping  the  plague-spot  of  oppression  from  the  face 
of  our  whole  country,  and  preparing  the  soil  of  the  "  sunny 
South"  to  receive  the  seeds  of  liberty  and  education.  Let  us 
then  cherish  our  common  schools,  be  liberal  in  our  appropriations 
for  their  support,  interest  ourselves  in  their  management  and 
progress.  Unless  we  are  interested  we  cannot  expect  our 
children  to  be.  Our  registers  for  the  past  year  show  that  in  one 
school  of  three  and  one  half  months,  which  received  only  seven 
visits  during  its  term,  the  average  attendance  was  but  fifty-three 
per  cent.,  while  in  another  of  three  months,  which  received  sixty- 
four  visits,  the  average  attendance  was  95.8  per  cent. 

The  names  of  those  scholars  who  deserve  honorable  mention 
for  being  at  their  post  punctually  every  day,  are,  in—- 
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Mary  E.  Smith, 
Alma  Copeland, 


District  No.  1.  — G.  D. 

Summer  Term. 

Carrie  A.  Copeland, 
Jeremiah  Lynch. 


Annie  Alger, 
Belle  F.  Peckham, 
Lucy  Billings, 
Alma  Copeland, 
Katie  M.  Jennings 9 
Etta  A.  Rounds, 
Helen  Perkins, 
Mary  E.  Alger, 
Ella  L.  Eounds, 
Anna  Rounds, 
Alexina  O.  Leonard, 
Carrie  A.  Copeland, 
Mary  A.  Billings, 


Winter  Term. 

Albie  Bassett, 
Mary  Smith, 
George  Howard, 
Joseph  Pasco, 
James  Alger, 
Herbert  Alger, 
George  Smith, 
Frank  P.  Brown, 
Cornelial  Lynch, 
Charles  Tisdale, 
Jeremiah  Lynch, 
William  Brainard, 
Edward  S.  Hersey, 
William  F.  Winship. 


District  No.  1. — P.  D. 
Summer. 

Louisa  Jennings,  Adaline  Jennings, 

Augusta  Rumney,  Edith  Howard, 

Alice  Tisdale,  Frank  Tisdale. 


Winter  —  None. 
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District  No.  2. 


Myra  Snell, 
Helen  Hartwell, 
Mary  Sullivan, 
Susan  Hay  ward, 
Roxanna  Linnihan, 
Minervia  H.  Hartwell, 
Lyman  E.  Copeland, 
Fred.  Hartwell, 


Summer  Term. 

Frank  Copeland, 
Henry  Hartwell, 
Charles  Hay  ward, 
Charles  H.  Egan, 
Martin  Hay  ward, 
William  Egan, 
Harry  A.  Hay  ward, 
Somers  Howard. 


Winter  Term. 


Fred.  Hartwell, 
Lyman  E.  Copeland, 
William  Conley, 
Edward  Copeland, 
Milton  Howard, 
Dennis  Keliher, 
Dana  Egan, 
Edward  Conley, 


Charles  Hay  ward, 
Harry  Hay  ward, 
William  Egan, 
Frank  Copeland, 
George  E.  Hay  ward, 
Charles  Egan, 
Susan  Hay  ward, 
Minervia  H.  Hartwell. 


Luciette  Snell, 
Lizzie  Martin, 
Ella  Snell, 
Alma  Kingman, 
Horace  Packard. 


District  No.  3. 

Summer  Term. 

Albie  M.  Carr, 
Hattie  Copeland, 
Martha  Jones, 
Fred.  Packard, 
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Winter  Term. 


Enna  Packard, 
Julia  F.  Carr, 
Jessie  McCurdy. 


Sarah  Howard, 


Hattie  Copeland, 
Frank  Packard, 


District  No.  4. 

Susie  Dunbar. 


District  No.  5. 
Summer  Term. 


Warren  Thayer, 
Horace  Vosmons, 
Everett  Vosmons, 
Emma  L.  Allen, 


Mary  E.  Hayward, 
Abbie  M.  Thayer, 
Eleanor  Howard, 
Emma  Wheeler. 


Winter  Term. 
Jennie  Hassett. 


District  No.  7. 
Summer  Term. 

Helen  E.  Ripley, 
Louisa  F  Copeland, 
Annie  P.  Howland, 
Florence  M.  Howland, 
Fred.  H.  Ripley. 

District  No.  8. 

Summer  Term. 
Amanda  Perkins. 


Mary  L.  Perkins, 
Olivia  S.  Holmes, 
Lizzie  Dunbar, 
John  Bottomer, 
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Winter  Term. 


Jane  Howard, 
Irene  Edgecomb, 
Margaret  Geary, 
Warren  K.  Keith. 


Emma  V.  Millet, 
Amanda  Perkins, 
Katie  Geary, 


Helen  E.  Eipley, 
Nellie  Packard, 


Union  District. 


James  Pettee, 
George  Dunbar. 


Whole  Number,  117. 


By  the  above  it  appears  that  the  list  has  nearly  doubled  in 
the  past  two  years,  which  shows  that  in  one  respect  at  least  our 
schools  are  improving. 

FEED.  COPELAND,  Superintendent. 
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REPORT  OE  THE  SELECTMEN. 


The  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  "West  Bridgewater  submit  the  follow- 
ing Keport,  showing  the  receipts,  expenditures,  and  financial  condition 
of  said  town  for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1865. 

We  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Town  Treasurer,  and  find 
that  there  has  been  received  into  the  Treasury  the  following  sums,  viz : 


Balance  in  the  hands  of  Treasurer,  March  1,  1864, 

$2,755 

90 

Keceived  on  Tax  Bills  of  1864,  State,  County,  and  Town, 

12,313 

13 

additional                  "          "  " 

38 

61 

School  District  Tax  bills  for  District  No.  1, 

105 

45 

From  Massachusetts  School  Fund, 

89 

70 

From  the  State,  for  aid  furnished  to  families  of 

volunteers  in  the  army  in  1863, 

3,300 

00 

From  the  State,  a  part  of  the  fund  deposited  by 

the  Town  for  recruiting  purposes, 

750 

00 

From  the  State,  Taxes  on  Corporation  Stocks, 

1,305 

73 

From  the  U.  S.  Treasury,  for  recruiting  ex- 

penses, 

249 

32 

For  lumber  sold  from  the  town  farm, 

15 

41 

of  E.  Howard  for  State  Bounty  advanced, 

50 

00 

Money  borrowed, 

11,341 

00 

$32,314 

25 

We  find  the  Treasurer  has  paid  out  the  Treasury  the  following  sums, 
viz :  — 

Paying  County  tax,  $  788  81 

State  tax,  2,280  00 

Bounties  to  soldiers  to  fill  the  quotas  of  the  town 

since  October,  1863,  4,500  00 
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Paying  Aid  to  families  of  soldiers  in  the  army,  $3,370  91 
Notes  against  the  town,  and  interest,  7,883  21 
For  the  support  of  schools,  1,566  13 
For  repairing  the  highways  and  bridges,  1,014  32 
Towards  building  a  new  road,  959  19 
For  the  use  of  the  Town  Hall,  40  00 
For  printing  town  reports,  blanks,  &c.  46  79 
For  the  support  of  the  poor  in  the  Almshouse,  54tf  20 
For  support  of  paupers  belonging  to  other  towns,  44  00 
•  "  "  a  State  pauper,  5  00 
Support  of  J.  L.  French  at  State  Eeform  School,  19  00 
Abatements  of  taxes  for  1862,  1863,  and  1864,  289  33 
School  District  tax  for  Dist.  No.  8,  1128 
For  recruiting  services,  174  69 
A  deposit  in  State  Treasury  for  recruiting  pur- 
poses, in  filling  the  town  quotas,  1,250  00 
Reimbursement  of  bounties  paid  by  individuals 

to  volunteers,  by  a  vote  of  the  town,  1,489  00 

Balance  of  school  district  tax  for  District  No.  3,  23  26 

No.  8,  91  15 

A  part  school  district  tax  for  District  No.  1,  8  80 

For  land  for  gravel                  "           "  25  00 

to  enlarge  Pine  Hill  cemetery,  75  93 

For  schoolbooks,  ordered  by  the  Committee,  30  36 

For  State  Bounty  advanced  to  a  volunteer,  50  00 

General  order  to  town  officers,  &c.  470  80 

Six  per  cent  discount  on  taxes  for  1864,  738  38 
"       "           "          School  district  tax  for 

District  No.  1,  6  32 

Other  small  items,  18  34 


$  27,816  23 
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LIABILITIES  OF  THE  TOWN. 
Due  the  several  school  districts,  of  the  appropriation  for 


the  support  of  schools,  $  845  93 

Highway  districts,  417  49 

On  school  district  tax  for  District  No  1,  90  33 

On  outstanding  notes  and  interest,  about  12,511  00 


$  13,864  75 

ASSETS. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  $  4,498  02 

Of  the  fund  deposited  in  State  Treasury,  375  00 

Due  from  the  State  for  aid  to  families  in  1863,  187  00 

1864,  3,320  80 

1865,  458  11 
From  4-  Copeland,  guardian  of  M.  Tribon,  84  29 
From  the  town  of  Dover,  for  supplies  to  paupers,  44  00 
For  lumber  sold,  89  53 
From  Columbus  Alger,  on  settlement,  34  64 


$9,091  39 

Balance  against  the  town,  4,773  36 


$  13,864  75 

The  town  voted  to  raise  the  sum  of  $  1,400  for  the  support  of  schools, 
to  which  was  added  the  income  of  the  Massachusetts  School  Fund, 
$  89.70  ;  which  was  divided  as  follows,  viz  :  — 

District  No  1,  with  93  persons  between  five  and  fifteen  years,  $  297  59 


2, 

u    42  « 

<<  << 

170  96 

3, 

u  3i 

>  <  ii 

143  65 

4, 

"  45 

<  < 

<<  ii 

178  41 

5, 

"  50 

ii            <  < 

190  82 

6, 

«  24 

ii  ii 

89  38 

7, 

«  86 

«< 

ii  <t 

280  21 

8, 

"  29 

ii  ii 

138  68 

$  1,489  70 


Each  School  District  account  with  the  Town  Treasury  now  stands  as 


follows,  viz  :  — 

District  No  1. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864,  $     9  07 

Appropriation  of  1864,  297  59 

Amount,  306  66 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  306  66 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1865,  $ 

District  No.  2. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864,  $  127  56 

Appropriation  of  1864,  170  96 

Amount,  298  52 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  209  82 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1865,  $  88  70 

District  No.  3. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,1864,  $6695 

Appropriation  of  1864,  143  65 

Amount,  210  60 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  146  50 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1865,  $  64  10 

District  No.  4. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864,  $  80  34 

Appropriation  of  1864,  89  21 

Amount,                         »  169  55 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  80  00 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1865.  $  89  55 
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District  No.  5. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864,  $  111  92 

Appropriation  of  1864,  190  82 

Amount,  302  74 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  208  38 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1865,  $  94  36 

District  No.  6. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864,  $ 

Appropriation  of  1864,  89  38 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  89  00 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1865.  $  38 

District  No.  7. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864,  $  167  29 

Apropriation  of  1864,  140  11 

Amount,  307  40 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  170  87 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1865,  $  136  53 

District  No.  8. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864,  $  120  36 

Appropriation  of  186f,  138  68 

Amount,  259  04 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  134  18 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1865,  $  124  86 
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Union  District. 


Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864,  $  238  87 

Appropriation  of  1864,  229  30 


Amount,  468  17 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  220  72 


Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1865,  $  247  45 

For  Kepairs  of  Highways. 

The  town  voted  the  sum  of  $  1,000,  said  sum  was  divided  among  the 
several  districts  as  follows,  viz :  — 

To  District  No.  1,  $225  00 

2,  105  00 

3,  205  00 

4,  125  00 

5,  115  00 

6,  115  00 

7,  110  00 


$  1,000  00 


Each  District's  account  with  the  Treasury  now  stands  as  follows, 
viz :  — 

District  No.  1.    F.  E.  Howard,  Surveyor. 


Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864,  $  60  50 

Appropriation  of  1864,  225  00 

Amount,  285  50 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  223  20 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1865,  $  62  30 


9 


District  No.  2.    S.  H.  Howard,  Surveyor. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,1864,  $4751 

Appropriation  of  1864,  105  00 

Amount,  152  51 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  123  93 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1865,  $  28  58 

District  No.  3.    J.  T.  Ryder,  Surveyor. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864,  $  42  52 

Appropriation  of  1864,  205  00 

Amount,  247  52 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  191  42 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1865,  $56  10 

District  No.  4.    James  Copeland,  Surveyor. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864,  $  132  62 

Appropriation  of  1864,  125  00 

Amount,  257  62 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  193  25 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1865,  $  64  37 

District  No.  5.    Thomas  Ames,  Surveyor. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864,  $  78  99 

Appropriation  of  1864,  115  00 

Amount,  193  99 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  79  19 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1865,  $114  80 

9 
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District  No.  6.    G.  H.  Perkins,  Surveyor. 


Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864,  $  32  90 

Appropriation  of  1864,  115  00 


Amount,  147  90 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  100  56 


Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1865,  %  47  34 

District  No.  7.    J.  Q.  Hartwell,  Surveyor. 

Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1864,  $  18  00 

Appropriation  of  1864,  110  00 


Amount,  128  00 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury,  84  00 


Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1865,  %  44  00 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  James  Howard,  for  services  as  Selectman,  Assessor, 

Overseer  of  the  Poor,  &c.  $  164  40 

F.  E.  Howard,  for  services  as  Selectman,  Assessor, 

Overseer  of  Poor,  &c.  18  00 
Caleb  Copeland,  for  services  as  Selectman,  Assessor, 

Overseer  of  Poor,  &c.  55  30 
Albert  Copeland,  for  services  as  Selectman,  Assessor, 

Overseer  of  Poor,  &c.  7  75 

J.  W.  Howard,  as  Town  Clerk,  25  70 

Geo.  M.  Pratt,  extra  service  as  Treasurer,  30  00 

S.  J.  Dunbar,  as  School  Committee,  26  25 

Fred.  Copeland,       "           "  28  50 

Thomas  Pratt,  as  Constable,  5  10 

S.  L.  Pratt,             "  5  25 

Barnabas  Dunbar,  as  Road  Committee,  11  65 

Thomas  Ames,            "          "  24  50 

Job  Bartlett,  for  going  with  Hearse,  &c.  53  65 
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J.  W.  Colwell,  for  tolling  Bell  and  lighting  Town 


Hall,  &c.  $  7  00 

Caleb  Howard,  for  tolling  the  Bell,  5  50 

A.  Packard,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  75 

A.  L.  Alger,  as  Auditor,  1  50 


$470  80 

EXPENSES  AND  KECEIPTS  OF  THE  ALMSHOUSE, 
For  the  year  ending  March  1,  1865. 
Amount  of  stock  at  the  Almshouse,  as  estimated,  viz :  — 


2i  tons  of  English  hay,  $  82  50 

4     "of  meadow  hay,  60  00 

45  bushels  of  corn,  90  00 

8i     "     of  barley,  12  75 

44     "     of  potatoes,  37  40 

A  lot  of  beans,  2  62 

2  oxen,  175  00 

3  cows,  150  00 

1  horse,  30  00 

2  swine,  35  00 
10  hens,  6  00 
1  cake  scraps,  4  00 
100  loads  of  manure,  100  00 
Furniture  and  farm  tools,  see  articles  in  last  year's  Eeport,  319  50 
570  lbs.  of  meat,  lard,  and  tallow,  112  00 
Bills  due  the  house  for  lumber  sold,  89  53 

"   from  Martha  Tribon's  estate,  84  29 

"     "    C.  Alger,  34  64 

"     "    Geo.  Poole,  4  00 

"     *'    others  about,  10  00 


$  1,439  23 

EXPENDITURES   OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  for  warden's  services, 

other  work  and  repairs, 


$  187  50 
16  12 


12 


Paid  for  blacksmithing,  $  10  22 

wares,  7  02 

meat  bills  for  1863  and  1864,  72  84 

fish,  26  46 
clothing,  grain,  flour,  soap,  groceries,  and  other 

store  goods,  .                541  96 

coffins,  43  50 

sawing  bill,  for  1863  and  1864,  68  77 

swine,  14  00 

oxen,  100  00 

fertilizers,  20  00 

Interest  on  the  Almshouse  estate,  as  heretofore  estimated,  219  81 

Inventory  of  stock  on  hand  March  1,  1864,  1,163  68 


$2,491  88 

EECEIPTS  OF  THE  ALMSHOUSE. 

Beceived  for  2  oxen  and  1  beef,  $  258  00 

calves  and  beef's  hide,  66  53 

120  lbs.  pork,  14  40 

pigs,  38  50 

butter,  milk,  and  eggs,  33  86 

hay,  16  20 

straw  braid  and  other  items,  6  50 

lumber  sold,  101  80 

Cr.      by  lumber  to  build  a  bridge  and  railing,  31  19 

Inventory  of  stock  on  hand  March  1,  1865,  1,439  23 


$2,006  21 

Expenditures  of  the  Almshouse,  $2,491  88 

Keceipts  of  the  Almshouse,  2,000  16 


Balance  against  the  house,  $  485  67 


The  average  number  of  paupers  in  the  Almshouse  for  the  year  ending 
March  1,  1865,  was  3  37-52.  The  average  cost  per  week,  including 
the  interest  on  the  Almshouse  establishment,  as  estimated  above,  was 
about  $  2.52. 

The  present  number  of  paupers  in  the  house  is  four. 
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Your  Selectmen  further  report  that  the  guideboards  remain  the  same 
as  last  year. 

The  following  estimate  for  1865,  is  presented  by  the  Selectmen,  for 
the  consideration  of  the  town,  viz :  — 

For  the  support  of  the  poor,  $  500  00 

the  support  of  schools,  1,400  00 

repair  of  roads  and  bridges,  1,000  00 

incidental  expenses,  800  00 

reducing  the  town  debt,  •  1,500  00 

$5,200  90 


LIQUOR  AGENCY,  —  A.  Copeland,  Agent. 
Dr. 

To  stock  in  trade,  March  1,  1864, 
Cash  from  Town  Treasury, 
Sales  of  liquors  during  the  year, 


Cr. 


By  liquors, 

United  States  License  paid, 
Agent's  salary, 
Incidentals, 
Stock  on  hand 
Cash  on  hand, 


Cr.  Stock  in  trade,  March  1,  1865, 
Dr.    Stock  in  trade  March  1,  1864, 


Gain, 


$  115  43 

33  33 
646  04 

$  794  80 

$588  08 
24  17 
75  00 
75 

136  18 
38  75 

$862  93 
$  174  93 
148  76 

$26  17 


March  1,  1865. 


JAMES  HOWARD, 
F.  E.  HOWARD, 
CALEB  COPELAND,  Jr. 

Selectmen  of  West  Bridgewater. 


Note.  — 


The  annual  Town  Meeting  will  be  held  on  the  20th  inst. 


MARRIAGES 


Recorded  in  West  Bridgewater  in  the  year  1864. 


No. 

DATE. 

NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE. 

1 

March 

15 

Jeffrey  Vosmus  and  Orynthia  S.  Morey. 

2 

July 
it 

4 

Cyrus  L.  Williams  and  Abbie  J.  Leighton. 

3 

10 

Henry  P.  Caswell  and  Mary  E.  Brainard. 

4 

a 

28 

Patrick  Kelley  and  Margaret  Healey. 

5 

Aug. 

ft 

9 

Daniel  Williams  and  Susan  Poole. 

6 

13 

John  Condrick  and  Ellen  Tiernay. 

7 

Sept. 

15 

Henry  W.  Ripley  and  Clara  J.  Ames. 

8 

« 

15 

Phillip  Kelley  and  Margaret  Lucie. 

9 

it 

18 

David  T.  Burrell  and  Belle  F.  Holmes. 

10 

Oct. 

8 

Porter  R.  Dawley  and  Catharine  W.  Ames. 

11 

Nov. 

7 

William  Packard  and  Mary  J.  Hatsun. 

12 

it 

18 

Curtis  Eddy  and  Martha  A.  Ryder. 

13 

M 

23 

Ansel  C.  Jenney  and  Elizabeth  B.  Allen. 

14 

Dec. 

9 

Charles  P.  Ames  and  Harriet  E.  Howard. 

15 

15 

Henry  Copeland  and  Emily  B.  Reed. 

DEATHS 

Recorded  in  West  Bridgewater  during  the  year  1864. 


1 

Jan. 

5 

2 

20 

3 

28 

4 

Feb. 

1 

5 

2 

6 
7 

3 
8 

8 

14 

g 

17 

10 

28 

H 

Mar. 

6 

12 

27 

13 

April 

5 

14 

7 

lo 

29 

16 

May 

1!) 

17 

25 

18 

28 

19 

29 

20 

30 

21 

June 

11 

22 

11 

23 

18 

24 

July 

2 

■.'5 

7 

26 

12 

27 

13 

28 

21 

29 

24 

30 

Aug. 

6 

31 

19 

32 

21 

33 

25 

31 

20 

35 

29 

36 

29 

37 

Sept. 

1 

38 

19 

39 

21 

40 

23 

41 

28 

42 

Oct. 

8 

43 

Nov. 

7 

44 

27 

45 

Dec. 

5 

46 

29 

4? 

31 

John  W.  Worcester. . 
James  Cunningham. 

Thomas  Hassett  

Richard  Hassett 
Thomas  Hannan 

Eunice  Ashport  

Persis  Lyscomb  

AVilliam  A.  Scholley 

Betsey  Alger  

Clara  B.  Perkins 

Jerusha  Pratt  

Martin  Cunningham, 
Charles  E.  Howard.. 

Nancy  Drew  

Michael  Ryan  

Amasa  Field  

Melvin  Caldwell  

Walter  P.  Hay  ward  , 

Helen  M.  Bailey  

James  M.  Stetson  ... 
Edward  H.  Mockler , 

Helen  Madden  , 

Eustace  Howard. . . . 

Silas  Dunbar  

Ella  F.  Cop  eland  ... 
Emma  F.  Vosmus 
Frances  J.  Snell 
Lillie  J.  Hay  ward.. 
Catharine  Langley  . 
Charles  Churchill. . . 

Mary  L.  Smith  , 

Arthur  H.  Ryder  

Henry  Bartlett  

Henry  Ryan  

Evelyn  F.  Keith  

Cornelia  A.  Vosmus. 

Sally  Rounds  

Lyman  E.  Hayward 
Rachael  Copeland. . . 
Lucy  H.  Washburn. 
Martha  H.  Tribon. . 
Winfield  Brown.... 
George  W.  Smith. . . 
James  E.  Weeks  . . . 

Lydia  White  

Sally  S.  Caldwell  ... 
Bela  Howard  


M.  D. 

2  27 


8  24 
4  13 


8  24 
11  4 


7 

65 

11 

7 

0  7 

50 

5  2 

4 

0  19 

44 

0  29 

4.5 

1 

24 

74 

9  12 

IS 

7 

3 

0  29 

15 

7  27 

17 

2  30 

3 

6  28 

1  30 

22 

0  27 

4; 

2 

8 

9  16 

6 

0  15 

2 

2  28 

24 

2 

10  9 

72  11  19 

50 

11 

6 

3  8 

30 

5 

67 

10  1 

5 

2  4 

45 

0  10 

26 

61 

0  21 

1 

10 

42 

11  11 

6  10 

50 

IS  10 

92 

3  12 

41 

0  22 

DISEASE,  OK  CAUSE  OK  DEATH. 


Consumption. 

Convulsions. 

Consumption. 


Old  Age. 

Consumption. 

Measles. 

Membranous  Croup. 

Scarlet  Fever. 
Congestion  of  Lungs. 
Consumption. 

Carbuncle. 
Consumption. 

Consumption. 

Wounds  received  in  battle. 
Congestion  of  Brain. 

Wounds  received  in  battle. 
Dropsy. 

Diphtheria. 

Dysentery. 

Cholera  Infantum. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Consumption. 

Enteritis. 

Diphtheria. 

Dysentery. 

Consumption. 

Membranous  Croup. 

Diphtheria. 

Consumption. 

Killed  in  battle. 

^Consumption. 

Hooping  Cough. 

Consumption. 

Cholera  Infantum. 

Smallpox. 

Consumption. 

Old  Age. 

Consumption. 


The  number  of  Births  recorded  in  West  Bridgewater  from  January 
1,  1864,  to  January  1,  1865,  is  26. 

*      AUSTIN  PACKAED,  Town  Clerk. 


REPORT 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE  TOWN  OF 


WEST  BRIDGEWATER, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 


FEBR  UA  R  Y,  18G5 


SCHOOL  REPORT 


The  School  Committee  for  the  school  year  commencing  March, 
1864,  were  Francis  E.  Howard  for  one  year,  Fred  Copeland 
for  two  years,  and  Simeon  J.  Dunbar  for  three  years. 

They  held  their  first  meeting  March  14,  at  the  Town  Hall, 
and  organized  by  the  choice  of  the  following  officers,  viz  : 
Fred  Copeland,  Chairman,  and  Simeon  J.  Dunbar,  Secretary ; 
and,  in  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  town,  authorizing 
the  Committee  to  appoint  a  Superintendent,  they  elected  Simeon 
J.  Dunbar  to  that  office,  and  consequently  he  entered  at  once 
upon  the  duties  of  his  agency,  and  has  performed  his  duties  in 
44  the  general  charge  and  superintendence  of  all  the  public 
schools  in  town,"  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Committee,  as 
well  as  his  experience  and  qualifications  would  permit ;  and  by  vir- 
tue of  his  office  respectfully  presents  this,  for  the  Committee,  to 
the  citizens  of  West  Bridge  water,  as  the  annual  and  4  4  detailed 
report  of  the  condition  of  the  several  public  schools,"  together 
with  "  such  statements  and  suggestions  in  relation  to  the  schools 
as  the  Committee  deem  necessary  or  proper  to  promote  the 
interests  thereof." 

We  will  first  direct  your  attention  to  the  4  4  detailed  report " 
of  the  several  schools. 

GRAMMAR  DEPARTMENT. 

District  No.  1.  Prudential  Committee  —  Mr.  Daniel  B. 
Taylor. 

Summer  and  Winter  Term.  Teacher  —  Mr.  Lewis  E.  Lin- 
coln, except  the  last  four  weeks  of  the  winter  te  rm,  which  were 
taught  by  Mr.  William  C.  Howard. 
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Owing  to  a  delay  in  the, commencement  of  the  summer  term, 
the  school  was  not  as  full  as  common  on  the  boys'  side.  The 
attendance  was  quite  regular  the  first  part  of  the  term,  but 
owing  to  dog-days  weather  it  decreased  much  the  latter  part. 
After  teaching  ten  weeks,  the  teacher,  seeing  a  prospect  of 
having  the  school  prolonged  four  weeks  in  the  fall,  by  subscrip- 
tion, thought  it  best  to  stop  during  the  warm  weather  and  join 
the  two  remaining  weeks  to  the  four  in  the  fall,  and  continue 
when  the  weather  would  be  more  favorable.  We  thought  this 
a  wise  plan  and  approved  of  it. 

The  attendance  in  winter  was  about  the  same  as  in  summer, 
decreasing  in  the  same  manner  on  account  of  interruptions 
caused  by  ill  health  and  resignation  of  the  teacher.  In  the 
summer,  under  Mr.  Lincoln's  administration,  the  deportment 
and  discipline  were  acquired  by  a  steady  and  pleasant  means, 
and  at  every  visit  of  the  Superintendent  were  called  good. 
Owing  to  the  transfer  of  the  two  weeks  already  spoken  of, 
there  was  no  examination,  but  the  appearance  of  the  school  at 
other  times  showed  a  good  degree  of  interest  in  the  teacher, 
and  an  aptitude  well  adapted  to  teaching ;  and  there  was  also 
manifested  a  good  share  of  studiousness  and  progress  in  the 
pupils.  In  winter  the  size  of  the  school  and  number  of  schol- 
ars were  increased  much  by  large  scholars,  and  the  character 
and  disposition  of  a  few  of  the  larger  boys  made  the  acquire- 
ment of  good  discipline  much  more  difficult  for  the  teacher ; 
still,  at  every  visit  to  the  school  the  deportment  was  nothing  but 
good.  But  there  were  a  few  scholars  whose  "  wilful  and  per- 
sistent disobedience"  had  a  licentious  influence  upon  the  school, 
and  the  Committee,  in  order  to  stop  that  influence,  were  obliged 
to  suspend  two  scholars  from  school.  There  is  quite  a  multi- 
plicity of  classes  in  this  school  for  one  teacher,  but  under  the 
circumstances  there  was  fair  improvement  made.  Mr.  Lincoln, 
on  account  of  his  health  and  the  increased  labors  of  the  school, 
resigned  his  position  four  weeks  before  the  close.  His  manly 
deportment  and  character  were  worthy  of  imitation  by  scholars 


21 


and  parents,  and  we  have  no  criticism  upon -him  of  any  impor- 
tance except  his  ill  health,  and  that  is  not  censure.  Mr.  Howard 
was  employed  to  teach  the  remaining  four  weeks.  He  com- 
menced with  firmness  and  secured  good  order  until  the  close. 
The  attendance  was  somewhat  irregular,  but  the  examination, 
which  was  the  first  one  of  the  year,  represented  considerable 
progress  in  many  of  the  studies.  This  schoolhouse  is  in  a  mis- 
erable and  ridiculous  condition,  considering  the  time  it  has  been 
built ;  it  shows  almost  an  immoral  neglect  on  the  part  of  some 
in  its  care,  and  it  has  at  least  an  immoral  and  degrading  influ- 
ence. The  only  way  in  which  it  can  be  kept  in  good  condition 
is  to  have  proper  regulations  for  its  care,  which  should  be  sup- 
ported by  the  parents  and  agent,  and  then  the  teachers  and 
scholars  should  go  by  these  regulations  or  go  out  of  the  school- 
house. 


PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  Term.    Teacher — Miss  Nettie  Howard. 

The  attendance  on  the  part  of  the  girls  was  ordinarily  good, 
but  on  the  other  side  of  the  house  it  was  very  irregular ;  yet  at 
the  close  the  average  attendance  as  a  whole  was  quite  good,  — 
much  larger  than  was  anticipated.  At  the  visits  of  the  Super- 
intendent the  deportment  seemed  to  be  very  favorable  to  success, 
although  at  times  perhaps  there  was  not  that  degree  of  quietness 
wmich  a  teacher  of  more  experience  might  have  secured ;  yet  as 
a  whole  the  general  deportment  of  the  school  was  considered  quite 
good.  In  the  general  work  of  the  school  the  teacher  evinced  a  tact 
well  adapted  to  the  teaching  of  young  pupils ;  and  at  the  exam- 
ination there  was  a  good  degree  of  progress  manifested  by  the 
pupils  in  their  studies,  especially  in  reading,  which  was  not 
surpassed  in  town  by  pupils  of  their  age ;  and  the  result  of  the 
attendance  on  the  two  sides  of  the  house  was  not  unobserved  in 
their  respective  recitations  at  the  close  of  the  school. 
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Wintek  Term.    Teacher  —  Miss  Maria  Howard. 

The  attendance  was  good  as  could  be  expected  of  scholars  of 
their  age,  at  this  season  of  the  year;  the  average  was  a  very 
little  larger  than  in  summer.  This  was  Miss  Howard's  first 
term  of  teaching  in  a  public  school.  The  Committee  made 
only  two  short  visits  in  the  school,  —  another  school  closing  at 
the  same  time  and  the  Committee  not  having  sufficient  notice 
made  it  inconvenient  to  attend  the  examination, — but  judging 
from  the  general  appearance  of  the  school  at  those  visits  we(. 
considered  the  deportment  as  at  least  ordinary,  and  think  that 
there  must  have  been  fair  progress  during  the  term.  We  see 
no  real  hindrance  to  Miss  Howard's  becoming  a  successful 
Primary  teacher. 

District  No.  2.  Prudential  Committee  —  Mr.  F.  W.  Hay- 
ward. 

Summer  and  Winter  Term.  Teacher  —  Miss  Mary  A. 
Foster,  graduate  of  the  Normal  School. 

The  attendance  was  very  fair,  better  in  the  winter  than  in 
summer ;  yet  in  the  summer  especially,  it  was  a  source  of  com- 
plaint from  the  teacher,  and  a  better  attendance  on  the  part  of 
some,  would  have  secured  greater  advantages  to  the  pupils. 
Miss  Foster  came  to  us  amply  qualified  both  in  scholastic 
information  and  experience  for  a  teacher,  and  she,  being  a 
former  schoolmate  of  the  Superintendent,  —  although  the  school 
had  been  under  poor  discipline  the  previous  term,  —  upon  the 
signature  of  her  certificate  he  was  almost  confident  of  her 
complete  and  continued  success,  and  all  his  subsequent  visits  to 
the  school  confirmed  this  thought.  In  order  and  respectfulness 
to  the  teacher,  in  and  about  the  schoolroom,  and  in  thorough- 
ness of  instruction,  this  school  is  among  the  first  in  town.  With 
these  elements  we  do  not  fail  to  see  a  proficiency  sufficiently 
adapted  to  the  capacity  of  the  pupils.  For  the  interest  of  the 
District  we  would  encourage  the  continuance  of  her  services. 


23 


District  No.  3.  Prudential  Committee  —  Mr.  Japhet  Pack- 
ard. 

Summer  Term.  Teacher  —  Miss  Mary  B.  Hall,  *graduatc 
of  the  Normal  School. 

The  attendance  was  injured  considerably  by  the  measles  ; 
probably  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  prevalence  of  this  disease  in 
the  District  the  attendance  would  have  been  remarkably  good  ; 
yet  as  it  was  it  ranked  first  in  town.  In  the  summer  term  of 
this  school  there  was  almost  a  perfect  unanimity  of  action  with 
the  teacher,  scholars,  and  parents,  and  it  was  a  good  model  for 
a  New  England  school.  Miss  Hall  has  taught  this  school  sev- 
eral terms  with  good  success,  and,  in  a  school  of  this  size  with 
such  a  oneness  of  action  for  its  promotion,  she  has  proved  her- 
self an  efficient  teacher.  The  deportment,  proficiency,  and 
thoroughness  of  instruction,  in  this  school  was  very  good,  and 
they  were  due  to  all  the  constituents  which  composed  the  school, 
—  teacher,  number  of  scholars,  and  cooperation  of  scholars  and 
parents. 

Winter  Term.     Teacher  —  Mrs.  Lucy  C.  Sloan. 

The  attendance  was  about  the  same  as  in  summer,  and  it 
ranked  first  among  the  winter  schools.  The  school  labored 
under  the  disadvantage  of  losing  a  teacher,  to  whom  scholars 
and  parents  had  become  so  much  attached,  and  having  a  stran- 
ger substituted  in  her  stead,  there  would  naturally  and  almost 
inevitably  be  some  depreciation  of  interest  in  the  school,  but 
this  should  not  be,  and  there  is  no  just  excuse  for  it. 

The  order  of  the  school  at  all  appearances  was  good  and 
acquired  by  good  means.  The  teacher  was  experienced,  her 
instruction  thorough,  and  the  school  made  good  improvement. 

District  No.  4.  Prudential  Committee  —  Mr  Charles  How- 
ard. 

Summer  Term.    Teacher  —  Miss  L.  A.  Fuller. 
The  attendance  of  this  school  was  very  much  injured  by  the 
measles,  as  in  District  No.  3,  only  to  a  much  greater  extent; 
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if  it  had  not  been  for  this,  probably  the  attendance  would  have 
been  very  good ;  but  still  under  these  circumstances  it  averaged 
quite  welf.  Miss  Fuller  was  a  practically  informed  teacher,  had 
the  right  idea  of  the  teacher's  duties  ;  and  her  manner  of  teach- 
ing was  well  calculated  to  secure  the  attention,  promote  the 
advancement,  and  gain  the  affection  of  her  pupils  ;  and  the  zeal 
and  love  with  which  she  performed  her  daily  work  did  not  fail 
to  accomplish  in  more  than  a  moderate  degree  these  objects. 
There  was  not  that  degree  of  quietness  during  school  hours 
which  some  other  teachers  had,  but  there  was  nothing  in  the 
order  which  defeated  any  of  the  teacher's  plans,  or  which  could 
be  censured,  and  it  was  secured  by  the  best  of  means.  The 
cooperation  of  the  parents,  much  to  the  credit  of  the  District,  did 
much  to  encourage  the  teacher,  and  it  was  reciprocated  to  them 
in  the  welfare  of  their  children.  The  examination  exhibited  a 
good  degree  of  thoroughness  and  progress  in  the  different  stud- 
ies of  the  school.  In  winter  this  school  unites  with  number 
seven  at  the  Union  District. 

District  No.  5.  Prudential  Committee  —  Mr.  Abiel  Wash- 
burn. 

Summer  and  Winter  Term.  Teacher  —  Miss  Mary  K. 
Alden. 

Considering  the  mixture  of  the  school  the  attendance  both 
terms  was  quite  good.  The  previous  term  of  this  school  had 
been  a  partial  failure,  and  it  was  not  in  a  good  condition  when 
the  summer  term  commenced.  Miss  Alden  was  a  teacher  of 
many  years  experience,  and  by  her  commanding  influence  she 
soon  brought  the  school  under  good  discipline,  and  secured 
good  order  and  attention  of  her  pupils,  and  gained  their  confi- 
dence and  respect  throughout  both  terms.  The  teaching  was 
thorough,  and  the  manner  of  conducting  the  recitations  was 
such  as  to  secure  —  that  which  is  so  necessary  —  the  attention 
of  the  scholars. 
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The  examination  of  the  winter  term  manifested  a  commend- 
able condition  and  improvement  of  the  school. 

District  No.  6,  in  union  with  No.  3  of  East  Bridgewa- 
ter.    Prudential  Committee  —  Mr.  Clarkson  W.  Richards. 

GRAMMAR  DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  and  Winter  Term.  Teacher  —  Mr.  Simeon  J. 
Dunbar. 

During  the  second  week  of  the  summer  term  the  teacher  of 
this  department  and  a  large  number  of  the  scholars  of  both 
departments  were  taken  sick  with  the  measles.    This  caused  a 
suspension  of  both  schools,  and  this  general  impediment  to  the 
attendance  and  progress,  at  the  outset,  exerted  an  inevitable 
influence  that  was  seen  throughout  the  term,  and  the  same  or 
some  other  influence  equally  obnoxious  to  the  attendance  and 
intellectual  and  moral  improvement  of  the  school  carried  itself 
through  the  next  term.    The  practice  of  teaching  Saturday 
instead  of  Monday,  and  having  a  vacation  in  a  school  of  twelve 
weeks,  we  think  is  not  a  wise  plan  to  secure  the  good  attend- 
ance and  advantages  of  a  school,  and  undoubtedly  this  exerted 
an  influence  in  the  wrong  direction ;  but  the  Superintendent,  in 
order  to  perform  his  other  duties,  was  almost  obliged  to  adopt 
this  plan.    The  deportment  and  proficiency  as  a  whole  would 
be  called  ordinary  ;  but  examining  the  school  in  its  different  parts 
we  find  the  two  extremes  of  each.    In  regard  to  deportment 
we  are  glad  to  say  that  the  obscenity  so  injurious  to  moral 
development,  which  was  manifested  to  a  more  or  less  extent, 
was  more  than  counterbalanced  by  those  who  had  a  higher  and 
more  conscientious  sense  of  their  sphere  of  duty.     In  profi- 
ciency this  school  did  not  occupy,  we  think,  so  high  a  place 
as  it  formerly  had,  yet  it  contained  some  of  the  most  advanced 
scholars  in  town.    There  were  some  scholars  whose  punctuality, 
character,  and  proficiency  were  the  main  pillars  of  the  school, 
and  without  their  willing  support  the  school  as  a  whole  would 
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not  have  achieved  what  should  be  denominated  ordinary  success. 
To  correct  false  opinions  the  Superintendent  would  state  that  the 
influence  of  the  character  and  scholarship  of  the  two  oldest  girls 
was  very  beneficial  to  the  school,  and  the  extra  time  which  they  re- 
quired was  amply  repaid  by  their  services  in  hearing  younger  schol- 
ars recite,  and  no  one  acquainted  will  doubt  the  progress  of  those 
who  recited  to  them.  The  teacher  labored  under  the  disadvantage 
of  having  the  superintendence  of  his  own  school.  Not  having 
a  careful  and  experienced  eye  to  examine  his  work  and  make 
proper  suggestions,  with  his  inexperience  errors  might  continue 
uncorrected  which  would  result  in  injury.  But  he  will  state 
for  himself  that  he  conducted  the  school  through  the  two  terms 
—  under  various  circumstances  and  some  of  them  not  at  all 
conducive  to  its  welfare  —  to  the  best  of  his  abilities,  endeavor- 
ing to  be  as  thorough  as  possible ;  and  at  each  examination  the 
result  was  as  much  as  he  expected.  There  were  some  things 
that  would  have  been  slightly  modified  if  the  teacher  had  been 
favored  with  the  experience  at  the  beginning  that  he  had  at  the 
close  of  the  school, 

PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Summer  and  Winter  Term.  Teacher  —  Miss  Mary  D. 
Forbes. 

What  we  have  said  in  regard  to  attendance  above,  will  apply 
more  forcibly  to  this  school  than  to  the  Grammar  Department, 
for  that  was  bad,  and  this  worse,  in  attendance.  Principally 
from  the  want  of  experience  in  the  teacher,  her  untrained  tact 
for  governing,  and  the  apparent  neglect  of  the  first  lessons  of 
obedience  in  the  children,  there  was  not  that  degree  of  order, 
obedience,  and  studiousness  which  is  so  desirable  in  a  school  of 
that  grade,  and  almost  indispensable  to  its  success.  The  teacher 
labored  earnestly  for  the  school,  but  from  the  circumstances 
already  mentioned  the  scholars  did  not  appreciate  her  services, 
and  consequently  she  failed  to  secure  the  result  which  she  de- 
sired, although  there  was  quite  a  favorable  progress  in  some 
cases. 
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REMARKS. 

In  this  District  there  is  a  sad  neglect,  either  on  the  part  of 
the  District  or  agent,  in  the  care  of  the  schoolhouse,  and  in  fur- 
nishing the  wood  and  putting  the  house  in  proper  order  at  the 
opening  of  the  schools.  This  is  very  embarrassing  to  any 
teacher,  and  often  defeats  many  good  objects.  When  there  is 
such  a  negligence  of  interest  in  the  school  building,  and  in 
attendance,  it  always  produces  a  like  effect  upon  the  school. 
We  would,  therefore,  earnestly  recommend  —  although  the 
house  is  in  a  poor  condition  and  an  economical  plan  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  affairs  might  defer  the  building  of  a  new  one  — 
that  they  or  their  agent  take  proper  care  of  their  property,  and 
that  they  exert  more  influence  in  securing  a  good  attend- 
ance in  their  school,  thereby  giving  a  higher  standard  to  the 
social,  intellectual,  and  moral  condition  of  their  children,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  freeing  the  streets  from  idle  children.  This 
District  has  been  quite  liberal  in  furnishing  a  "  Webster's 
Unabridged  Dictionary"  for  their  Grammar  School,  at  the  price 
of  nine  dollars. 

District  No.  7.  Prudential  Committee  —  Mr.  John  E.  How- 
ard. 

Spring  and  Fall  Term.  Teacher  —  Miss  M.  C.  Pratt, 
graduate  of  the  Normal  School. 

The  length  of  the  school  being  so  long,  it  was  divided  into 
two  terms.  The  attendance  among  the  smaller  ones  may  have 
been  affected  by  the  whooping-cough  which  was  in  school, 
otherwise,  considering  the  number  and  ages  of  the  scholars,  and 
the  distance  which  many  of  them  live  from  the  schoolhouse, 
the  attendance  was  very  good,  —  much  better  than  the  District 
has  enjoyed  for  some  time.  The  punctual  attendance  of  the 
scholars  in  this  school,  manifested  an  unusual  interest  of  their 
parents  in  the  school ;  this  interest  owed  itself  chiefly  to  the 
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reputable  experience  and  positive  influence  and  success  of  the 
teacher, — hence  the  employment  of  good  teachers.  There 
needs  to  be  but  very  little  said  about  the  deportment  and  profi- 
ciency of  this  school.  The  name  of  the  teacher,  of  whose  suc- 
cess in  the  different  grades  of  schools  we  are  all  more  or  less 
familiar,  suggests  at  once  what  these  two  principal  character- 
istics would  be  if  they  were  not  modified  by  greatly  opposing 
circumstances.  At  every  visit  of  the  Superintendent,  general 
promptness  and  implicit  obedience  characterized  the  school, — 
the  latter  of  which  is  the  most  positive  indication  of  the  charac- 
ter of  a  school,  absolutely  necessary  to  its  good  success  ;  the 
first  lessons  a  child  should  learn,  and  the  most  honorable  and 
consistent  duty  for  him  to  practice  when  he  becomes  a  citizen 
of  a  Republican  Government,  —  that  is,  obedience  to  rightful 
authority.  The  school  being  so  large  some  of  the  older  pupils 
were  employed  to  some  extent  in  teaching  the  younger  ones, 
and  the  teacher  said  that  they  were  a  great  benefit  to  the  school ; 
and  we  would  approve  of  this  method  in  so  large  a  school, 
well  governed  and  under  the  control  of  a  good  teacher.  The 
studiousness,  attention  in  recitation,  deportment,  and  progress 
of  this  school,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  scholars  (87), 
rank  very  high,  if  not  highest  in  town.  This  District  ought  to 
act  with  No.  4,  upon  the  proposition  to  them,  in  the  last  year's 
Report.  The  schoolhouse  is  small,  in  a  poor  condition,  and  the 
number  of  scholars  increasing,  and  something  must  be  done 
soon.    This  school  unites  with  No.  4  in  winter  at  the  union. 

District  No.  8.  Prudential  Committee  —  Mr.  Isaac  Edge- 
comb. 

Summer  Term.    Teacher  —  Miss  Ella  F.  SafTord. 

The  attendance  was  ordinary.  The  deportment  of  the  school 
showed  a  mutual  respect  and  love  between  the  scholars  and 
teacher,  but  the  discipline  was  not  strict  enough  to  produce  the 
results  that  it  should.  There  seemed  to  be  too  many  careless 
and  noisy  habits  among  the  pupils,  such  as  whispering,  loud 
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studying,  and  moving  about  the  schoolroom  too  freely  ;  still, 
there  was  nothing  that  could  be  severely  censured. 

The  teacher  was  obliged  to  leave,  on  account  of  sickness 
among  her  relatives,  a  week  before  the  school  should  have  closed, 
and  there  was  no  examination.  According  to  appearances 
at  other  times  there  seemed  to  be  a  good  interest  in  study  with 
many  of  the  scholars,  and  considerable  improvement  was  made, 
but  there  was  not  that  degree  of  thoroughness  in  the  teaching 
of  some  branches  which  produces  the  best  results. 

Winter  Term.  Teacher  —  Miss  Esther  M.  Simmons,  grad- 
uate of  the  Normal  School. 

The  attendance  was  quite  regular  in  the  first  part  of  the  term, 
but  it  decreased  much  towards  the  last,  especially  among  the 
boys.  As  a  whole  it  averaged  about  the  same  as  in  summer. 
The  school  was  not  under  very  good  discipline  at  the  begin- 
ning, and  an  increased  attendance  of  large,  and  some  not  very 
orderly  scholars,  made  the  school  quite  difficult  to  govern  for  a 
teacher  commencing  her  first  term.  What  we  have  said  of 
deportment  in  summer  would  apply  very  well  to  the  winter 
term  ;  but  as  the  discipline  was  made  much  more  difficult  by  an 
apparent  neglect  of  real  obedience  in  some  of  the  scholars,  in 
the  same  proportions  some  of  the  features  were  made  worse. 
The  teacher  worked  faithfully  and  secured  as  good  order,  under 
the  circumstances  which  were  against  her,  as  could  be  expected. 
A  more  hearty  co-operation  of  scholars  and  parents  would  have 
done  much  towards  the  promotion  of  discipline.  Some  of  the 
larger  girls  made  a  very  favorable  progress  in  some  of  their 
studies,  and  with  good  discipline,  under  Miss  Simmons's  direc- 
tion, we  should  have  looked  for  a  very  profitable  school.  Miss 
Simmons's  qualification,  manner,  and  thoroughness  of  teaching 
deserve  a  good  rank  among  teachers,  and  with  these  and  her 
severe  experience  here,  we  anticipate  success  for  her  in  her  next 
term.  This  school  needs  a  well-experienced  teacher  and  a  good 
disciplinarian,  for  at  least  one  year. 
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Union  District  Nos.  4  and  7.  Prudential  Committee — Those 
of  Nos.  4  and  7. 

Teachers — Mr.  Simeon  J.  Dunbar,  Principal ;  Miss  Mary  D. 
Forbes,  Assistant. 

This  school  is  still  in  session ;  it  has  about  six  weeks  more  to 
keep.  Attendance  so  far  has  been  very  good,  second  in  town. 
The  interest  of  scholars  and  parents  in  the  school,  so  far  as  our 
observation  has  gone,  has  been  very  favorable  to  its  success. 
All  proposals  of  the  teachers  have  been  willingly  met,  and  a 
good  degree  of  respectfulness  exists  among  the  scholars. 

The  deportment  and  progress  of  the  school  are  as  good  as  the 
Principal  and  Assistant  are  able  to  make  them.  Without  re- 
porting his  own  work,  the  Principal  would  invite  the  parents  to 
come  and  see.  The  Assistant  is  working  faithfully  for  the  inter- 
est of  her  classes,  and  secures  considerable  improvement;  but 
owing  to  the  size  of  her  classes  and  their  distance  in  recitation 
from  the  authority  of  the  Principal,  a  firmer  discipline  would  be 
much  to  the  benefit  of  the  school. 

REMARKS  UPON  THE  UNION  SYSTEM. 

There  are  strong  objections  to  this  system,  and  some  of  them 
will  be  hereafter  referred  to.  The  school  is  large  and  requires 
two  teachers,  and  the  compensation  is  not  sufficient  to  secure 
such  an  assistant  as  is  needed,  whose  qualifications  for  teaching 
and  governing  should  be,  so  far  as  they  are  required,  equal  to 
the  Principal,  in  order  to  insure  the  best  results.  The  teacher, 
to  promote  the  best  interests  of  his  scholars,  should  have  them 
under  his  direction  both  in  studying  and  reciting  their  lessons. 
By  this  system  the  Districts  Nos.  4  and  7,  receive  none  of  the 
advantages  of  a  Grammar  School,  for  the  nge  of  scholars  should 
be  no  test  for  their  admission  to  such  school ;  the  only  sure  test, 
to  secure  the  best  advantages  of  such  school,  is  the  qualification 
of  the  scholar.  A  much  more  efficient  course,  for  the  benefit 
of  all  the  scholars,  both  young  and  old  of  Districts  No.  4  and 
7,  would  be  for  the  parents  to  consolidate  a  part  of  the  two  dis- 
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tricts  and  establish  a  graded  school  in  the  present  Union  house, 
which  could  be  done  by  raising  up  the  present  building  and 
putting  a  story  underneath.  By  this  there  could  be  secured 
two  good  schools,  —  Grammar  and  Primary,  — the  year  round, 
and  many  of  the  evils  growing  out  of  the  present  system  would 
be  removed.  We  earnestly  recommend  Districts  No.  4  and  7, 
to  call  a  school-meeting,  at  the  Union  to  consider  and  act  upon 
the  proposition  made  to  them  in  the  last  year's  Report. 

After  giving  a  4 *  detailed  report"  of  the  several  schools,  we 
propose  to  give  a  few  general  remarks  which  have  suggested 
themselves  during  the  year,  by  observation  in  the  general 
superintendence  of  the  working  of  our  schools. 

GENERAL  STATUTE,  CHAPTER  38. 

Sect.  23.  The  School  Committee,  unless  the  town  at  its 
annual  meeting  determines  that  the  duty  may  be  performed  by 
the  Prudential  Committee,  shall  select  and  contract  with  the 
teachers  of  the  public  schools  ;  shall  require  full  and  satisfactory 
evidence  of  the  good  moral  character  of  all  instructors  who 
may  be  employed ;  and  shall  ascertain,  by  personal  examina- 
tion, their  qualifications  for  teaching  and  capacity  for  the  gov. 
ernment  of  schools. 

Sect.  26.  The  School  Committee,  or  some  one  or  more  of 
them,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  careful  examination  of  the 
schools,  and  of  ascertaining  that  the  scholars  are  properly  sup- 
plied with  books,  shall  visit  all  the  public  schools  in  the  town 
on  some  day  during  the  first  or  second  week  after  the  opening 
of  such  schools  respectively,  and  also  on  some  day  during  the 
two  weeks  preceding  the  closing  of  the  same ;  and  shall  also 
for  the  same  purposes  visit,  without  giving  previous  notice 
thereof  to  the  instructors,  all  the  public  schools  in  the  town 
once  a  month,  and  they  shall,  at  such  examinations,  inquire 
into  the  regulation  and  discipline  of  the  schools,  and  the  habits 
and  proficiency  of  the  scholars  therein. 
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GENERAL  STATUTE,  CHAPTER  40. 

Sect.  6.  The  School  Committee  shall  annually  make  a 
detailed  Report  of  the  condition  of  the  several  public  schools, 
which  Report  shall  contain  such  statements  and  suggestions  in 
relation  to  the  schools  as  the  Committee  deem  necessary  or 
proper  to  promote  the  iuterests  thereof.  The  Committee  shall 
cause  said  Report  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  in 
octavo  pamphlet  form,  of  the  size  of  the  Annual  Reports  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  transmit  two  copies  thereof  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  said  Board,  on  or  before  the  last  of  April,  and  deposit 
one  copy  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  city  or  town. 

These  three  sections  lay  out  the  principal  and  most  responsi- 
ble duties  of  the  School  Commtttee ;  yet  there  are  made  collat- 
eral points  connected  with  our  system  of  public  schools  which 
demand  the  most  careful  contideration  and  the  earnest  and 
prompt  action  of  the  Committee.  As  the  town  determined  that 
the  duty  of  the  first  clause  of  Section  23,  should  be  transferred 
to  the  Prudential  Committee,  the  Committee  had  only  to  fulfil 
the  duties  of  the  first.  We  would  suggest  to  the  town  the  con- 
sideration  of  the  expediency  of  leaving  the  duty  of  the  first 
clause  with  the  School  Committee,  and  thereby  preserve  more 
unity,  and  equality  in  the  length  and  condition  of  the  schools, 
and  carry  out  more  fully  the  intention  of  the  statutes.  With 
the  district  system,  as  long  as  there  is  such  a  difference  in  the 
size  of  the  districts,  almost  any  definite  plan  of  dividing  the 
school  money  will  necessarily  result  in  some  injustice  either  to 
the  large  or  small  districts.  A  division  among  the  scholars 
would  be  a  great  injustice  to  the  small  districts,  as  a  district  of 
ten  scholars  is  entitled  to  six  months  school  as  much  as  a  large 
district ;  on  the  other  hand  a  division  equally  among  the  dis- 
tricts, would  do  injustice  to  the  large  districts;  therefore  there 
must  be  some  compromise  between  the  large  and  small  districts, 
by  dividing  part  among  the  scholars  and  part  among  the  dis- 
tricts.   At  the  present,  by  dividing  a  part  among  the  districts, 
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the  school  in  District  No.  1,  is  shortened  more  than  the  other 
large  districts,  because  they  have  to  support  two  schools,  — 
Primary  and  Grammar,  —  and  only  draw  for  one  district, 
while  District  No.  7,  drawing  $17.38  less,  and  having  seven 
scholars  less,  support  but  one  school.  This  is  owing  to  the 
internal  management  of  the  districts. 

The  Committee  have  granted  certificates  to  all  who  have 
applied,  although  in  some  cases  a  better  qualification  and  more 
experience  would  have  secured  a  better  school,  yet  there  was 
nothing  which  seemed  to  justify  a  refusal  of  a  certificate.  We 
would  urge  upon  the  agents  the  importance  of  selecting  good 
teachers,  and  the  only  sure  way  is  to  make  previous  experience 
and  character  the  basis  of  selection.  And  we  would  also  encour- 
age the  continuance  of  a  good  teacher,  when  once  employed,  as 
the  disposition  and  wants  of  the  scholars  can  be  better  complied 
with,  by  a  person  who  knows  the  attainments  of  each  scholar, 
than  by  one  who  does  not.  The  age  of  the  teacher,  — when  the 
character  and  qualifications  are  good,  or  the  fact  of  his  begin- 
ning ought  not  to  be  a  great  objection  ;  but  in  the  employment 
of  such  the  character  of  the  school  should  be  considered,  with  a 
few  exceptions,  the  qualifications  of  the  teachers  in  town,  as 
adapted  both  to  governing  and  teaching  have  been  excellent  for 
the  schools  of  our  grade,  and  have  secured  to  us  many  good 
schools. 

We  cannot  refrain  from  stating,  from  what  we  have  seen 
that  we  think,  other  things  being  equal,  that  those  who  have 
best  educated  themselves  for  teaching,  or  who  have  successfully 
completed  a  course  of  study  in  a  Normal  School,  are  better 
fitted  for  teachers  than  those  who  have  never  studied  or  consid- 
ered their  profession.  The  lawyer  and  doctor  have  their  pro- 
fessional schools, — why  should  n't  the  teacher  have  his?  and 
why  is  not  the  previous  study  of  the  profession  as  necessary  to 
the  teacher  as  to  the  lawyer  or  doctor?  and  why  will  it  not 
secure  as  good  results?  We  think  observation  proves  that  it 
does. 
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The  Normal  schools  act  to  a  certain  extent  as  substitutes  for  ' 
experience  and  they  do  not  fail  in  some  degree  to  secure  this 
result.  Every  subject  taken  up  is  investigated  thoroughly  as 
far  as  they  proceed,  and  considered  in  regard  to  teaching.  We 
know  that  we  have  failings  among  Normal  graduates,  especially 
in  their  first  terms  of  teaching.  We  think  that  some  fail  in 
trying  to  put  into  practice,  at  the  wrong  time  or  place,  too 
many  of  the  theories  which  they  have  learned ;  there  is  great 
danger  of  this.  In  carrying  a  theory  into  practice,  both  the 
doing  and  what  is  to  be  done  should  be  considered.  If  the 
theory  is  bad  the  practice  will  not  fail  to  be  much  different,  but 
if  the  theory  is  good  and  well  adapted  to  the  case,  then  the 
practice  well  conducted  must  also  be  good.  "The  better  the 
theory  the  better  the  practice,"  or  "  The  more  perfect  the  statue 
in  the  sculptor's  mind  the  more  perfect  the  image  in  marble. " 
We  have  had  five  teachers  in  town  the  past  year  who  were  grad- 
uates of  the  State  Normal  School,  at  Bridge  water ;  and  we 
think  we  shall  find  that  their  art  of  teaching  has  been  better 
adapted  to  secure  discipline  and  thoroughness  than  the  other 
varieties  of  the  art  we  have  had  in  town,  although  some  of  them 
have  been  very  good. 

Thoroughness  is  the  principal  characteristic  of  a  Normal 
teacher.  We  are  glad  to  learn  that  there  are  several  young 
ladies,  from  our  common  schools,  who  have  the  intention  of 
attending  the  Normal  School,  at  Bridgewater ;  we  wish  them 
success,  and  anticipate  a  useful  reaction  of  their  minds  upon  our 
common  schools. 

The  labors  of  Section  26,  Chapter  38,  and  of  the  first  clause 
of  Section  6,  Chapter  40,  are  delegated  to  the  Superintendent 
by  the  following  statute  :  — 

GENERAL  STATUTE,  CHAPTER  38. 

Sect.  35.  Any  town,  annually,  by  legal  vote,  and  any 
city,  by  an  ordinance  of  the  City  Council,  may  require  the 
School  Committee  annually  to  appoint  a  superintendent  of 
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public  schools,  who,  under  the  direction  and  control  of  said 
Committee,  shall  have  the  care  and  supervision  of  the  schools, 
with  such  salary  as  the  city  government  or  town  may  deter- 
mine ;  and  in  every  city  in  which  such  ordinance  is  in  force, 
and  in  every  town  in  which  such  superintendent  is  appointed, 
the  School  Committee  shall  receive  no  compensation,  unless 
otherwise  provided  by  such  city  government  or  town. 

The  town  authorized  the  Committee  to  appoint  a  superintend- 
ent, last  year  for  the  first  time,  and  it  seems  by  the  repetition 
of  their  authority  that  it  has  proved  an  expedient  plan.  The 
reason  which  led  to  this  appointment  was  the  refusal  of  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  persons  to  act  conjointly  in  the  care  of  the 
schools  ;  and  it  has  proved  to  be  less  expense  to  the  town. 

It  will  be  seen  by  this  statute  that  the  superintendent  is 
invested  with  no  arbitrary  and  a  very  little  discretionary  power. 

He  is  only  expected  to  exert,  in  his  monthly  visits  what  influ- 
ence he  can  towards  promoting  the  best  interests  of  the  schools, 
and  to  report  their  conditions?  and  44  is  not,  under  the  law, 
entrusted  with  the  care  and  supervision  of  the  schools  in  his 
own  right,  but  always  as  the  agent  or  servant  of  the  School 
Committee,  with  whom  remains  every  power  given  to  them  by 
the  statutes."  The  present  superintendent  has  acted  according 
to  this  principle,  and  has  exercised  no  power  whatever  granted 
the  School  Committee,  without  their  consultation.  The  Com- 
mittee are  of  the  opinion,  that  when  the  services  of  a  competent 
and  interested  person  can  be  secured  for  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation this  plan  is  as  beneficial  to  the  schools  as  the  other. 

A  careful  and  observing  mind,  under  the  direction  of  a  good 
Committee,  is  more  likely  to  improve  and  give  unity  to  the  sys- 
tem than  three  more  or  less  disinterested  persons. 

GENERAL  STATUTES,  CHAPTER  38. 
Sect.  24.    Every  instructor  of  a  town  or  District  School 
shall,  before  he  opens  such  school,  obtain  from  the  School 
Committee  a  certificate  and  duplicate  of  his  qualifications,  one 
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of  which  shall  be  deposited  with  the  selectmen  before  any  pay- 
ment is  made  to  such  instructor  on  account  of  his  services  ;  and 
upon  so  filing  such  certificate  the  teacher  of  any  public  school 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  on  demand,  his  wages  due  at  the 
expiration  of  any  quarter,  or  term  longer  or  shorter  than  a 
quarter,  or  upon  the  close  of  any  single  term  of  service,  subject 
to  the  condition  specified  in  section  thirteen  of  chapter  forty. 

GENERAL  STATUTES,  CHAPTER  40. 

Sect.  13.  The  several  school  teachers  shall  faithfully  keep 
the  registers  furnished  to  them,  and  make  due  return  thereof  to 
the  School  Committee,  or  such  person  as  they  may  designate, 
and  no  teacher  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  payment  for  services 
until  the  register,  properly  filled  up  and  completed,  shall  be  so 
returned. 

We  insert  these  sections  to  give  a  clearer  understanding  in 
regard  to  the  legal  method  of  the  teacher's  getting  his  pay.  It 
seems  as  if  the  custom  in  town  of  authorizing  the  Prudential 
Committee  to  draw  the  pay  of  teachers  from  the  treasury,  is  "  a 
questionable  proceeding,"  conflicting  with  the  law.  We  think 
a  more  legal,  and  perhaps  a  better  method,  would  be  for  the 
teacher,  upon  fulfilling  the  duties  of  these  two  sections,  to  get 
an  order  from  the  Selectmen  and  then  draw  his  pay  from  the 
treasury. 

GENERAL  STATUTE,  CHAPTER  38. 

Sect.  28.  The  School  Committee  shall  direct  what  books 
shall  be  used  in  the  public  schools,  and  no  change  shall  be  made 
in  said  books  except  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  whole 
Board,  unless  the  Committee  consists  of  more  than  nine,  and 
questions  relating  to  schoolbooks  are  intrusted  to  a  sub-com- 
mittee. In  that  case,  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
number  of  said  sub-committee,  with  the  concurrent  vote  of 
three-fourths  of  the  whole  Board,  shall  be  requisite  for  such 
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change.  If  any  change  is  made,  each  pupil  then  belonging  to 
the  public  schools,  and  requiring  a  substituted  book,  shall  be 
furnished  with  the  same,  by  the  School  Committee,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  said  town. 

Sect.  29.  The  School  Committee  shall  procure,  at  the 
expense  of  the  city  or  town,  a  sufficient  supply  of  text-books 
for  the  public  schools,  and  give  notice  of  the  place  where  they 
may  be  obtained.  Said  books  shall  be  furnished  to  the  pupils 
at  such  prices  as  merely  to  reimburse  the  expense  of  the  same. 
The  School  Committee  may  also  procure  at  the  expense  of  the 
city  or  town,  such  apparatus,  books  of  reference,  and  other 
means  of  illustration  as  they  deem  necessary  for  the  schools 
under  their  supervision,  in  accordance  with  appropriations  there- 
for previously  made. 

Sect.  30.  If  any  scholar  is  not  furnished  by  his  parent,  mas- 
ter, or  guardian,  with  the  requisite  books,  he  shall  be  supplied 
therewith  by  the  School  Committee  at  the  expense  of  the  town. 

Sect.  31.  The  School  Committee  shall  give  notice  in  writing 
to  the  assessors  of  the  town  of  the  names  of  the  scholars  sup- 
plied with  books  under  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  section, 
of  the  books  so  furnished,  the  prices  thereof,  and  the  names  of 
the  parents,  masters,  or  guardians  who  ought  to  have  supplied 
the  same.  The  assessors  shall  add  the  price  of  the  books  to 
the  next  annual  tax  of  such  parents,  masters,  or  guardians  ; 
and  the  amount  so  added  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid 
into  the  town  treasury,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  town  taxes. 

Sect.  32.  If  the  assessors  are  of  opinion  that  any  parent, 
master,  or  guardian  is  unable  to  pay  the  whole  expense  of  the 
books  so  supplied  on  his  account,  they  shall  omit  to  add  the 
price  of  such  books,  or  shall  add  only  a  part  thereof  to  his 
annual  tax,  according  to  their  opinion  of  his  ability  to  pay. 

The  above  sections  define  the  duties  of  the  Committee  in 
relation  to  text-books.  One  of  the  benefits  of  the  provisions 
of  section  28  is  to  preserve  a  uniformity  of  books  which  is 
necessary  in  a  certain  extent  to  good  success  ;  and  another  is  the 
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advantage  which  the  schools  may  receive  in  the  exchange  of  old 
books  for  better  ones,  which,  when  exercised  with  discretion, 
exerts  a  permanent  influence  upon  the  scholars,  though  it  may- 
be imperceivable  at  the  time.  This  power  was  exercised  by  the 
Committee  of  last  year  by  the  substitution  of  Eaton's  Primary 
and  Common  School  Arithmetics  for  Dana  P.  Colburn's,  at  an 
expense  of  $28.80  to  the  town.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  statute 
that  the  expense  falls  upon  the  town  and  not  upon  the  scholars 
as  some  have  supposed.  Eaton's  arithmetics  are  becoming  quite 
popular,  although  their  use  at  first  did  not  meet  the  approval  of 
the  Superintendent  and  some  of  the  teachers ;  but  as  we  have 
become  more  acquainted  with  them  we  have  arrived  at  the  fol- 
lowing conclusion,  —  that  they  are  better  adapted  to  most  of 
the  scholars  for  commencing,  than  Colburn's  ;  yet  we  think  after 
a  scholar  has  mastered  the  first  two  principles  and  the  ground 
rules  of  Arithmetic,  that  Colburn's  applications,  especially  when 
a  teacher  follows  closely  the  book,  is  better  calculated  to  develop 
the  reasoning  faculty,  and  secure  practical  information  and 
arithmetical  accuracy  than  Eaton's  Common  School.  It  is  a 
duty  of  the  community  to  take  advantage  of  section  28,  when 
it  will  promote  the  cause  for  which  the  schools  are  established ; 
but  they  should  act  through  a  careful  examination  of  the  best 
books  in  use.  We  would  call  the  attention  of  the  districts, 
especially  Nos.  2,  3,  and  8,  to  Sect.  29,  and  state  that 
text-books,  legally  authorized,  are  kept  by  Baker  &  Williams, 
near  the  centre,  and  Dunbar  at  Cochesett.  Some  inconsistency 
has  arisen  from  scholars  in  the  above-named  districts  bringing 
unauthorized  books  into  school.  We  hope  that  this  will  be 
discontinued  ;  the  practice  is  illegal. 

We  would  also  request  the  teachers  to  see  that  the  scholars 
get  writing-books  with  copies  in  them.  It  is  plain  that  the 
phrase  "  to  reimburse  the  expense  of  the  same"  includes  the 
commission  on  selling.  The  benefits  of  the  last  clause  of  this 
section  are  a  great  advantage  to  the  schools  when  received. 
The  "appropriations  previously  made"  referred  to,  are  one- 
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fourth  of  the  income  of  the  school  fund,  which  by  law  the 
Committee  can  expend  "  as  they  deem  necessary,"  in  accordance 
with  the  above  statute ;  but  it  has  always  been  customary  in 
this  town  to  use  this  in  support  of  schools.  Some  of  the  schools 
are  not  well  furnished  with  maps,  blackboards,  and  other  means 
of  illustration,  which  every  teacher  will  affirm  is  so  necessary  to 
success.  What  is  geography  without  a  map  or  globe?  arith- 
metic without  a  blackboard?  or  orthoepy,  orthography,  and 
etymology  without  a  dictionary  ?  Some  of  the  schools  are 
fortunate  in  having  these  things  furnished  by  subscription.  If 
they  are  not  supplied  in  this  way,  they  should  be  as  the  law 
directs.  Sections  30,  31,  and  32  above,  provide  that  every 
scholar  of  whatever  circumstances  shall  be  supplied  with  the 
requisite  books  necessary  for  his  use  in  school.  The  duty  of 
the  Committee  on  this  point  is  imperative,  and  whether  the  par- 
ent shall  bear  the  expense  in  his  tax  or  not  remains  entirely  with 
the  discretion  of  the  Selectmen.  This  duty  has  been  exercised 
only  in  one  district,  at  an  expense  of  less  than  one  dollar. 

GENERAL  STATUTES,  CHAPTER  3J. 

Sect.  7.  Every  town  divided  into  school  districts  shall  at  its 
annual  meeting  choose  one  person,  resident  in  each  school  dis- 
trict, to  be  a  Committee  for  that  district,  and  to  be  called  the 
Prudential  Committee,  who  shall  keep  the  schoolhouse  in  good 
order  at  the  expense  of  the  district ;  and  if  there  is  no  school- 
house,  shall  provide  a  suitable  place  for  the  school  of  the  dis- 
trict at  the  expense  thereof ;  shall  provide  fuel  and  all  things 
necessary  for  the  comfort  of  the  scholars  therein ;  give  informa- 
mation  and  assistance  to  the  School  Committee  of  the  town  to 
aid  them  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  required  of  them ;  and 
when  the  town  so  determines,  shall  select  and  contract. with  an 
instructor  for  each  school  in  the  district. 

In  regard  to  the  duties  of  this  section  we  would  impress  upon 
the  voters  of  the  districts  the  importance  of  the  choice  of  a  good 
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ao-ent,  as  we  believe,  under  our  district  system,  there  is  no  other 
person  except  the  teacher  who  is  able  to  exert  so  much  influence 
upon  the  school's  good.  And  the  way  in  which  this  influence 
is  to  be  exerted  is  in  the  encouragement  of  the  teacher  whom 
he  has  employed,  and  in  taking  an  interest  and  proper  care  of 
the  district's  property.  And  let  it  be  remembered  that  a  person 
commits  a  greater  wrong  by  the  neglect  of  his  duty  than  he 
would  in  the  refusal  of  an  office.  It  seems  to  be  the  practice 
in  some  districts,  if  we  are  not  misinformed,  to  use  part  of  the 
money  appropriated  by  the  town  for  the  schools,  in  repairing 
the  schoolhouses  and  furnishing  them  with  the  necessary  appa- 
ratus and  furniture.  The  statutes  expressly  imply  that  any 
expenditure  from  the  school  appropriations,  except  for  44  wages 
and  board  of  teachers,  fuel  for  the  schools,  and  care  of  the  fires 
and  schoolrooms,"  is  not  according  to  their  design.  Mr.  Bout- 
well,  ex-secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education,  upon  this  point, 
says  :  44  It  is  a  custom  in  various  towns  to  use  the  money  raised 
for  the  support  of  schools  to  defray  the  expenses  pf  repairing 
and  furnishing  schoolhouses.  This  course  is  illegal,  and  defeats 
the  object  sought  by  the  State." 

In  speaking  of  the  duties  of  a  Prudential  Committee,  he  says  : 
4  4  He  would  also  be  personally  liable  for  an  excess  of  expendi- 
ture over  the  appropriation  to  his  district."  And  again  he  quotes 
the  following:  4  4  if  a  town  deposits  money  in  the  hands  of  a 
Prudential  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  paying  a  teacher  the 
risk  is  with  the  town.  If  the  Prudential  Committee  fails  to 
apply  the  money  legitimately,  the  town  is  still  liable  to  the 
teacher.  (11  Pick.  260,  7  Cush.  478.)  44  The  adoption  of 
the  plan  of  the  teacher's  drawing  his  pay  which  has  been  given 
would  avoid  the  risk  herein  stated.  The  duties  defined  in  the 
last  clause  of  the  section  under  consideration,  as  already  stated, 
was  granted  by  the  town,  to  school  agents  ;  but  the  agent  of 
District  No.  1,  —  on  account  of  the  deficiency  of  appropriation 
allotted  to  that  district,  owing  to  previous  arrangements  or 
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mismanagement,  —  neglected  or  refused  to  employ  teachers  for 
the  summer  schools. 

GENERAL  STATUTES,  CHAPTER  39. 

Sect.  12.  If  a  School  District  neglects  or  refuses  to  estab- 
ish  a  school  and  employ  such  teacher  for  the  same,  the  School 
Committee  may  establish  such  school  and  employ  a  teacher 
therefor,  as  the  Prudential  Committee  might  have  done. 

By  authority  granted  in  this  section,  the  Town  Committee 
employed  the  teachers  for  the  summer  term  in  District  No.  1. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  duty  of  this  section  is  not  imperative, 
but  simply  says  that  the  Committee  "  may"  perform  the  duty 
of  the  agent  if  he  neglects  or  refuses. 

GENERAL  STATUTES,  CHAPTER  38. 

Sect.  1.  In  every  town  there  shall  be  kept,  for  at  least  six 
months  in  each  year,  at  the  expense  of  said  town,  by  a  teacher 
or  teachers  of  competent  ability  and  good  morals,  a  sufficient 
number  of  schools  for  the  instruction  of  all  the  children,  who 
may  legally  attend  public  school  therein,  in  orthography,  read- 
ing, writing,  English  Grammar,  geography,  arithmetic,  the 
History  of  the  United  States,  and  good  behavior.  Algebra, 
vocal  music,  drawing,  physiology,  and  hygiene  shall  be  taught 
by  lectures  or  otherwise,  in  all  the  public  schools  in  which  the 
School  Committee  deem  it  expedient. 

Sect.  12.  The  several  towns  shall,  at  their  annual  meet- 
ings, or  at  a  regular  meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  raise  such 
sums  of  money  for  the  support  of  schools  as  they  judge  neces- 
sary ;  which  sums  shall  be  assessed  and  collected  in  like  man- 
ner as  other  town  taxes. 

Sect.  14.  A  town  which  refuses  or  neglects  to  raise  money 
for  the  support  of  schools  as  required  by  this  chapter,  shall  for- 
feit a  sum  equal  to  twice  the  highest  sum  ever  before  voted  for 
the  support  of  schools  therein.  A  town  which  refuses  or  neg- 
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lects  to  choose  a  School  Committee  to  superintend  said  schools, 
or  to  choose  prudential  committees  in  the  several  districts, 
when  it  is  the  duty  of  the  town  to  choose  such  Prudential  Com- 
mittee, shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  less  than  five  hundred  nor  more 
than  one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
county. 

Sect.  15.  Three-fourths  of  any  forfeiture  paid  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  county,  under  the  preceding  section,  shall  be 
paid  by  the  Treasurer  to  the  School  Committee,  if  any,  other- 
wise to  the  selectmen  of  the  town  from  which  it  is  recovered, 
who  shall  apportion  and  appropriate  the  same  to  the  support  of 
the  schools  of  such  town,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  been 
regularly  raised  by  the  town  for  that  purpose. 

We  believe  by  a  recent  act  of  the  Legislature,  agriculture  has 
been  added  to  the  list  of  studies,  in  Section  1.  In  computing 
time  four  weeks  are  considered  a  month,  or  "  reckon  twenty 
days  to  the  month,"  says  a  document  from  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation. This  same  document  also  states,  concerning  "  all 
schools  sustained  at  the  public  expense,"  —  * '  when  such 
schools  are  prolonged  by  private  subscription,  and  open  as 
before  to  all  the  children  of  the  district,  they  are  still  to  be 
reckoned  as  public  schools."  It  would  appear  by  this,  that  the 
four  weeks  school,  in  District  No  1,  sustained  by  general  sub- 
scription, and  prolonging  the  public  school  of  the  Grammar 
department  in  the  summer  term, — answered  to  all  intents  the 
purpose  of  the  school  laws.  For  the  reasons  already  given,  the 
Committee,  as  general  agents  of  the  town,  deem  it  expedient, 
—  in  order  to  comply  with  the  statutes  and  secure  the  benefits 
of  their  design  to  the  children,  and  avoid  the  penalties  of  Sec- 
tion 14,  —  to  employ  teachers  as  they  did,  with  the  arrange- 
ment that  they  should  receive  their  pay,  when  the  appropri- 
ations of  the  town  became  due  to  that  district.  The  schools  in 
this  district  have  been,  this  winter,  a  few  weeks  short  of  six1 
months,  for  the  same  reason  thai  caused  a  refusal  of  the  em- 
ployment of  teachers  in  summer ;  but  the  Committee  did  not 
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think  that  the  continuance  of  the  school  two  or  three  weeks, 
owing  to  some  circumstances  connected  with  it,  would  secure 
the  advantage  to  the  district  that  it  ought  for  the  expense  that 
would  be  incurred.  There  are  also  two  other  districts  that  fall 
a  little  short  of  six  months  school.  But  any  of  these  deficiencies 
are  not  caused  by  a  wilful  neglect  of  the  town  to  do  their 
duty  ;  and  any  person  who  is  a  friend  to  the  interests  of  the 
town  and  to  education  will  not  bring  an  action  against  the 
town  ;  and  if  he  should,  we  think  that  a  conscientious  and 
judicial  court  would  decide  in  the  town's  favor. 

GENERAL  STATUES,  CHAPTER  38. 

Sect.  16.  Every  town  shall,  at  the  annual  meeting,  choose, 
by  written  ballots,  a  Board  of  School  Committee,  which  shall 
have  the  general  charge  and  superintendence  of  all  the  public 
schools  in  town.  Said  Board  shall  consist  of  any  number  of 
persons  divisible  by  three,  which  said  town  has  decided  to  elect, 
one-third  thereof  to  be  elected  annually,  and  continue  in  office 
three  years.  If  a  town  fails  or  neglects  to  choose  such  Com- 
mittee, an  election  at  a  subsequent  meeting  shall  be  valid. 

This  section  "  declares  that  the  Board  of  School  Committee 
'  shall  have  the  general  charge  and  superintendence  of  all  the 
public  schools  in  town/  This  great  power  has  been  interpreted 
by  the  Supreme  Court."  This,  says  Mr.  Boutwell,  "in  the 
absence  of  expressed  legal  provisions,  includes  the  power  of 
determining  what  pupils  shall  be  received  and  what  rejected. 
If  children  are  suffering  from  a  contagious  disease,  or  so  impure 
in  morals  as  to  render  association  with  them  pernicious  to 
others,  the  School  Committee  may  direct  the  teacher  to  exclude 
them  temporarily  or  permanently."  We  think  this  power 
should  be  exercised  carefully  and  promptly,  as  sometimes, 
under  the  circumstances,  it  may  be  the  only  means  by  which 
the  discipline  and  character  necessary  to  the  school's  success 
can  be  secured.    The  teacher  has  no  right  to  exclude  a  scholar 
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permanently ;  but  if  a  scholar  is  disobedient  he  may  suspend 
him  until  seeing  the  Committee.  The  power  invested  in  Sec- 
tion 13,  determines  what  scholars  shall  attend  the  Primary  and 
Grammar  departments  of  graded  schools,  as  in  District  No.  1. 
Mr.  Boutwell  [also  quotes  the  following:  "The  general 
School  Committee  of  a  city  or  town  have  power,  under  the 
laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  order  to  maintain  the  purity  and 
discipline  of  the  public  schools,  to  exclude  therefrom  a  child 
whom  they  deem  to  be  of  a  licentious  and  immoral  character, 
although  such  character  is  not  manifested  by  any  acts  of  licen- 
tiousness or  immorality  within  the  school."    (8^Cush.  160.) 

GENERAL  STATUTE8,  CHAPTER  38. 

Sect.  10.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president,  professor, 
and  tutors  of  the  University  at  Cambridge  and  of  the  several 
colleges,  of  all  preceptors  and  teachers  of  academies,  and  of  all 
other  instructors  of  youth,  to  exert  their  best  endeavors  to 
impress  on  the  minds  of  children  and  youth  committed  to  their 
care  and  instruction,  the  principles  of  piety  and  justice,  and  a 
sacred  regard  to  truth ;  love  of  their  country,  humanity,  and 
universal  benevolence;  sobriety,  industry,  and  frugality ;  chas- 
tity, moderation,  and  temperance ;  and  those  other  virtues 
which  are  the  ornament  of  human  society  and  the  basis  upon 
which  a  republican  constitution  is  founded ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  such  instructors  to  endeavor  to  lead  their  pupils,  as 
their  ages  and  capacities  will  admit,  into  a  clear  under- 
standing of  the  tendency  of  the  above-mentioned  virtues,  to 
preserve  and  perfect  a  Republican  Constitution  and  secure  the 
blessings  of  liberty,  as  well  as  to  promote  their  future  happi- 
ness, and  also  to  point  out  to  them  the  evil  tendency  of  the 
opposite  vices. 

Sect.  11.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  resident  ministers  of 
the  gospel,  the  selectmen,  and  the  School  Committees,  to  exert 
their  influence  and  use  their  best  endeavors  that  the  youth  of 
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their  towns  shall  regularly  attend  the  schools  established  for 
their  instruction. 

We  are  to  infer  from  the  authority  herein  quoted,  and  from 
Sections  10  and  11,  that  the  Committee  and  teacher's  duty  in 
using  their  influence, — to  form  good  habits  of  society,  to 
secure  respectfulness  of  tone  and  manner  among  the  pupils,  and 
to  make  a  proper  foundation  for  a  good  character,  —  is  not 
to  be  exercised  in  the  schoolroom  during  school  hours,  more 
than  it  is  before  and  after  school,  when  the  scholars  are  in  and 
about  the  building,  and  going  to  and  from  the  schoolhouse  in 
the  streets.  If  scholars  mar  and  destroy  wilfully  the  property 
of  the  district  or  of  others,  or  commit  outrages  towards  other 
scholars  or  persons  near  or  about  the  schoolhouse,  the  teacher 
has  a  perfect  right  to  adopt  all  proper  and  legal  measures  to 
prevent  such  injuries ;  but  we  hope  parents  who  are  more 
responsible  for  such  actions  will  perform  this  duty.  We  hope 
that  all  concerned  will  do  what  they  can  in  carrying  out  the 
design  of  Section  11.  There  is  a  later  law  than  this  imperative 
upon  the  towns,  requiring  them  to  make  "  provisions  and  ar- 
rangements concerning  truants  and  absentees."  (See  Laws  and 
Eesolves  of  1862,  Chap.  207.)  We  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  town  to  the  examination  of  this  to  see  if  they  will  take  any 
action  upon  it.  We  think  something  in  this  direction  is  needed. 
It  was  a  testimony  of  the  teachers  that  the  articles  passed  by 
the  last  March  meeting  were  beneficial  in  securing  attendance ; 
we  would  recommend  something  similar  again. 

GENERAL  STATUTES,  CHAPTER  41. 

Sect.  1.  Every  person,  having  under  his  control  a  child 
between  the  ages  of  eight  and  fourteen  years,  shall  annually, 
during  the  continuance  of  his  control,  send  such  child  to  some 
public  school  in  the  city  or  town  in  which  he  resides,  at  least 
twelve  weeks,  if  the  public  schools  of  such  city  or  town  so  long 
continue,  six  weeks  of  which  time  shall  be  consecutive ;  and  for 
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every  neglect  of  such  duty  the  party  offending  shall  forfeit  to 
the  use  of  such  city  or  town  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  dol- 
lars :  but  if  it  appears,  upon  the  inquiry  of  the  truant  officers, 
or  School  Committee  of  any  city  or  town,  or  upon  the  trial  of 
any  prosecution,  that  the  party  so  neglecting  was  not  able,  by 
reason  of  poverty,  to  send  such  child  to  [school,  or  to  furnish 
him  with  the  means  of  education,  or  that  such  child  has  been 
otherwise  furnished  with  the  means  of  education  for  a  like  period 
of  time,  or  has  already  acquired  the  branches  of  learning  taught 
in  the  public  schools,  or  that  his  bodily  or  mental  condition  has 
been  such  as  to  prevent  his  attendance  at  school  or  application 
to  study  for  the  period  required,  the  penalty  before  mentioned 
shall  not  be  incurred. 

Sect.  2.  The  truant  officers  and  the  School  Committees  of 
the  several  cities  and  towns  shall  inquire  into  all  cases  of  neg- 
lect of  the  duty  prescribed  in  the  preceding  section,  and  ascer- 
tain from  the  persons  neglecting,  the  reasons,  if  any,  therefor ; 
and  shall  forthwith  give  notice  of  all  violations,  with  the  rea- 
sons, to  the  treasurer  of  the  city  or  town ;  and  if  such  treasurer 
wilfully  neglects  or  refuses  to  prosecute  any  person  liable  to  the 
penalty  provided  for  in  the  preceding  section,  he  shall  forfeit  the 
sum  of  twenty  dollars. 

Section  2  emphatically  requires  the  School  Committee  to  take 
some  action  in  carrying  out  the  designs  of  the  first.  We  are 
quite  positive  that  there  are  violations  of  section  1,  and  liabili- 
ties to  its  penalties,  in  town ;  but  we  hope  that  an  insertion  of 
these  two  sections  will  be  a  sufficient  suggestion  for  those  con- 
cerned  to  do  their  duty.  If  44  parents  are  poor,  then  not 
a  moment  should  pass  until  the  children  are  provided  with  the 
means  of  escaping  from  ignorance,  as  the  best  security  that  they 
will  ultimately  escape  from  poverty." 

In  the  history  of  the  commonwealth  we  find  that,  as  early  as 
1642,  the  general  court  instructed  the  officers  of  every  town  to 
44  have  a  vigilant  eye  over  their  brethren  and  neighbors,  to  see 
first  that  none  of  them  shall  suffer  so  much  barbarism  in  any 
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of  their  families  as  not  to  endeavor  to  teach  by  themselves  or 
others,  their  children  and  apprentices,  so  much  learning  as  may 
enable  them  to  read  the  English  tongue,  and  obtain  a  knowledge 
of  capital  laws."  Let  us  not  fall  into  the  4 *  barbarisms"  avoided 
by  our  fathers  more  than  two  centuries  ago. 

GENERAL  STATUTES,  CHAPTER  39. 

Sect.  40.  The  public  schools  required  by  law  shall  continue 
to  be  maintained  in  each  of  the  districts  thus  associated,  as  if 
no  union  district  had  been  formed. 

We  would  call  the  attention  of  Districts  No.  4  and  7  to  this 
section  referring  to  union  districts,  in  relation  to  their  union 
district.  We  think  that  the  scholars  under  ten  (10)  in  Dis- 
trict No.  4,  have  never,  and  in  District  No.  7  but  few  times, 
received  the  benefits  of  the  public  schools  required  by  law,  since 
the  formation  of  the  union  district ;  though  we  think  undoubt- 
edly the  union  has  been  a  great  advantage  to  many  scholars. 
We  pronounce  this  course  illegal ;  and  as  a  remedy  for  this  we 
would  earnestly  renew  the  proposition  to  these  two  districts 
made  by  the  Superintendent  of  last  year.  If  there  is  no  action 
taken  on  this  proposition,  we  would  suggest  to  District  No  4 
the  propriety  of  moving  their  schoolhouse  out  of  the  road. 

GENERAL  STATUTES,  CHAPTER  41. 

Sect.  5.  Children  living  remote  from  any  public  school  in 
the  town  in  which  they  reside,  may  be  allowed  to  attend  the 
public  schools  in  an  adjoining  town,  under  such  regulations  and 
on  such  terms  as  the  School  Committees  of  the  said  towns  agree 
upon  and  prescribe ;  and  the  School  Committee  of  the  town  in 
which  such  children  reside,  shall  pay  out  of  the  appropriations 
of  money  raised  in  said  town  for  the  support  of  schools,  the  sum 
agreed  upon. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  residing  in  the  borders  of  a  district, 
and  desiring  to  send  out  of  town,  we  give  this  section.  The 
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statutes  seem  to  imply  that  money,  for  the  purposes  herein  spec- 
ified, is  not  to  be  drawn  from  any  district,  but  from  the  gen- 
eral school  appropriations.  It  has  been  decided  by  the  court 
that  a  town  cannot  legally  act  upon  the  design  of  this  section ; 
the  duty  remains  with  the  School  Committee. 

GENERAL  STATUTES,  CHAPTER  39. 

Sect.  49.  The  respective  School  Committees  of  the  towns 
from  which  such  united  district  is  formed,  shall  discharge  the 
duties  of  School  Committee  for  the  district  in  alternate  years, 
commencing  with  the  most  ancient  town. 

This  section,  referring  to  "  contiguous  school  districts  in  ad- 
joining towns,"  will  inform  District  No.  6  in  regard  to  the 
supervision  of  their  school. 

The  Superintendent,  on  entering  upon  his  duties,  felt  a 
desire  of  a  clearer  understanding  of  the  true  contemplation 
and  practical  operation  of  the  School  laws  of  the  State  ;  and  ex- 
amined the  statutes  carefully,  according  to  his  abilities,  to  secure 
this  information,  necessary  to  his  official  duty.  That  the  town 
may  secure  the  benefit  of  his  investigation  of  their  meaning,  and 
observation  of  their  application,  he  has  inserted  these  sections  of 
the  statutes,  not,  perhaps,  as  Horace  Mann  says,  because  they 
are  wanted,  but  because  their  influence  is  needed.  But  he  does 
not  desire  to  establish  any  precedent,  and  has  endeavored  to  make 
no  statements  not  based  upon  good  authority.  We  believe  that 
in  no  way  can  the  best  possible  advantage  of  our  schools  be 
secured,  except  by  following  the  instructions  of  the  General 
Statutes,  Title  XI.  Of  Public  Instruction  and  Regulations  re- 
specting Children. 

STUDIES,  DISCIPLINE,  AND  SUGGESTIONS  TO  THOSE  INTER- 
ESTED. 

We  all  agree  that  those  studies  which  teach  the  scholars  4  *  what 
they  will  need  to  know  when  they  become  men,"  should  receive 
the  most  importance  in  our  common  schools  ;  and  we  believe 
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those  which  will  do  this  to  the  best  advantage  are  the  common 
branches  required  by  law,  —  "  Orthography,  Reading,  Writing, 
English  Grammar,  Geography,  Arithmetic,  the  History  of  the 
United  States,  and  good  behavior."  It  is  a  fault  of  some  schol- 
ars to  pursue  their  studies  beyond  what  their  age  and  capacity 
will  allow,  or  their  ambition  seems  to  exceed  their  real  mental 
energy,  and  by  pushing  on  they  get  into  battle  before  they  are 
really  prepared  for  an  attack,  and  they  are  apt  to  weaken  and 
discourage  the  mind  and  defeat  its  object,  while  a  little  longer 
preparation  would  enable  them  to  advance  successfully. 

Orthography.  — This  is  very  difficult  for  some  pupils  to  learn, 
and  none  the  less  important  to  them  when  learned. 

Some  teach  this  orally  and  others  by  writing,  but  when  the 
two  methods  are  combined  they  secure  the  best  results,  as  some 
require  the  impression  upon  the  eye  and  others  upon  the  ear. 

Reading.  —  Of  course  the  teacher  who  is  the  best  reader, 
would  be  more  apt  to  teach  good  reading ;  hence  the  importance 
of  becoming  so.  But  it  is  useless  to  suppose  that  you  can  in- 
struct your  class  in  elocutionary  principles,  and  by  so  doing  make 
them  good  readers ;  and  we  think  rules  in  reading  should  be 
taught  only  to  a  limited  extent,  but  the  teacher  should  under- 
stand well  the  principles  of  good  reading. 

The  scholar  can  only  attain  the  art  by  continual  drill  in  the 
right  and  natural  direction.  We  have  as  many  varieties  of 
teaching  this  as  we  have  teachers,  and  some  of  them  equally  as 
good  as  others  ;  and  if  we  should  criticise  the  different  methods, 
they  could  say,  as  Dr.  Johnson  did  when  a  person  was  compar- 
ing his  writings  with  Addison's,  —  "  Sir  Addison  has  his  style, 
and  I  have  mine." 

Writing.  —  It  is  plain  that  those  books  with  copies  prepared, 

so  as  to  take  the  pupil  along  in  a  natural  order,  in  the  different 

characters  and  motions,  are  best  to  make  good  penmanship. 

We  think  that  fifteen  minutes  in  writing  each  day  is  better  than 

a  longer  time  taken  less  frequently. 

Grammar. — This  branch  misrepresents  the  real  qualification 
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of  the  scholars  more  than  any  other  study  taught  In  town. 
Many  of  the  classes  are  advanced  in  the  pages  of  the  book,  but 
they  are  too  deficient  in  the  principles  of  etymology,  especially 
in  the  properties  of  the  noun  and  verb.  There  is  a  great  incon- 
sistency in  the  study  of  grammar  and  the  use  of  it  in  writing 
and  conversation.  There  is  also  a  great  lack  of  thoroughness  in 
this  branch.  Tower's  Common  School  Grammar,  and  the  selec- 
tions in  it  for  parsing,  are  sufficiently  advanced  for  any  scholars 
in  our  schools,  and  the  use  of  a  higher  parsing  book  should  not 
be  approved. 

Geography.  — This  should  be  principally  taught  from  the  map  ; 
and  by  the  aid  of  the  globe  a  clear  idea  of  latitude  and  longi- 
tude should  be  given  as  possible.  Some  teachers  have  used 
map-drawing  in  teaching  geography.  This  is  a  successful  means 
and  should  be  encouraged  when  the  size  and  convenience  of  the 
school  will  permit.  When  the  scholar  leaves  the  map  or  com- 
mences to  study  physical  or  descriptive  geography,  he  should  be 
able  to  bring  before  his  mind  a  picture  of  the  map  with  all  its 
principal  features.  Descriptive  geography  should  not  be  at  all 
discarded,  but  used  after  leaving  the  map,  and  it  is  one  means 
of  learning  the  use  of  language. 

Arithmetic.  —  This  ranks  as  high  in  the  schools  as  any  other 
study,  and  we  hope  the  interest  in  it  will  not  be  lessened.  We 
would  impress  upon  the  scholars  the  importance  of  thoroughness 
in  this  branch,  especially  in  the  first  six  operations,  properties  of 
numbers,  and  fractions, — common  and  decimal;  thorough 
scholars  in  these  principles  will  make  good  arithmeticians.  Care 
should  be  taken  that  the  scholar's  reason  is  not  misled  by  the 
rules.  Definitions  and  rules  should  not  be  confounded.  The 
definition  generally  should  be  thoroughly  learned,  then  should 
come  the  analysis,  and  then,  if  the  teacher  thinks  it  wise  to 
learn  them,  the  rules,  and  not  before.  To  give  the  rule  is  not 
to  explain  the  example. 

Some  teachers  in  this  as  well  as  in  other  branches  are  liable 
to  lead  their  pupils  too  far  out  of  the  teaching  of  the  book  in 
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order  to  conform  to  their  idea  of  teaching,  and  in  the  end  the 
pupils  do  not  get  a  definite  idea  of  either.  On  the  other  hand 
some  are  more  liable  to  follow  the  book  so  closely  that  if  the 
scholars  are  drawn  aside  from  it  into  practical  problems  of  life, 
they  perform  them  with  difficulty  and  often  with  inaccura- 
cy. These  two  extremes  should  be  guarded  against.  His 
aptness  to  teach  the  subject,  the  subject  itself,  and  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  treated  of  in  the  book,  and  the  aptitude  and  capac- 
ity of  the  scholar,  are  the  things  to  be  considered  by  the  teacher  ; 
and  he  should  bring  them  all  as  near  the  same  channel  as  possible 
to  secure  the  best  results. 

In  Eaton's  Arithmetic  we  have  this  example  given  :  "  Sold  a 
watch  for  $  21  and  gained  5  per  cent  on  the  cost ;  had  I  sold  it 
for  $  18,  should  I  have  gained  or  lost,  and  how  much  per  cent  ?  " 
This  may  be  analyzed  as  follows  :  If  by  selling  the  watch  at  $  21, 
I  gained  5  per  cent  on  the  cost,  then  21  must  be  So,  or  S  of 
the  cost,  and  i  must  be  2\  of  this,  and  IS,  or  the  cost,  I?  of 
it,  which  is  $  20.  Now  if  I  had  sold  it  for  $  18,  I  should  have 
lost  $2,  or  20,  or      or  10  per  cent  of  the  cost. 

The  following  rule  is  given  to  perform  it  by  :  "  Make  a  frac- 
tion by  writing  the  proposed  price  for  the  numerator  and  the 
actual  price  for  the  denominator.  Then  multiply  the  per  cent 
at  which  the  article  is  sold  by  this  fraction ,  and  the  product  will 
be  the  per  cent  at  the  proposed  price.  The  difference  between 
the  product  and  100  is  the  gain  or  loss  per  cent  at  the  proposed 
price."  In  such  cases  as  this,  will  you  have  the  scholar  learn 
the  rule  or  the  analysis  ?  The  answer  should  be  decisive  and 
determined. 

History.  — This  has  not  been  for  some  time  a  very  common 
study,  but  it  has  been  introduced  into  several  of  the  schools  the 
past  year.  This  study,  especially  general  history  and  that  per- 
taining to  our  country,  is  useful,  and  ought  to  be  encouraged 
among  the  large  scholars. 

Comjiosilions.  —  We  think  these  should  receive  more  impor- 
tance than  they  do,  and  where  the  size  and  convenience  of  the 
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school  will  allow,  all  scholars  in  Tower's  Common  School 
Grammar  should  be  requested  to  write  compositions,  as  an  effi- 
cient means  of  teaching  Orthography,  "Writing,  Reading,  and 
Grammar. 

Singing  and  General  Exercises,  —  When  the  teacher  can  sing, 
or  when  the  larger  scholars  are  prepared  to  lead  in  this  matter, 
the  practice,  two  or  three  times  a  day,  in  any  school  where  it 
can  be  used  successfully,  has  a  pleasant  and  renovating  influ- 
ence upon  the  school.  It  has  been  practised  in  a  number  of 
schools  in  town,  and  should  be  encouraged.  General  and  daily 
exercises  upon  some  practical  subject  which  will  be  interesting, 
useful,  and  adapted  to  the  scholars  are  very  beneficial,  sug- 
gestive, and  often  produce  incentives  to  interest  in  study  and  to 
a  more  thorough  investigation  of  the  subjects  alluded  to.  If 
the  size  of  the  school  will  not  allow  special  time  for  such 
exercises,  then  collateral  and  practical  information  should  not 
be  omitted  in  the  recitation. 

Discipline.  — This,  at  least  in  an  ordinary  degree,  is  abso- 
lutely essential  to  the  successful  working  of  the  school ;  and 
one  of  the  indispensable  principles  for  securing  it  is  prompt  and 
respectful  obedience  to  the  proper,  just,  and  impartial  authority 
of  the  teacher ;  this  obedience  should  be  insisted  upon  in  and 
about  the  school  premises,  and  all  hindrances  to  it,  whether 
coming  from  the  scholars  or  from  outside  conversation  about 
minor  objections  to  the  teacher's  plan,  serve  as  real  injuries  to 
the  school ;  objections  should  be  made  by  direct  communication 
to  the^teacher ;  if  otherwise  they  result  in  injury.  The  disci- 
pline, with  a  few  exceptions,  in  the  schools  has  been  very  good, 
we  have  noticed  that  generally  that  which  was  obtained  by  the 
best  means,  and  which  secured  the  good  will  of  scholars  and 
parents  has  been  the  most  conducive  to  success,  but  the  criti- 
cism generally,  is  not  strict  enough,  rather  than  too  strict.  We 
have  also  noticed  that  those  teachers  who  have  some  definite 
and  systematic  plan  of  discipline  and  teaching,  and  adopt  it  at 
once  on  the  commencement,  and  carry  it  through  the  term, 
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succeed  the  best ;  but  whenever  such  a  plan  is  entered  upon, 
and  objections  not  previously  anticipated  arise  which  are  liable 
to  defeat  the  object  sought,  — we  think  there  should  be  no  hes- 
itation in  turning  from  it,  and  it  is  a  duty  to  do  so  ;  some 
teachers  say  *  *  When  I  commence  a  thing  I  will  carry  it  out  any 
way;"  this  is  open  to  severe  criticism.  Whenever  there  is  a 
continued  or  wilful  disobedience  of  the  teacher's  request,  there 
must  of  necessity  be  some  penalty  attached  to  avoid  its  repeti- 
tion ;  and  after  a  due  consideration  of  the  nature  of  the  offence, 
and  the  disposition  of  the  scholar,  the  teacher  should  be  prompt 
in  using  that  form  of  reprobation,  or  of  punishment,  which  he 
thinks  will  be  most  proper,  expedient,  and  effectual. 

Care  should  be  taken  not  to  use  improper  punishments. 
Good  order  can  generally  be  obtained  with  but  very  little  cor- 
poral punishment.  Whether  it  shall  be  used  or  not,  to  much 
extent,  depends  upon  the  disposition  of  the  scholars,  teachers, 
and  parents.  Experience  and  observation  prove  that  those 
teachers  who  are  the  most  interested  in  their  schools  and  in  the 
branches  which  they  teach,  succeed  the  best  in  accomplishing 
their  object.  The  action  and  energy  of  the  scholar's  mind  and 
his  manner  of  movements  depends  a  great  deal  upon  the  daily 
habits  of  the  teacher  and  the  state  of  his  mind ;  the  teacher, 
therefore,  should  never  be  vulgar  or  lazy  in  his  deportment, 
especially  in  the  schoolroom,  for  it  is  sure  to  act  upon  the  school. 

Very  few  teachers  are  so  amply  prepared  for  their  work  that 
they  will  not  benefit  themselves  and  their  school,  by  occasional 
reflections  upon  their  duty,  and  previous  examination  of  their 
studies  for  the  recitation ;  if  the  teacher's  mind  is  familiar  and 
active  upon  the  subject,  there  will  be  comparatively  few  cases 
where  the  scholar  cannot  be  made  so.  Many  difficulties  are 
overcome  only  by  thought,  but  the  teacher  should  not  fall  into 
the  habit  of  burdening  the  mind  too  much  about  the  cares  of 
the  school,  an  excess  in  this  matter  is  often  a  fault  with  begin- 
ners, and  it  has  a  negative  rather  than  a  positive  influence. 
The  first  thing  for  the  teacher's  consideration  is  his  health; 
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without  good  or  ordinary  health  all  good  designs  in  the  school- 
room fail.  The  too  frequent  practice  of  teachers'  attending 
evening  entertainments  at  late  hours,  and  neglecting  necessary 
preparation  in  their  studies,  or  indulging  the  mind  with  unreal 
and  extravagant  representations  of  life's  object  by  reading  a 
certain  class  of  fictitious  writings,  is  not  at  all  conducive  to 
a  didactic  state  of  mind,  and  to  a  successful  performance  of 
their  professional  duties.  If  a  teacher's  mind  is  not  in  the 
schoolroom  he  is  not  fitted  to  be  there  himself.  Teachers  can 
derive  much  benefit  to  their  success  from  visiting  schools  and 
receiving  suggestions  from  each  other. 

Frequent  visits  of  parents  are  very  efficient  aids  to  the  teacher 
in  promoting  the  interest  of  the  school ;  any  teacher  will  con- 
firm this.  The  number  of  visits  of  parents  are  generally  in 
proportion  to  the  attendance  or  number  of  visits  of  their  chil- 
dren ;  it  is  the  individual  visits  of  parents  themselves  and  not 
the  visits  of  young  persons  or  persons  out  of  the  district  that 
are  the  most  beneficial,  but  still  all  visits  have  their  influence. 

If  the  interest  of  parents  and  teachers  in  the  schools  the  past 
year  had  been  measured,  by  the  town's  appropriation  for 
schools,  or  by  the  teacher's  wages,  we  think  it  would  have  been 
much  less  than  it  has.  By  examination  of  the  statistics  which 
we  have  appended,  we  find  that  the  town  occupies  a  compara- 
tively low  rank  in  the  amount  raised  to  each  scholar,  and  a 
comparatively  high  one  in  attendance ;  now  an  interest  in 
attendance  should  not  be  at  all  suppressed  by  neglect  to  raise  a 
sufficient  and  comparative  amount  of  money.  We  dislike  to 
hear  our  town  censured,  especially  as  we  do  by  our  own  citi- 
zens, for  in  many  respects  it  has  been  quite  liberal,  and  deserves 
the  credit ;  but  we  would  suggest  to  the  citizens  of  the  town, 
and  have  them  consider,  if  they  will  not  at  their  next  meeting 
raise  their  school  money,  at  least  two  or  three  hundred  dollars, 
and  this  will  be  nothing  more  than  what  justice  and  the  times 
require.  If  the  town  should  raise  three  hundred  dollars  more, 
it  would  be  only  about  thirty-five  one-hundredths  (^)  of  a 
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mill,  on  one  dollar  of  taxable  property  in  town ;  and  a  person 
worth  a  thousand  dollars  would  have  to  pay  thirty-five  cents  as 
his  share  of  the  tax. 

Remember  that  the  vote  of  the  hand,  at  town-meeting,  marks 
in  a  great  degree  the  educational  progress  of  your  children  the 
next  year,  and  also  represents  the  material  symbol  of  the  town's 
educational  interest,  in  the  statistics  of  the  State. 

If  you  vote  money  to  lay  out  and  gravel  the  highways  of  the 
town,  do  not  fail  in  voting  money  to  lay  out  and  prepare  the 
streets  and  channels  in  the  minds  and  characters  of  the  young, 
which,  when  once  laid  out  and  prepared  as  they  should  be, 
seldom  need  repairing,  and  are  more  permanent  than  any 
macadamized  road. 


Names  of  scholars  who  deserve  credit  for  being  neither  absent 
nor  tardy.  They  are  printed  in  order  to  stimulate  scholars  to  a 
more  prompt  attendance,  and  it  is  an  honor  to  those  scholars 
whose  names  appear  here  : — 


DISTRICT  NO.  1. 
Grammar  Department. 

Summer. 
Mary  Alger, 
Carrie  Copeland, 
Mary  Dewyre, 
Alice  Tisdale, 
Maria  Burke, 
Margaret  Desmond, 
Minnie  Pasco, 
Carrie  Vosinus, 
Joseph  Jennings. 

Winter. 
Lizzie  Ames, 
Mary  Billings, 
Addie  Sears, 
Alice  Tisdale, 
Lizzie  Hancock, 
Mary  Lothrop, 
Carrie  Vosmus, 
Joseph  Jennings, 
Caleb  Swan. 


Primary  Department. 

Summer. 
Addie  Jennings, 
Sarah  Vosmus, 
Eannie  Rounds, 
Florence  Berry, 
Joanna  Lynch, 
Katie  Shaw. 

Winter. 
Addie  Jennings, 
Luella  Billings, 
Florence  Berry, 
Adelaide  Hancock, 
Joanna  Lynch, 
Prank  Tisdale, 
Warren  Jennings, 
George  Rumney. 

DISTRICT  NO.  2. 
Summer. 
Helen  Hartwell, 
Mary  Sullivan. 
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Edmond  Copeland, 
Charles  Egan, 
Henry  Hartwell, 
Willie  Egan. 

Winter. 

Edmond  Conley, 
Lyman  Copeland, 
Charles  Egan, 
Willie  Egan, 
Henry  Hartwell, 
Edmond  Copeland, 
Helen  Hartwell, 
Mary  Sullivan, 
Myron  Packard. 

DISTRICT  NO.  3. 

Summer. 
Hattie  Copeland, 
Bradley  Murphy. 

Winter. 
Hattie  Copeland, 
Mary  Copeland, 
Fred.  Packard. 

DISTRICT  NO.  4. 

Summer. 
Clara  Edson, 
Alice  C.  Howard, 
Nellie  Packard, 
Minnie  F.  Howard, 
Joseph  C.  Howard. 

District  No.  5. 
Summer. 
Warren  R.  Thayer, 
Mary  S.  Washburn. 

Winter. 
Elenor  Howard, 
Hattie  E.  Holmes. 

DISTRICT  NO.  6. 
Grammar  Department. 
Summer. 

Hannah  K.  Richards,  the  first  half 
the  term,  as  long  as  shu  attended. 


Winter. 
Lucy  A.  Lyon, 
Joshua  Reed, 
George  R.  Lyon, 
George  A.  Dunbar. 

Primary  Department. 
Summer. 

None. 

Winter. 
Bradford  Allen. 

DISTRICT  NO.  7. 

Spring  Term. 
Lizzie  Dunbar, 
Florence  Howland, 
Annie  Howland, 
Addie  Packard, 
Mary  Perkins, 
Helen  Ripley, 
Freddie  Ripley, 
Caleb  Reed, 
Samuel  Reed, 
David  Reed, 
Josephine  Shaw, 
Anna  Wheeler, 
Edith  Wheeler, 
Olive  Holmes. 

Fall  Term. 

*  Caleb  Reed, 

*  Samuel  Reed, 

*  David  Reed, 

*  Helen  Ripley, 

*  Freddie  Ripley, 

*  Abbie  C.  Colwell, 

*  Louise  Copeland, 

*  Olive  Holmes, 

*  Francis  Howard, 
♦Florence  Howland, 

*  Annie  Howland, 

*  Lizzie  Dunbar, 
*Mary  King, 

*  Addie  Packard, 

*  Eveline  Packard, 

*  Josephine  Shaw, 

*  Anna  Wheeler, 

*  Edith  Wheeler, 

*  Helen  Ripley, 

*  Freddie  Ripley. 


►These  scholars  on  account  of  a  short  fit  of  sickness,  or  a  severe  storm,  have  been  ab- 
sent or  tardy  a  very  few  times,  —  some  only  once  or  twice ;  —  they  thought  they  had  tried, 
and  ought  to  have  the  credit  for  it.  We  presume  there  are  others  in  town  deserving  the 
same  credit,  but  these  were  printed  to  fulfil  the  promise.  All  should  try,  and  if  they  can- 
not be  perfect  in  attendance,  should  be  as  nearly  so  as  possible. 
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DISTRICT  NO.  8. 

Summer. 

S.  Alice  Holmes, 
Emma  V.  Millett, 
Jane  Howard, 
L.  Adelaide  Hayward, 
Irene  A.  Edgecombe, 
Amanda  Perkins, 
Eddie  Keith, 
Annie  Perkins, 
Warren  Keith, 
Eddie  Perkins. 


Winter. 

S.  Alice  Holmes, 
Sarah  J.  Keith, 
Ellen  Geary, 
Emma  V.  Millett, 
Warren  Perkins, 


L.  Adelaide  Hayward, 
Margaret  Geary. 


UNION  DISTRICT. 

For  the  first  eight  weeks, 

Lydia  D.  Kinnicutt, 
Helen  E.  Ripley, 
Mary  L.  Perkins, 
Edith  Wheeler, 
Annie  Wheeler, 
Eva  J.  Packard, 
Minnie  F.  Howard, 
Louisa  F.  Copeland, 
Thomas  S.  Holmes, 
Lucian  Dunbar, 
Freddie  H.  Ripley, 
Clinton  P.  Howard, 
William  N.  Shipman, 
Michael  Ryan. 


It  is  too  great  a  practice  with  many  scholars  to  be  dismissed 
in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  —  very  often  twenty  minutes 
after  commencing,  or  after  the  first  recitation.  In  this  respect 
the  register  misrepresents  the  attendance,  and  the  influence  upon 
the  school  and  scholar  is  the  same  as  if  he  had  been  absent. 
As  a  partial  remedy  for  this  inconsistency,  perhaps  it  might  be 
expedient  for  the  Committee  to  instruct  the  teachers  to  mark 
only  those  scholars  present  who  remain  half  of  the  session,  or 
who  are  not  dismissed  before  recess  ;  and  also  to  instruct  them 
not  to  dismiss  scholars,  except  in  extreme  cases,  without  a  writ- 
ten request  from  their  parents  or  guardians. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Experience  has  taught  us,  if  we  were  to  commence  again,  to 
endeavor  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  sooner  than  this,  but  here 
we  are,  and  viewing  the  past  school  year,  we  think  as  a  whole 
there  has  been  quite  a  good  degree  of  interest  and  cooperation 
of  teachers,  scholars,  and  parents,  in  the  general  promotion  of 
the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  our  common  schools  ;  and  we  hope 
and  think  that  the  result  of  their  action  has  laid  many  good 
foundations  and  principles  in  the  characters  of  the  young.  The 
terrible  civil  war  of  our  Nation,  which  has  been  brought  about 
chiefly  by  a  want  of  general  education  taught  in  our  common 
schools,  and  by  a  neglect  of  their  fostering  care,  ought  to  be 
enough  to  prompt  and  incite  us  to  an  earnest  and  willing  exer- 
tion in  their  hearty  support.  It  is  the  common  education  of  the 
minds  of  the  whole  class,  and  not  a  prominent  or  fashionable 
education  of  a  few  individuals,  that  raises  the  character  of  a 
community,  of  a  state,  and  of  a  nation,  in  their  moral,  intellec- 
tual, and  social  condition  ;  and  if  we  trace  the  history  of  all  the 
nations  of  the  globe,  from  continent  to  continent,  we  shall  find 
this  principle  confirmed.  The  co-working  elements  whose  influ- 
ence may  and  should  have  a  tendency  to  promote  the  usefulness 
of  the  common  schools  are, — the  School  Committee,  Pruden- 
tial Committee,  families,  parents,  scholars,  and  teachers.  If 
there  is  a  want  of  interest  in  any  one  of  these  cooperators,  or 
a  neglect  of  duty,  there  will  be  a  corresponding  deficiency  in 
the  result. 

The  families  and  schools  are  indexes  to  each  other,  and  the 
character  of  the  former  is  always  seen  in  the  latter ;  and  their 
combined  influence  is  a  true  index  to  the  nation's  character. 
Let  us  then  cherish  them  both  and  employ  all  rightful  and  legal 
means,  and  use  all  due  exertion  in  so  training  our  youth  that 
they  may  at  manhood  and  womanhood  represent  principles  of 
good  character,  common  school  education,  industry,  and  obedi- 
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ence  and  respect  to  God  and  man,  and  then  we  shall  do  our 
share  in  removing  the  nation's  evils  —  civil  war  and  slavery  — 
from  our  land. 

Before  closing  let  us  not  fail  to  ask  from  Him  who  is  the 
highest  source  of  all  things,  aid  and  guidance  in  caring  for  the 
best  condition  of  both  young  and  old  ;  and  beseech  Him  to 

"Teach  us  unselfishly  to  toil, 
To  labor  and  to  wait ; 
And  bless  the  faithful,  earnest  soul 
In  high  or  low  estate." 

For  the  Committee, 

SIMEON  J.  DUNBAR,  Superintendent . 


Approved  by 


FRANCIS  E.  HOWARD, 
SIMEON  J.  DUNBAR, 


School  Committee 
West  Bridgewater. 


February  25,  1865. 

*Fred.  Copeland,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  has  moved  out  of  town, 
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STATISTICS, 

COMPARING  THIS  TOWN  WITH  THE  OTHER  TOWNS  OF  THE  COUNTY  AND  STATE, 

FOR  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  1862-3. 


Average  wages  of  male  teachers  per  month,  including  the  value  of  board. 
In  the  State,  $  44.87 ;  county,  $  31.98  ;  and  this  town,  $39.50.  Average  wages 
of  female  teachers.  In  the  State,  $18.90;  county,  $17.38;  and  this  town 
$18. 

Amount  raised  for  each  child  between  five  and  fifteen  years  of  age.  In  this 
State,  $  6.04 ;  county,  $  3.963 ;  which  stands  twelfth  cn  the  list  of  counties 
from  tiie  highest  sum  raised;  and  in  this  town,  $3,518;  which  stands  sixteenth 
from  the  head  on  the  list  of  towns  in  the  county,  and  226th  from  the  head  on 
the  list  of  cities  and  towns  in  the  State.  The  amount  of  money  raised  in  town 
that  year  was  $  1,400;  the  number  of  persons  between  five  and  fifteen  years 
of  age  398,  — 2  less  than  this  year;  and  number  of  towns  in  the  State  in  1862 
was  333. 

Percentage  of  valuation  appropriated  to  public  schools,  —  equivalent  to 
mills  and  hundredths  of  mills.  In  the  State,  $.001-61 ;  county,  $.001-77  ;  this 
stands  tenth  on  the  list  of  counties ;  and  this  town,  $-001-83 ;  this  stands 
seventh  on  the  list  of  towns  in  the  county,  and  158th  on  the  list  of  cities  and 
towns  in  the  State.  The  valuation  of  this  town  that  year  was  $  764,408 ;  and 
this  year  it  is  $844,206. 

Ratio  of  attendance  to  the  whole  number  of  children  between  five  and  fif- 
teen expressed  in  decimals.  Whole  number  in  the  State  between  five  and  fif- 
teen that  year  was  238,381.  Ratio  of  attendance  in  the  State,  .76;  county, 
.76-44;  ninth  on  the  list  of  counties,  and  this  town,  .85-05  ;  fifth  on  the  list  of 
towns  in  the  county,  and  89th  on  the  list  of  cities  and  towns  in  the  State.  The 
mean  average  attendance  upon  the  schools  in  town  that  year  was,  338. 

COMPARE  THE  STATISTICS  OF  THE  TOWN    FOR    THE  PRESENT  YEAR  WITH  THE 

ABOVE. 

Average  wages  of  male  teachers  per  month,  including  board.  Summer, 
$  27.50 ;  Winter  $  42.50.  Average .  wages  of  female  teachers  —  Summer, 
$  22.69 ;  Winter,  $  27.93.  Average  wages  of  male  teachers  for  the  year, 
$35.00:  of  female  teachers,  $22.31. 

Amount  raised  for  each  child  between  five  and  fifteen,  $3.50;  if  the  income 
of  the  school  fund  from  the  State  be  included,  which  is  $  89.70,  the  amount  to 
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scholar  between  five  and  fifteen  will  be  $  3.724!.  Percentage  of  the  valua- 
tion of  towns  appropriated  to  the  support  of  the  schools,  expressed  in  deci- 
mals of  mills,  is  $  .001-66. 

The  mean  average  attendance  upon  the  schools  in  Summer  was  330,  in  Win- 
ter 385,  for  the  whole  year  358. 

Ratio  of  attendance  to  the  whole  number  of  children  between  five  and  fif- 
teen expressed  in  decimals.  In  Summer,  .82-5,  in  Winter,  .96-25,  for  the  whole 
year  .89-5.  The  average  and  ratio  of  attendance  above  includes  Beaver  school. 
The  ratio  expressed  here  does  not  show  the  ratio  to  those  attending  school,  but 
to  the  number  of  scholars  between  five  and  fifteen. 


LIST  OF  TEXT-BOOKS, 

PRESCRIBED  BY  THE  SCHOOL    COMMITTEE    TO    BE    USED    IN    THE  SCHOOLS  OP 
WEST  BRIDGEWATER. 


Readers  —  Bible ;  Sargent's  First  Series. 

Spellers  —  Fowle's  Common  School  Speller,  and  Webster's  Dictionary. 
English  Grammar.  —  Tower's  First  Lessons,  and  Common  School  Gram- 
mar. 

Arithmetic  —  Eaton's  Primary;  Warren  Colburn's  Mental,  and  Eaton's 
Common  School. 

Geography  —  Cornell's  Series. 

Penmanship  —  Writing-books,  with  copies  set  in  them. 
History  —  Quackenbos's  History  of  United  States. 
Mathematics  —  Davies's  Algebra  and  Geometry. 
Physiology  —  Cutter's. 
Book-keeping  —  Mayhew's. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE 


SELECTMEN,  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR, 


TOWN  OF  WEST  BRIDGEWATER 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  1,  1866. 


BOSTON: 

ROCKWELL    AND    ROLLINS,   PRINTERS . 
122  Washington  Street. 
1866. 


AND 


TOWN  CLERK 


OF  THE 


ALSO,  THE 


1 


; 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

SELECTMEN,  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR, 

AND 

TOWN  CLERK 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  WEST  BMDGEWATER: 

ALSO,  THE 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  1,  1866. 


BOSTON: 

ROCKWELL    AND    ROLLINS,  PRINTERS. 
122  Washington  Street. 
1866. 


REPORT  OP  THE  SELECTMEN. 


The  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  West  Bridgewater  submit  the  fol- 
lowing Report,  showing  the  receipts,  expenditures,  and  financial 
condition  of  said  town  for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1866. 

"We  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Town  Treasurer,  and  find 
that  there  has  been  received  into  the  Treasury  the  following 
sums,  viz  ; — ■ 


Balance  in  the  hands  of  Treasurer  March  1,  1865  . 

$4,498 

02 

Received  on  tax  bills  of  1865,  State,  County,  and 

Town  * 

15,925 

57 

School  District  tax  bills  for  District  No.  6 

210 

05 

From  Massachusetts  School  Fund 

98 

40 

Of  individuals  for  Union  School  District 

2 

15 

From  the  State  for  aid  furnished  to  families 

of  Volunteers  in  1864 

3,470 

50 

From  the  State  taxes  on  corporation  stocks 

1,172 

79 

From  George  D.  Ryder  '  . 

100 

00 

From  the  town  of  Dover  for  supplies  to 

paupers  . 

44 

00 

From  the  State  balance  of  recruiting  fund 

300 

00 

For  beef  sold  from  Town  Farm 

142 

00 

For  lumber  sold  from  Town  Farm 

111 

12 

For  labor  from  Town  Farm 

3 

33 

Money  borrowed 

4,  836 

85 

$30,914 

78 

We  find  the  Treasurer  has  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  the  follow- 
ing sums,  viz  :  — 

Paying  County  Tax  .  .  *  «.        $961  06 

State  Tax  .  .  .  .  4,794  00 

Bounties  to  soldiers  .  .  .  250  00 

Aid  to  families  of  soldiers  in  the  army    .  1,168  71 


Amount  carried  forward, ' 


$7,173  77 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $7,173  77 

Paying  Notes  against  the  town,  and  interest           .  9,299  61 

For  the  support  of  schools         .          »  1,557  57 
For  books  and  maps  for  schools  furnished  by 

Committee            .          .          .          .  92  85 
For  repairing  highways  and  bridges       .  1,087  51 
Towards  building  new  roads            »          .  13  00 
For  use  of  Town  Hall     ...  40  00 
For  printing  Town  Reports,  blanks,  &c.      .  91  00 
For  support  of  poor  in  the  Almshouse    .  872  11 
"       "         "        out  of  the  house          .  61  50 
"       "      of  paupers  belonging  to  other 
towns           ...             .  26  00 
For  School  District  tax,  District  No.  1        .  90  15 
"       "         "        "          "     No.  6,  in  part  150  00 
Abatements  of  taxes  for  1864  and  1865  .  76  05 
Reimbursements  of  bounties  paid  by  individ- 
uals         .....  4,950  00 
For  gravel          .          .          .          .  15  75 
General  Order  to  town  officers,  &c.           .  330  23  * 
Six  per  cent,  discount  on  taxes  for  1865  955  53 
"       "            "        "  School  District  tax 
for  District  No.  6        .          . .         .  12  60 
Building  two  road  scrapers   .          .          .  25  85 
Repairing  Hearse-house  .          .          .  29  00 
Building  railing  on  roads      .          .          .  31  91 
Other  small  items           .          .          .  10  91 


$26,992  90 

LIABILITIES  OF  THE  TOWN. 

Due  individuals  as  reimbursement  under  vote  May 

29,  1865     .          .          .          .          .          .  $50  00 

Outstanding  notes,  with  interest  .          .          .  8,303  00 
Due  the  several  School  Districts,  of  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  support  of  schools      .          .          .  1,063  73 
Due  Highway  Districts     .          ...          .  314  64 

On  School  District  tax  for  District  No.  6         .  47  52 

Two  other  bills        .          .          .          .  12  11 


$9,791  00 


ASSETS. 


Balance  in  the  Treasury  .... 
Dae  from  the  State  for  aid  to  families  in  1865 

From  the  town  of  Dover,  for  supplies  to  paupers 

On  A.  Copeland's  note  . 

For  lumber  sold  .... 

Other  small  bills  .... 


Balance  against  the  town 


$3,921  88 
1,626  82 
32  00 
89  34 
89  56 
32  32 

$5,791  92 
3,999  08 

$9,791  00 


The  town  voted  to  raise  the  sum  of  $1,700  for  the  support  of 
schools. 

The  sum  of  $1,776  40  was  divided  among  the  School  Districts 
as  follows,  viz  :  — 


District  No.  1,  with  101  persons  between  5  and  15  years, 


2, 

6, 
7, 
8, 


37 
32 
38 
47 
28 
97 
37 


$365  75 
183  99 
169  79 
186  83 
212  39 
119  27 
354  39 
183  99 

$1,776  40 


Each  School  District  account  with  the  Town  Treasury  now 
stands  as  follows,  viz  :  — 

District  No.  1. 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1865        .  .         $000  00 

Appropriation  of  1864     ....  365  75 

Amount        .          .          .          .          .  .         $365  75 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury           .          .          .  353  77 

"Balance  due  the  District,  March  1,  1866       .  .          $11  98 


♦ 
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District  No.  2. 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1865             .  $88  70 

Appropriation  of  1865          ....  183  99 

Amount    ......  $272  69 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury     .          .          .  .          183  75 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1866            .  $88  94 

District  No.  3. 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1865        .  .          $64  10 

Appropriation  of  1865     .          .          .          .  169  79 

Amount        ......  $233  89 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury           .          .          .  85  28 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1866       .  .         $148  61 

District  No.  4. 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1865             .  $89  55 

Appropriation  of  1865         .          .          .  .  9342 

Amount    ......  $182  97 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury     .          .          .  »            88  00 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1866             .  .  $94  97 
District  No.  5. 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1865        .  .          $94  36 

Appropriation  of  1865.          .          «          .  21239 

Amount            ......  $306  75 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury           .           .  234  71 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1866        .  .          $72  04 
District  Ng.  6. 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1865             .  $  38 

Appropriation  of  1865         .          .          .  .          119  27 

Amount  due  March  1,  1866         .          .          .  $119  65 
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District  No.  7. 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1865        .  .         $136  53 

Appropriation  for  1865    .          .          .          .  177  18 

Amount        ......  $313  71 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury           .          .          .  142  71 

Balance  due  the  District  March  -1,  1866       .  .  $17100 

District  No.  8. 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1865             .  $124  86 

Appropriation  of  1865         .          .          .  .          183  99 

Amount    ......  $308  85 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury      .          .          .  .            86  40 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1866             .  $222  45 

Union  District. 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1865       .  .        $247  45 

Appropriation  of  1865     .          .          .          .  $270  59 

Amount        ......  $518  04 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury           .          .          .  382  95 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1866      * .  .        $135  09 

For  Repairs  of  Highways. 
The  town  voted  the  sum  of  $1,000. 

Said  sum  was  divided  among  the  several  Districts  as  follows, 
viz :  — 

To  District  No.  1               .          .          .  $225  00 

2  .          .          .  .          120  00 

3  .          .          .          .  210  00 

4  .          .          .  .          115  00 

5  .          .          .  •  80  00 

6  .          .          .  .          135  00 

7  .          .          .          .  115  00 

$1,000  00 
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Each  District's  account  with  the  Treasury  now  stands  as  follows, 
viz  :  — 

District  No.  1.    Azel  Howard,  Surveyor. 


Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1865             .  $62  30 

Appropriation  of  1865         .          .          .  .          225  00 

Amount    .          ...          .          .          .  $287  30 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury     .          .          .  .          202  11 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1866             .  $85  19 

District  No.  2.    Benj.  Marshall,  Survey  or. - 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1865            .  $28  58 

Appropriation  for  1865         .          .          .  .          120  00 

Amount    .          .          .          .          .          .  $148  58 

Drawn  from  Treasury           .          .          .  .          107  40 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1866             .  $41  18 

District  No.  3.    George  Hayward,  Surveyor. 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1865            .  $56  10 

Appropriation  for  1865         .          .          #  .          210  00 

Amount    ......  $266  10 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury      .          .          .  .          211  41 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1866             .  $54  69 

District  No.  4.    Jona.  C.  Keith,  Surveyor. 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1865            .  $64  37 

Appropriation  of  1865         .          .          .  .          115  00 

Amount    ......  $179  37 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury     .          .          .  .          138  55 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1866             .  $40  82 

District  No.  5.    Ebenezer  Taylor,  Surveyor. 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1865             .  $114  80 

Appropriation  for  1865         .          .          .  .            80  00 

Amount    ......  $194  80 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury     .          .          .  .          152  03 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1866            .  #42  77 
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District  No.  6.    Daniel  B.  Taylor,  Surveyor. 


Balance  clue  the  District  March  1,  1865  .  $32  00 

Appropriation  of  1865         .  .  .  .  135  00 


Amount    ......  $167  00 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury      .  .  .  .  150  51 


Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1866  .  $16  49 

District  No.  7.    Lyman  Copeland,  Surveyor, 

Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1865  .  $44  00 

Appropriation  for  1865        .  .  .  .  115  00 


Amount    ......  $159  00 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury     .  .  .  .  125  50 


Balance  due  the  District  March  1,  1866             .  $33  50  ' 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  Thomas  Pratt,  for  Constable  service          .  $3  75 

George  M.  Pratt,  Treasurer      .          .          .  30  00 

Job  Bartlett,  for  service  with  Hearse        .  .        9  50 

Elihu  Leonard,       "       "       «         .          .  18  75 

Simeon  J.  Dunbar,  service  as  School  Committee  .       37  75 

Austin  Packard,  as  Town  Clerk,  &c.  .  .  .  15  85 
James  Howard,  as  Selectman,  Overseer  of  the 

Poor,  and  Assessor  .  .  .  121  45 
Caleb  Copeland,  Jr.,  as  Selectman,  Overseer  of 

the  Poor,  and  Assessor  .  .  .  29  00 
Francis  E.  Howard,  as  Selectman,  Overseer  of 

the  Poor,  and  Assessor  .          .          .  32  50 

John  W.  Colwell,  for  tolling  Bell,  &c.             .  7  00 

Caleb  Howard      "       "       "  2  50 

James  Copeland,  as  Road  Committee   .          .  16  50 

George  D.  Ryder,  as  Auditor  of  Accounts  .         1  00 

George  H.  Perkins,       "       "       "  1  00 

Isaac  Howard,  as  Auditor,  and  other  service  .        3  68 


$330  23 


A 
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EXPENSES  AND  RECEIPTS  OF  THE  ALMSHOUSE, 

For  the  Year  ending  March  1,  1866. 
Amount  of  stock  at  the  Almshouse,  as  estimated,  viz  :  — 


5  tons  of  English  hay      .          .          .          .  $135  00 

2£  "   of  swale  hay   .          .          .          .  .            45  00 

3  "   of  meadow  hay     ....  45  00 

5  bushels  of  barley    .          .          .          .  .             5  00 

50    "      of  corn            ....  50  00 

40    "      of  potatoes           .          .          .  .           20  00 

1£    "      of  beans          .          .          .          .  3  00 

Flour,  eggs,  &c.        .          .          .          .  .             7  00 

200  lbs.  salt  pork           ....  40  00 

150   "     "  beef       .....  19  50 

100   "     "  ham            ....  20  00 

20     "    of  butter     .                    .          .  .             9  00 

50     "    of  lard   .....  11  00 

25     "    of  candles   .....  5  00 

Soap,  ashes,  &c.             ....  3  00 

2  oxen          .          .          .          .          .  .          180  00 

4  cows      ......  240  00 

2  swine         .          .          .          .          .  .           70  00 

5  hens      ......  5  00 

100  loads  of  manure            .          .          .  .          100  00 

Furniture  and  farm  tools  (see  Report  of  1864)   .  319  50 

1  pair  ox  wagon  wheels        .          .          .  .            28  00 

Bills  due  the  house  for  lumber  sold         .          .  96  16 

"   from  Martha  Tribon's  estate     .          .  .            89  34 

"      "    E.  Hancock     .....  16  32 

"   for  work  off  the  farm    .          .          .  .            14  82 

"   due  from  the  State  ....  18  00 

"   from  A.,Copeland         .          .          .  .            10  72 

"     "    Columbus  Alger         ...  6  00 


61,611  36 
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RECEIPTS  OF  THE  ALMSHOUSE. 

Received  for  1  cow 
•  2  oxen  .... 

pork 
calves 
pigs 

potatoes 
hay  . 

George  Poole,  for  board 
fowls 
•    eggs  . 
milk 

beef  .... 
board 

butter  .... 
lumber 

lumber  furnished  town 
Inventory,  March  1,  1866 


EXPENDITURES  OP  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  for  Warden's  services 

extra  labor  on  farm  and  lumbering 
blacksmithing  .... 
meat  and  fish 

saw  bill  ..... 
oxen  .... 
three  cows  .... 
swine  .... 
fertilizers  .... 
soap  .... 
Dr.  Swan's  bill  .... 
grain,  groceries,  clothing,  and  store  goods 
repairs  on  buildings 
stove  and  various  small  items 


$70  00 
167  00 

7  44 
24  00 
20  00 

3  00 
22  30 
10  00 

8  00 

7  07 

8  00 
17  68 

2  50 
12  82 
214  24 
15  00 
1,611  36 

$2,220  45 


$181  25 
57  65 
18  98 
83  50 
64  91 
142  50 
158  00 
23  40 

29  10 
8  07 

30  25 
389  37 

13  60 
20  61 


Amount  earned  forward, 


$1,221  19 
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Amount  brought  forward,  $1,221  19 

Paid  Interest  on  Almshouse  estate  as  heretofore  estimated     219  81 
Inventory  of  stock  on  hand  March  1,  1865  1,439  23 

Amount  of  expenditures  .  .  .      $2,880  23 

receipts  ....  2,220  45 

Balance  against  the  Almshouse  .  .         $659  78 

The  average  number  of  paupers  in  the  Almshouse  for  the  year 
ending  March  1,  1866,  was  3*  J.  The  average  cost  per  week,  above 
the  proceeds  of  the  farm,  was  about  $3  55. 

The  present  number  of  paupers  in  the  house  is  four. 

Your  Selectmen  further  report  that  the  guideboards  remain  as 
reported  last  year. 

LIQUOR  AGENCY— A.  Copeland,  Agent. 


Cash  Account. 
Dr. 

To  cash  on  hand  March  1,  1865  .  .  $38  75 

"     «   for  liquors  sold         .  .  .  .  831  92 

Cr.  $870  67 

By  cash  paid  for  liquors  .  .  .  $674  76 

"  paying  Agent's  salary     .  .  .  75  00 

"       "     license  ...  25  00 

u       it     for  repairs  e  m  m  1  05 

"  cash  on  hand  March  1,  1866  .  94  86 

"  $870  67 

Cr.    Stock  on  hand  March  1,  1866        .  $86  46 

"     cash    "     "        "      "    "  .  94  86 

"  $181  32 

Dr.    Stock  on  hand  March  1,  1865       .  $136  18 

"     cash    "     «        "     "    "  .  38  75 

174  93 

Gain  ....  $6  39 


JAMES  HOWARD, 
F.  E.  HOWARD, 
CALEB  COPELAND,  Jr., 

Selectmen  of  West  Bridgewater. 

March  1,  1866. 


13 


LIST  OF  JURORS 

Prepared  by  the  Selectmen  of  West  BHdgewater  for  the  year  18G6. 


Davis  Alger, 

Lucius  Hayward, 

Samuel  D.  Bartlett, 

Linus  E.  Hayward, 

James  Copeland, 

Simeon  C.  Keith, 

Pardon  Copeland, 

Henry  W.  Leach, 

George  Copeland, 

Bradford  Packard, 

Charles  E.  Churchill, 

Nahum  Packard, 

Barnabas  Dunbar, 

Shepherd  L.  Pratt, 

Lucius  Dunbar, 

George  D.  Ryder, 

Martin  Dunbar, 

Lewis  Ryder, 

Perez  P.  Field, 

Thomas  P.  Ripley, 

Josiah  Q.  Hartwell, 

Ephraim  T.  Snell, 

Amasa  Howard, 

Ebenezer  Taylor, 

Isaac  Howard, 

Daniel  B.  Taylor, 

Azel  Howard, 

Erland  Thayer, 

John  B.  Holmes, 

Calvin  Williams. 

TOWN  MEETING. 

The  following  Articles  will  be  acted  upon  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting 
on  the  19th  inst.,  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.  :  — 

1.  To  choose  a  Moderator  for  said  meeting. 

2.  To  hear  the  Annual  Reports,  and  act  thereon. 

3.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

4.  To  act  on  the  list  of  jurors  reported  by  the  Selectmen. 

5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  abolish  the  School  districts  therein. 

6.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to  defray  town 
expenses  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  discharge  the  town  debt,  and  make 
appropriation  of  the  same. 

7.  To  determine  the  manner  of  repairing  the  highways: 

8.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in  regard  to  roads  which  have 
been  laid  out  within  the  limits  thereof. 

9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Prudential  Committees  for  the 
several  school  districts  therein,  to  contract  with  teachers  therefor. 

10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  direct  the  School  Committee  to  appoint  a 
Superintendent  of  the  pnblic  schools  therein. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  CLERK. 


MARRIAGES 


Recorded  in  West  Bridgewater  in  the  Year  1865. 


NO. 

DATE. 

NAMES  OF  THE  PARTIES. 

1 

Feb. 

18 

Francis  M.  Dunbar  and  Lydia  D.  Miller. 

2 

26 

Edmund  Perkins  and  Ellen  Shuman. 

3 

March  29 

George  W.  French  and  Lusania  Holmes. 

4 

30 

Michael  Logue  and  Abbie  A.  Leach. 

5 

May- 

14 

Charles  Atwell  and  Lizzie  D.  Folsom. 

6 

June 

1 

Charies  A.  Keith  and  Hannah  Copeland. 

7 

ti 

1 

William  B.  Kingman  and  Georgiana  S.  Jackson. 

8 

July 

1 

Eugene  A.  Lincoln  and  Clara  A.  Bell. 

9 

Dec. 

7 

Caleb  T.  Keene  and  Emeline  Fuller. 

10 

tt 

18 

John  Kane  and  Lucinda  F.  Alger. 

11 

it 

31 

William  F.  Sprague  and  Henrietta  E.  Leach. 

12 

it 

31 

Isaac  Beals  and  Marcia  A.  Packard. 

13 

it 

31 

Joseph  E.  Ryder  and  Julia  Billings. 

Notice  of  the  intentions  of  marriage  between  the  following  parties 
has  been  recorded,  but  no  certificate  of  their  marriages  has  been 
returned  to  this  town. 


NO. 

DATE. 

NAMES  OF  THE  PARTD3S. 

1 

Jan.  28 

George  A.  Edson  and  Margaret  A.  Bailey. 

2 

March  25 

George  T.  Holmes  and  Emily  F.  Leach. 

3 

Aug.  11 

James  E.  White  and  Henrietta  Howard. 

4 

Sept.  25 

George  Churchill  and  Hattie  A.  Hayward. 

5 

Dec.  5 

John  E.  Colwell  and  Abbie  F.  Allyn. 

15 


DEATHS 

Recorded  in  West  Bridgewater  during  the  Year  1865. 


NO. 

DATE. 

NAME. 

AGE. 

DISEASE. 

1 

Jan. 

24 

Henry  Peckham,  .      .  . 

59 

M. 

7 

i). 
0 

Diabetes. 

2 

Feb. 

19 

Polly  Lothrop, 

75 

0 

19 

Cancer. 

3 

Mar. 

13 

Ambrose  Leach,  . 

73 

10 

s 

Lung  Fever. 

4 

24 

Robert  Madden, 

0 

02h's 

Debility. 

5 

<< 

27 

Betsey  J.  Holmes,        .  . 

39 

1 

11 

Consumption. 

6 

<< 

29 

Abby  F.  Dunbar,  Jr.,  . 

2 

2 

12 

Croup. 

7 

30 

Horace  Isaacs, 

81 

11 

Influenza. 

8 

May 

3 

Polly  Copeland,     .      .  . 
Azel  H.  Copeland, 

66 

5 

3 

Erysipelas. 

9 

13 

69 

6 

12 

10 

23 

George  C.  Leonard, 

5 

6 

6 

Congestion  of  Brain. 

11 

July 

13 

Katie  M.  Jennings, 

16 

9 

5 

Pericarditis. 

12 

16 

Michael  Lynch, 

3 

6 

0 

Dropsy  of  Brain. 

13 

22 

John  W.  Howard, 

28 

10 

5 

Typhoid  Fever. 

14 

(< 

23 

Sarah  S.  Bacon,    .      .  , 

0 

0 

7 

Dysentery. 

15 

Aug. 

8 

Mark  W.  Dunbar,  . 

27 

9 

0 

Heart  Disease. 

16 

11 

Freeman  Pope, 

87 

0 

0 

Old  Age. 

17 

15 

Jeremiah  Kelleher, 

57 

3 

3 

Railroad  Accident. 

18 

18 

Betsey  S.  Hancock, 
Catherine  M.  Whalen,  . 

0 

3 

0 

Cholera  Infantum. 

19 

31 

8 

1 

0 

Dropsy. 

20 

Oct. 

£ 

Ellen  Buttomer,  . 

35 

0 

0 

Consumption. 

21 

Mary  Fay,  ... 

80 

0 

0 

Diarrhoea. 

22 

<< 

21 

William  Shields,  . 
Lucretia  Winship, 

52 

10 

17 

Dyspepsy. 

23 

24 

46 

8 

24 

Consumption. 

24 

(< 

26 

Emma  F.  Shipman,      .  . 

14 

3 

10 

25 
26 

Nov. 

3 
9 

Rachel  K.  Brett,  . 
Sylvia  Howard,     .  . 

69 
71 

0 
9 

20 
0 

Lung  Fever. 
Heart  disease. 

27 

K 

9 

Sarah  J.  Howard,  ,  . 

27 

3 

18 

Typhoid  Fever. 

28 

u 

21 

Eugene  Gerry, 

14 

6 

27 

29 

Dec. 

15 

Mary  Kelleher,  . 

48 

5 

0 

Diabetes. 

The  number  of  Births  recorded  in  this  town,  in  the  year  1865, 
is  thirty-three. 

AUSTIN  PACKARD,  Town  Clerk. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


For  the  school  year  commencing  March,  1865,  the  School  Com- 
mittee were  Adoniram  J.  Dunbar  for  one  year>  Simeon  J.  Dunbar 
for  two  years,  and  Francis  E<  Howard  for  three  years. 

They  organized  at  their  first  meeting,  March  20,  at  the  Town 
Hall,  by  choosing  Francis  E.  Howard,  Chairman,  and  Simeon  J. 
Dunbar,  Secretary.  And  by  authority  conferred  upon  them,  by 
vote  of  the  town,  to  choose  a  Superintendent,  if  they  deemed  it 
expedient,  they  re-elected  Simeon  J.  Dunbar  Superintendent  of  the 
public  schools  in  town,  for  the  present  school  year.  Accepting 
this  office,  I  have  performed  all  the  duties  incumbent  upon  me, 
under  the  direct  control  of  the  Committee  —  in  the  present  school 
year,  as  I  did  in  the  last  —  to  the  extent  of  my  knowledge  and 
the  best  of  my  ability. .  My  duty  now  calls  me  the  second  time,  at 
the  close  of  the  school  year,  to  prepare  a  report  for  the  Committee, 
giving  a  "condition  of  the  several  schools,"  and  making  "such 
statements  and  suggestions  in  relation  to  the  schools  "  as  the  Com- 
mittee think  will  best  promote  their  welfare.  And  I  respectfully 
invite  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  of  West  Bridgewater  to  their 
School  Report. 

DISTRICT  No.  1. 
Prudential  Committee  —  Mr.  Edward  Tisdale. 

GRAMMAR  DEPARTMENT. 
Summer  and  Winter  Term.    Teacher — Miss  Adelaide  D.  Pacl- 
elford,  of  Bridgewater. 

The  employment  of  teachers  in  this  district  was  thrown  into  the 
hands  of  the  School  Committee.  For  this  department  they  em- 
ployed Miss  Padelford,  who  was  an  entire  stranger  to  us,  yet  came 
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well  recommended.  The  attendance  both  summer  and  winter  was 
ordinary,  about  as  the  schools  averaged.  There  was  quite  a  differ- 
ence in  numbers,  in  this  school,  between  the  girls  and  boj^s  ;  in  the 
summer  there  were  nearly  three  times  as  many  girls  as  boys,  and 
in  winter  twice  as  many.  In  summer,  the  discipline  of  the  school 
was  very  good.  The  teacher  seemed  to  exert  a  positive  influence 
on  the  minds  of  the  pupils,  and  their  habits  and  movements,  in  the 
school-room.  Eve^thing  seemed  to  be  done  with  a  quiet,  prompt, 
and  obedient  disposition.  There  was  one  feature,  in  going  in  and 
out  at  the  beginning  and  close  of  school  hours  and  passing  to  and 
from  recitations,  which  added  much  to  the  good  character  and 
well-being  of  the  school.  The  proficiency  and  progress  of  the 
school  corresponded  very  well  with  the  deportment.  At  the  sum- 
mer examination  the  Committee  were  well  pleased,  as  a  whole, 
with  the  result  of  the  school,  and  a  like  approval  was  manifested 
by  parents  of  the  district  who  were  present.  Many  of  the  parents 
expressed  a  wish  to  the  Committee  that  the  same  teacher  might 
be  employed  for  the  winter.  This  was  an  unusual  course,  to  employ 
a  female  in  winter  ;  but  the  Committee,  after  fairly  considering  the 
circumstances,  —  the  probability  of  not  many  large  or  unruly 
scholars,  the  pecuniary  condition  of  the  district,  the  wish  of  the 
district,  and  the  teacher's  ability,  —  decided  to  employ  Miss  Padel- 
ford  to  teach  the  winter  term.  The  size  of  the  school  and  number 
of  classes  were  much  increased,  by  the  attendance  of  larger  scholars. 
The  deportment  had  generally  the  same  characteristics  that  it  had 
in  the  previous  term,  yet  was  not  quite  so  good.  This  was  not 
owing  to  any  lack  of  interest  or  effort  on  the  part  of  the  teacher. 
But  there  seemed  to  be  some  kind  of  an  influence  among  the  large 
scholars,  not  seen  to  so  great  an  extent  the  previous  term,  that  had 
a  tendency  to  injure  the  good  character  of  the  school.  In  spite  of 
this  influence,  the  teacher  deserves  credit  for  laboring  earnestly 
and  faithfully  in  the  discharge  of  her  duties  ;  although  there  were 
some  very  unpleasant  and  opposing  circumstances,  the  school  met 
with  fair  success  in  the  progress  of  different  studies  pursued. 

PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 
Summer  and  Winter  Term.    Teacher — Miss  Kate  H.  Brett,  of 
South  Easton. 

Attendance  both  terms  was  fair ;  about  the  same  as  the  Gram- 
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mar  Department,  a  little  better  in  winter  than  in  summer.  This 
is  the  only  Primary  school  in  town  ;  therefore,  I  cannot  give  a 
comparative  statement  of  the  deportment  and  proficiency.  There 
was  one  very  striking  and  favorable  feature  that  was  always  noticed 
in  the  school,  which  conduced  much  to  its  prosperity ;  this  was  a 
mutual  love  and  respect  between  scholars  and  teacher,  and,  gener- 
ally, a  pleasant  and  willing  disposition.  With  these  circumstances, 
discipline  was  secured  by  very  pleasant  and  moderate  means, 
although  not  so  strict  as  some  teachers  would  exact,  yet  sufficient 
for  the  successful  management  of  the  school.  The  methods  of 
teaching,  and  improvement  among  the  scholars  generally,  gave 
good  satisfaction.  Miss  Brett  was  employed  both  terms  by  the 
Committee. 

DISTRICT  Xo.  2. 

Prudential  Committee — Mr.  Lewis  G.  Howard. 

Summer  Term.    Teacher — Miss  Maiy  A.  Foster. 

Attendance  was  ordinary.  This  school  had  the  advantage  of 
having  a  teacher  who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  various  disposi- 
tions, capacities,  and  attainments  of  the  pupils,  and  who  had  been 
ver}'  successful  in  teaching  the  school  the  two  previous  terms  ;  and 
what  was  said  then  of  the  school  would  be  appropriate  now.  The 
school  was  short,  —  only  ten  weeks  long.  The  Superintendent 
made  only  two  visits  in  the  school,  and,  owing  to  a  misunderstand- 
ing about  the  day  of  examination,  was  not  present.  But,  judging 
from  these  two  visits,  we  think  that  the  discipline,  the  methods  of 
instruction,  the  promptness  in  recitation,  and  thorough  progress  in 
studies,  were  among  the  best  in  town. 

Winter  Term.    Teacher — Mr.  Charles  H.  Dunbar,  of  this  town. 

The  attendance  was  very  good,  the  best  in  town,  the  average 
being  only  two  less  than  the  whole  number.  This  at  once  speaks 
well  for  the  school,  and  must  of  necessity  have  been  a  great  help 
to  it.  This  was  Mr.  Dunbar's  first  term  of  teaching,  and  conse- 
quently he  could  not  bring  with  him  any  established  system  of 
government,  or  studied  methods  of  teaching.  He  commenced, 
apparently,  with  the  idea  —  and  the  right  one,  too  —  that  he  had 
taken  the  duty  upon  him  to  teach  the  school,  and  would  perform 
that  duty  as  he  thought  would  best  promote  the  school's  improve- 
ment.   His  influence  upon  the  discipline  of  the  school  was  decided 
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and  was  met  by  a  willingness  of  the  scholars  to  obey.  The  deport- 
ment generally  would  be  called  quite  good.  There  was  manifested 
a,  good  degree  of  interest  and  industry  by  the  scholars  in  their 
studies,  and  an  earnestness  and  promptness  in  the  teacher's  work. 
At  the  examination,  another  member  of  the  Committee  was  present 
with  the  Superintendent,  and  they  were  well  pleased  with  the  suc- 
cess and  condition  of  the  school. 

DISTRICT  No.  3. 

Prudential  Committee  —  Mr.  Davis  Copeland. 

Summer  Term.    Teacher — Mrs.  Lucy  C.  Sloan. 

The  attendance  was  not  very  good  ;  the  per  cent,  was  the  lowest  in 
town.  Mrs.  Sloan  taught  this  school  the  previous  term,  and  met 
with  very  good  success.  She  had  gained  the  good-will  of  the 
scholars  and  co-operation  of  the  district,  and  was  a  thorough  and 
experienced  teacher  ;  with  these  influences,  we  looked  for  what  we 
had,  a  profitable  school.  The  teacher  was  mild  in  her  discipline, 
and  secured  good  deportment ;  thorough  in  her  instruction,  and 
secured  positive  and  practical  information.  This  school  -is  small, 
and  its  last  two  teachers  have  been  very  thorough  ;  and  the  school 
exhibits  their  influence  by  many  well  disciplined  minds.  Thor- 
oughness, and  logical  and  well  understood  explanations,  were 
excellent  characteristics  of  this  school. 

Winter  Term.    Teacher — Miss  Carrie  Howard,  of  this  town. 

Attendance  was  very  good  ;  ranked  third  in  town.  The  teacher 
was  decided  and  positive  in  her  demands,  and  secured  the  respect 
and  obedience  of  the  scholars,  and  good  general  deportment.  In 
point  of  quietness,  it  did  not  rank  so  high  as  some,  in  proportion  to 
its  size,  but  there  was  nothing  which  materially  injured  or  inter- 
rupted a  successful  prosecution  of  the  teacher's  plans.  Miss 
Howard's  method  of  teaching  was  well  adapted  to  the  scholar's 
mind,  and  thorough.  The  recitations  were  prompt,  course  of  study 
thorough,  and  explanations  plain.  The  first  class  in  this  school, 
for  the  last  two  years,  —  consisting,  at  different  times,  of  from  two 
to  five  scholars,  —  has  been  generally  as  good  a  class  as  could  be 
found  in  town.  I  speak  of  this  class  as  a  whole  in  all  their  studies, 
for  there  are  a  very  few  scholars  in  the  different  schools  who  may 
be  as  good  in  mathematics  ;  but  in  grammar  they  excel ;  no  class 
in  town  is  near  as  well  acquainted  with  this  subject  as  they  are.  I 
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remember  a  few  terms  ago,  when  this  class  was  m  etymology ;  they 
took  it  up  topically,  and  learned  it  thoroughly ;  and  if  a  question 
was  asked,  on  the  verb  for  instance,  they  would  tell  what  it  wasy 
its  different  kinds  and  uses,  mention  all  its  properties,  and  name, 
define,  and  give  examples  of  each,— -in  fact,  they  had  the  subject 
in  mind,  and  not  the  book.  I  have  often  questioned  this  class  in 
parsing  and  analysis,  and  referred  back  to  etymology  ;  and  it  was 
generally  difficult  to  fincl  questions  that  they  were  not  prepared  to 
answer  correctly.  Some  classes  of  other  schools,  in  syntax,  will 
look  with  surprise  if  you  ask  them  a  question  in  etymology,  and 
seem  to  say,  in  their  countenances,  "We  don't  study  etymology,, 
we  study  syntax,  and  you  have  no  right  to  ask  that  question."  It 
is  very  evident  that  etymology  ought  to  be  learned  before  we  study 
syntax  with  success.  Boards  must  be  sawed  before  you  can  put 
them  together  and  make  boxes.  This  school  is  to  be  prolonged 
four  weeks,  by  general  subscription. 

DISTRICT  No.  4. 

Prudential  Committee — Mr.  Isaac  Howard. 

Summer  Term.    Teacher  —  Miss  Alice  Richards. 

The  attendance  was  about  an  average  in  town.  This  was  Miss 
Richards's  first  term  in  a  mixed  or  partial  grammar  school  of  this 
kind,  but  she  brought  with  her  some  experience  of  teaching  in 
primary  schools.  In  deportment,  this  school  had  the  advantage  of 
few  scholars  (thirty-two),  whose  influence  was  favorable  to  the 
prosperity,  and  of  having  a  teacher  who  created  a  true  affection, 
mutually,  between  herself  and  pupils,  and  whose  manner  of  gov- 
erning was  simple,  pleasant,  and  firm,  and  such  as  secured  good 
order,  respect,  and  obedience  in  the  schooL  No  harsh  measures 
were  used,  and  no  case  of  corporal  punishment  occurred  during  the 
term.  But  we  do  not  expect  that  good  discipline  can  always  be 
secured  by  every  teacher  and  in  every  school  in  this  way.  I 
stated  before  the  school  that  they  ought  to  be  better  in  deport- 
ment, owing  to  their  circumstances,  than  any  school  in  town  ;  and 
I  state  now  that  there  was  no  school  in  town  in  which  there  existed 
better,  if  as  good,  deportment,  or  a  more  perfect  harmony  between 
the  authority  of  the  teacher  and  obedience  of  the  scholars.  In  the 
daily  work  of  the  school  there  was  industry  among  the  scholars 
and  an  enthusiasm  and  aptness  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  which 
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secured  thorough  progress  in  the  studies  taught.  Thoroughness 
was  a  good  feature  of  the  school.  Among  some  of  the  larger  pupils 
of  this  school  there  seemed  to  be  an  apparent  lack  or  neglect  of 
the  cultivation  of  that  energy,  effort,  self-reliance,  and  will,  which 
is  required  to  break  down  and  press  through  obstacles  and  accom- 
plish difficulties  which  so  frequently  embarrass  the  student's  mind. 
The  examination  evinced  one  very  good  feature,  —  the  improve- 
ment among  the  smaller  ones,  especially  in  reading  and  spelling, — 
which  was  not  surpassed  by  any  school  in  town. 

DISTRICT  No.  5. 

Prudential  Committee  —  Mr.  Erland  Thayer. 

Summer  Term.    Teacher — Miss  Mary  A.  Thayer,  of  this  town. 

The  attendance  was  interrupted  very  much  by  the  ill  health  of 
the  teacher  and  considerable  sickness  among  the  scholars ;  in 
consequence  of  this  the  school  was  discontinued  at  different  times, 
until  the  health  of  all  was  more  propitious  to  its  welfare.  The 
attendance,  as  a  whole,  was  quite  fair.  The  order  and  general 
deportment  were  of  the  best  kind,  and  the  proficiency  and  aptitude 
and  thoroughness  of  instruction  corresponded  in  a  like  degree. 
One  of  the  teacher's  plans  for  securing  good  discipline  and  perfect 
recitations  was,  by-using  merits  for  the  small  ones,  and  a  marking 
system  upon  cards  for  the  larger  ones,  thereby  giving  all  deserving 
scholars  rewards  for  their  efforts,  and  discrediting  all  idle  and 
negligent  ones  ;  in  this  way,  the  object  sought  for  was  generally 
obtained.  Of  the  different  degrees  of  ages,  dispositions,  and 
capacities  found  in  this  school,  Miss  Thayer's  good  scholarship 
and  skilful  tact,  as  a  disciplinarian  and  teacher,  proved  herself 
equally  and  well  adapted  to  supply  the  wants  of  all.  Her  motives 
seemed  to  be  stamped  upon  the  minds  of  her  scholars. 

There  is  one  very  pleasant  and  important  feature  of  this  school 
which  I  cannot  forbear  to  speak  of,  —  that  is,  a  general  sense  of 
right  and  wrong,  and  a  disposition  to  follow  the  right.  This  not 
only  impresses  the  mind  of  teacher  and  visitor  as  very  favorable 
to  the  school,  but  they  can  see  farther  back  and  up  higher  the 
parents  and  families  whose  influence,  rightly  used,  is  of  vital 
importance,  and  the  essence  of  any  school.  The  examination 
confirmed  the  truth  of  what  has  already  been  stated — that  the 
school  was  a  good  one. 
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Winter  Term.    Teacher — Mr.  Simeon  J.  Dunbar. 

Attendance  was  about  as  the  schools  average.  Some  of  the 
scholars  did  not  attend  until  the  fourth  week,  and  there  was  some 
sickness  in  two  families.  This  lowered  considerably  the  per  cent, 
of  attendance.  In  this  school,  owing  to  circumstances  of  the  case, 
I  was  both  teacher  and  Superintending  Committee.  As  the  duty 
of  reporting  this  school,  which  I  would  gladly  relinquish,  devolves 
upon  me,  I  will,  conscientiously  and  plainly,  make  a  few  remarks 
upon  its  condition.  The  general  deportment  and  proficiency  were 
ordinary  ;  the  teacher  labored  to  the  best  of  his  ability  in  taking 
such  measures  in  teaching  such  a  way  and  in  presenting  such 
motives  before  the  scholars  as  he  thought  would  best  promote  their 
practical,  social,  intellectual,  and  moral  condition.  A  few  of  the 
most  advanced  scholars  of  this  school  have  a  great  tendency  and 
habit  of  committing  to  memory  many  statements  and  rules,  and 
assuming  and  using  these  facts  in  explanation,  as  understood 
and  as  the  results  which  should  be  produced  by  their  own  reason- 
ing. These  scholars  are  not  to  be  discouraged  because  they  commit 
to  memory,  for  this  is  essential  in  many  cases,  and  they  do  it  very 
well  indeed,  and  secure  to  themselves  much  positive  and  useful 
knowledge,  which  can  be  obtained  in  no  other  way.  But  in  some 
studies  to  a  certain  degree,  especially  in  order  to  secure  a  thor- 
ough and  practical  understanding  of  the  subject,  not  solely  the 
memory,  but  the  logical  power  of  tlie  mind,  must  be  made  to  act ; 
and  from  certain  facts  and  relations  given,  new  results  must  be 
found  by  the  common  sense  and  practical  reasoning  of  each 
scholar's  mind.  I  speak  of  this,  because  I  have  had  a  favorable 
opportunity  of  seeing  its  workings,  and  not  disparagingly  at  all, 
but  respectfully  and  suggestively.  The  error  is  not  in  using  the 
faculty  of  memory,  but  in  giving  undue  prominence  of  attention  to 
the  use  of  that  faculty,  when  instead,  or  at  least  to  an  equal 
extent,  the  faculty  of  reason  should  be  exercised.  Reason  is  the 
main  guide  to  the  judgment,  and  the  most,  and  sometimes  the  only, 
reliable  source  from  which  to  determine  our  duty  in  most  of  our 
practical,  and  even  moral,  questions.  The  same  principle  which 
I  bad  noticed  the  three  past  terms  also  characterized  the  school 
this  term,  —  that  general  sense  of  character  which  was  manifested 
among  many  of  the  scholars,  that  seemed  to  fill  the  atmosphere 
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with  a  good  influence,  and  informed  every  motive  of  the  teacher 
that  he  was  to  "lead"  and  not  "drive  the  flock."  But  we  cannot 
refrain  from  alluding  to  the  fact,  that  this  good  influence  was 
somewhat  degraded  by  another  opposing  influence  ;  but  this  was 
materially  checked  by  the  teacher  as  soon  as  he  observed  its 
source  and  tendency,  and  saw  that  "leading"  had  ceased  to  be  a 
virtue,  and  that  "driving "was  an  absolute,  and  even  a  moral,  duty, 
whenever  and  wherever  required.  We  were  not  really  disappointed 
at  the  existence  of  this  influence  in  school,  but  we  all  express  our 
sad  regret  at  the  source  from  which  it  came,  and  at  the  effect  which 
it  had.  This  is  the  largest  mixed  school  in  town,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  No.  7,  and,  the  number  of  classes  being  so  large,  the  older 
scholars  were  unemployed,  to  some  extent  in  both  terms,  in  hearing 
the  recitations  of  lower  classes. 

DISTRICT  No.  6. 

This  district  unites  with  No.  3  of  East  Briclgewater.  This  year 
it  is  in  the  care  of  East  Bridgewater  Committee. 

Prudential  Committee — Mr.  James  S.  Allen,  of  East  Bridge- 
water. 

Teacher  for  the  year — Miss  Mary  K.  Alclen,  of  Bridgewater, 
Principal.    Miss  Jennie  Allen,  of  East  Bridgewater,  Assistant. 

DISTRICT  No.  7. 

Prudential  Committee— -Mr ■.  Azel  Howard. 

Spring  and  Fall  Terms.    Teacher — Miss  Lois  A.  Fuller. 

This  school,  as  a  whole,  is  called  a  summer  school,  but  being  so 
long,  is  divided  into  two  terms.  Attendance  both  terms  was  about 
an  average  in  town,  but  the  per  cent,  of  the  spring  term  was  the 
largest  among  the  summer  schools.  Considering  the  mixture  of  the 
school,  the  distance,  and  number  of  scholars  (seventy-three),  the 
effort  on  attendance  was  goofl.  This  school  was  under  the  care  of 
a  very  experienced  teacher  the  previous  term,  whose  influence 
made  it  one  of  the  best  schools  in  town,  and  it  was  hardly  expected 
that  Miss  Fuller,  who  had  had  no  experience  in  a  school  of  this 
size,  would  produce  the  same  results.  The  material  of  this  school 
is  as  well  adapted  for  good  scholarship  as  any  school  in  town  ;  and 
the  deportment  of  scholars,  and  influences  which  aid  in  govern- 
ment, are  generally  favorable ;  with  these  circumstances,  and  the 
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very  earnest  and  well  adapted  labors  of  the  teacher,  and  her  daily 
exemplified  character,  she  secured  the  industry  and  confidence  of 
the  scholars,  gained  their  obedience  and  respect,  and  produced 
good  improvement.  The  school,  at  all  the  visits  of  the  Superin- 
tendent, presented  a  good  general  appearance  ;  although  not  so 
still  as  we  had  seen  it  the  previous  term,  jet  the  order  was  gener- 
ally good.  At  the  examination  the  Committee  were  well  pleased 
with  the  success  of  the  school.  It  being  so  large,  older  scholars 
were  used  in  hearing  small  ones.  This  school  is  too  large  for  one 
teacher.  The  condition  of  the  school-house  is  very  incommodious, 
and  only  unwise  economy  will  use  such  a  building.  We  congratu- 
late the  district  on  the  success  of  their  school  for  the  past  two 
years. 

DISTRICT  No.  8. 
Prudential  Committee  —  Mr.  Jonathan  C.  Keith. 
Summer  Term.    Teacher — Miss  D.  S.  Thayer,  of  North  Bridge- 
water. 

The  attendance  was  very  good,  —  second  in  town.  The  deport- 
ment was  also  very  good.  The  teacher  had  a  very  commanding 
influence  over  the  discipline  of  the  school.  There  seemed  to  be  an 
entire  unanimity  of  action  between  scholars,  parents,  and  teachers, 
and  obedience  and  respect  were  always  found.  The  general  success 
of  the  school  gave  general  satisfaction  to  the  district ;  but  it  would 
have  satisfied  the  Superintendent  better  if  the  thoroughness  of 
instruction  and  the  real  improvement  had  better  corresponded  to 
the  deportment.  Some  might  call  the  teaching  old-fashioned,  but 
we  must  not  discredit  it  for  that ;  for,  judging  from  the  results 
about  us,  some  old-fashioned  teaching  has  been  as  good,  if  not 
better,  than  some  of  the  new.  But  that  kind  of  teaching,  old  or 
new,  which  goes  over  too  much  ground,  and  which  pushes  a  scholar 
along  instead  of  teaching  him  to  go  alone,  is  not  well  adapted  to 
secure  real  proficiency.  We  do  not  wish  to  be  misunderstood.  The 
teacher  was  earnest  and  faithful,  secured  good  attention,  industry, 
and  deportment,  and  gained  the  satisfaction  of  the  district.  But 
we  do  mean  to  say  that  something  else  besides  deportment  — 
though  this  should  come  first  —  is  needed  to  qualify  a  person's 
mind  for  the  paths  of  active  life. 
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Winter  Term.    Teacher  —  Miss  M.  C.  Pratt,  of  this  town. 

The  attendance  is  very  good,  second  in  the  winter  schools.  The 
deportment,  improvement,  and  success  corresponds  well  with  the 
attendance,  and  are  very  good.  Miss  Pratt  is  the  most  experi- 
enced teacher  we  have  in  town.  She  has  taught  in  town  and  about 
us  for  many  years.  And  as  I  said  last  year,  if  you  know  she 
teaches  a  school,  you  know  —  if  circumstances  are  not  greatly 
opposed  —  what  the  condition  and  success  of  the  school  will  be. 
This  teacher  possesses  a  remarkable  power  in  securing  discipline, 
attention,  and  improvement  of  the  scholars.  What  this  power  is 
we  will  not  attempt  to  describe,  —  for  we  do  not  know  how,  —  but 
its  influence  is  always  manifest,  and  is  always  doing  its  good  work. 

This  school  is  not  yet  closed  ;  but  is  doing  well,  and  giving  good 
satisfaction  to  the  Committee,  and  as  far  as  we  know  to  the 
district. 

UNION  SCHOOL. 

Prudential  Committee  —  Mr.  Isaac  Howard  of  District  No.  4, 
and  Mr.  Azel  Howard  of  District  No.  7. 

Teachers  — Mr.  George  F.  Hayward,  Principal ;  Miss  Lois  A. 
Fuller,  Assistant,  for  the  first  nine  weeks.  Miss  Lois  A*  Fuller, 
Principal  of  the  whole  school  for  the  last  six  weeks. 

This  school  takes  the  place  of  the  winter  schools  of  Districts 
Nos.  4  and  7. 

By  a  regulation  of  the  Union  District,  no  scholars  attend  under 
ten  years  of  age. 

The  attendance  was  a  little  below  the  general  average. 

The  general  characteristics  of  this  school  manifested  at  the  com- 
mencement were  unfavorable  to  its  success,  and  generally  the 
manner  in  which  a  school  commences  is  a  fair  iudex  to  the  success 
of  the  term. 

There  were  some  very  peculiar  and  greatly  modifying  circum- 
stances, which  may  not  be  well  for  us  to  mention,  that  we 
apprehended  might  cause  an  unprofitable  management  of  the 
school. 

The  Committee  made  several  visits  to  the  school,  together  and 
individually,  and  consulted  several  times  among  themselves  and 
with  the  Principal,  about  the  condition  of  the  school.  And  in 
order  to  fulfil,  conscientiously,  what  they  called  their  duty,  they 
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acted  —  not  by  hearsay  —  but  from  honest  conviction,  and  by  theiY 
own  observation  and  judgment  ;  and  the  school  closed. 

The  Assistant's  labors  were  very  satisfactory.  Having  only  the 
care  of  the  recitation,  her  scholars  received  greater  advantages 
and  made  good  improvement. 

3Iiss  Fuller  was  employed  by  the  Prudential  Committee,  and 
approved  by  the  School  Committee,  to  take  charge  of  the  whole 
school,  and  finish  it  out. 

The  school  could  not  secure  the  advantage  under  one  teacher  that 
it  could  under  two  successfully  managed,  but  the  Assistant  previ- 
ously had  had  all  the  scholars  under  her  care  ;  she  had  gained  the 
respect  of  the  scholars  and  confidence  of  the  parents.  Under 
these  relations  she  proved  herself  competent  to  put  the  school  in 
a  more  favorable  condition,  and  brought  it  to  a  satisfactory  close. 

We  would  urge  upon  Districts  Xos.  4  and  Xo.  7  the  proposition 
which  was  proposed  in  the  last  two  school  reports.  Both  the  con- 
dition of  school-house  Xo.  7  and  the  location  of  Xo.  4  are  not 
what  they  should  be,  and  have  caused  some  consideration  for  a 
change  in  both  districts.  There  has  been  some  talk  lately  of 
putting  the  schools  together  at  the  Union,  Different  plans  have 
been  proposed,  —  one,  to  unite  them  in  one  school  and  have  an 
assistant,  and  another  to  have  the  building  prepared  for  two 
schools,  Primary  and  Grammar,  By  the  change  they  wish  to 
accomplish,  at  least,  these  objects,  —  to  avoid  the  use  of  school- 
house  No.  7  and  the  expense  of  repairing ;  to  avoid  separating 
the  classes  which  have  been  together  in  the  winter ;  to  have  the 
convenience  and  comfort  of  a  good  school-room ;  and  to  secure 
more  permanent  teachers.  We  think,  after  a  fair  consideration, 
the  plan  of  having  two  departments  will  appear  to  all  much  the 
best,  —  it  will  secure  all  the  advantages  of  a  graded  school. 

It  is  evident  there  will  be  a  change  in  these  two  districts  soon  ; 
and  without  making  any  poor,  temporary  change,  we  hope  the 
matter  will  be  fairly  considered,  and  some  permanent  and  good 
plan  decided  upon  by  the  two  districts  and  carried  into  effect. 

KEMARKS. 

In  giving  the  foregoing  statements  of  the  different  schools,  I 
have  endeavored  not  to  indulge  in  undue  praise  or  fault-finding. 
Looking  at  the  school  as  a  whole,  it  would  seem  unjust  and 
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insufficient  to  say  simply  that  the  attendance,  deportment,  and 
proficiency  were  poor,  ordinary,  or  good,  for  there  are  many  influ- 
ences which  greatly  modify  these  three  conditions  of  a  school. 
And  it  seems  to  me  that  a  "  detailed  report"  should  consider  these 
influences  in  all  expedient  cases,  and  state  their  true  relations  and 
tendencies  towards  the  success  of  the  school,  so  that  all  the  schools 
may  profit  by  the  observation  and  experience  of  eaeh. 

Three  Influences.  —  Of  influences,  the  three  following  have 
appeared  most  effective  against  the  deportment  of  the  schools ;  — 

First —  The  approval  of  any  scholar's  disobedience  and  disrespect 
to  the  rigMful  authority  of  the  teacher,  and  such  approval  mani- 
fested to  the  scholar  by  parents  or  others  outside  of  the  school.  If  a 
person  of  any  influence  thinks  there  is  anything  going  wrong,  it  is 
his  duty  at  once  to  go  and  see  the  teacher  or  Committee,  and  if  he 
has  a  good  motive  in  view  both  will  be  glad  to  listen  to  him  ;  but 
if  instead,  the  fault  is  talked  over  before  scholars,  and  the  teacher 
sees  it  first  through  their  dispositions,  it  has  a  very  bad  effect  upon 
the  schooL 

Second  — ■  Tlie  marring  and  destroying,  by  careless  and  sometimes 
wilful  scholars,  the  property  or  appurtenances  belonging  to  the  school. 
Such  a  habit  as  this,  not  only  has  a  bad  effect  upon  the  public 
property,  but  also  upon  the  character  of  youth,  —  it  impresses 
them  with  an  erroneous  idea  of  the  public  good,  and  subdues  all 
mutual  and  social  respect  for  the  welfare  of  the  whole. 

Third —  The  use  of  Tobacco,  In  relation  to  this  we  would  refer 
to  Gen.  Stat.  chap.  38,  sec.  10,  which  says  among  other  things, 
11  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  instructors  of  youth  to  exert  their  best 
endeavors  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  children  and  youth  committed 
to  their  care  and  instruction  the  principles  of  sobriety,  industry,  and 
frugality;  chastity,  moderation,  and  temperance;  and  those  other 
virtues  which  are  the  ornament  of  human  society."  By  this  provis- 
ion it  is  not  only  a  moral,  but  a  legal  duty  of  the  teacher  "  to 
exert  his  best  endeavors  "  to  prevent  the  use  of  tobacco,  unless  a 
boy  with  a  piece  of  tobacco  in  his  pocket  and  a  pipe  or  cigar  in 
his  mouth  is  an  "ornament  of  human  society."  The  use. of 
tobacco  about  a  school  is  dangerous  in  setting  fire  to  buildings, 
and  has  a  dangerous  and  immoral  tendency  upon  the  habits  and 
character  of  children.  A  boy  who  smokes  a  very  little  will  often 
be  led  to  chew  a  little,  and  as  his  liberty  increases,  and  as  he 
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wishes  to  be  more  "manly"  his  associates  will  often  lead  him  to 
drinking,  and  if  he  has  gone  thus  far  we  have  no  good  reason  to 
doubt  why  he  will  not  be  drawn  into  the  other  evil  which  often  goes 
with  them,  —  gambling ;  and  then,  when  we  have  the  influence  of 
these  and  other  evils  growing  out  of  them,  the  graver  portion  of 
community  will  say  "  that  is  no  ornament  to  society,"  at  the  same 
time  their  boys  a  dozen  years  old  are  standing  upon  the  threshold 
of  life  and  smoking  or  chewing  a  very  little. 

Employment  of  Teachers  in  No.  1. —  This  devolved  upon  the 
School  Committee  by  neglect  to  act  on  the  part  of  the  Prudential 
Committee,  owing  to  the  pecuniary  condition  of  the  District. 

According  to  the  present  plan  of  dividing  the  school  money 
there  was  no  money  due  District  No.  1  from  the  town  treasury 
until  the  first  of  January,  1866.  The  Committee  hired  the  teach- 
ers in  the  summer,  and  hired  the  money  and  paid  them,  and  for 
security  received  from  the  Selectmen  an  order  on  the  town  treas- 
ury, covering  the  amount  of  money  hired  up  to  January  1, 
1866.  This  order  was  due  and  collected  on  the  first  of  January, 
and  taken  from  the  appropriation  to  District  No.  1.  At  the  close 
of  the  winter  school  there  was  money  due  this  District,  and  the 
teachers,  by  an  order  on  the  town  treasury,  received  their  pay. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  of  money  appropriated  to  District 
No.  1,  the  present  school  year,  has  secured  six  [months'  school. 
The  difference  between  this  District  and  the  others  is,  that  it  is  one 
term  behind,  and  has  to  go  on  credit.  It  is  said  by  some  that  "  the 
District  has  got  ahead  of  the  Committee  and  town  pretty  well," 
but  I  cannot  see  how  the  town  has  been  injured.  The  District  has 
taken  only  what  money  was  due  to  them,  and  has  had  to  pay  the 
interest  of  the  money  hired.  If,  by  using  the  Committee  as  a 
means  to  secure  a  school,  when  other  sources  have  failed,  is  called 
getting  ahead  of  the  Committee,  then  that  is  just  the  kind  of 
getting  ahead  we  want  for  the  Committee  by  duty  are  bound  to 
consult  and  work  for  the  best  interests  of  the  school.  We  hope 
that  the  difficulty  in  District  No.  1  will  be  remedied  soon,  either  by 
the  District  or  town ;  and  in  considering  the  matter  remove  11 
prejudices  on  both  sides,  and  be  governed  only  by  justice. 
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CHANGE  OF  TEXT-BOOKS. 

The  Committee  unanimously  agreed  to  exchange  Fowle's  Speller 
for  the  Progressive  Speller  and  Definer,  and  Warren  Colburn's 
Mental  Arithmetic  for  Eaton's  Intellectual. 

Before  the  exchange  was  made  several  different  books  were 
examined  by  many  of  our  best  teachers,  and  a  majority  of  their 
opinions  agreed  with  the  Committee.  Their  use  has  met  the 
approval  of  teachers,  and  given  good  satisfaction.  Eaton's  Intel- 
lectual is  called  by  many  the  best-  book  of  the  series ;  it  is 
especially  noted  for  its  gradual  and  logical  arrangement,  and  its 
frequent  and  clear  solutions.  The  spelling  has  received  more 
attention  and  interest  in  many  cases  from  the  new  book,  and 
lessons  in  denning  have  secured  good  attention,  as  nearly  all  the 
words  in  the  new  book  are  defined.  No  remarks  are  needed  to 
show  the  benefit  of  the  new  book  over  the  old  one,  made  a  quarter 
of  a  century  ago. 

Dictionaries  and  Charts.  —  A  common  school  Webster's  Diction- 
ary, and  some  of  Philbrick's  School  Charts  have  been  put  into 
every  school  in  town.  There  was  a  large  Dictionary  in  the 
schools,  but  this  is  not  adapted  for  small  scholars  to  use.  Each 
school  has  received  a  writing  and  punctuation  chart.  The  use  and 
benefit  of  these  charts  need  no  explanation ;  they  explain  them- 
selves. Money  for  this  purpose  ($2,200)  was  taken  from  the 
State  School  Fund,  by  provisions  made  in  Gen.  Stat.  chap.  36, 
sec.  4.  Many  of  the  schools  are  deficient  in  maps,  and  need  a 
globe  and  other  apparatus.  These  ought  to  be  furnished  either 
by  district  or  town. 

Spelling  Schools.  —  We  have  heard  older  persons  talk  about 
spelling  schools,  but  for  several  years  we  have  not  had  any  until 
this,  and  this  winter  there  have  been  four  in  different  districts. 
The  scholars  and  younger  portion  of  community  were  anxious  for 
these,  in  order  to  have  some  place  to  go  evenings  and  have  a  good 
time,  and  we  think  many  were  led  by  a  motive  of  their  usefulness. 
Many  of  us  who  have  heard  often-repeated  excellencies  of  former 
spelling  schools,  were  excited  by  a  curiosity  to  see  our  older 
'friends  come  out  and  give  us  an  example  of  orthography  and 
conduct.  Three  of  these  spelling  schools  met  with  good  success, 
and  we  have  no  doubt  their  influence  was  good.    In  two  cases 
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there  has  been,  the  latter  part  of  the  evening,  speaking  pieces  by- 
scholars  and  young  ladies  and  gentlemen,  singing,  and  reading 
selections  by  }roung  persons  not  scholars  of  the  school.  These 
have  proved  interesting  and  beneficial,  and  met  the  approbation  of 
parents.  When  these  spelling  and  speaking  and  reading  or 
evening  schools  can  be  carried  on  with  good  conduct ;  when  the 
teacher  is  able  to  preserve  such,  by  his  influence ;  when  well-dis- 
posed persons  attend,  and  come  for  improvement  as  well  as  for 
entertainment ;  when  a  sufficient  number  interested  will  aid  in 
their  success  ;  when  too  much  attention  will  not  be  detracted  from 
the  real  work  of  the  school,  —  then  the  influence  of  these  evening 
schools  is  very  good  ;  but  otherwise  their  influence  is  questionable, 
and  generally  they  had  better  be  abandoned. 

HOLIDAYS. 

There  is  some  fault  found  in  town  about  schools  taking  holidays, 
and  sometimes  a  question  about  what  ones  to  take.  The  School 
Committee  in  most  towns  prescribe  the  holidays  to  be  observed  by 
the  schools.  But  in  the  absence  of  any  regulation  of  the  Commit- 
tee, those  recognized  by  the  State  —  Fourth  of  July,  Christmas, 
Washington's  Birthdaj',  and  all  Thanksgivings  and  Fasts  appointed 
by  the  Executive  of  the  State  or  Nation  —  should  be  observed  by 
the  schools.  On  these  days  the  daily  work  of  the  school  should 
be  suspended,  and  given  or  sacrificed  to  the  celebration  or  worship 
of  the  great  principles  which  the  holidays  represent.  Due  notice 
of  these  days  is  a  good  method  "to  impress  on  the  minds  of 
children  and  youth  the  principles  of  piety,  justice,  and  love  of  their 
country  ;  and  those  virtues  which  are  the  basis  upon  which  a  repub- 
lican constitution  is  founded."  One  holiday  should  not  be  made 
up  in  another  ;  this  spoils  the  respect  for  both. 

By  consent  of  the  Committee,  sometimes  during  the  term,  one 
day  is  allowed  for  teachers  to  attend  Teachers'  Associations,  and 
one  half  day  to  visit  schools  in  town.  It  is  expected  by  this  course 
that  the  school  will  get  the  benefit  of  the  teacher's  instruction  and 
observation  ;  the  teachers  have  no  right  to  take  these  days  and  use 
them  otherwise  ;  they  are  not  holidays. 

ABOLISHING  DISTRICT  SYSTEM. 

By  a  law  of  this  Commonwealth  —  Gen.  Stat.  chap.  39,  sects.  3-4 
inclusive  —  the  towns  are  required  to  vote  upon  this  question  this 


31 

year,  and  in  every  three  years.  The  general  laws  upon  the  school 
system  and  education,  enacted  by  the  wisdom  and  experience  of 
the  State,  do  not  recognize  the  school  districts  —  in  the  most 
complete  plan  of  our  school  system  —  except  as  defective  and 
subordinate  to  the  highest  welfare  of  the  schools,  and  as  held  at  the 
option  and  by  the  inexperience  of  minor  parts  of  community  ;  and 
believing  it  to  be  unwise,  provisions  are  made  for  its  general 
abandonment.  Many  towns  about  us  are  taking  very  active  meas- 
ures to  have  a  town  system  of  schools  ;  and  some  very  able  reports 
have  been  presented  to  the  citizens  by  persons  experienced  in 
schools,  discussing  the  advantages  of  a  complete  system  over  a 
fragmentary  one.  If  you  will  visit  the  schools  of  any  place,  where 
the  town  system  has  been  thoroughly  tried  for  a  sufficient  time, 
you  cannot  fail  to  see  its  unanimity,  its  beneficial  workings,  and 
its  superiority  over  the  district  system,  which  is  really  a  lack  of 
system.  Those  who  have  never  had  any  observation  or  experience 
in  the  municipal  system  have  no  legitimate  right  to  condemn  it ; 
and  those  persons  who  have  occupied  the  highest  trusts  in  educa- 
tion, and  have  had  the  most  favorable  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
advantage  and  disadvantage  of  its  operation,  must  of  necessity 
invite  the  attention  of  all  thoughtful  and  improving  minds  to  the 
results  of  their  experience.  We  will  not  attempt  to  urge  upon  you 
our  feeble  experience,  but  will  ask  your  attention  to  the  most 
reliable  and  most  universal,  — the  experience  of  three  Secretaries 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  who  have  stood  at  the  head  of  our 
school  system  for  many  years.  Horace  Mann  says  :  "  I  consider 
the  law  authorizing  towns  to  divide  themselves  into  districts,  the  most 
unfortunate  law,  on  the  subject  of  common  schools,  ever  enacted"  in 
the  State. 

George  S.  Boutwell  says  :  "  I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  office 
I  now  hold  with  some  faith  in  the  district  system;  my  observation 
and  experience  have  destroyed  that  faith  entirely.  It  is  a  system 
admirably  calculated  to  secure  poor  schools,  incompetent  teachers, 
consequent  waste  of  public  money."  He  also  says  :  "  I  am  so  well 
convinced  of  the  wisdom  of  abolishing  the  district  system,  that  I 
confidently  expect  its  gradual  abandonment." 

Joseph  White,  the  present  Secretary,  says  :  "  TJie  opinions  which 
I  entertain  on  this  subject  have  been  formed  after  years  of  experience 
and  observation,  as  pupil,  teacher,  and  member  of  the  School  Com- 
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mittee,  in  the  city  and  in  the  country.  I  do  not  overstate  when  I 
assert  that  whenever  the  experiment  [of  abolishing-  the  school  dis- 
tricts] has  been  fairly  tried,  it  has  been  most  satisfactory,  and  no 
persuasion  could  induce  the  people  to  return  to  their  old  system." 
When  we  have  such  experience  as  this  from  such  a  source,  no 
argument  is  needed.  The  whole  matter  can  be  effected  by  a  vote 
at  the  town  meeting ;  and  then  the  whole  welfare  of  the  schools 
will  be  looked  upon  as  a  town  affair,  and  will  receive  double  the 
attention  that  it  will  in  the  districts.  At  the  annual  district  school 
meetings,  when  quite  important  subjects  come  before  them,  there 
are  very  seldom  more  than  six  or  eight  voters  present ;  this  shows 
in  a  good  degree  the  interest  in  school  matters  secured  by  the 
district  system  ;  if,  instead  of  this,  we  had  the  town  system,  all 
important  school  business  would  come  before  the  March  meeting, 
and  would  receive  the  attention  and  action  of  a  large  majority  of 
the  wisest  and  most  experienced  men  in  town. 

There  are  two  plans  of  effecting  this  change  given  in  the  Statutes. 
First,  the  town  may  vote  to  abolish  districts,  and  take  possession 
of  all  school  property ;  then  such  property  in  each  district  may 
be  appraised  and  its  value  assessed  on  the  town,  and  then  "remit- 
ted to  the  tax  payers  of  each  district,"  in  proportion  to  the  value 
of  property  taken.  "  Or,"  as  the  Statutes  say,  "the  difference  in 
the  value  of  the  property  of  the  several  districts  may  be  adjusted  in 
any  other  maimer  agreed  upon  by  the  parties  interested"  If  the 
districts  are  so  disposed,  this  last  plan  can  be  adopted  without  any 
expense,  simply  by  mutual  agreement ;  let  all  the  property  and 
boundaries  of  the  different  schools  remain  just  as  they  are,  only 
change  the  administration  and  grand  interests  of  the  schools  from 
the  districts  to  the  whole  town.  Many  persons  are  very  jealous  of 
district  rights,  and  to  give  satisfaction  on  this  point,  we  propose 
the  following  plan  of  choosing  School  Committee,  which  a  person 
interested  has  suggested. 

The  Board  of  School  Committee,  by  law,  must  consist  of  a 
number  divisible  by  three,  one  third  thereof  to  be  elected  annually. 
We  suggest  and  propose,  if  the  districts  are  abolished,  that  the 
number  of  School  Committee  be  nine ;  that  one  be  chosen  from 
each  present  school  district,  and  one  from  the  town  at  large  ;  and 
that  they  be  chosen  in  the  following  order  :  one  from  District  No. 
1  for  one  year,  one  from  District  No.  2  for  one  year,  and  one  from 
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District  No.  3  for  one  year  ;  one  from  District  No.  4  for  two  years, 
one  from  District  No.  5  for  two  years,  and  one  from  District  No. 
6  for  two  years  ;  one  from  District  No.  7  for  three  years,  one  from 
District  No.  8  for  three  years,  and  one  from  the  town  at  large  for 
three  years.  And  on  this  Board  there  should  be  at  least  one 
person  that  has  had  experience  in  teaching,  and  one  clergyman. 
Under  this  plan  each  district  would  have  a  special  voice  in  the 
schools,  as  they  do  now.  This  Board  could  organize  and  choose 
one  or  more  persons,  as  they  deemed  expedient,  to  have  the  super- 
intendence of  the  school,  or  divide  the  care  of  them  among  them- 
selves. The  employment  of  teachers,  furnishing  fuel,  and  all 
matters  pertaining  to  schools,  will  be  under  their  direct  and  general 
control.  We  propose  this  number  of  Committee,  and  the  order  of 
choosing  them,  for  what  we  have  had  suggested  to  us,  but  do  not 
say  it  will  be  the  best  plan.  Perhaps  three  or  six  men  would 
perform  the  duty  better  than  nine  ;  but  whatever  be  the  number,  it 
does  not  effect  the  system. 

The  school  system  of  towns  should  be  an  equal  one,  —  that  which 
secures  equal  advantages  to  all  scholars,  without  respect  to  location 
or  circumstances.  We  say  that  such  a  town  like  this  ought  to 
have  for  all  scholars  from  thirty  to  thirty-six  weeks  of  school ; 
that  this  number  of  weeks  ought  to  be  divided  into  two  or  three 
terms,  as  the  case  may  be  ;  that  these  terms  should  commence  and 
be  in  session  at  the  same  time  throughout  the  town,  and  continue 
equal  lengths  ;  that  they  should  have  permanent  and  yearly  teach- 
ers ;  that  the  town  should  have  the  whole  care  of  these  schools, 
and  choose  a  Board  of  School  Committee  to  take  charge  of  them, 
as  they  do  a  Board  of  Selectmen  to  take  charge  of  other  interests 
of  the  town ;  that  the  town  should  take  as  much  interest,  and 
exercise  as  much  care  and  discretion  in  choosing  their  School 
Committee  as  they  do  in  choosing  their  Selectmen ;  and  that  the 
School  Committee  should  assume  the  full  responsibilities,  and 
conscientiously,  faithfully,  and  fearlessly  discharge  the  entire 
duties  of  their  office.  This  is  such  a  system  as  we  need,  —  not 
complicated,  extravagant,  nor  expansive,  but  simple,  practical,  and 
useful.  It  will  secure  good  teachers,  good  schools,  and  produce 
good  results  upon  the  intellectual  and  moral  character  of  youth 
and  manhood.  To  secure  this  system,  we  would  appeal  to  all 
active,  considerate,  and  improving  minds  to  fairly  consider  the 

5 


34 


question  of  "-abolishing  districts."  Consider  it  not  in  a  narrows 
but  in  a  full  and  comprehensive  light.  Consider  not  our  experi- 
ence, but  be  governed  by  the  light  of  the  best  and  most  universal 
experience  you  have  upon  the  subject.  Consider  the  experience 
of  your  own  observation,  and  consult  candidly  the  best  dictates  of 
your  own  judgment. 

NAMES  OF  SCHOLARS  WHO  HATE  BEEN  NEITHER  ABSENT  NOR 


TARDY. 


DISTRICT  XO.  1. 
Grammar  Department. 

Summer. 
Adelaide  Hancock, 

Winter. 
Louisa  Jennings, 
Addie  L.  Jennings, 
Joseph  Jennings, 

DISTRICT  NO.  I. 

Primary  Department. 

Summer. 
Hattie  A.  Pratt. 
Fanny  J.  Rounds,. 
Julia  M.  Lothrop. 

Winter. 
Katie  V.  Shaw. 
Augusta  Wmdship, 
Fanny  J.  Rounds, 
Hattie  A.  Pratt, 
Lizzie  J.  Tisdale, 
Frank  S.  Tisdale , 
Jeremiah  Lynch, 
Willis  Lynch, 
Warren  Jennings. 

DISTRICT  NO.  2. 

Summer. 
Henry  Hartwell, 
Eugene  Lineham, 
Somers  Howard, 
Ellen  Lineham, 
Helen  Hartwell, 
Mary  Sullivan, 
Eliza  Lineham, 
Rosanna  Lineham. 

Winter. 
Henry  Hartwell, 
Charles  Eagan, 
Martin  Hayward, 
Charles  Hayward, 
Harry  Hayward, 
Willie-  Eagan, 
Wilton  Copeland, 
Milton  Howard, 
Ellen  Lineham, 
Mary  Sullivan, 
Eliza  Lineham, 


Fanny  Copeland, 
Susan  Hayward, 
Minerva  Hartwell, 
Rosanna  Lineham. 
DISTRICT  XO.  3. 
Summer. 
Rhoda  Martin, 
Laura  Martin, 
Charles  E.  Packard. 

Winter. 
Abbie  H.  Packard, 
Carrie  Copeland, 
John  F.  Wade, 
Abbie  Carr, 
Martha  Jones, 
Fred  H.  Packard. 

DISTRICT  XO.  4. 

Summer. 
Alice  C.  Howard, 
Susie  W.  Dunbar, 
Clinton  P.  Howard, 
Charles  Morey. 

DISTRICT  XO.  5. 

Winter. 
Hattie  E.  Holmes, 
Mary  E.  Hayward, 
Charles  T.  Caldwell. 
DISTRICT  XO.  7. 

Spring. 
Helen  Ripley, 
Lizzie  Dunbar, 
Annie  Rowland, 
Fred  Ripley, 
Eddv  Dunbar. 

Fall. 
Helen  Ripley, 
M.  Florence  Howland, 
Eva  J.  Packard, 
Mary  L.  Perkins, 
Annie  Rowland, 
Fred  Ripley. 

DISTRICT  XO.  8. 

Summer. 
Emma  V.  Millett, 
Abby  T.  Bacon, 
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Amanda  M.  Perkins,  "Warren  R,  Keith, 

Annie  Perkins,  Edward  H.  Keith, 

Abbie  H.  Eldridge,  Wallace  C.  Keith, 

Lizzie  A.  Eldridge,  Josiah  Perkins, 

Jane  Howard,  Amanda  M.  Perkins, 

Benjamin  Edgar  Perkins,  Benjamin  Edgar  Perkins, 

Edward  Keith.  Annie  Perkins, 

Winter*  Emma  Millett. 
Pardon  R.  Bacon,  UNION  DISTRICT, 

Irene  A.  Edgcomb,  Clinton  P.  Howard, 

Abbie  H.  Eldridge,  Charles  H.  Morey, 

Lizzie  A.  Eldridge,  Edith  F.  Howard. 

^AMES  OF  SCHOLARS  DESERVING  CREDIT  FOR  BEING  JSfEARL  Y 
PERFECT  IN  ATTENDANCE, 
DISTRICT  NO.  1, 

Grammar  Department. 
Summer. 
Addie  F.  Sears,  absent  1  day. 
Lizzie  Burke,        "     "    "    tardy  once. 
Mary  A.  Billings,  "  " 

Luella  R.  Billings,  "  " 

Winter. 

Mary  A.  Billings,  absent  2  days. 


Luella  R.  Billings, 
Anna  Rounds, 
Alice  A.  Tisdale, 
Henry  Sullivan, 
Charles  E.  Tisdale, 


1  " 

2  " 
1  M 
1  « 

1  "   tardy  once* 

DISTRICT  NO  1. 

Primary  Department, 

Summer. 

Lizzie  A,  Tisdale,  absent  1  day. 

DISTRICT  NO.  2. 
Winter. 

Helen  Hartwell,  absent  1  half  day. 

Somers  Haj^ward,  tardy  once. 

Willie  Sullivan,  absent  1  and  one  half  tlays* 

DISTRICT  NO.  3. 
Summer. 

Alma  E.  Kingman,  absent  1  day;  tardy  once, 
Hattie  Copeland,       "     1    "      "  " 
Fred  H.  Packard,       "     1    "      "  « 
Abbie  Fadden,  "  half  "      "  « 

Winter. 

Laura  Martin,  absent  1  day ;  tardy  once, 
Alma  Kingman,  "  " 

WaUace  Jones,     "  half  "        "  M 

DISTRICT  NO.  4. 
Summer. 

Lydia  D.  Kinnicutt,  absent  2  days, 

DISTRICT  NO.  5. 
Summer. 
Nellie  E.  Mitchell,  absent  If  day, 
Bridget  Fraher,  "    1  " 

Herbert  MitcheU,       "    1  ** 
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Winter: 

Nellie  E.  Mitchell,  absent  1  day. 
Ida  F.  Vosmus,  "11-2  days. 

DISTRICT  NO.  7. 
Spring. 

M.  Josephene  Shaw,  tardy  once. 

Eva  J.  Packard,  absent  1-2  day. 

Edith  Wheeler,  tardy  once. 

Mary  Sullivan,  absent  1  day ;  tardy  once. 

George  Holmes,    "    1-2  " 

Samuel  Eeed,       "    1-2  " 

David  Eeedr         "     1  " 

Fall  Term, 
Mary  E.  Dunbar,  tardy  once. 
Olive  Holmes,  absent  1  day. 
Gertrude  Freeman,  "  1  u 
George  Holmes,  tardy  once. 
Eddie  Dunbar,       "  " 

DISTRICT  NO.  8. 
Summer. 

Warren  E.  Keith,  absent  1  day. 

Winter, 

Eliza  C.  Bacon,  absent  1-2  day. 

Abbie  T.  Bacon,     "     1-2  " 

Annie  M.  Clark,     "     1-2  -*« 

Ellen  Geary,  "     1-2  **   tardy  once1. 

Katie  Geary,  "     1-2  " 

Frank  Green,         "    1-2  *  tardy  once. 

Jane  Howard,        "     1-2  * 

UNION  DISTRICT. 

Edwin  C.  Howard,  absent  1-2  day ;  tardy  once. 
George  H.  Holmes,     "      1  * 
Helen  E.  Ripley,  tardy  once. 

At  different  times,  scholars,  teachers,  and  parents  have  spoken  about 
certain  scholars  who  were  obliged,  on  account  of  sickness,  bad  weather, 
or  absolute  necessity,  to  be  absent  or  tardy  a  very  few  times.  These 
scholars  seem  to  feel  the  credit  of  having  their  names  printed  on  the  de- 
serving list  of  punctual  scholars.  Thinking  that  it  encourages  prompt 
attendance,  we  print  the  names  of  the  most  punctual  ones. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion,  we  will  say,  that  the  general  success  of  our 
schools,  the  past  year,  has  been  good.  The  summer  schools  were 
very  good,  and  in  winter  there  were  but  few  defective  features. 
We  have  had  many  good  and  some  very  accomplished  teachers. 
A  half  a  dollar  or  a  dollar  per  week  less  would  not  have  secured 
some  of  our  best  teachers  that  we  have  had,  — hence  the  impor- 
tance of  appropriation  for  good  schools.  And  we  would  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  the  town  for  their  additional  appropriation 
last  year,  and  we  hope  that  no  measures  will  be  taken  to  lessen  it. 
We  think  all  will  say  that  the  money  has  not  been  wasted,  and 
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more  than  that,  that  it  has  been  invested  for  a  useful  purpose. 
We  will  state  what  we  have  before,  that  in  no  better  way  can  we 
promote  the  highest  welfare  of  our  schools  than  by  following  — 
in  the  spirit  and  in  the  letter  —  the  school  laws,  which  are  the 
result  of  the  highest  wisdom  and  experience  of  an  enlightened 
Commonwealth.  And  this  motive  is  what  has  led  us  to  speak  of 
them  so  often  and  dwell  upon  their  meaning.  Says  President 
Wayland  :  "  The  tenure  by  which  our  liberties  are  held  can  never 
be  secure,  unless  moral  keep  pace  with  intellectual  cultivation." 
We  hope  that  this  same  sentiment  may  be  observed  now  in  the 
training  of  our  youth ;  and  that  the  moral,  intellectual,  and  even 
practical  duties  of  the  young  may  be  made  to  harmonize  with 
each  other,  and  to  march  together  upon  the  highest  plain  of  active 
life.  And  let  us  remember  that  the  true  source  of  moral  training 
is  the  family,  and  that  in  the  daily  habit  and  deportment  of  family 
and  parent  lies  the  main  influence  upon  character.  The  teacher 
stands  in  place  of  the  family's  influence,  and  is  a  deputed  parent 
of  the  community,  for  a  time ;  therefore  he  should  possess  the 
sound  principles  of  a  good  character.  When  that  memorable  body 
that  formed  our  constitution  of  government  had  discussed  for 
several  weeks  the  best  experiences  of  all  modern  nations  with  no 
good  success,  that  good  man,  Franklin,  rose  and  made  a  motion 
that  daily  prayer  should  be  offered  in  that  assembly  for  their 
success.  The  great  man,  Webster,  on  being  asked  what  was  the 
greatest  thought  that  ever  occupied  mind,  replied  :  "  The  greatest 
thought  I  ever  had,  or  can  have,  is  a  sense  of  my  accountability  to 
God."  Now  if  we  wish  to  succeed  as  the  good  and  the  great  have, 
and  if  we  wish  to  have  as  good  an  influence  on  the  character  of 
children  as  they  did  on  the  character  of  the  nation,  we  must  follow 
their  example.  And  we  do  humbly  acknowledge  the  wisdom  and 
influence  of  Divine  Providence  upon  our  success,  and  do  invoke 
its  blessing  upon  our  common  schools.  I  entered  upon  my  duties, 
two  years  ago,  with  very  little  experience  and  a  limited  knowledge 
of  schools,  and  have  felt  sometimes  almost  inadequate  to  fulfil  my 
responsibilities.  I  thank  the  town  for  their  co-operation,  and  for 
the  privileges  and  benefits  which  the  duties  of  the  office  have 
bestowed  upon  me.  I  hope  that  all  imperfections  of  my  labors 
may  be  overlooked,  and  that  my  influence  has  had,  and  may  have, 
a  tendency  towards  good  learning  and  sound  morality. 
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I  respectfully  resign  my  position  on  the  Committee,  to  take  effect 
at  the  close  of  the  present  school  year. 
For  the  Committee, 

SIMEON  J.  DUNBAR,  Superintendent. 

Approved  by 

FRANCIS  E.  HOWARD,  )  School  Commit- 
SIMEON  J.  DUNBAR,    \tee  of  West 
*  ,      )  Bridgewater. 

March  7,  1866. 


*Has  moved  out  of  town. 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

SELECTMEN,  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR, 

AND 

TOWN  CLERK 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  WEST  BRIDGEWATER 

ALSO,  THE 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  1,  1867. 


NORTH    BRIDGEWATER : 
A.  T.  JONES,  PRINTER. 
1867. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


SELECTMEN,  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR, 


AND 


TOWN  CLERK 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  WEST  BRIDGEWATER 


ALSO,  THE 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  1,  1867. 


NORTH  BRIDGEWATER 
A.  T.  JONES,  PRINTER. 
1867. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 


The  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  West  Bridgewater  submit  the 
following  Keport,  showing  the  receipts,  expenditures,  and  finan- 
cial condition  of  said  town  for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1867. 

We  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Town  Treasurer,  and 
find  that  there  has  been  received  into  the  Treasury  the  following 
sums,  viz.  : — * 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  March  1, 1866,  $3,921  88 
Keceived  on  tax  of  bills  1866,  State,  County,  and 

Town,  11,190  68 

Special  School  House  tax,  9,473  00 

From  Massachusetts  School  Fund,  137  55 

From  the   State,  for  aid  to  families  of 

Volunteers,    1  1,500  00 

From  the  State,  balance  of  corporation  tax 

for  1865,  2.61 
From  the  town  of  Dover,  for  supplies  to 

paupers,  32  00 

For  a  pedlar's  license,  6  00 

For  School  House  lot  in  District  No.  7,  57  00 

For  lumber  sold  from  Town  Farm,  70  88 

Money  borrowed,  3,400  00 


g29,791  60 


We  find  the  Treasurer  has  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  the  fol- 
lowing sums,  viz. : — 

Paying  State  Tax,  $3,060  00 

County  Tax,  961  06 

Aid  to  soldiers  and  their  families,  2,119  95 

Notes  against  the  town,  and  interest,  4,983  89 


Amount  carried  forward, 


811,124  90 


-1 


Amount  brought  forward,  $1 1 , 1 24  90 

Paying  for  the  support  of  schools,  1,989  72 
For  moving  and  fitting  up  a  school  house  and 

lot,  948  41 

Kepairs  of  school  house  at  Cochesett,  259  25 

"    of  other  school  houses,  46  57 

For  the  highways  and  bridges,  933  97 

Appropriation  for  Cochesett  road,  100  00 

Part  of  the  appropriation  for  Scotland  road,  49  50 

For  building  the  road  near  Davis  Keith's,  116  00 
For  repairing  bridges  and  railing,  by  order  of 

Selectmen,  17  00 

For  gravel  and  cinders  purchased  for  roads,  17  20 

For  the  use  of  the  Town  Hall,  35  82 

For  printing  Town  Eeports,  blanks,  &c,  105  80 
For  support  of  poor  in  the  Almshouse,  $35.00 
of  which  were  old  bills  of  Col.  Alger's,  in 

1865,  319  95 

For  support  of  poor  out  of  the  house,  106  92 

"       "      "     "    belonging  to  other  towns,  6  00 
Balance  of  school  house  tax  in  Uist.  No.  6  for 

1865,  46  18 

For  selling  and  deeding  a  school  house  lot,  2  50 
For  school  maps  ordered  by  the  School  Committee,  72  05 
For  lumber  ordered  by  the  Koad  Committee  in 

1864,  20  00 
For  reimbursement  of  bounties,  orders  of  1864 

and  1865,  SO  00 

For  repairing  road  scrapers,  4  00 

General  Order  to  town  officers,  &c,  422  41 
Postage,  express,  stationery,  stamps,  and  other 

items,  25  39 

Six  per  cent,  discount  on  taxes  of  1866,  671  44 

Remittance  of  the  special  school-house  tax,  9,191  59 

Abatement  of  taxes  for  1864-'65-'66,  72  96 


$26,735  52 
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LIABILITIES  OF  THE  TOWN. 

Due  individuals,  as  reimbursement  of  recruiting  funds,  $20  00 
Outstanding  Notes,  with  interest,  7,700  00 

Of  the  appropriation  for  Schools,  965  51 

A  part  of  the  appropriation  for  Scotland  road-,  50  50 

Due  Highway  Districts,  380  67 


#9,116  68 


ASSETS. 


Balance  in  the  Treasury,  $3,056  08 
Due  from  the  State,  the  corporation  tax,  462  93 
"     for  aid  to  families  in  1865,  126  82 
"      "      "      "     for  aid  to  soldiers  and  their  fami- 
lies in  1866,  2,063  95 
"     "     "      "     for  aid  to  soldiers  and  their  fami- 
lies in  1867,                 .  "  56  00 
"    on  A.  Copeland's  note,  95  70 


$5,861  48 

Balance  against  the  town,  3,255  20 


$9,116  68 


FOE  REPAIRS  OF  HIGHWAYS. 

The  town  voted  the  sum  of  $1,000  for  1866. 
Said  sum  was  divided  among  the  several  Districts  as  follows, 
viz.  : — 

To  District  No.  1,  0225  00 

2,  120  00 

3,  210  00 

4,  115  00 

5,  80  00 

6,  135  00 

7,  115  00 


$1,000  00 


6 

amounts  to  the 

g94  92 
32  27 
59  59 
24  33 
12  77 
71  72 
85  07 


#380  67 


TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  Austin  Packard  for  services  as  Town  Clerk, 

1865  and  1866,  26  36 

F.  E.  Howard,  for  services  as  Selectman,  46  25 

Caleb  Copeland,  Jr.,    "     "       "  57  00 

James  Howard,          "     "       "  123  00 

Geo.  M.  Pratt,  as  Treasurer,  30  00 
Simeon  J.  Dunbar,  as  Superintendent  of  Schools,       82  80 

S.  L.  Pratt,  for  Constable  service,  12  00 

Thos.  Pratt,  for       "         "  5  25 

Barnabas  Dunbar,  as  Eoad  Committee,     |  3  00 

Caleb  Howard,  for  tolling  bell,  2  50 

0.  T.  Gray,       "      "       «  3  50 

Chilton  Howard,       "       "  4  50 

Win.  J.  Stanley,       "       »  4  00 

Elihu  Leonard,  going  with  the  hearse,  &c.,  22  25 


$422  41 


Each  District's  credit  with  the  Treasury  now 
following  sums,  viz. : 
District  No.  1 
2 
3 
4 
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EXPENSES  AND  RECEIPTS  OF  THE  ALMSHOUSE, 
For  the  Year  ending  March  1,  1867. 


Amount  of  stock  at  the  Almshouse,  as  estimated,  viz.  -.—^ 


2  oxen, 

$200  00 

4  cows, 

225  00 

1  bull, 

40  00 

1  yearling, 

20  00 

5  swine, 

60  00 

17  fowls, 

17  50 

5^-  tons  of  English  hay, 

165  00 

2±   "    of  meadow  hay, 

42  50 

5  ^  bushels  of  rye, 

7  70 

.100     "    of  potatoes, 

70  00 

lj       "    of  beans, 

3  00 

70  lbs.  of  butter, 

31  50 

33  "    of  cheese, 

6  60 

75  "    of  lard, 

15  00 

12  "    of  candles, 

1  80 

100  lbs.  of  salt  beef, 

12  00 

25     «  of  dried  beef, 

4  50 

300  "  of  salt  pork, 

45  00 

200  "  of  ham, 

34  00 

Flour  and  eggs, 

10  00 

Furniture  and  farming  tools, 

350  00 

100  loads  of  manure, 

100  00 

Bills  due  the  house  for  lumber  sold, 

17  00 

"  from  Martha  Tribou's  estate, 

♦ 

95  70 

44     "    Columbus  Alger, 

6  46 

"     "    A.  Copeland, 

10  72 

"     «?    the  State, 

]3  00 

"     M    the  town,  for  lumber  and  carting, 

7  00 

«     "    E.  Hancock, 

11  87 

"   for  labor  and  hay, 

165  72 

$1,793  57 
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RECEIPTS  OP  THE  ALMSHOUSE, 


Received  for  lumber, 

#190 

30 

labor  and  team  work, 

58 

10 

pigs, 

102 

00 

calves  and  hide, 

56 

57 

potatoes, 

26 

33 

hay, 

poultry  and  eggs, 

20 

33 

butter,  cheese,  and  lard, 

49 

99 

items, 

•7 

17 

Inventory  March  1,  1867, 

1,793 

57 

$2,347 

64 

EXPENDITURES  OF  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  for  Warden's  services, 

$193 

50 

Smith  work, 

17 

31 

Old  bill  of  Col.  Alger's  for  1865, 

7 

14 

Horse  hire, 

5 

50 

Labor, 

38 

13 

Repairs, 

45 

58 

Wares  and  tools, 

23 

77 

Stock, 

75 

20 

Meat  and  fish, 

27 

41 

Old  bill  of  Col.  Alger's  for  1865, 

27 

76 

Medicines, 

8 

00 

Flour,  grain,  groceries,  clothing,  &c, 

/ton 

Sawing  shingles, 

14 

05 

Other  items, 

23 

64 

Inventory  of  stock  on  hand  March  1,  1866, 

1,611 

36 

TnfprPQ^"  nn  ^Iip  pcstflfp       TiPT,pfr»"fV\T,p  pssHmntiPrl 

21  9 

Li  J.  O 

O  JL 

Amount  of  expenses, 

$2,758 

26 

"      "  receipts, 

2,347 

64 

Balance  against  the  House* 

$410 

62 
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The  average  number  of  paupers  in  the  Almshouse  for  the 
year  ending  March  1,  1867,  was  4^.  The  average  cost  per 
week,  above  the  proceeds  of  the  farm,  was  about  $1.32.  The 
present  number  of  paupers  in  the  House  is  six. 

There  has  been  but  $238.99  drawn  from  the  town  treasury  for 
support  of  the  Almshouse,  above  what  has  been  replaced  during 
the  past  year,  while  there  has  been  an  average  of  4T?ff  persons 
supported,  and  repairs  and  improvements  made  amounting  to 
about  $75.00, — against  $615.66  drawn  for  the  year  ending 
March  1,  1866,  with  but  3|J  persons  supported,  and  but  $13.60 
spent  for  repairs,  and  no  improvements  made. 

In  consideration  of  the  above  balancing  of  accounts,  the 
Selectmen  have  advanced  the  salary  of  the  present  Warden 
$50.00  for  the  coming  year. 

LIQUOR  AGENCY, — A.  Copeland,  Agent 
Cash  Account. 
Dr. 

To  cash  on  hand  March  1,  1866, 
"    "    for  liquors  sold, 


$94  86 
1,070  94 


Qr. 

By  cash  paid  for  liquors, 
"      "     "  freight, 
paying  Agent's  salary, 
"  license, 
"  repairs, 
cash  on  hand  March  1,  1867, 

Cr.  stock  on  hand  March  1,  1867, 
Cash  "    "        "     "  " 

Dr.  stock  on  hand  March  1,  1866, 
Cash  "     "        "     "  « 


Gain, 

JAMES  HOWARD, 
F.  E.  HOWARD, 
CALEB  COPELAND,  Jr., 
March  1,  1867. 


$1,165  80 


$939  98 
13  50 
75  00 
25  00 
3  30 
109  02 

$190  10 
109  02 

$86  46 
94  86 


$1,165  80 


$299  12 


$181  32 

$117  80 

Selectmen  of 
West  Bridgewater. 
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LIST  OF  JURORS 


Prepared  by  the  Selectmen  of  West  Bridgewater  for  the  year  1867. 


The  following  Articles  will  be  acted  upon  at  the  Annual  Town 
Meeting  on  the  19th  inst.,  at  1  o'clock  p.  M. : 

1.  To  choose  a  Moderator  for  said  meeting. 

2.  To  hear  the  Annual  Reports,  and  act  thereon. 

3.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

4.  To  act  on  the  list  of  jurors  reported  by  the  Selectmen. 

5.  To  determine  the  manner  of  repairing  the  highways. 

6.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to 
defray  town  expenses  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  discharge  the 
town  debt,  and  make  appropriation  of  the  same. 

7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  direct  the  School  Committee  to 
appoint  a  Superintendent  of  the  public  schools  therein. 

8.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in  regard  to  roads 
which  have  been  laid  out  within  the  limits  thereof. 

9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  lay  out  for  a  public  road,  the 
private  way  leading  northerly  from  the  road  in  front  of  Isaac 
Howard's  house,  to  the  road  near  Mrs.  Sylvanus  H.  ColwelPs 
house. 

10.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in  relation  to 
Guide  Boards. 


Davis  Alger, 
Samuel  D.  Bartlett, 
James  Copeland, 
Albert  Copeland, 
Edward  Capen, 
Charles  E.  Churchill, 
Barnabas  Dunbar, 
Lucius  Dunbar, 
Martin  Dunbar, 
Perez  P.  Field, 
Jason  M.  French, 
Josiah  Q.  Hartwell, 
Amasa  Howard, 
George  Hay  ward, 
James  Howard, 


John  B.  Holmes, 
Leavitt  T.  Howard, 
Lucius  Hayward, 
Linus  E.  Hayward, 
Henry  W.  Leach, 
Bradford  Packard, 
Nahum  Packard, 
Shepherd  L.  Pratt, 
George  D.  Ryder, 
Joseph  E.  Ryder, 
Thomas  P.  Ripley, 
Ephraim  T.  Snell, 
Ebenezer  Taylor, 
Daniel  B.  Taylor, 
Erland  Thayer. 


TOWN  MEETING. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TOWN  CLERK. 


MARRIAGES 
Recorded  in  West  Bridgewater  in  the  Year  1866. 


NO. 

DATE. 

1 
i 

Jan. 

9^ 

o 

Feb. 

3 

3 

lvicir. 

1  ft 

lo 

A 
rr 

rt 

0 

May 

a 

1  0 
9fl 

u 

J  uue 

1  7 

7 

it 

9zL 

Q 
O 

a 

9  J. 

q 

a 

9* 

10 

1  1 
1  1 

Tnl,r 

July 

it 

1 
I 

1  9 

it 

1  0 

1  3 

Aug. 

Sept. 
(< 

26 

14 
15 

2 
13 

16 

u 

20 

17 

Nov. 

10 

18 

it 

19 

19 

it 

28 

20 

ti 

29 

21 

Dec. 

9 

22 

u 

16 

23 

u 

25 

24 

<« 

25 

NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE. 


Thomas  J.  Lee  aud  Mary  E.  Alley. 
William  H.  Copeland  and  Elizabeth  Hayden. 
Charles  R.  Beals  and  Georgie  W.  Huntington. 
Hem  an  F.  Stranger  and  Ida  Howard. 
Elijah  Smith  and  Hepsie  Howard. 
George  Dunbar  and  Emma  A.  Peckham. 
Benjamin  B.  Curtis  and  Abigail  Martin. 
William  W.  Wixon  and  Hannah  L.  Ames. 
James  M.  Boardman  and  Julia  Ann  Tinkham. 
Horace  P.  Dunbar  and  Ellen  F.  Shaw. 
Charles  E.  Martin  and  Mary  E.  Howard. 
Mark  H.  Reynolds  and  Lucy  B.  Howard. 
George  L.  Edson  and  Margaret  McCann. 
Augustus  L.  Hobbs  and  Emma  F.  Crocker. 
Charles  L.  Jones  and  Sarah  K.  Soule. 
Edward  C.  Hall  and  Hattie  Packard. 
Daniel  S.  Eaton  and  Sarah  H.  Cheney. 
Benjamin  F.  Phillips,  Jr.  and  Hannah  Dunbar. 
Thomas  P.  Ripley  and  Angie  F.  Farris. 
i  Alonzo  C.  Gray  and  Isabella  F.  Peckham. 
Edwin  Holmes  and  Emma  E.  Robbins. 
Andrew  B.  Holmes  and  Hattie  A.  Staples. 
James  Taylor  and  Elizabeth  F.  Patterson. 
Kendall  Bailey,  Jr.  and  Mariette  Ryder.  


Notice  of  the  intentions  of  marriage  between  the  following  named  persons  has  been 
recorded,  but  no  certificate  of  any  of  their  marriages  has  been  returned  to  this  town. 


NO.  |  DATE.         |  NAMES.  

Charles  B.  Talbot  and  Hannah  E.  Prouty. 
Hem  an  Copeland  and  Caroline  A.  Parker. 
Gilmore  Fish  and  Alinira  J.  Tucker. 
William  Linnehan  and  Joanna  Sullivan. 
John  Buttomer  and  Mary  Murphy. 
Thomas  Conally  and  Margaret  Deuhig. 
Neil  Brady  and  Bridget  Lynch. 
Job  M.  Godfrey  and  Jane  Reed. 
Horace  W.  Howard  and  Ann  A.  Alger. 
Horace  B.  Washburn  and  Etta  M.  Edmonds 
Samuel  D.  Proctor  and  Julia  M.  Peckham. 


1 

Mar. 

20 

2 

April 

7 

3 

May 

17 

4 

June 

4 

5 

July 

14 

6 

21 

7 

Sept. 

18 

8 

Oct. 

26 

9 

Nov. 

8 

10 

it 

26 

11 

Dec. 

31 

12 


DEATHS 


Recorded  in  West  Bridgewater  during  the  Year  1866. 


NAME. 

AGE. 

1         DISEASE,  OR  CAUSE  OF 

N0.| 

DATE. 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

DEATH. 

1 

Jan.  9 

William  Mitchell, 

31 

11 

5 

Diphtheria. 

2 

"  17 

Elijah  F.  Simmons, 

29 

11 

28 

Consumption. 
<< 

3 

Mar.  5 

Daniel  P.  Weeks, 

44 

4 

8 

4 

«  12 

Reading  Carr, 

66 

11 

9 

Heart  Disease. 

5 

"  30 

Daniel  B.  Paine, 

23 

5 

Typhoid  Fever. 

6 

April  5 
"  15 

Margaret  O'Neil, 

75 

Old  Age. 

7 

Michael  Fraher, 

39 

Killed  on  Railroad. 

8 

May  5 
"  17 

Edward  Capen, 

76 

9 

1 

Heart  Disease. 

9 

Martha  K.  Alger, 

18 

1 

Consumption. 

10 

"  28 

Hiram  White, 

58 

2 

Heart  Disease. 

11 

June  9 

Hannah  Howard. 

85 

9 

15 

12 

"  10 

Matthew  Conness, 

32 

Shot. 

13 

(i  14 

Hepsey  Alger, 

74 

Old  Age. 

14 

Aug.  17 

John  W.  Colwell, 

51 

8 

12 

Soft'g  Stom.&Ulc'n  Int's. 

15 

Oct.  27 

James  K.  Burke, 

21 

6 

10 

Typhoid  Fever. 

16 

Nov.  1 

Charles  Wesley  Jacobs, 

11 

21 

Dropsy. 

17 

"  11 

Daniel  Reed, 

83 

2 

18 

Old  Age. 

18 

»  24 

Nahum  Snell, 

63 

6 

8 

Apoplexy. 

19 

Dec.  7 

Silence  Mor3e, 

73 

2 

26 

Old  Age. 

20 

"  24 

Frederick  Greenwood  Keith, 

1 

10 

18 

Lung  Fever. 

The  number  of  Births  recorded  in  this  town  during  the  year 
1866,  was  37. 

AUSTIN  PACKARD,  Town  Clerk. 
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EEPOET 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF  WEST  BRIDGEWATER, 
For  the  School  Year  ending  March  1st,  1867. 


BOARD    OF    SCHOOL   COMMITTEE    FOR    THE  SCHOOL    YEAR  COM- 
MENCING  MARCH,  1866. 


For  One  Year. 

Cyrus  Alger, 
Josiah  Q.  Hart  well, 
Pardon  Copeland. 


For  Two  Years. 

Francis  E.  Howard, 
Joseph  Kingman, 
C.  W.  Richards. 


For  Three  Years. 

Bradford  Packard, 
Jonathan  C.  Keith, 
Simeon  J.  Dunbar. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  BOARD. 

Joseph  Kingman,  Ghairman. 

Simeon  J,  Dunbar,  Secretary  and  Superintendent. 

Local  Committees. — Cochesett  School,  Cyrus  Alger;  Jeru- 
salem, Josiah  Q.Hartwell ;  North  Centre,  Pardon  Copeland ;  Hast, 
Joseph  Kingman;  Centre  and  South,  Bradford  Packard  and 
Francis  E.  Howard ;  North,  Jonathan  C.  Keith ;  Beaver,  C.  W. 
Richards. 
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The  Committee  voted  to  name  the  schools  as  follows : — 
Districts  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  5,  and  8,  respectively,  Cochesett, 
Jerusalem,  North  Centre,  East,  and  North  ;  the  school  es- 
tablished at  the  Union  House,  and  the  one  in  the  southerly  part 
of  the  town,  the  South.  The  limit  of  the  South  school  was 
established  by  vote  of  the  Committee :  it  includes  all  those 
scholars  living  south  and  east  of  a  line  running  from  "  Larken's 
Bridge "  to  the  burying  place  of  the  late  Lewis  Ames.  Those 
scholars  living  in  the  two  houses  east  of  Thomas  Ames's,  belong 
to  this  school. 

Citizens  of  West  Biidgewater ; 

In  performing  my  duties  as  Superintendent,  1  prepared  a 
blank  to  be  filled  by  teachers,  containing  a  number  of  classes, 
number  of  scholars  in  each,  and  average  time  given  to  a  recita- 
tion ;  it  also  contains  a  record  of  the  studies  of  each  class  and 
the  subjects  passed  over.  The  progress  made  or  the  degree  of 
thoroughness  attained,  is  marked  by  the  Superintendent.  This 
blank  also  shows  the  manner  of  discipline,  amount  of  damage 
done  to  school  property ;  certain  statistics  in  regard  to  visits, 
tardiness,  attendance,  &c,  which  appear  in  the  table ; — and,  in 
short,  gives  a  record  of  the  general  working  of  the  school,  and 
suggestions  to  teachers. 

I  have  endeavored  to  perform  my  duties  in  the  examination  of 
teachers  and  the  supervision  of  the  schools,  justly  and  impar- 
tially towards  all,  and  have  exerted  what  influence  I  could,  in 
my  humble  sphere  and  consistent  with  my  responsibility  and 
position,  toward  the  highest  welfare  of  our  public  schools ;  and 
with  the  assistance  of  the  blanks  just  described,  will  lay  before 
you  a  report  of  the  several  schools,  with  remarks  and  sugges- 
tions, a  list  of  punctual  scholars,  financial  report  of  the  schools, 
statistical  table,  and  by  a  special  vote  of  the  School  Committee, 
a  set  of  Regulations,  carefully  prepared  for  the  schools  of  West 
Bridgewater.  Having  burdened  the  town  with  two  rather 
lengthy  reports  which  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  write,  I  shall  endeavor 
this  year  to  be  more  brief ;  and  as  the  management  of  the  new 
system  has  brought  about  new  features  which  cannot  with 
propriety  be  left  out,  that  I  may  not  exceed  proper  limits  the 
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report  of  the  respective  schools  will  be  short, — simply  containing 
facts,  rather  than  the  whys  and  influences  or  causes  and  effects, 
and  many  remarks,  which  might  prove  useful,  upon  the  internal 
management  of  the  schools,  will  be  omitted.  All  facts  pertain- 
ing to  number  of  scholars,  attendance,  visits,  &c.,  will  be  found 
in  the  table. 

COCHESETT. — Grammar  Department. 

Teacher  far  the  year — Mr.  Chas.  H.  Dunbar,  of  this  town. 

The  discipline  was  very  good,  secured  by  firmness  and  deci- 
sion. There  was  a  good  system  of  instruction  and  a  decidedly 
good  degree  of  progress  and  thoroughness.  Under  Mr.  Dunbar's 
administration  there  has  been  a  marked  improvement,  and  the 
school  is  in  a  better  condition  than  at  any  previous  time  since  it 
has  been  under  my  care.  The  school  building  has  ^been  thor- 
oughly repaired  and  painted,  and  has  been  kept  in  good  condition 
during  the  past  term. 

COCHESETT.— Primary  Department. 

Teacher  far  the  year — Miss  Kate  H.  Brett,  of  South  Easton. 

Discipline  secured  by  mild  measures,  and  ordinarily  good. 
Atwater's  System  of  Merits  and  a  call-bell  which  the  teacher 
introduced  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer  term,  added  much 
to  the  order  and  worked  admirably.  I  never  saw  such  an 
improvement  in  a  school  in  so  short  a  time,  as  in  this.  The 
general  usefulness  of  the  school  has  increased  in  the  care  of 
Miss  Brett.  Very  good  attendance  was  secured,  for  a  primary 
school,  only  nine  tardy  marks  during  Winter  term. 

JERUSALEM. 

Summer. — Teacher — Miss  Sybil  Edson,  of  this  town. 

Discipline  was  very  defective.  The  teacher  did  not  commence 
very  firmly  at  first,  but  later  in  the  term  she  took  more  decisive 
measures  and  overcame  many  difficult  circumstances,  but  not 
securing  that  which  she  wished,  by  her  own  desire  she  closed 
three  weeks  before  the  regular  time.  Miss  Edson  was  a  good 
scholar,  and  had  many  good  methods  of  instruction,  but  the 
school  under  these  circumstances  was  net  profitable. 


16 

Winter.-—  Teacher— Miss  Leora  Keith,  of  Bridge  water. 

Discipline  was  very  mild  and  pleasant,  and  a  very  friendly 
disposition  was  manifested  between  teacher  and  pupil,  but  there 
were  a  few  trifling  things  allowed  and  others  omitted,  which 
combined  to  make  the  order,  before  the  close  of  the  school, 
rather  unfavorable  to  its  success.  A  little  more  firmness  and 
more  restraint  upon  whispering  and  unnecessary  movement  and 
noise,  would  have  secured  a  much  better  deportment ;  yet,  to  the 
end,  there  was  nothing  of  a  serious  nature  which  disturbed  the 
school.  Many  good  qualities,  in  regard  to  expedients  and 
methods,  were  evinced  in  teaching,  and  the  progress  in  some 
respects  might  be  called  ordinarily  successful. 

NORTH  CENTRE. 

Summer.— Teacher — Miss  Carrie  Howard,  of  this  town. 

Discipline  and  studiousness  was  secured  by  having  a  reporting 
system  for  the  lessons  and  deportment  of  older  pupils,  and 
merits  for  younger  ones,  and  was  good.  This  was  Miss 
Howard's  second  term  in  this  school,  and  her  influence  and 
methods  of  instruction  secured  excellent  results.  Many  of  the 
classes  were  very  thorough. 

Winter. — Teacher — Miss  Myra  J.  Dexter,  of  Mattapoisett. 

Discipline  not  very  good.  The  teacher  labored  faithfully  for 
good  deportment,  but  there  seemed  not  to  be  a  very  friendly  or 
respectful  disposition  among  the  pupils,  nor  interest  on  their 
part  in  the  school's  welfare  ;  and  the  degree  of  quietness  which 
is  so  necessary  was  not  secured.  In  many  cases  the  lessons  were 
well  learned  and  the  progress  ordinarily  good  ;  in  others  the 
degree  of  thoroughness  necessarily  corresponded  with  the  deport- 
ment. The  teacher,  feeling  dissatisfied  with  her  results  and  the 
circumstances  with  which  she  had  to  contend,  resigned  her  posi- 
tion before  the  expiration  of  the  term. 

The  remainder  of  the  term,  not  yet  closed,  is  being  finished 
by  Miss  Mary  E.  Ryder,  of  this  town.  Miss  Ryder  has  been  a 
very  successful  primary  teacher  in  East  Bridgewater,  but  this  is 
her  first  grammar  or  mixed  school.  From  one  visit  and  another 
short  call,  we  judge  she  has  commenced  well.    Her  manner  of 
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governing  is  tirm,  watchful  and  energetic,  and  thus  far  has 
secured  good  deportment ;  and  her  methods  of  instruction  pre- 
dict good  results. 

OLD  NO.  4. 

Summer. — Teacher — Miss  Irene  Wood,  of  Cochesett. 

This  was  the  smallest  school  in  town.  The  order  was  good, 
and  secured  by  pleasantness  on  the  part  of  both  teacher  and 
pupils.  The  instruction  was  thorough,  and  the  studiousness  and 
progress  were  very  good.  The  general  usefulness  of  the  school 
was  of  a  high  character.  This  school,  under  the  neAV  system, 
has  united  with  that  part  of  No.  7  which  does  not  form  the 
South  School,  to  establish  the  Centre  School  in  the  Union 
House 

OLD  NO.  7. 

Summer. — Teacher — Miss  Lois  A.  Fuller,  of  Hallo  well,  Me. 
This  school  was  six  months  in  length,  and  divided  into  two 
terms.  The  spring  term  was  taught  in  the  old  house,  and  the 
fall  term  in  the  Union  House.  This  is  the  largest  and  most 
mixed  school  under  the  care  of  one  teacher,  (whole  number,  76,) 
and  is  very  difficult  to  govern.  The  discipline  was  not  so  quiet 
and  uniform  as  some,  but  generally  good,  and  secured  a  respect- 
ful and  obedient  disposition  among  the  scholars,  and  was  always 
favorable  to  the  prosperity  of  the  school.  Faculty  of  explana- 
-  tion,  method  of  conducting  recitation,  and  manner  of  teach- 
ing, were  such  as  secured  attention,  interest  and  real  im- 
provement. Miss  Fuller's  success  and  good  reputation  as  a 
teacher  in  this  school  for  the  last  two  years,  as  well  as  in  others 
in  town,  both  public  and  private,  are  so  well  known  that  they 
need  no  commendation.  As  she  has  returned  to  her  native 
State,  we  think  that  we  only  reiterate  the  sentiment  of  the  com- 
munity in  stating  that  the  loss  of  her  influence  in  the  schools 
and  society  of  this  community  will  be  regretted. 

EAST. 

Summer. — Teaclier — Miss  Mary  A.  Thayer,  of  this  town. 
This  school  is  of  a  very  mixed  nature,  both  in  regard  to  age 
and  attainments.    Miss  Thayer  taught  it  last  summer,  and  her 
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services  have  proved  very  successful,  now  as  then  ;  and  as  we 
said  then  we  will  say  now,  only  more  emphatically,  the  order  and 
general  deportment  were  of  the  best  kind  ;  the  interest,  indus- 
try, and  real  thoroughness  of  improvement,  were  of  a  high 
character.  A  reporting  system  was  used  with  large  scholars, 
and  merits  for  small  ones. 

In  this  school,  summer  and  winter,  and  in  Miss  Fuller's  school, 
older  pupils  assisted  the  teacher  in  hearing  smaller  classes ;  but 
these  classes  have  not  been  placed  under  the  entire  charge  of  the 
pupils.  The  recitations  have  alternated  between  pupil  and 
teacher  usually  every  day,  sometimes  every  two  or  three  days, — 
thus  bringing  the  progress  of  each  scholar  under  the  teacher's 
attention.  This  method,  ivell  practised  with  faithful  pupils,  is  an 
advantage  to  the  school,  as  a  whole. 

Winter. — Teacher — Mr.  Simeon  J.  Dunbar,  of  this  town. 

I  am  called,  ex  officio,  again,  as  last  year,  to  report  the  success 
of  my  labors  in  this  school.  As  this  is  a  very  delicate  duty  to 
perform,  and  as  the  school  has  not  yet  closed,  we  will  simply  say 
that  we  are  thankful  for  all  good  co-operating  influences  that 
have  favored  us  thus  far,  and  hope  they  may  all  continue  until 
the  close,  and  our  success  be  as  good  as  our  best  efforts  can  make 
it.  The  teacher  feels  that  he  almost  trespasses  upon  the  privilege 
of  his  school  by  so  frequent  absence  in  attending  to  his  duties  as 
Superintendent. 

CENTRE. 

Winter. — Teachers — Mr.  Heman  Copeland,  Principal,  and 
Miss  Carrie  Howard,  Assistant,  both  of  this  town. 

Heretofore,  only  those  scholars  over  ten  years  old  of  Nos.  4 
and  7,  have  been  admitted  to  this  school  by  a  regulation  of  the 
Union  District ;  but  now,  scholars  of  all  ages  attend,  formerly 
belonging  to  the  two  districts,  who  do  not  go  to  the  South  school. 
This  school,  therefore,  is  of  a  very  mixed  character,  both  in  re- 
gard to  ages  and  classification,  and  its  size,  (70)  together  with 
its  internal  management,  with  two  teachers,  render  it,  in  some 
respects,  not  so  easy  and  satisfactory  to  teach,  as  it  otherwise 
might  be. 

The  discipline  and  deportment  have  been  good  ;  a  very  good 
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degree  of  obedience  and  quietness  was  secured  by  the  sternness 
and  perseverance  of  the  teachers.  Both  teachers  have  labored 
equally  well  for  the  benefit  of  ihe  school,  and  their  success  has 
secured  thoroughness  of  instruction  and  good  progress  in  the 
branches  taught. 

There  is  a  deficiency  noticed  in  this  school  in  general  interest 
and  animation  on  the  part  of  many  pupils.  In  this  respect, 
there  is  not  that  energy  of  action  and  vividness  of  thought  which 
secures  interest  and  attention,  and  moves  the  mind  forward  to 
successful  and  useful  results.  This  school  would  give  many 
more  advantages  to  its  pupils,  if  it  was  graded. 

SOUTH. 

Winter. — Teaclier — Miss  Charlotte  A.  Crafts,  formerly  of 
Lexington. 

This  school  has  been  established  this  term,  in  the  No.  7  school 
house  moved  to  the  southerly  part  of  the  town,  remodeled 
and  newly  furnished  for  this  purpose.  This  building  has  been 
fitted  up  under  the  charge  of  a  special  building  committee, 
and  has  furnished  a  very  pleasant  and  convenient  school-room 
for  the  size  of  the  school  which  now  occupies  it.  The  seats  are 
arranged  for  48  scholars;  the  number  of  scholars  this  winter  has 
been  50;  others  have  attended,  but  not  long  enough  to  be 
scholars.  The  scholars  are  nearly  all  of  a  foreign  element,  yet 
the  attendance  has  been  better  than  at  some  other  schools  in 
town.  The  discipline  is  very  uniform,  decided  and  good,  and 
quietness  and  good  general  deportment  have  been  secured. — 
This  school,  as  a  whole,  is  not  advanced,  but  there  are  many  dili- 
gent pupils,  and  if  it  should  continue  under  as  good  instruction 
as  it  is  now  receiving,  we  think  it  would  produce  a  good  degree 
of  proficiency. 

Miss  Crafts'  instruction  is  very  thorough  indeed,  and  her 
method  of  teaching  secures  industry  and  real  progress  in  the 
minds  of  the  pupils — making  them  use  their  own  faculties  of 
development.  Great  attention  is  given  to  articulation,  correct 
pronunciation,  and  complete  statements  and  answers. 
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NORTH. 

Summer  and  Winter. — Teachers — Miss  Sarah  B.  Packard,  of 
Marshfield. 

This  school  in  attendance  and  deportment  during  the  year,  has 
been  decidedly  the  very  best  in  town.  As  a  fact  in  relation  to  the 
interest  in  attendance,  we  will  state  that  this  school  was  taught 
every  school  day  through  the  "great  snow  storm,"  with  a  good 
attendance.  The  teacher  used  a  very  systematic  record  of  lessons 
and  deportment — having  scholars  report  themselves.  Scholars 
were  always  in  a  very  erect  position,  and  at  times,  the  school 
seemed  almost  motionless,  hut  always  very  studious.  Move- 
ments in  and  out  of  the  school-room,  to  and  from  recitations, 
were  very  orderly  and  uniform. 

Words  can  hardly  express  the  quietness  and  deportment  of 
this  school;  it  was  iemarkable.  The  methods  of  teaching  and 
improvement  of  the  school  in  all  respects  correspond  well  with 
the  deportment.  There  were  more  general  exercises  and  expe- 
dients outside  of  the  text  book,  brought  into  the  instruction  of 
this  school,  than  in  any  other  in  town  ; — such  as  compositions, 
map  drawing,  speaking,  and  various  forms  of  recitations.  A 
very  pleasant  and  obedient  disposition  was  always  manifested, 
and  the  general  willingness  and  submission  of  the  scholars  to  do, 
or  even  think  as  the  teacher  requested,  reminds  us  of  the  truth 
of  Paul,  "When  I  am  weak  then  I  am  strong."  There  are 
scholars  in  other  schools  more  advanced  than  there  are  in  this. 
At  the  present  time  there  is  a  good  unanimity  of  action  and  in- 
fluence among  the  parents  and  pupils  toward  the  prosperity  of 
this  school. 

BEAVER. 

More  than  two-thirds  of  this  school  belong  to  East  Bridge- 
water  ;  this  year  it  is  under  the  care  of  this  town. 

Summer. — Teachers — Miss  JeanetteC.  Harlow,  of  East  Bridge- 
water,  Principal,  and  Miss  Hannah  Richards,  of  this  town, 
Assistant. 

This  school  is  of  a  very  complicated  character  in  classification, 
degree  of  attainments,  and  disposition  of  scholars,  and  is  diffi- 
cult for  most  females  to  govern  or  teach.    The  teacher  worked 
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earnestly,  and  in  her  efforts  was  watchful  and  persevering,  and 
secured,  in  many  cases,  ordinary  quietness  and  deportment. — 
Discipline  and  general  conduct,  and  influence  of  the  girls,  were 
very  good ;  but  on  the  other  side  of  the  house,  among  the  older 
ones,  there  was  not  that  degree  of  obedience  and  respect  towards 
the  teacher  which  was  necessary  to  make  her  labor  pleasant  and 
improving  in  all  respects.  Nevertheless  the  discipline  was  or- 
dinarily fair  for  so  large  a  school ;  Miss  Harlow  had  many  good 
qualities  of  teaching,  was  faithful  in  her  duty,  and  her  success 
with  many  pupils  was  marked  by  improvement. 

The  Assistant  had  been  formerly  a  member  of  this  school,  and 
had  never  tauffht  before.  Scholars  recited  to  her  in  the  lower 
room.  She  was  much  devoted  to  her  work,  faithful  in  her  ser- 
vices, and,  for  her  first  term  of  teaching,  secured  good  results. 

Winter. — Teacher — Mr.  George  J.  Cummings,  of  North 
Groton,  N.  H.,  a  member  of  the  Sophomore  class  in  Dartmouth 
College,  and  a  person  of  rare  qualities  and  excellent  methods  of 
teaching. 

Discipline  was  positive,  pleasant,  and  very  good  ;  for  a  school 
of  so  mixed  a  nature,  at  times,  it  was  very  still,  and  industry 
and  respectfulness  always  pervaded  the  school.  Tact  in  governing 
and  methods  of  interesting  the  pupils,  secured  a  good  degree  of 
enthusiasm  in  study  and  attendance.  The  instruction  was  well 
adapted  to  secure  thoroughness,  and  produced  excellent  results 
and  improvement.  Mr.  Cummings'  services  raised  this  school  to 
a  higher  position  than  it  has  occupied  for  the  last  three  years, 
since  I  have  been  on  the  committee.  Older  pupils  took  the  place 
of  an  Assistant  this  winter.  The  full  advantages  of  this  school 
cannot  be  received  until  it  is  graded. 


NAMES  OF  SCHOLARS  WHO  HAVE  BEEN  PERFECT 
]N  ATTENDANCE. 


Cochesett. — Grammar  Department. 

SUMMER. 


Cora  Alger, 

Loraine  Alger, 

Cora  Alger, 

Louise  Jennings, 
*Addie  Jennings, 
♦Alice  Tisdale, 
♦Sarah  Vosinus, 


WINTER. 


Addie  Jennings. 


Julia  Lothrop, 
Charlie  Tisdale, 
Henry  Sullivan, 
♦Horace  Vosmus, 
♦Walter  Brown, 
♦Adella  Brown. 


Primary  Department 

SUMMER. 


Sarah  Vosinus, 
Julia  Lothrop, 
Sarah  J.  Alger, 
Katie  V.  Shaw, 
Warren  Jennings, 

Fanny  Rounds, 
Hattie  Pratt. 
Percy  Peckham, 
Warren  Jennings, 
♦Charles  Sullivan, 


WINTER. 


♦Lizzie  Tisdale, 
Fanny  J.  Rounds, 
Horace  Vosnius, 

♦Fanny  Vosmus, 

♦Hattie  Pratt. 

Nellie  Peckham, 
Lizzie  Tisdale, 
Alton  Peckham, 
David  Ames, 
♦Frank  Tisdale. 


Jerusalem. 
Summer. 

Mary  Sullivan,  Rosanna  Lineham, 

Hannah  Lineham,  ♦Jonas  Hartwell, 

♦Minerva  Hartwell. 
winter. 

Charles  H.  Egan.  Willie  M.  Egan, 

Milton  Howard. 

North  Centre, 
summer. — None. 

WINTER. 

John  T.  Wade,  ♦Horace  Packard, 

♦  Miles  Leavitt. 
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Old  No.  4. 

Susie  W.  Dunbar, 
*Cora  Woodward, 
^Charlie  H.  Morey, 

East  .—summer. 


SUMMER. 

*Minnie  Howard, 
*Rhoda  Rico, 
*Hattie  Packard. 


Mary  E.  Hayward, 
Mary  J.  Perry, 
*Ernest  Thayer, 

Lydia  Anna  Ryder, 
George  Beals, 
George  A.  Dunbar, 


WINTER. 


Julius  Hayward, 
R.  Warren  Thayer, 
Ida  F.  Vosmus. 

Horace  M.  Caldwell, 
♦Chester  Thayer, 
*Ernest  Thayer. 


Beaver  . — summer. 
Myron  E.  Hayward,  Barty  Doody, 

H.  Galen  Richards, 


Agnes  H.  Littlefield, 


WINTER. 


Mary  A.  Doody, 
Agnes  H.  Littlefield, 
Fanny  I.  Leach, 
Mary  M.  Thresher, 
Hiram  C.  Curtis, 
John  Doody, 
Zenas  A.  Jenkins, 
Daniel  E.  Littlefield, 

Old  No.  7 
Lizzie  A.  Dunbar, 
Fred.  Leonard, 
Mary  S.  Perkins, 
Gertie  Freeman, 


Frank  R.  Littlefield, 
Forrest  N.  Willis, 
Lottie  K.  Richards, 
Bradford  Allen, 
Barty  Doody, 
Myron  E.  Hayward, 
Rufus  A.  Littlefield, 
Eddie  Welch. 


*Ora  Packard, 
Mary  E.  Dunbar, 
Samuel  Reed, 
Josie  Freeman, 


*Eddy  Dunbar. 


North.- 
Irene  A.  Edgecomb, 
Amanda  Perkins, 
Lizzie  Packard, 
Annie  Perkins, 


•SUMMER. 

Abbie  T.  Bacon, 
Abbie  Eld  ridge, 
Lizzie  Eldridge, 
Wallace  Keith, 
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B.  Edgar  Perkins, 
*Jane  Howard, 
*Elora  Packard, 
*Eddie  Keith, 
*Eliza  Geary, 
*Eliza  Bacon, 


WINTER. 


Irene  A.  Edgecomb, 
Annie  Perkins, 
Warren  Keith, 
Pardon  K.  Bacon, 
*Abbie  Bacon, 

*  Annie  Clark, 

*  Horace  Keith, 

South  . — w 

*John  Murphy, 
*John  Condon, 

Centre.— 


Pardon  H.  Bacon, 
*  Warren  Keith, 
*Hattic  Geary, 
*Marianna  Hay  ward, 
*Josie  Keith, 
*Mabel  Packard. 

Amanda  Perkins, 
Josiah  Perkins, 
Edgar  Perkins, 

*Emma  Millet, 

^Lizzie  Packard, 

*Jane  Howard, 

*Eddie  Keith. 

INTER. 

*-John  Brottomer, 
*George  Frye. 
■None. 


NAMES  OF  SCHOLARS  WHO  HAVE  RECEIVED  THE 
GREATEST  NUMBER  OF  MERITS  IN  COCHESETT 
PRIMARY. 


SUMMER. 


Lizzie  Tisdale, 
Edith  Howard, 


Katie  Shaw, 


Fannie  Yosmus. 
Sarah  Yosmus, 


Sarah  Alger. 

"WINTER. 


Freddie  Shaw, 


Sarah  Alger 


Fanny  Rounds,  of  this  school,  has  not  been  tardy  nor  absent 
for  five  terms,  and  Warren  Jennings  has  been  absent  but  two 
days  for  three  years,  and  has  never  been  tardy  during  the  time. 


Note. — Those  scholars  whose  names  are  marked  thus,  (*)  have  been  absent  or 
tardy  but  a  very  few  times,  on  account  of  bad  weather,  necessity,  or  sickness. 


FINANCIAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 


Amount  paid  by  local  committees  for  repairs,  fuel,  care  of 
school-houses,  and  incidental  expenses : 

COCHESETT. 

General  repairs  and  painting  inside  and  out  of  the 


whole  building,  by  a  special  vote  of  the  town,  $258  45 

Wood,  sawing,  splitting,  and  carrying  in,  36  12 

Ink,  crayons,  and  erasers,  5  43 

Making  fires  and  care  of  both  school-rooms,  7  50 


Total,  $307  50 

JERUSALEM. 

Repairs  on  building,  $6  58 

Wood,  cutting  and  getting  in,  12  00 

Crayons  and  funnel,  1  05 

Making  fires  and  care  of  house,                        •  5  00 

Cleaning  house,  2  00 


Total,  26  63 

NORTH  CENTRE. 

2  cords  of  hard  wood,  $15  00 

1  cord  of  pine  wood,  5  00 

Cutting  and  getting  in,  8  00 

Setting  glass,  2  00 

Broom  and  box  of  crayons,  70 


Total,  #30  70 

EAST. 

Cleaning  house,  $2  00 

Bucket,  dipper  and  crayons,  1  00 

Wood,  (nearly  a  cord  left,)  23  70 

Cutting,  splitting  and  packing,  7  58 

Making  fires  and  care  of  house,  5  00 


Total,  $39  28 

CENTRE. 

2f  cords  oak  wood,  21  00 

4 
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1  cord  pine,  5  00 

Cutting  and  carrying  in,  8  75 

Cleaning  house,  4  00 

Making  fires  and  care  of  house,  6  00 

Chair,  dipper  and  hooks,  1  25 

General  repairs  on  building,  18  33 


Total,  $64  33 

SOUTH. 

If-  cords  of  oak  wood,  #14  00 

3£  feet  of  pine,  2  12 

Cutting  and  carrying  in,  4  00 

Three  window  curtains,  2  75 

Brooms,  pail,  eraser  and  pointer,  1  25 

Making  fires  and  care  of  house,  4  00 


Total,  $28  12 

NORTH. 

Wood,  (good  supply  on  hand,)  $11  67 

Cutting  and  splitting,  4  00 

Crayons,  dipper  and  funnel,  1  00 

Cleaning  house,  1  00 


Total,  $17  67 

Expenses  in  the  summer  schools  in  old  Nos.  4  and  7,        $4  87 

Whole  amount  of  expenses  incurred  by  order  of 

local  committees,  $519  10 

For  five  sets  of  Guyot's  wall  maps,  (by  special  vote 

of  the  town,)  72  05 

For  printing  blanks,  revenue  and  postage  stamps, 
stationery,  and  incidental  expenses  of  Commit- 
tee and  Superintendent,  14  80 

For  teaching,  summer  and  winter  terms,  amount 

taken  from  statistical  table,  1,641  66 


Total  for  support  of  schools. 


$2,247  61 
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By  examination  of  the  local  committees'  accounts  we  find  that 
fuel  and  its  preparation  has  cost  $177.94,  and  making  fires  and 
care  of  houses  $27.50,  which  added  to  the  amount  for  teaching, 
makes  $1,847.10.  This  is  $9.55  more  than  $1,837.55 — the 
appropriation  and  school  fund  which  has  formerly  been  used 
according  to  law,  in  paying  teachers,  providing  fuel,  and  taking 
care  of  houses ;  the  repairs  and  incidentals  having  previously- 
been  paid  for  by  the  districts. 

The  Committee  have  endeavored  to  keep  within  the  limits  of 
the  appropriation  for  schools,  and  as  the  expense  for  fuel  is  very 
liable  to  change  more  than  $10.00  from  year  to  year,  the  sup- 
port of  schools  for  the  present  year  has  cost  virtually  no  more 
than  last,  and  there  has  also  been  one  new  school  established  in 
the  south  part  of  the  town,  and  supported  three  months  in  the 
winter.  There  is  a  bill  of  about  $20.00  for  slating  black-boards 
in  the  Jerusalem  and  South  schools,  which  is  not  yet  settled,  but 
is  to  be  paid  in  part  by  the  building  committee  of  the  South 
school.  No  expenses  of  that  committee  have  been  presented  in 
our  account. 

The  compensation  of  the  Superintendent  has  been  $81.00, 
about  $10.00  more  than  last  year.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the 
extra  care  of  Beaver  school  during  the  year,  and  the  South 
school  in  the  winter,  which  were  not  under  his  supervision  last 
year.  The  Superintendent  has  received  nothing  for  attending 
any  Committee  meetings,  but  has  charged  only  as  the  law  directs 
in  the  supervision  of  the  schools ;  and  no  other  member  of  the 
Committee  has  received  any  pay  for  the  time  spent  at  such  meet- 
ings, or  for  visiting  schools. 

Before  concluding  our  financial  duty,  we  would  respectfully 
invite  all  candid  persons  to  examine,  impartially,  carefully  and 
critically,  the  expense  in  the  management  of  our  schools  during 
the  past  year  ;  and  then  ask,  has  there  been  any  mwe  expense 
involved  in  any  way,  or  is  there  likely  to  he,  upon  the  School  Sys- 
tem endeavored  to  be  presented  in  this  report,  than  there  was 
under  the  management  of  the  District  System?  Does  not,  and 
cannot  the  present  system,  with  the  same  expense,  secure  all  the 
favorable  results  that  were  or  could  be  secured  under  the  district 
system  ?    And  has  it  not,  during  the  past  year,  in  some  sections 
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of  the  town,  though  perhaps  not  in  all,  secured  "better  economy 
and  more  uniformity  and  prosperity  than  there  had  been  before, 
and  removed  some  obstacles  to  the  welfare  of  the  schools  ? 
Candid  answers  to  these  questions  will  determine  whether  we 
were  wise  or  unwise  in  changing  our  system. 

The  Committee,  as  has  already  been  stated,  have  endeavored 
not  to  exceed  the  town  appropriation,  and  have  secured,  by  close 
calculation,  sufficient  schooling  to  answer  the  demands  of  the  law. 
They  offer  the  following  estimate  of  expenses  necessary  to  sup- 
port the  schools  for  the  ensuing  year.  At  an  average  of  $6.50 
per  week,  nine  summer  schools  three  months  each,  $692.00 ;  nine 
winter  schools  three  months  each — 7.00  per  week  for  six  females 
and  $10.00  per  week  for  males — $864.00 ;  Beaver  school  for 
the  year,  by  the  scholar,  $90.66 ;  fuel  and  care  of  school-houses, 
$200.00  ;  total,  $1,846.66.  These  wages  and  expenses  are 
about  the  same  as  last  year ;  and  allowing  the  whole  number  of 
scholars  in  town,  and  in  Beaver  District  to  be  the  same,  provided 
the  school  fund  should  be  as  last  year,  the  above  estimate  would 
exceed  the  usual  appropriation,  $1,700.00,  by  $3.11 ;  therefore, 
$1,700.00,  according  to  the  above  computation,  by  strict  econo- 
my will  give  with  the  same  wages  as  last  year,  which  in  some 
cases  were  low,  just  six  months  schooling. 

The  Committee  have  been  thus  careful  in  drawing  these  con- 
clusions, in  order  to  show  that  to  support  the  same  kind  of 
schools  in  the  same  condition,  and  with  the  same  length,  by  the 
town  system,  it  will  cost  no  more  than  by  the  district  system  ; 
and  we  have  also  endeavored  to  show  by  our  financial  report  that 
every  dollar  of  expense  is  accounted  for,  and  very  little  room  is 
left  for  extravagance.  With  these  results,  we  leave  it  to  the 
citizens  of  the  town  to  make  such  appropriations  for  schools  as 
will  be  for  their  interest.  We  would  here  suggest  that  a  few 
weeks  more  of  schooling  would  be  very  beneficial  in  most  parts 
of  the  town ;  and  we  would  also  suggest  that  very  often  a  half 
dollar  or  dollar  per  week  additional  compensation  would  secure 
very  good  teachers,  when  otherwise  their  services  would  be  lost. 
The  Committee,  therefore,  should  not  be  too  closely  limited  in 
this  respect.  In  the  matter  of  prices  there  is  but  little  room  for 
unreasonable  expenditure,  for  the  wages  of  every  teacher  have 
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to  be  lixcd  by  a  vote  of  the  whole  Board  of  Committee,  and  in 
that  board  there  is  much  shrewdness  manifested. 

By  examination  of  the  last  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  Plymouth  County,  of 
twenty-five  towns  West  Bridge  water  enjoys  the  reputation  of 
being-  at  the  foot  of  the  list  in  "  per  centage  of  valuation  appro- 
priated to  public  schools,"  and  next  to  the  foot  in  the  "  sum 
appropriated  to  each  child  between  the  ages  of  live  and  fifteen 
years.'7 

The  Committee  would  ask  appropriation  for  furnishing 
brooms,  pails,  chalk,  setting  glass,  &c,  for  nine  schools — $5.00 
each,  §45.00 ;  and  for  painting  and  repairing,  inside  and  out, 
the  Jerusalem  and  East  school-houses,  $275.00.  Total,  $320.00. 
Something  also  needs  to  be  laid  out  in  fencing  and  fixing  the  lot 
for  the  South  school.  According  to  the  deed  the  town  must  fence 
the  lot.  In  this  connection  we  willl  state  that  we  believe  our 
school-houses,  with  one  exception,  are  not  insured. 

The  painting  and  repairing  of  the  Jerusalem  and  East  school- 
houses  should  not  be  delayed.  The  East  school  house  ought  to 
have  been  painted  last  year ;  the  District,  before  abolished,  had 
voted  to  raise  $200.00  for  that  purpose. 

These  repairs  are  no  more  expenses  of  the  new  system,  than 
the  transfer  of  school  property,  according  to  law,  from  district  to 
town  ;  the  several  taxes  of  the  smaller  corporations  are  simply 
assessed  in  one  tax  on  the  property  of  the  whole  town. 

CONCLUDING  REMARKS  AND  SUGGESTIONS. 

The  Secretary  is  requested  by  the  Committee,  to  state  that  the 
best  interests  of  the  Centre  School  cannot  be  secured,  in  its  pres- 
ent condition  ;  it  should  be  graded,  and  for  that  object  it  needs 
two  rooms,  instead  of  one  for  two  teachers,  with  all  the  necessary 
complications  of  so  large  a  mixed  school.  The  Committee, 
therefore,  recommend  the  town,  at  their  earliest  convenience,  and 
this  spring,  if  possible,  to  appoint  and  instruct  a  committee  to 
provide  two  suitable  rooms  for  this  school,  in  a  way  consistent 
with  the  best  interests  of  the  scholars  and  town.  The  two  dis- 
tricts which  have  formerly  composed  this  school  in  winter  have 
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now  been  permanently  united,  and  the  school  should  be  divided 
into  two  departments — Grammar  and  Primary — without  delay. 

During  the  year,  in  my  general  work  in  the  schools,  and  by 
the  aid  of  the  blanks  before  spoken  of,  there  are  a  few  facts  of 
interest  which  1  will  state.  I  have  kept  a  complete  record  of  all 
the  classes  in  the  different  schools  and  the  progress  and  thorough- 
ness of  each.  I  find  the  largest  number  of  classes  in  any  school 
has  been  28,  and  the  smallest  number  15  ;  largest  average  num- 
ber of  scholars  in  a  class,  0  ;  the  smallest  average,  2  ;  largest 
average  time  given  to  a  class,  18  minutes;  smallest  average,  11 
minutes.  In  taking  the  average  of  all  the  schools,  summer  and 
winter,  we  find  the  average  number  of  classes  in  a  school  to  be 
between  21  and  22  ;  average  number  in  a  class,  between  6  and  7  ; 
average  time  given  to  a  class,  about  1-1  minutes,  exclusive  of 
devotional  exercises  and  recesses. 

An  account  of  all  damages,  and  the  names  of  the  scholars  by 
whom  done,  has  been  kept.  This  record  also  shows  what  have 
been  paid  for  and  what  not.  As  a  whole,  there  have  been  com- 
paratively few  inj  uries  to  school  property  ;  in  some  schools  there 
have  been  none.  The  greatest  amount  of  injuries  during  the 
year  will  be  found  in  the  Centre  school  house,  while  in  Cochesett, 
which  before  has  led  in  this  respect,  the  school  house  has  received 
but  slight  injury  this  winter. 

A  record  in  full  mio'ht  be  given  in  regard  to  the  classification 

and  damages  of  the  several  schools,  but  for  want  of  room  they 

are  omitted.    The  facts  relating  to  classification  show  the  Coni- 
es 

parative  amount  of  labor  to  be  performed  and  the  results  which 
can  be  obtained  in  the  different  schools. 

By  inquiry,  we  find  that  in  all  the  schools  there  are  less  than 
40  dictionaries  of  any  kind  in  the  hands  of  the  pupils, — books 
which  are  essential  to  an  intelligent  teaching  of  reading.  Over 
a  year  ago  we  recommended  to  Baker  &  Williams  to  keep  a  few 
on  hand  for  the  accommodation  of  scholars,  seeing  the  need  and 
believing  they  would  be  purchased  by  pupils ;  but  not  one  of 
these  dictionaries  have  been  called  for.  The  dictionaries  furnish- 
ed on  the  teachers'  desks,  cannot  supply  the  whole  school ;  they 
are  designed  more  especially  for  teachers'  use,  except  in  partic- 
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ulcir  cases ;  therefore  parents  will  not  do  unwisely  in  allowing 
their  children  dictionaries. 

By  a  vote  of  the  town,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee, five  sets  of  Guyot's  wall  maps  have  been  put  into  the  Co- 
chesett,  Jerusalem,  North  and  South  schools,  and  have  been  re- 
ceived with  satisfaction  and  benefit  to  scholars  and  teachers. — 
The  other  schools  are  all  supplied  with  Fowle's  maps,  published 
in  1849,  and  most  of  them  have  a  large  map  of  the  United 
States,  of  a  later  date. 

Many  interesting  and  comparative  facts  with  regard  to  tardy 
marks  and  visits  of  parents  and  guardians,  during  the  term  and 
at  examination,  will  be  found  in  the  table.  There  is  one  thing 
especially,  and  the  object  for  which  we  mainly  kept  this  record, 
which  has  been  noticed, — that  a  true  index  to  the  interest  of 
parents  and  friends  of  the  community  is  not  always  found  in  the 
number  of  their  visits  to  the  school  during  the  term.  We  think 
it  is  more  generally  marked  by  their  attendance  at  the  examina- 
tion, but  the  influence  of  the  parents  and  community  in  general 
is  more  truly  represented  by  the  interest  in  study  and  develop- 
ment of  character  manifested  among  the  pupils. 

During  the  present  term  there  are  16  scholars  at  Bridgewater 
Academy  attending  from  this  town,  at  an  average  cost,  at  least, 
of  $7.00  per  term  for  tuition,  and  including  other  expenses, 
their  schooling  must  cost,  exclusive  of  board  for  those  that  board 
there,  as  much  as  $1.50.  As  many  as  this  have  attended  there 
at  different  times  within  the  past  year,  at  an  equal  expense. — 
There  have  also  been  at  the  Bridgewater  Normal  School,  7  pupils 
from  this  town  ;  one-fourth  of  the  graduating  class  was  from 
here.  This  gives  a  slight  idea  of  school  tuition  which  goes  out 
of  town.  Now  there  are  half  enough  of  these  scholars  to  make 
a  school,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  if  a  school  was  established 
here,  with  some  of  the  privileges  of  an  Academy,  it  wrould  i  r- 
ceive  three  times  this  number.  At  the  Union  or  Centre  House 
School,  there  is  at  present  only  six  months  of  schooling  in  a  year, 
and  a  school  could  be  supported  here  two  terms,  three  months 
each  in  spring  and  fall,  by  a  person  qualified  to  teach  any  branch 
studied  at  the  Academy.  The  extra  expense  now  incurred  in 
sending  scholars  out  of  town,  together  with  the  patronage  of 


those  who  could  attend,  and  cannot  go  away,  and  a  little  encour- 
agement by  the  town,  would  support  such  a  school.  If  scholars 
are  compelled  to  obtain  the  instruction  they  require,  in  other 
places,  their  school  interest  is  not  with,  the  town  in  many  re- 
spects, and  the  general  interest  in  the  welfare  and  support  of  the 
public  schools  consequently  declines  to  a  certain  degree.  Such  a 
thing  as  a  half  public  and  private  school  might  be  established, 
and  pupils  of  other  schools  who  have  attained  a  certain  profi- 
ciency might  be  admitted  by  paying  a  low  tuition,  and  a  small 
appropriation  by  the  town  might  support  it  in  part.  This  would 
establish  a  kind  of  high  school,  if  the  people  were  interested, 
with  little  additional  expanse. 

Last  year,  rather  hastily,  some  thought,  we  voted  ourselves  into 
the  town  system.  But  this  was  not,  as  some  supposed,  a  new 
system  ;  it  was  an  experience  of  some  of  the  best  school  towns  of 
our  Commonwealth,  framed  into  a  system  by  wise  legislation. 
The  interests  of  the  several  schools  are  simply  transferred  to  the 
whole  town,  and  the  welfare  of  all  must  receive  equal  attention, 
and  be  supported  by  the  wealth  of  the  town.  There  have  been 
no  radical  changes,  for  in  our  circumstances  there  could  not  be ; 
but  some  of  its  effects  are  known.  We  have  nine  committee  men, 
and  they  must  of  necessity  be  interested,  and  do  rind  that  they 
must  know  something  about  schools  in  order  to  employ  teachers, 
understandingly,  and  care  for  the  interests  of  the  schools ;  and 
that  interest  has  been  manifested  the  last  year.  For  a  plan  of 
the  town  system  we  refer  you  to  the  regulations  appended,  which 
have  been  carefully  prepared  from  our  observation  and  experi- 
ence of  the  workings  of  this  plan  in  other  towns,  with  adaptation 
to  ours.  The  Superintendent  prepared  these  Regulations  by  vote 
of  the  Committee  and  their  suggestions,  and  submits  them  as 
Regulations  for  the  Public  Schools.  They  may  be  considered 
lengthy,  but  they  arc  simply  an  interpretation  of  the  general 
principles  of  the  school  laws,  and  from  our  careful  observation 
and  supervision  for  the  last  three  years,  are,  in  our  opinion,  what 
we  need  ;  and  it  only  remains  for  the  town  to  do  their  duty  at  town 
meetings,  with  manifest  interest  in  the  schools,  and  for  the 
School  Committee  to  discharge,  faithfully  and  responsibly,  all 
the  duties  devolving  upon  them.     I  will  state,  here,  that  the 
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Committee  have  no  pay,  when  a  Superintendent  is  chosen,  unless 
fixed  by  the  town. 

The  general  success  of  our  schools  the  past  year  has  been  good. 
There  was  only  one  partial  failure  in  summer,  and  two  that  were 
not  very  successful  in  winter.  The  want  of  good  success  was 
caused  mainly  by  poor  discipline.  We  will  state  that  the  dis- 
cipline, with  these  exceptions,  has  been  good  and  generally  se- 
cured by  good  means.  In  all  the  winter  schools  there  were  about 
40  cases  of  corporal  punishment,  and  more  than  half  of  these  were 
in  two  schools.  For  a  guide  in  this  matter  of  punishing  we  will 
refer  to  the  Regulations.  The  teachers  have  been  very  faithful 
and  devoted  to  their  work,  and  their  labors  and  example  have 
conduced  to  the  advancement  of  the  scholars  in  their  studies  and 
the  development  of  correct  principles  and  good  character.  In 
my  work,.  I  have  made  it  my  duty  to  investigate  beyond  the  ap- 
pearances and  surface  of  teaching,  and  have  found  many  thorough 
and  practical  results. 

We  have  before  stated  the  component  influences  which  are  re- 
quired to  make  a  good  school ;  and  we  may  add  two  others  equal- 
ly important, — the  influence  of  the  family  or  society,  together 
with  the  church  or  sabbath  school.  These  combined — the  school, 
family  and  church — constitute  the  grand  influences  which  pro- 
duce intelligence  and  character  in  the  young ;  and  that  their 
influence  may  produce  the  right  results, — in  discouraging  in- 
temperance, profanity,  untruthfulness,  dishonesty,  vulgarity,  and 
all  forms  of  immorality, — and  that  they  may  enhance  the  op- 
posite virtues,  they  need  the  vigilance  and  guidance  of  all  intel- 
ligent and  morally  interested  persons. 

For  the  success  which  has  been  conferred,  and  for  the  good  in- 
fluence the  schools  have  had  upon  principles  of  intelligence, 
morality  and  virtue,  we  would  render  our  thanks  to  a  wise  and 
gracious  Providence,  and  ask  that  we  may  be  led  into  a  more 
perfect  and  practical  understanding  of  sound  principles  of  use- 
fulness, intelligence,  character  and  Christianity. 

SIMEON  J.  DUNBAR,  Superintendent. 
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Approved  by 

JOSEPH  KINGMAN,  Chairman. 
CYRUS  ALGER, 
JOSIAH  Q.  HARTWELL, 
PARDON  COPELAND, 
FRANCIS  E.  HOWARD, 
BRADFORD  PACKARD, 
JONATHAN  C.  KEITH, 
C.  W.  RICHARDS, 
SIMEON  J.  DUNBAR, 
School  Committee  of  West  Bridgewater, 
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REGULATIONS 


OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  AND  OF 
THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  OF  WEST  BRIDGEWATER. 

March  1,  18G7. 


The  Board  of  School  Committee  are  vested,  by  the  laws  of 
the  Commonwealth,  with  the  exclusive  charge  and  administration 
of  all  the  public  schools  in  town.*  All  school  property  is  placed 
in  their  custody.*  The  disbursement  of  all  monies  raised  bythe 
town,  for  the  support  of  schools,  is  committed  to  their  judgment 
and  discretion. f  And  as  they  are  responsible  to  the  citizens  of 
the  town  for  a  faithful  performance  of  their  duties  and  a  judi- 
cious exercise  of  their  powers,  some  prudent  and  practical  Regu- 
lations should  govern  their  action  and  the  management  of  the 
schools. 

Article  1  st. — Spring  Meeting  op  the  Board. 
An  annual  meeting  of  the  Board,  to  be  called  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  previous  year,  at  a  place  designated  by  him,  shall  be 
held  on  Wednesday  evening  following  the  March  election. 

Order  of  Business  for  this  Meeting. 

1st.    To  choose  by  ballot  a  Chairman  for  the  year. 

2nd.   To  choose  by  ballot  a  Secretary  +  for  the  year. 

3rd.  To  choose  by  ballot  a  Superintendent  J  for  the  year,  if 
the  town  authorizes  and  the  Committee  think  it  expedient ;  but 
if  not,  Visiting  Committees  shall  be  appointed  for  the  several 
schools.  If  one  of  the  Board  is  chosen  Superintendent,  the  same 
person  shall  be  the  Secretary. 

4th.  To  appoint  Local  Committees  for  the  year,  for  the  seve- 
ral schools. 

♦General  Statutes,  Chapter  -,  Section  16  and  Section  36. 

fRevised  Statutes,  chapter  23,  Section  32.— 1859,  chapter  250,  Sections  4  and  5. 
X  General  Statutes,  Chapter  38,  Sections  35  and  22. 


:J8 

5th.  To  determine  what  repairs  shall  be  made,  (subject  to  a 
vote  of  the  town,)  on  the  school  houses  and  grounds  during  the 
year;  and  by  whom  and  when  they  shall  be  made ;  and  what 
amount  of  money  shall  be  paid  to  Beaver  School  for  the  year,  for 
the  scholars  of  this  town  who  attend  there. 

6th.  To  determine  the  wants  of  the  several  schools,  or  the 
kind  of  teachers  needed  for  the  summer  term. 

7th.  To  determine  the  wages  of  the  teachers  and  the  length 
of  the  schools  for  the  summer  term. 

8th.  To  make  provisions,  and  appoint  a  time,  for  the  ex- 
amination *  and  approval  *  of  Teachers. 

9th.  To  do  any  other  business  which  may  come  before  the 
meeting. 

Article  2d. — August  Meeting. 

The  Secretary  shall  call  a  meeting,  at  a  place  designated  by 
him,  on  the  evening  of  the  third  Thursday  of  August.  The 
order  of  business  for  this  meeting  shall  commence  and  proceed 
from  the  Sixth  Article  in  the  business  of  the  spring  meeting,  aiid 
have  special  reference  to  the  Winter  Schools. 

Article  3d. — February  Meeting. 

The  Secretary  shall  call  a  meeting  at  a  place  designated  by 
him,  on  some  evening  within  two  weeks  previous  to  the  first  of 
March,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary 
and  Superintendent  all  necessary  statistics  and  suggestions  in 
closing  up  the  business  of  the  school  year,  and  preparing  the 
Annual  School  Report. 

Article  4th. — Duties  of  Chairman  and  Secretary. 

The  Chairman  shall  preside  over  all  meetings,  maintain  an 
observance  of  the  rules  of  the  Board,  and  request  the  Secretary 
to  call  any  special  meeting  whenever  he  may  think  it  necessary. 

The  Secretary  shall  notify  all  meetings  ;  perform  the  ordinary 
duties  of  his  office,  preserve  all  papers  relating  to  the  business  of 
the  Board,  and  prepare  for  the  Annual  Report  an  exhibit  of  the 
financial  condition  of  the  schools, — showing  the  amount  paid  for 
teaching,  and  a  complete  list  of  all  items  of  expense  for  the 
schools  ;  and,  with  the  suggestions  from  the  Local  Committees, 

*  General  Statutes,  Chapter  38,  Section  23. 
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make  an  estimate  of  the  appropriation  necessary  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  ensuing  school  year. 

Article  5th. — Duties  of  the  Local  Committees. 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  local  committees  to  take  charge  of  all 
school  property  assigned  to  their  care,  keep  it  in  proper  repair 
and  good  condition,  keep  the  school-yards  neat  and  orderly,  and 
supply  all  needful  furniture  and  apparatus  ;  to  provide  fuel,  and 
appoint,  with  the  approval  of  the  teachers,  if  necessary,  suitable 
persons  to  take  -care  ot  the  fires  and  school-rooms ;  to  contract 
for  teachers  under  the  direction,  and  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Board  ;*  to  present  to  the  Secretary,  in  writing,  a  list  of  all 
the  bills  of  expense,  with  items,  incurred  at  their  order  during 
the  year ;  to  visit  the  schools  in  their  respective  limits ,  once  at 
least  during  each  term;  and  attend  the  examination  ;  and  to 
prosecute  all  necessary  cases  under  the  following  statute : 

[Gen,  Stat.,  Chap.  161.] 

Sec.  67. — "  Whoever  wilfully  and  maliciously,  or  wantonly 
and.  without  cause,  destroys,  defaces,  mars,  or  injures  any  school- 
house,  church,  or  other  building  erected  or  used  for  the  purpose 
of  education  or  religious  instruction,  or  for  the  general  diffusion 
of  knowledge ;  or  any  of  the  out-buildings,  fences,  walls,  or 
appurtenances  of  such  school-house,  church,  or  other  building, 
or  any  furniture,  apparatus,  or  other  property  belonging  to,  or 
connected  with,  such  school-house,  church,  or  other  building, 
shall  be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  or 
by  imprisonment  in  the  jail  not  exceeding  one  year." 

Article  6th. — Payment  of  Teachers  and  Orders  of  Local 

Committees. 

When  any  teacher  has  "  properly  filled  up,  and  deposited  with 
the  Superintending  Committee,"!  his  or  her  register,  and 
received  a  certificate  to  that  effect,  such  certificate,  with  his  or 
her  bill  approved  by  the  local  committee,  shall  be  deposited  with 
the  Selectmen,  +  who  will  give  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  the 
amount  of  said  bill.    All  bills  of  expenditure  incurred  by  the 

*  General  Statutes,  Chapter  38,  Section  23. 
f  Chapter  40,  Section  13. 

♦  General  Statutes,  Chapter  38,  Section  24. 
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local  committee  shall  be  paid  at  their  order  by  a  draft  from  the 
Selectmen  on  the  Treasurer. 

Article  7th. — Quorum  and  Amendment. 

A  majority  of  the  Board  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the 
transaction  of  any  business ;  and  any  vote  passed  at  any  meeting 
shall  receive  the  sanction  of  a  majority  of  those  present. 

Any  of  these  Regulations  respecting  the  Board  or  the  Schools, 
may  be  amended  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  whole  Board. 

Article  8th. — Commencement  and  Length,  Holidays, 
Visiting  Schools  and  Associations. 

The  Summer  and  Winter  schools  shall  commence  respectively 
on  the  first  Monday  of  May  and  the  first  Monday  after  Thanks- 
giving, and  shall  continue,  at  least,  twelve  weeks,*  and  as 
much  longer  as  the  appropriation  of  the  town  will  carry  them, 
provided  that  all  schools  shall  be  the  same  length.  Teachers 
shall  be  allowed  one  half  day  in  each  term  to  visit  schools  of  the 
town,  and  one  day  in  the  Summer  term  to  attend  the  Plymouth 
County  Teachers'  Association,!  provided  the  time  is  spent  in  no 
other  way. 

There  shall  be  no  school  on  Saturdays,  and  the  follow  ing  holi- 
days shall  be  observed  during  the  year: — Fourth  of  July, 
Christmas,  Washington's  Birthday,  and  all  Thanksgivings  and 
Fasts  appointed  by  the  Executive  of  the  State  or  Nation. 

No  school  shall  be  suspended,  except  as  herein  provided,  with- 
out a  vote  of  the  Board  or  consent  of  the  local  committee. 

Article  9th.— Sessions,  Intermissions,  and  Dismissals. 

Each  daily  session  shall  commence  at  nine  o'clock  and  continue 
six  hours,  with  an  intermission  of  one  hour  and  a  half  in  the 
Summer  and  one  hour  in  the  Winter,  with  a  recess  of  about 
fifteen  minutes  for  each  scholar  in  each  half  day  ; — provided  a 
scholar  does  not  forfeit  his  recess  by  misconduct. 

]n  cases  of  absence  or  tardiness,  each  scholar  shall  furnish  to 
the  teacher,  in  writing  or  otherwise,  a  satisfactory  excuse  for 
being  thus  tardy  or  absent ;  nor  without  such  satisfactory  excuse, 

*  General  Statutes,  Chapter  38,  Section  1. 
t  General  Statutes,  Chapter  'So,  Section  4. 
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from  parent  or  guardian,  shall  any  pupil  be  dismissed  during 
school  hours,  except  in  cases  of  sickness  or  necessity ;  provided, 
nevertheless,  that  whenever  teachers  shall  judge  that  the  welfare 
of  their  pupils  or  the  school  will  thus  be  promoted,  they  may 
dismiss  the  lower  classes  whenever  they  shall  have  finished  all 
their  recitations. 

Cases  of  protracted  absence  or  tardiness  shall  be  reported  to 
the  Superintendent  or  local  committee  *  whose  duty  shall  be  in 
co-operation  with  the  teacher  to  investigate  the  reasons  of  such 
delinquency,  and  endeavor  to  secure  a  better  attendance. 

Article  10 — Discipline,  Suspension,  Morality  and  Virtue. 

Teachers  shall  practice  a  kind  and  judicious,  but  tirm  and 
decided  discipline,  avoiding  all  indiscreet  haste,  and  employing 
corporal  punishment  only  as  a  last  resort ;  and  shall  inflict  no 
blows  upon  the  head,  adopt  no  immoderate  manner,  nor  make 
use  of  any  unreasonable  instrument  in  punishing  which  may  lead 
to  a  permanent  injury  of  the  scholar.  They  shall  keep  a  record 
of  all  cases  of  corporal  punishment,  with  the  scholar's  name, 
nature  of  offense  and  degree  of  punishment,  and  when  difficult 
cases  occur  may  apply  to  the  local  committee  or  Superintendent 
for  counsel  or  assistance. 

Unmanageable  pupils  f  who  are  very  injurious  to  the  school, 
or  those  who  are  suffering  from  a  contagious  disease,  *  as  a  last 
resort  only  for  the  school's  welfare,  may  be  suspended  by  the 
teacher  ;  provided  that  such  case  of  suspension  shall  be  notified 
to  the  parent  or  guardian  and  local  committee  immediately  after 
its  commission,  and  if  ratified  by  the  local  committee  such  pupil 
shall  thus  be  temporarily  suspended  until  the  first  opportunity 
the  Board  +  shall  have  to  act  upon  the  case. 

The  circulation  of  any  books,  papers,  pamphlets  and  adver- 
tisements of  an  immoral  nature  or  derogatory  and  unhealthy  in 
the  influence  upon  the  mind  and  character  of  the  pupils  ;  intoxi- 
cating drinks  and  the  use  of  tobacco  in  any  form  ;  and  vulgar  and 
profane  language  and  licentious  conduct, — shall  not  be  allowed 
in  or  about  the  schools  or  school  premises. 

*  General  Statutes,  Chapter  08,  Section  11. 
t  8  Cush.  160. 

X  23  Pick.,  224  ;  0  Cush.,  198, 
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All  teachers,  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  laws  of  the 
Commonwealth  shall  "exert  their  best  endeavors  to  impress  on 
the  minds  of  children  and  youth  committed  to  their  care  and 
instruction,  the  principles  of  piety  and  justice  and  a  sacred 
regard  to  truth  ;  love  of  their  country,  humanity,  and  universal 
benevolence  ;  sobriety,  industry,  and  frugality  ;  chastity,  moder- 
ation and  temperance ;  and  those  other  virtues  which  are  the 
ornament  of  human  society,  and  the  basis  upon  which  a  republi- 
can constitution  is  founded."* 

Article  11th. — Use  of  School  Property  and  Damages. 

All  school  property  shall  be  used  for  no  other  purposes,  than 
for  school,  except  by  consent  of  the  Board, — provided,  that  in 
any  special  case,  whenever  any  local  committee  deems  it  within 
bounds  of  expediency  and  propriety,  he  may  consent  to  the  use 
of  school  property  committed  to  his  charge  for  other  purposes, 
being  himself  entirely  responsible  for  its  proper  care. 

During  the  school  sessions  the  teachers  shall  be- responsible  for 
the  proper  care  of  all  school  property  committed  to  their  charge ; 
and  they  shall  endeavor  to  ascertain  all  damages  done  by  their 
pupils  and  exact  payment  for  the  same  under  the  direction  of  the 
local  committee  who  shall  take  all  legal  measures  to  require 
amends  for  injuries  done  by  any  persons  and  not  willingly  paid 
for. 

Article  12th. — Duties  of  the  Superintendent. 
The  Superintendent  appointed  by  the  School  Committee  "under 
the  direction  and  control  of  said  committee,  shall  have  the  care 
and  supervision  of  the  schools" — "not  in  his  own  right,  but 
always  as  the  agent  or  servant  of  the  school  committee."!  He 
shall  visit  the  schools  as  the  committee  are  required  by  law,  + 
and  "inquire  into  the  regulations  and  discipline  of  the  schools, 
and  the  habits  and  proficiency  of  the  scholars  therein,"  in  co- 
operation with  the  teachers ;  shall  make  such  suggestions  in 
regard  to  discipline,  classification,  study,  teaching,  and  the  care 
of  school  property  as  he  thinks  will  best  promote  the  welfare  of 

*  General  Statutes,  Chapter  38,  Section  10. 

t  General  Statutes,  Chapter  38  Section  5,   Report  of  Secretary  of  Board  of 

Education  for  1861,  page  108. 
J  General  Statutes,  Chapter  38,  Section  26. 


the  school,  and  have  teachers  meet  together  when  lie  deems  it 
profitable  or  expedient ;  he  "shall  cause  the  register  to  be  faith- 
fully kept,"*  and  prepare  for  the  school  committee  "blank  forms 
of  inquiry,  duly  filled  up,"  to  be  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Education;  shall,  for  the  committee,  "annually  make  a 
detailed  report  f  of  the  condition  of  the  several  public  schools, 
which  report  shall  contain  such  statements  and  suggestions  in 
relation  to  the  schools  as  the  committee  deem  necessary  or  proper 
to  promote  the  interests  thereof shall  make  such  statements 
or  recommendations  to  the  committee  as  in  his  judgment  will 
advance  the  interests  of  the  schools,  and  perform  all  duties  requir- 
ed by  the  Board ;  and  scholars  shall  pass  from  one  grade  of 
school  to  another  under  his  direction,  f 

ln  case  no  Superintendent  is  chosen,  his  duties  shall  be  per- 
formed by  visiting  committee  or  committees  in  connection  with 
the  Secretary. 

Article  13th. — Observance  of  Hegulations,  Co-operation, 
and  Uniformity. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  member  of  the  Board  to  require 
an  observance  of  these  Regulations.  If  (unless  it  be  in  some 
very  special  case,)  a  teacher  wishes  to  depart  from  them,  he  shall 
get  the  consent  of  the  local  committee. 

The  Committee  shall  endeavor  to  secure  a  uniformity  in  the 
length  of  the  schools,  and  as  far  as  possible,  an  equality  in  the 
wages  and  qualifications  of  teachers,  as  adapted  to  the  respective 
schools. 

The  Superintendent  shall  endeavor  to  secure  a  uniform  system 
of  discipline  and  instruction,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  interests 
of  the  schools. 

The  Superintendent,  local  committee  and  teacher,  shall  consult 
together  about  the  schools,  and  give  each  other  such  information 
as  will  enable  them  to  co-operate  towards  their  welfare. 

All  matters  not  herein  specified,  relating  to  the  duties  of  local 
committees,  are  left  to  their  discretion,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Statutes  and  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board ;  and  duties 
not  herein  specified,  relating  to  the  management  of  schools,  are 

*  General  Statutes,  Chapter  40,  Sections  .5  and  G. 

f  Report  of  Secretary  of  B  »ard  of  Education,  for  1861,  page  99. 
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left  to  the  judgment  and  good  sense  of  the  teacher,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Superintendent,  in  conformity  with  the  school 
laws. 

Article  14th. — Text  Books. 
The  following  Text-Books  shall  be  used  in  the  schools  of 
West  Bridgewater ;  and  no  other  books  shall  be  permanently 
introduced,  except  by  unanimous  consent  of  the  Board.*  But  a 
teacher  may  make  temporary  use  of  any  books  or  pamphlets  to 
facilitate  or  improve  the  teaching  of  any  particular  branch  by  con- 
sent of  the  Superintendent,  subject  to  the  Board's  approval.  The 
Committee  shall  make  arrangements  and  provide  suitable  places 
where  pupils  can  obtain  school  books  ;f  and  shall  cause,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Superintendent,  all  scholars  to  be  sufficiently 
supplied  with  school  books  according  to  law.f 

LIST  OF  TEXT  BOOKS. 
Reading. — Bible ;  Sargent's  First  Series ;  Philbrick's  Punctu- 
ation Chart 

Spelling. — The  Progressive  Speller  and  Definer ;  and  Webster's 
Dictionaries. 

Penmanship. — Writing  books  with  copies  in  them  ;  and  Phil- 
brick's  Writing  Chart. 

English  Grammar. — Tower's  First  Lessons,  Common  School. 

Mathematics. — Eaton's  Series  of  Arithmetics,  but  the  Treatise 
or  High  School  to  be  used  in  no  case  until  the  Common  School  is 
completed ;  and  Davie's  Algebra  and  Geometry. 

History. — Quackenbos'  of  the  United  States. 

Physiology. — Cutter's. 

Book-keeping. — Mayhew's. 

N.  B. — A  copy  of  these  Kegulations  shall  be  supplied  to  each 
school,  and  to  each  member  of  the  School  Committee. 

*  General  Statutes.  Chapter  38,  Section  28. 

t  General  Statutes,  Chapter  38,  Sections  29,  30,  31  and  32. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 


The  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  West  Bridgewater  submit  the 
following  Keport,  showing  the  receipts,  expenditures,  and  finan- 
cial condition  of  said  town  for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1868. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  March  1, 1867,  g3,062  20 

Eeceived  on  tax  bills  of  1867,  15,017  83 

From  State  School  Fund,  190  30 

State  Treasury,  corporation  taxes  for 

for  1866  and  1867,  1,046  15 

State  Treasury,  a  part  of  the  aid  to 
soldiers  and  families  in  1865 


and  1866, 

1,800 

00 

bills  due  the  Almshouse, 

111 

62 

a  tax  of  1866, 

2 

61 

loan  of  Monument  Association, 

1,706 

31 

Azel  Howard, 

1,000 

00 

Amasa  Howard, 

500 

00 

F.  E.  Howard, 

70 

00 

Nathan  Copeland, 

500 

00 

F.  Dunbar, 

1,050 

00 

Howard  &  Washburn, 

3,450 

00 

B.  Packard, 

300 

00 

C.  Packard, 

200 

00 

$30,007 

52 

4 


The  amount  paid  by  the  Treasurer  during  the  year  is  as 


follows,  viz : 

Paying  State  Tax,  $5,100  00 

•  County  Tax,  1,121  23 

A.  Leach's  Note  and  interest,  20  23 

C.  H.  Colwell,  interest,  10  20 

A.  T.  Jones,  printing  Keports,  83  48 
"  "  "  '  Blanks,  4  25 
"  "      "        "          "      for  Collector,  7  00 

B.  Howard,  for  use  of  Town  Hall,  75  00 
J.  Howard,  for  Selectmen's  office,  20  00 
Wm.  Prophett,  for  Hearse,  483  50 
For  fitting  up  Room  for  Hearse,  28 . 16 
George  Talbot,  for  work  on  Eoad  in  1861,  23  12 
A.  Copeland,  for  repairing  Guide  Posts,  36  50 
H.  A.  Davis,  for  sealing  Weights  and  Measures 

of  the  Town,            „  8  00 
Flushing  Cornwall,  for  damage  sustained  on 

the  Ozier  Road,  10  00 
Chas.  Perkins,  supplies  to  Almshouse,  481  16 
0.  Ames  &  Sons,  saw  bills  for  1866  and  1867,  56  84 
H.  Howard  &  Co.,  for  neat  stock  (old  bill),  72  50 
S.  L.  Pratt,  for  horse,  carriage  and  harness,  175  00 
'E.  Hancock,  for  services  as  Warden,  at  Alms- 
house, 237  50 

A.  S.  Edson,  for  painting,  &c,  at  Almshouse,  46  47 
J.  Howard,  for  meat  for  Almshouse,  28  70 
Support  of  Poor  out  of  Almshouse,  176  78 
Aid  to  Soldiers  and  their  families,  1440  19 

E.  F.  Howard,  Note  and  interest,  57  54 

B.  Edson,  interest,  18  00 

F.  E.  Howard,  Note,  522  50 
N.  J.  Howard,  interest,  60  00 
Geo.  Copeland,  Notes,  599  15 
F.  Dunbar,  Notes,  854  84 
A.  Howard,  Note,  505  25 
N.  Copeland,  Note,  505  83 
Howard  &  Washburn,  Notes,                        3,479  31 
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54 


Paying  Wm.  Baylies'  heirs,  Note,  1,088  86 

Town  officers,  &c,  468  32 

Abatement  of  taxes  for  1866  and  1867,  68  16 

Otis  Hay  ward,  serving  Collector's  warrant,  2  00 
For  exchange  of  School  Books  by  the  School 

Committee,  101  10 

For  Maps,  Charts,  &c,  by  School  Committee,  15  05 
For  Books  furnished  to   Children  by  School 

Committee,  8 
For  Books  for  Teachers  by  School  Committee,  2 
F.  E.  Howard  for  a  lot  for  Primary  School- 
house  in  Center  District,  80  00 
For  moving  and  repairing  said  house,  769  29 
For  repairing  other  School  Houses,  350  78 
For  support  of  Schools,  2,331  37 
For  Repairs  of  Highways  and  Bridges,  2,628  97 
For  repairing  road-scrapers,  3  25 
For  Blank  Books  and  Stationery,  13  95 
Express  and  postage,  1  20 
Other  items,  8  65 
Six  per  cent,  discount  on  taxes  of  1867,  899  43 


825,189  58 


LIABILITIES  OF  THE  TOWN. 

Outstanding  Notes,  with  interest, 

Of  the  appropriation  of  1867  for  Schools, 

Of  the  appropriation  of  1867  for  Roads, 


ASSETS. 


$8,105  31 
824  44 
302  18 

$9,231  93 


$4,817  94 


Balance  in  the  Treasury, 
Due  from  the  State  for  aid  to  Soldiers  and  their  families,  1 ,853  15 

Balance  against  the  Town, 


$6,671  09 
2,560  84 


$9,231  93 
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SCHOOL  APPKOPKIATIONS. 


Balance  in  the  Treasury,  March  1,  1868,  $965  51 

Appropriation,  1867,  2,000  00 

Keceived  from  the  State  School  Fund,  190  30 


$3,155  81 

Amount  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  2,331  37 


Balance  of  School  money,  $824  44 

CENTRE  DISTRICT. 

Paid  Miss  E.  C.  Crafts,  $90  00 

Miss  F.  C.  Swift,  84  00 

Miss  S.  L.  Howard,  96  00 

Miss  N.  Forman,  90  00 

for  Incidentals,  77  93 


$437  93 

COCHESETT  DISTRICT. 

Paid  Mr.  C.  H.  Dunbar,  $237  00 

Miss  K.  H.  Brett,  $174  00 

Mr.  Jabez  Gould,  8  73 

for  incidentals,  67  50 


$487  23 

JERUSALEM  DISTRICT. 

Paid  Miss  F.  J.  Kandall,  $210  00 

for  incidentals,  32  38 


$342  38 

COPELAND  DISTRICT. 

Paid  Miss  W.  J.  Dexter, 
Miss  M.  E.  Kyder, 
Miss  M.  K.  Hall, 
Miss  L.  L.  Holden, 
for  incidentals, 


$2  40 

27  60 
84  00 
99  80 
22  85 


$236  65 
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NORTH  DISTRICT. 

Paid  Miss  S.  S.  Monroe,  $186  00 

for  incidentals,  29  38 


$215  38 

BEAVER  DISTRICT. 

Paid  Kev.  B.  Sanford,  $107  32 

EAST  DISTRICT. 

Paid  Mr.  S.  J.  Dunbar,  $125  00 

Miss  M.  F.  Thayer  96  00 

for  incidentals,  59  54 


$280  54 


SOUTH  DISTRICT. 

Paid  Miss  F.  E.  Crafts,  $96  00 

Miss  A.  M.  Kandall,  90  00 

Miss  S.  N.  Stackpole,  96  00 

for  incidentals,  37  94 

for  sending  scholars  to  Bridge  water,  4  37 


$323  31 

The  appropriation  for  repairing  School  Houses  was  $1100. 

Paid  F.  E.  Howard,  for  house  lot,  Centre  District,  $80  00 

for  moving  and  fitting  a  house  in  Centre  District,  769  29 

repairs  on  the  large  house  in  Centr.  Oistrict,  4  25 

Cochesett  house,  71  25 

Jerusalem  House,  132  38 

East  District  House,  89  40 

blinds,  &c,  and  fencing  lot,  South  District,  53  50 


Excess  of  payments,  $100.07. 


$1,200  07 
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INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 
The  appropriation  for  Incidental  Expense8  was  $800.00. 


Paid  for  Town  Officers  and  service,  $457  88 

For  blank  books  and  stationery,  13  95 

For  rent  of  Town  Hall,  75  00 

For  rent  of  Selectmen's  office,  20  00 

For  printing,  93  73 

Interest,  ,  497  34 

Abatement  of  taxes,  68  16 
Claim  of  George  Talbot,  for  building  road  in  1861,  23  12 

For  Guide  Posts,  36  50 

For  change  of  school-books  by  Committee,  101  10 

For  school-books  to  children  by       "  10  97 

For  maps  and  charts,  furnished  by  "  15  05 

For  Hearse,.  483  50 

For  fitting  a  room  for  do.,  28  16 

Two  month's  interest  on  do.,  5  83 

F.  Cornwall,  damage  sustained  on  road,  10  00 

Other  items,  33  54 


$1,973  83 

Excess  of  payments,  $1,173.83. 


SUPPORT  OF  THE  POOR. 

The  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  Poor  was  $500.00. 

There  was  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  under  that  head,  $1,- 
155.83  ;  but  there  has  been  a  new  building  erected  and  repairs 
made,  costing  $315.25  ;  a  horse,  wagon  and  harness  bought, 
costing  $175.00 ;  and  an  ox-cart  at  $25.00;  —  making  in  all 
$515.25,  for  which  no  appropriation  was  made.  Leaving  the 
amount  drawn  for  the  immediate  support  of  the  Poor  but 
$640.58  ;  which  exceeds  the  appropriation  $140.58.  The  sum 
of  $176.78  has  been  paid  for  paupers  out  of  the  Almshouse, 
leaving  the  sum  which  has  been  drawn  for  the  direct  support  of 
the  poor  in  the  House,  $468.80. 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Paid  Austin  Packard,  Town  Clerk  services,  &c.  $41  13 

Francis  E.  Howard,  Selectman,  &c.  9  00 

James  Howard,  Selectman,  Assessor,  &c.  131  00 

Caleb  Copeland,  jr.   "          "          "  24  00 

Shepherd  L.  Pratt,    "          "          "  30  25 

Thomas  Pratt,  Constable  service,  3  25 

Simeon  J.  Dunbar,  Superintendent  of  the  schools,  92  00 
Bradford  Packard,  School  Committee  and  expenses,  17  75 

Geo.  M.  Pratt,  Treasurer,  &c.  80  00 

James  Copeland,  service,  10  00 

■    H.  H.  Whitman  and  E.  Tisdale,  Auditors,  4  00 

For  going  with  hearse  and  tolling  bells,  15  50 


8457  88 


ALMSHOUSE. 


Dr. 

Paid  E.  Hancock,  Salary,  $237  50 

For  corn  and  feed,  241  18 

8  1-8  bbls.  flour,  138  52 

Meat  and  fish,  74  30 

Tallow,  4  88 

Groceries,  84  36 

Salt,  6  58 

Clothing  and  dry  goods,  112  42 

Soap,  11  98 

Hay,  18  65 

Pasture,  3  00 

Seeds,  7  58 

Fertilizers,  26  00 

Tools,  8  18 

Ox  cart,  25  00 

Horse,  carriage,  and  harness,                      175  00 

Neat  stock,  72  50 

2 
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Paid  for  use  of  team, 
Furniture, 
Medicines, 
2  years'  saw  bill, 
Work, 
Other  items, 

Repairs,  and  new  building, 
Amount, 

s    Value  of  personal  property,  March  1,  1867, 
Interest  on  the  estate,  as  heretofore, 


Cr. 

By  labor  off  the  farm, 

Warden's  labor  on  new  building, 

Lumber  for  "  " 

Potatoes, 

Butter, 

Cheese, 

Lard, 

Calf, 

Yearling, 

Pork, 

Pigs, 

Chickens  and  eggs, 
Straw, 
Other  items, 
Cash  paid  to  town, 

Amount, 

INVENTORY  OP  STOCK. 


7  J  tons  English  hay, 
3     "  meadow  " 

8  bushels  corn, 
3£    «  rye, 
3i    «  barley, 
25    "  potatoes, 


4  25 
3  68 
6  21 
56  84 
54  42 
10  92 
170  24 


$1,554  20 
1,793  57 
231  81 


$3,579  58 

$112  84 
30  00 

115  00 
46  40 
42  20 
18  41 
14  75 
14  17 
25  00 
34  66 
13  00 
59  71 
7  50 
11  50 

118  62 


$663  76 


137  50 
36  00 
12  00 
6  30 
5  25 
25  00 
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3  pecks  beans, 

J:  7 

3  50 

140  lbs.  bam, 

21  00 

300  "  pork, 

45  00 

200  "  beef, 

26  00 

Tallow, 

5  00 

12  lbs.  candles, 

1  50 

40  "  butter, 

19  20 

72  "  cbeese, 

14  40 

75  "  lard, 

13  50 

Flour  and  groceries, 

13  00 

2  oxen, 

225  00 

4  cows, 

240  00 

1  bull, 

60  00 

2  yearlings, 

40  00 

1  borse, 

100  00 

3  swine, 

40  00 

28  fowls, 

28  00 

Covered  wagon  and  harness, 

50  00 

Furniture  and  farming  tools, 

350  00 

100  loads  of  manure, 

100  00 

81,617  15 

BILLS  DUE  THE  HOUSE. 

From  E.  Hancock, 

28  86 

Dr.  J.  C.  Swan, 

15  26 

Cyrus  Alger, 

2  87 

Columbus  Alger, 

6  46 

the  State, 

18  00 

Almond  Bounds, 

2  00 

Alger  &  Dunbar, 

13  20 

H.  Gr.  O.  Skinner, 

4  50 

A.  N.  Peckbam, 

13  00 

George  Hayward, 

4  17 

other  sources, 

37  00 

8145  32 
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Total  Credit,  $2,426  23 

Balance  against  the  House,  $1,153  35 

Deduct  cost  of  new  building  and  repairs,  $315  25 

"      interest  on  the  estate,  231  81 


$547  06 


The  cost  of  the  Poor  in  the  House  above  the  proceeds  of  the 
Farm  will  appear  to  be  $606.29. 
Number  of  weeks'  board,  284. 
Cost  per  week  for  full  support,  $2. 13+. 
Average  number  in  the  House  during  the  year,  5T6s. 
Number  of  inmates,  Feb.  29th,  5. 


POOR  OUT  OF  THE  ALMSHOUSE. 

Paid  for  conveying  Catharine  Cook  to  State  Almshouse,  $4  00 
Flint  &  Savels,  for  goods  furnished  Sarah  A. 

Pike,  5  00 

G.  M.  Leach,  for  clothing  furnished  Jeptha  Leach,  28  78 
Jonas  Leonard,  for  support  and  funeral  charges  of 

Herbert  Leonard,  30  00 

Howard,  Clark  &  Co.,  for  coffin  for  Redden  Carr,  15  00 
G.  M.  Leach,  for  board  of  Jeptha  Leach,  17  00 

Geo.  Leonard  &  Bro.,  for  goods  furnished  Daniel 

T.  Eaton,  12  00 

Town  of  Randolph,  for  support  of  Abbie  Fadden 

and  children,  85  00 

Town  of  Easton,  for  support  of  A.  A.  Janus,  12  00 

Town  of  North  Bridgewater,  for  support  of  Sarah 

A.  Pike  and  children,  10  00 

D.  Cobb,  for  goods  furnished  S.  A.  Pike  and 

children,  8  00 


$176  78 
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By  the  usual  proceedings,  the  Selectmen  are  called  upon  to 
give  an  estimate  of  the  probable  wants  of  the  Town  for  the  en- 
suing year  ;  and,  in  compliance  with  that  custom,  we  present  the 
following  estimate  of  current  necessary  expenses,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Town ;  excepting  the  appropriation  for  Schools, 
which  we  leave  for  another  body  to  report. ' 

The  actual  debt  of  the  Town  over  and  above  the  cash  assets, 
is  #2,560.84,  being  $694.36  less  than  reported  March  1st,  1867, 
and  which  will  be  reduced  during  the  year,  to  about  82,000, 
without  any  special  appropriation,  we  think.  The  estimate  for 
interest  may  appear  large  for  the  amount  of  debt,  to  one  unac- 
quainted with  the  circumstances ;  but  when  they  consider  that 
the  Town  does  not  receive  from  the  State  the  aid  disbursed 
to  soldiers  and  their  families,  short  of  from  one  and  a  half  to 
three  years  after  paying  it  out ;  and  that  we  are  always  obliged 
to  hire  the  money  to  pay  the  State  and  County  taxes ;  they  can 
perceive  the  necessity. 

ESTIMATE  OF  EXPENSES. 


Support  of  the  Poor,  8800  00 

Kepairing  Koads  and  Bridges,  1,600  00 

Interest,  '      450  00 

Town  Officers  and  Incidental  Expenses,  650  00 

83,500  00 

If  you  add  for  Schpols,  as  last  year,  2,000  00 

We  have  85,500  00 

or  82,400.00  less  than  was  raised  for  similar  objects  last  year. 

JAMES  HOWAKD,  )  Selectmen 

CALEB  COPELAND,  Jr.,  V  of 
SHEPHERD  L.  PRATT,  J  West  Bridgewater. 

March  1st,  1868. 


The  annual  Town  Meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday,  the  23d 
inst,  at  one  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  HIGHWAYS, 


The  appropriation  for  highways  was 
Balance  in  the  Treasury,  March  1,  1867, 

Total, 

Drawn  from  the  Treasury  during  the  year, 
Leaving  now  in  the  Treasury, 


$2,500  00 
380  67 

$2,880  67 
2,628  97 

$251  70 


Of  the  above  appropriation,  about  $1,125.00  had  been  ex- 
pended previously,  for  clearing  the  roads  from  snow  and  repair- 
ing damages  caused  by  a  freshet,  but  not  drawn  from  the  Treas- 
ury ;  leaving  but  $1,755.00  to  work  with.  And  of  that  a  large 
amount  has  been  expended  in  making  extraordinory  repairs  of 
defects  caused  by  the  freshets  of  February  and  July,  1867,  viz : 
On  Scotland  road,  about  $106  00 

The  swamp  road  toward  Raynham,  250  00 

Different  places  in  Jerusalem,  110  00 

In  Cochesett,  about  30  00 

By  the  N.  Alger  bridges,  16  00 

Flaggy  meadow  bridge,  21  00 

Pine  Hill  bridge,  15  00 

Other  places,  about  50  00 

Amounting  to  $598  00 

For  building  the  road  near  S.  N.  Howard's,  $155  00 
For  putting  in  a  culvert  and  raising  the  grade  of  the  . 

road  near  Ames'  Mill,  55  00 

For  scraping  the  roads  and  picking  off  stones,  155  00 

For  cutting  bushes  and  trees  beside  the  roads,  35  00 
For  removing  35  cords  of  stones  from  Bull's  Hole 
Gravel  Hill,  and  trenching,  and  burying  them 
in  the  road  from  Baker  and  Williams'  store 

towards  the  mill,  107  00 

For  carting  gravel,  and  other  small  jobs,  about  385  00 

Estimated  expense  of  clearing  roads  from  snow,  250  00 

For  Superintendent's  services,  40  00 

Total  contracts,  and  estimates  for  snow,  $2,905  00 
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About  $210.00  of  the  contracts  for  work  has  not  been  paid,  the 
work  not  being  finished  ;  and  about  $184.00  for  snow  clearing  has 
been  paid,  which,  if  the  estimate  for  that  purpose  is  correct  will 
leave  unpaid  of  that  estimate,  $66  00 

210  00 

Total  unpaid,  $276  00 

251  70 

Making  a  deficit  in  the  treasury  of  $24  30 

The  putting  the  roads  in  town  under  the  care  of  one  person 
as  Superintendent,  during  the  last  year,  was  an  experi- 
ment. But  our  roads  were  in  a  very  unfavorable  condition  to  show 
the  comparative  operation  of  a  new  system,  or  any  change,  they 
having  been  very  badly  washed  and  gullied,  and  bridges  thrown 
down,  &c. ;  and  whether  more  or  less  has  been  done  under  the 
circumstances,  we  cannot  say. 

Our  town  is  very  jealous  of  proposed  changes,  and  we  well 
know  that  changes  are  not  always  improvements.  Yet,  from  ex- 
perience and  observation  we  are  very  sure  that  a  system  having 
but  one  head,  or  one  body  with  several  members,  that  may 
create  for  itself  a  head,  would  be  more  effective  and  economical 
for  repairing  the  rpads,  than  our  former  system,  some  of  the 
evils  of  which  we  will  point  out,  viz :  Each  district,  being  a  pre- 
cinct by  itself,  has  no  interest  in  common  with  other  parts,  so  far 
as  concerns  repairing  the  roads ;  which  has  often  made  it  neces- 
sary to  spend  the  money  on  sections  of  road  which  needed  re- 
pairs less  than  others  did  ;  and  which  have  been,  sometimes, 
made  poorer  by  having  piles  of  gravel  dumped  upon  them. 
And  then  the  Surveyors  thus  located,  sometimes,  make  their 
sense  of  duty  subordinate  to  private  advantage,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  the  public  funds  are  so  appropriated,  that  under  pretence 
of  doing  public  service,  private  interests  are  subserved.  Also 
putting  for  Surveyors  inexperienced  and  impractical  men,  making 
it  expedient  sometimes  to  undo  what  a  predecessor  attempted  to 
do ;  instances  of  which  can  be  pointed  out  in  this  Town. 
Another  difficulty  is  depending  upon  laborers  who  have  business 
enough  of  their  own. 
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Our  roads  need  improving.  And  the  most  important  point  of 
all,  both  in  economy  and  comfort,  is  the  constant  attention  that 
removes  a  stone  the  day  it  appears  on  the  road,  and  puts  a  shovel- 
ful of  new  material  where  it  is  wanted,  before  a  rain  or  other 
cause  makes  a  cartful  necessary,  instead ;  and  that  will  not  allow 
puddles  of  water  to  remain  in  the  road  longer  than  until  it  is 
possible  to  remove  them.  It  is  well  known  that  a  perfectly  dry 
road,  of  whatever  materials  formed,  provided  the  surface  is 
smooth,  is  a  good  one. 

To  effect  these  objects,  requires  some  force,  more  or  less,  constant- 
ly at  work,  making  these  small  repairs  wherever  defects  appear. 

We  would  therefore  recommend  that  the  town  choose  three 
Surveyors  of  Highways  who  shall  act  as  one  body,  without 
regard  to  locality  and  who  shall  have  the  care  of  the  roads  and 
bridges,  and  repair  them  as  they  think  expedient.  And  that 
they  be  recommended  to  employ  at  least  one  good  man  to  work 
on  the  roads  constantly,  as  an  experiment. 

JAMES  HOWAKD,  Superintendent. 


LIQUOR  AGENCY,  —  A.  Copeland,  Agent 


The  Agent  has  received  for  liquors  sold,  #865  12 

And  has  paid  for  liquors,  $654  07 

Agent's  salary,  75  00 

$729  07 

Cr.    By  stock  on  hand  March  1,  1868,  $84  48 

Cash,  315  00 

$399  48 

Dr.    To  stock  on  hand  March  1,  1867,  $190  10 

Cash,  109  02 

$299  12 

Gain,  $100  36 
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LIST  OF  JURORS, 

PREPARED  BY  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  WEST  BRIDGEWATER  FOR 
THE  YEAR  1868. 


Davis  Alger, 
Samuel  D.  Bartlett, 
Cyrus  P.  Brown, 
James  Copeland, 
Albert  Copeland, 
Edward  Capen, 
Charles  E.  Churchill, 
Barnabas  Dunbar, 
Lucius  Dunbar, 
Martin  Dunbar, 
James  A.  Fobes, 
Perez  P.  Field, 
Lucius  Gurney, 
Josiah  Q.  Hart  well, 
Amasa  Howard, 


George  Hayward, 
James  Howard, 
Friend  W.  Howard, 
John  B.  Holmes, 
Leavitt  T.  Howard, 
Lucius  Hayward, 
Linus  E.  Hayward, 
James  S.  Holmes, 
Cyrus  Leonard, 
Nahum  Packard, 
George  D.  Ryder, 
Ephraim  T.  Snell, 
Erland  Thayer, 
Abiel  Washburn. 
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DEATHS  RECORDED  IN  WEST  BRIDGE  WATER  FOR  THE  YEAR  1867. 


3 
4 

12 

Feb.  1 
7 

M'rch  2 
9 

April  3 
May  5 
11 
13 
28 

June  24 
27 

Julv  17 
Aug.  9 
Oct.  6 
Nov.  2u 
Dec. 
15 
^0 
27 


Charles  Ames, 
Michael  Kelliher, 
Mary  Denehoe, 
David  Bartlett, 
Melvin  0.  Bailey, 
Nicholas  Dunbar, 
Job  Bartlett, 
Benjamin  B.  Howard 
Johannah  Welch, 
\lbert  F.  Turner, 
Freeman  Howard, 
Her beit  Leonard, 
Marian  Caldwell, 
Johanna  M.  Hickey, 
Ellen  A.  Spule, 
George  Pratt, 
Alice  W.  Copeland, 
Caroline  Hersey, 
George  Snow, 
Emma  C.  Hudson, 
Lizzie  Shipman, 
Minnie  W.  Russell, 


3  22 

10  9 
Oj  0 
0|  4 
1  26 
2|  4 
2;  4 

1  1 

6|  0 

10:23 

1  19 

3  24 
929 
101  0 
U  8 

11  23 
9  10 
6  6 

6  8 

7  13 
11  19 

6!  4 


Gravel. 
Consumption. 
Consumption. 
Old  Age. 

Conception  of  Lungs. 

Old  Aue. 

Erysipelas. 

Paraljsis. 

Consumption. 

Accidental  drowning. 

Suicide. 

Consumption. 

Consumption. 

Congestion  of  Brain. 

Consumption. 

Diabetes. 

Cancerous  Tumor. 
Disease  of  Heart. 
Consumption. 
Consumption. 
Disease  of  Heart. 
Cholera  Infantum. 


MARRIAGES  RECORDED  IN  WEST  BRIDGEWATER  IN  THE 
YEAR  1867. 


DATE. 

BRIDEGROOM. 

BRIDE. 

Jan.  27 
March  9 
June  16 
16 

23 

Sept.  22 
Nov.  27 
28 

Dee.  1 

Daniel  Duggan. 
William  H.  f>immons, 
Lewis  Howard, 
Edward  S.  Jacobs, 
Edgar  Billings, 
William  Winship, 
Charles  R  Curtis, 
David  F.  White, 
George  W.  Allen, 

Joanna  Sullivan, 
Martha  C.  Cole, 
Experience  T.  Jacobs, 
Clara  A.  Jacobs, 
Nancy  F.  Packard, 
Mary  Ann  French, 
Lemira  A.  Howard, 
Carrie  E.  Fisher, 
Marv  L.  Howard. 

Notice  of  the  intentions  of  Marriage  between  the  following  persons  has  been 
recorded,  but  no  certificate  of  any  marriage  between  them  has  been 
returned  to  this  town. 


DATE. 


Jan.  19 
March  31 
May  22 
June  3 
Nov,  19 
21 

Dec.  19 


Thomas  Joice  and  Margaret  Murphy. 
Frank  Alger  and  Ellen  Hathaway. 
Edward  K.  French  and  Fanny  M.  Cleverly. 
George  F.  Hayward  and  Genreianna  Bates. 
Lucius  F.  Alden  and  Alice  W.  Harlow. 
William  G.  Field  and  Dorcas  A.  Dunbar. 
William  B.  Ames  and  Annie  C.  Maxfield. 


The  number  of  Births  recorded  in  this  town  during  the  year  1867T 
is  forty-two. 

AUSTIN  PACKARD,  Town  Clerk, 


REPORT 


OP  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF 


WEST   BRIDGEW  ATER, 


FOR  THE 


SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING 


MARCH  1,  1868. 


Board  of  School  Committee  for  the  School    Year  commencing 
MARCH  1,  1867. 


FOR  ONE  YEAR  :  FOR  TWO  YEARS  : 

Francis  E.  Howard,  Jonathan  C.  Keith, 

Joseph  Kingman,  Simeon  J.  Dunbar, 

C.  W.  Richards.  Bradford  Packard. 

FOR  THREE  YEARS: 

Cyrus  Alger, 
Lewis  G.  Howard, 
Davis  Copeland. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  BOARD. 

Joseph  Kingman,  Chairman. 

Simeon  J.  Dunbar,  Secretary. 
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LOCAL  COMMITTEES. 

The  two  Cochesett  Schools,  Cyrus  Alger. 
The  two  Center  Schools  and  the  South  School,  Francis  E. 
Howard  and  Bradford  Packard. 
North  Center,  Davis  Copeland. 
North,  Jonathan  C.  Keith. 
Jerusalem,  Lewis  G.  Howard. 
East,  Joseph  Kingman. 

By  authority  conferred  by  a  vote  of  the  town,  the  Committee 
re-elected  Simeon  J.  Dunbar  Superintendent  of  the  schools  for 
the  year. 

Under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  Committee,  in  confor- 
mity with  the  requirements  of  law,  and  in  compliance  with  duty, 
I  assumed  and  have  fulfilled  the  responsibilities  incumbent  upon 
me,  and  herewith  for  the  fourth  time  present  a  report  of  the 
School  Committee. 

CENTRE  SCHOOL. 

The  scholars  formerly  of  Districts  No.  4  and  7,  except  those 
who  attend  at  the  South  school,  were  united  in  the  Centre  school 
at  the  commencement  of  the  summer  term,  and  divided  into  Pri- 
mary and  Grammar  departments.  The  whole  number  of  schol- 
ars in  both  departments,  in  summer  68,  in  winter  84,  —  amply 
enough  for  two  departments. 

Although  this  school  assumes  the  name  of  a  graded  one,  yet 
owing  to  the  great  variety  of  classes,  different  degrees  of  attain- 
ment, and  its  recent  formation,  it  is  not  in  that  state  of  grada- 
tion which  secures  the  benefits  of  the  graded  system  as  generally 
intended. 

Grammar  Department. 
Summer,  —  Teacher,  Miss  Flora  C.  Swift,  of  Bridgewater. 


• 
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This  being  Miss  Swift's  first  term  of  teaching  we  did  not  de- 
rive that  advantage  of  previous  experience  which  lends  much  to- 
wards success  ;  yet  she  showed  many  good  methods  and  designs 
in  her  labors.  ^The  discipline  was  partially  secured  by  a  system 
of  checking  for  lessons  and  deportment ;  it  was  mild  and  created 
a  mutual  pleasantness  between  teacher  and  pupils,  but  not  that 
degree  of  quietness  and  promptness  which  would  have  been  bet- 
ter. The  methods  of  instruction  and  forms  of  explanation 
were  intended  to  secure  good  results,  }Tet  thorough  progress  in 
some  cases  was  not  so  distinctly  marked  as  it  would  have  been 
with  a  firmer  discipline  and  more  definiteness  in  the  work  of  the 
school. 

Winter.  —  Teacher,  Miss  S.  'Lizzie  Howard,  of  Easton. 

The  composition  of  this  school,  more  especially  on  the  boys' 
side,  presents  so  much  of  this  independent  precocity,  or  perhaps 
we  might  say  premature  manliness,  or  a  kind  of  individual,  sel- 
fish idea  of  privilege  and  unrestrained  freedom  —  manifested  in 
a  way  very  unpleasant  to  the  teacher  and  unfavorable  to  the  well- 
being  of  the  school  —  that  it  demands  the  decided  influence  of  a 
good  male  teacher  to  guarantee  implicit  obedience,  and  command 
prop**  respect  to  the  rightful  authority  of  the  school ;  and  such 
a  teacher  should  be  possessed,  not  only  with  the  requisite  author- 
ity and  right  disposition  and  proper  motive  to  .govern  well,  but 
should  show  to  the  pupils  in  his  very  word  and  action  the  posi- 
tiveness  of  his  intention  and  reasonableness  of  his  request ;  also 
the  undoubted  ability  to  compel,  if  need  be,  a  prompt  and  faith- 
ful compliance  with  all  just  requirements  pertaining  to  the  indi- 
vidual welfare  of  the  pupils  or  the  general  success  of  the  school. 
It  may  seem  that  these  remarks  are  tending  towards  extreme  reg- 
ulations, and  perhaps  excessive  corporeal  punishment,  but  that 
is  not  the  intention.  Without  extending  them  at  present,  we 
will  defer  this  subject,  and  perhaps  resume  it  in  our  concluding 
remarks. 

This  school  is  quite  large  and  contains  many  advanced  schol- 
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ars.  As  is  implied  from  the  preceding  remarks,  the  conduct  on 
one  side  of  the  house  was  not  what  it  should  have  been,  but  still 
we  should  do  great  injustice  to  the  general  character  of  the 
school  if  we  did  not  say  that  the  willing  obedience  and  faithful 
industry  of  the  older  girls  did  much  by  active  co-operation  with 
the  teacher  towards  the  success  of  the  school.  With  these  con- 
ditions, the  general  deportment  and  studiousness  were  not  of  a 
high  order. 

The  teacher  had  decidedly  good  qualifications,  and  her  meth- 
ods of  teaching,  in  mathematics  especially,  were  clear,  logical, 
and  thorough,  and  in  this  study  she  had  many  good  classes  ;  es- 
pecially the  first  class  in  arithmetic,  which  is  the  best  class  in 
this  branch  in  town.  The  reading  and  other  studies  were  not  of 
so  high  a  character,  but  the  general*  proficiency  of  the  school 
was  better  than  the  discipline.  The  entire  term  the  teacher  la- 
bored with  high  endeavors  and  patient  efforts  for  the  welfare  of 
her  pupils,  and  with  the  unpleasant  circumstances  connected 
with  the  discipline,  deserves  credit  for  the  success  with  which 
she  closed  her  labors. 

Primary  Department. 

Summer.  —  Teacher,  Miss  Emily  C.  Crafts. 

This  department  occupies  the  school-house  formerly  of  Dis- 
trict No.  4,  which  has  been  moved  near  the  Grammar  depart- 
ment in  the  Union  house.  The  discipline  was  excellent.  It 
was  always  remarkably  quiet,  and  there  was  an  entire  unanimity 
of  action,  and  prompt  obedience.  It  is  very  seldom  that  we  find 
a  school  too  strict  in  discipline,  but  for  a  school  of  this  grade 
we  think  were  too  many  strict  regulations,  and  somewhat  unrea- 
sonable requirements  which  were  not  necessary  to  produce  good 
deportment  with  so  young  scholars.  Among  the  many  excellent 
points  of  this  school,  a  less  rigid  and  more  mild,  but  not  less 
positive  method  of  governing  would  have  greatly  increased  the 
pleasant  influence  and  cheerful  feeling  among  the  children,  and 
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also  added  to  the  usefulness  of  the  school.  The  exactness  as 
seen  in  discipline  was  manifested  throughout  the  work  of  the 
school,  and  in  certain  cases  may  have  been  too  sharp  —  expect- 
ing too  much  —  for  so  young  minds,  but  still  in  others  it  wrought 
some  of  the  best  results. 

The  method  of  teaching  reading,  and  the  result  produced  in 
this  line,  was  superior  in  many  respects.  No  scholars  in  our 
schools  are  so  careful  of  punctuation,  or  distinct  in  articulation. 

One  of  the  chief  points  of  instruction  was  the. correct  use  of 
language,  and  the  pupils  spoke  pieces  and  recited  poetry  with 
much  profit. 

Winter.  —  Teacher,  Miss  Nellie  Forman,  of  this  town. 

This  was  Miss  Forman's  first  term  in  a  school  of  this  kind, 
although  she  had  received  some  professional  education  in  the 
Normal  school  in  the  town  of  Normal,  Illinois,  from  which  she 
graduated.  She  had  also  taught  in  the  model  school  connected 
with  that  institution.  The  experience  received  in  that  training 
school  certainly  had  its  marked  effect  upon  her  teaching,  for  she 
seemed  to  commence  in  the  work  of  the  school  with  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  the  duty  before  her,  and  apparently  like  an  experienced 
hand. 

The  discipline  was  mild,  positive,  and  uniform,  and  secured 
cheerful  obedience  and  most  pleasant  relations  in  the  work  of  the 
school.  At  water's  school  government  —  a  plan  of  merits  on 
the  banking  system  —  was  used  with  much  success.  Certain 
privileges  as  rewards  for  good  lessons-and  conduct  were  allowed 
to  deserving  pupils  :  as  drawing  and  printing  words  on  the  board. 
Printing  and  writing  words  and  spelling  lessons  upon  the  black- 
board wTas  a  regular  and  daily  exercise  with  the  school,  and 
many  times  could  be  seen  columns  of  neatly  printed  words  with 
the  pupils'  names  printed  under  them,  and  a  number  placed  over 
them  by  the  teacher,  indicating  the  rank  of  the  lesson  or  the 
number  missed. 
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Singing,  and  speaking  pieces  were  taught  with  pleasing  and 
useful  results.  The  instruction  was  expedient  and  thorough, 
and  directed  towards  some  definite  purpose  and  end,  and  the 
real  usefulness  of  the  school  was  highly  satisfactory. 

COCHESETT  SCHOOLS. 

Teachers  —  Summer  and  Winter  —  Grammar  Department. 
Mr.  Charles  H.  Dunbar  of  this  town  :  Primary  Department.  Miss 
Kate  H.  Brett,  of  South  Easton. 

No  lengthy  remarks  are  necessary  to  give  the  known  condi- 
tion and  continued  prosperity  of  these  schools.  Nothing  can  re- 
port more  favorably  to  their  success  than  the  fact  that  the  teach- 
ers have  been  re-employed,  with  increased  compensation,  for  sev- 
eral terms. 

In  the  Grammar  department  Mr.  Dunbar  has  been  steadily 
and  decidedly  progressing.  His  discipline  has  been  very  good, 
commanding  respect  and  prompt  compliance  with  the  regulations 
of  the  school,  and  his  oversight  in  the  care  of  the  building  shows 
a  smaller  amount  of  damage  than  has  occurred  for  some  time. 
The  work  of  the  school  for  the  year,  like  that  of  the  previous 
one,  has  been  one  of  marked  success. 

Miss  Brett  has  continued  fo?the  third  year  in  her  quiet  and 
pleasant  way  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  faithful  teacher  in  her 
school.  Atwater's  merits  were  used  with  success.  The  school 
was  governed  with  much  mildness,  and  the  discipline  was  gene- 
rally favorable  to  success :  still  in  some  respects  it  was  not  as 
perfect  as  some.  The  real  studiousness  and  improvement  of  the 
school  was  of  a  little  more  than  the  ordinary  character. 

NORTH  CENTRE. 

Summer.  —  Teacher,  Miss  M.  Katie  Hall,  of  Cohasset. 
The  discipline  and  general  deportment  were  very  good,  secur- 
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ed  by  a  willing  and  prompt  obedience  and  co-operation  of  the 
pupils,  with  the  cheerful  influence  and  positive  requirements  of 
the  teacher.  The  industry  and  progress  of  the  school  corres- 
ponded with  the  deportment. 

Besides  the  regular  exercises  of  the  school,  compositions 
were  written  and  pieces  spoken,  and  other  useful  exercises  inter- 
spersed. 

The  examination  was  very  good  and  showed  thorough  pro- 
gress and  a  profitable  term. 

Winter.  — Teacher,  Miss  Lucy  L.  Holden,  of  Concord,  N.  H.. 
a  graduate  of  Salem  Normal  school. 

Remarks  of  the  summer  term  are  applicable  to  this.  The 
teacher  brought  with  her  a  full  acquaintance  with  her  work,  and 
with  the  willing  co-operative  efforts  of  the  pupils,  and  acquies- 
ence,  if  not  co-operation  of  parents,  taught  a  good  school. 
Compositions,  select  reading  and  speaking  were  introduced  with 
interest  and  profit. 

NORTH. 

Teacher  —  Summer  and  Winter  —  Miss  Sarah  L.  Munroe. 

The  previous  year  this  school  enjoyed  an  unusual  degree  of 
success,  and  no  doubt  both  pupils  and  parents  were  anxious  to 
receive  a  similar  benefit  this  year.  The  Committee  are  glad  to 
sajr  that  they  did  not  disappoint  them  in  fortunately  securing  the 
services  of  Miss  Munroe.  The  discipline  has  been  excellent, 
instruction  thorough,  advancement  good,  and  the  relation  be- 
tween teacher  and  scholars  pleasant.  Another  very  successful 
school  year  has  been  closed. 

"  SOUTH. 

Summer.  —  Teacher,  Miss  Annie  M.  Randall,  of  South 
Easton. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  term  more  scholars  were  in  at- 
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tendance  than  could  be  seated.  The  house  seats  forty-eight,  and 
at  one  time  the  whole  number  of  names  was  sixty- one.  It  was 
necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  school  to  transfer  some  of  the 
pupils  to  the  Centre  schools,  the  size  of  these  schools  kud  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  buildings  being  favorable  for  their  reception. 
The  scholars  are  mostly  of  a  foreign  element,  and  being  compos- 
ed of  such  a  variety  of  pupils  it  is  not  so  agreeable  and  easy  for 
the  teacher  to  bring  them  to  her  standard  of  government,  and  se- 
cure that  uniform  quietness  and  degree  of  improvement  which 
she  so  perseveringly  labored  for  and  most  earnestly  desired.  Al- 
though the  school  did  not  have  that  degree  of  order  and  studi- 
ousness  necessary  to  its  prosperity,  still  with  the  earnest  ef- 
forts and  high  qualifications  of  the  teacher,  it  reached  a  partial 
degree  of  success. 

Winter.  —  Teacher,  Miss  Sylvia  N.  Stackpole,  of  Maine. 

Most  that  is  said  in  regard  to  the  summer  term  can  be  appro- 
priately applied  to  this.  The  discipline,  instruction,  and  general 
work  of  teaching  were  not  so  definite  and  systematic  as  is  most 
essential  to  the  real  progress  of  a  school  of  this  size  and  charac- 
ter. During  the  first  few  weeks  the  order  was  in  a  poor  condi- 
tion, but  by  a  more  decisive  and  careful  action  of  the  teacher, 
and  introduction  of  At  water's  merits,  the  general  character  of 
the  school  was  improved  towards  the  close  of  the  term. 

JERUSALEM. 

Teacher  —  Summer  and  Winter  —  F.  Josephine  Randall, 
of  South  Easton. 

Miss  Randall  had  been  a  teacher  of  considerable  experience 
and  marked  suqcess,  and  the  benefit  of  her  labors  have  been 
heartily  appreciated,  and  have  proved  highly  beneficial  in  the 
work  of  school  education.  The  discipline  was  firm,  active  and 
pleasant,  securing  prompt  and  respectful  obedience  and  faithful 
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industry.  A  reporting  system  was  used  for  the  older  pupils  and 
merits  for  the  smaller  ones.  The  methods  and  sj^stem  of  teach- 
ing and  proficiency  favorably  compared  with  deportment,  and  the 
progress  and  general  usefulness  of  the  school  was  decidedly  of  a 
high  character. 

At  the  examination  it  was  the  teacher's  wish  that  some  of  the 
older  pupils  might  read  compositions  which  they  had  written  du- 
ring the  term  ;  but  they  seemed  rather  unwilling  to  risk  their  con- 
fidence on  such  a  public  exhibition,  and  the  teacher  decided  not 
to  have  them  read.  At  three  of  our  best  examinations,  the  read- 
ing of  compositions  and  speaking  pieces  were  interspersed  with 
the  other  exercises,  and  added  much  to  the  profit  and  interest  of 
the  occasion. 

We  hope  that  if  these  scholars  should  be  requested  to  take 
part  in  such  exercise  at  any  examination,  they  will  willingly 
comply  with  the  request,  which  will  not  only  prove  profitable  and 
interesting,  but  will  show  a  very  useful  feature  of  the  school, 
and  an  essential  element  of  one  part  of  education.  A  number 
of  the  schools  have  taken  these  exercises  during  the  term  with 
much  profit  and  success. 

EAST. 

Summer.  —  Teacher,  Miss  Mary  A.  Thayer  of  this  town. 

This  school  contains  the  largest  number  of  scholars  under 
one  teacher  in  town. 

Miss  Thayer  has  taught  it  for  three  successive  summers  with 
a  high  degree  of  success.  Any  lengthy  words  of  ours  are  not 
only  unnecessary  but  insufficient  to  state  the  appreciation  and 
satisfaction  which  her  success  have  given,  and  the  high  order  of 
usefulness  which  the  influence  of  the  school  has  produced.  The 
tact  and  ability  of  the  teacher  as  a  disciplinarian,  and  her  meth- 
od of  teaching  and  general  system  of  school  work  won  friendly 
respect  and  confidential  obedience,  and  secured  an  industrious 
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co-operative  effort  of  the  school,  which  accomplished  excellent 
results  towards  useful  education. 

Winter.  —  Teacher,  Miss  Lizzie  E.  Lothrop,  of  this  town. 

Miss  Lothrop  has  been  a  teacher  of  extensive  experience  and 
good  success  in  city  graded  schools.  With  her  thorough  under- 
standing of  the  wants  of  pupils  and  general  school  work,  and 
high  aims  and  devoted  interest,  she  has  taught  a  highly  success- 
ful term  of  school. 

Although  her  school  was  of  a  very  mixed  character,  she  intro- 
duced more  methods  of  the  graded  system  than  any  of  our  teach- 
ers, and  succeeded  well  in  accomplishing  good  results.  Atwa- 
ter's  system  of  merits  was  managed  admirably  well  among  young- 
er classes.  I  think  I  never  saw  a  better  influence  from  their 
use.  With  older  pupils  a  very  definite  credit  check  system  was 
kept  by  the  teacher,  showing  the  standing  of  every  scholar  in 
each  study. 

At  the  examination,  each  class  as  they  were  called  out  stood 
in  the  order  indicated  by  their  industry  and  progress  during  the 
term.  The  system  of  merits  and  marking  embraced  attendance, 
punctuality,  deportment  and  lessons,  and  accomplished  excellent 
results  in  each.  Scholars  seemed  to  be  stimulated  with  ambi- 
tious exertion  to  reach  a  good  standing  in  their  classes  and  in 
the  school.  Instruction  was  explanatory  aucl  thorough,  stucli- 
ousness  and  deportment  very  good.  Perfect  lessons  was  a  mark- 
ed feature,  and  the  school  accomplished  a  very  marked  degree  of 
proficiency  as  confirmed  by  the  examination.  In  writing  the 
scholars  were  divided  into  three  classes  in  No's.  3,  4  and  6  of 
Payson  and  Dunton's  books,  so  that  every  one  of  each  class 
would  be  writing  the  same  copy.  This  method  worked  exceed- 
ingly well.  Much  interest  was  taken  in  the  First  Class  in  Geog- 
raphy in  drawing  some  good  maps,  and  the  methods  of  teaching- 
reading  wore  excellent. 
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BEAVER. 

This  school  is  in  the  care  of  the  School  Committee  of  East 
Bridgewater  this  year. 

In  giving  this  "detailed  report"  of  the  several  schools  I 
have  endeavored  to  do  impartial  justice  to  their  real  condition 
and  prosperity,  and  have  judged  each  by  its  own  merits,  accord- 
ing to  my  observation  and  examinations,  —  comparing  all  with 
the  same  ideal  standard.  The  general  degree  of  deportment 
and  proficiency  which  I  regard  necessary  for  the  good  success  of 
schools,. I  have  placed  as  high  in  my  mind,  in  reporting  them,  as 
I  think  consistent  with  their  practical  utility  and  highest  useful- 
ness. It  is  the  duty  of  the  Committee  as  well  as  Superinten- 
dent, to  see  that  this  standard  is  not  too  much  lowered  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  schools. 

Our  school  laws  do  not  require  a  report  of  teachers'  qualifica- 
tions, or  extended  remarks  upon  the  characteristics  of  scholars 
and  parents,  and  propriety  and  expediency  in  most  cases  war- 
rant no  such  report :  but  teachers,  scholars  and  parents,  are  the 
principal  causes  and  influences  which  produce  the  results,  and 
give  character  and  success  to  the  school,  — therefore  it  seems 
right  that  when  any  one  of  these  component  influences  enter 
largely  into  the  formation  of  a  school's  character,  the  Superinten- 
dent should  not  be  freed  from  the  responsibility  of  'appropriate 
and  impartial  statements  in  regard  to  the  real  facts.  I  have 
been  generally  guided  by  this  direction. 

In  the  foregoing  report  of  the  several  schools,  attendance  has 
not  been  spoken  of,  but  can  be  readily  seen  from  the  appended 
table.  Many  points  of  excellence  and  others  of  defects  might 
have  been  pointed  out  which  have  not  been  noticed,  but  we  have 
given  onlv  the  general  standard  of  discipline  and  success  of  each 
school  as  a  whole. 
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In  the  superintending  of  the  schools  I  have  endeavored  to  be 
the  means  within  my  sphere  of  duty  so  far  as  qualification  and 
opportunity  would  permit  of  giving  my  aid  towards  good  deport- 
ment and  uniform  discipline  ;  and  have  labored  to  have  my  influ- 
ence tend  towards  the  highest  usefulness  and  practical  utility  of 
true  character  and  intelligent  education.  In  my  work  I  make 
use  of  a  simple  blank  to  be  filled  by  the  teacher  which  aids — 
through  the  agency  of  the  superintendent  by  giving  information 
which  otherwise  he  might  not  receive — in  giving  the  different 
schools  a  mutual  benefit  of  the  good  points  of  each. 

This  affords  the  visiting  committee  certain  definite  facts  with 
regard  to  discipline,  classification,  progress,  and  the  internal 
management  of  the  schools,  which  appropriately  used,  are  useful 
to  various  inquiries  and  suggestions  of  teachers. 

In  this  connection,  and  without  assuming  any  authority,  we 
would  say  that  the  teachers  should  carefully  and  correctly  keep 
the  register,  and  also  that  they  should  properly  fill  out  and  re- 
turn any  blanks  or  papers  of  inquiry  which  the  superintending 
committee  deems  best  in  the  performance  of  his  work  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  schools. 

The  success  and  usefulness  of  our-  schools  for  the  past  year 
with  two  exceptions  have  been  very  good  indeed  and  certainly  of 
a  high  rank. 

The  South  school,  and  the  Center  Grammer  both  summer  and 
winter  have  not  been  as  a  whole  under  that  degree  of  order  and 
progress  which  was  satisfactory  to  the  committee  :  but  still  they 
have  not  been  failures,  but  partially  successful. 


NAMES  OF  PUNCTUAL  SCHOLARS. 


All  scholars  whose  names  are  not  marked  have  neither  been 
tardy  nor  absent ;  those  whose  names  are  marked  thus  (*)  have 
been  absent  or  tardy  but  few  times  on  account  of  sickness  or 
weather. 


LIZZIE  DUNBAR. 
^SAMUEL  REED. 


CENTRE.  —  Grammar  Department. 

SUMMER. 
ANNIE  HOWLAND. 


WINTER. 
GEORGE  H.  HOLMES. 
Primary  Department. 

SUMMER. 


°CALEB  REED. 
3DAVID  REED. 


CORA  L.  WOODWARD. 
°FREDDIE  FOLSOM. 


FREDDIE  PERKINS. 


EUNICE  M.  FOLSOM. 
'-EDDIE  DUNBAR. 


COCHESETT.  —  Grammar  Department. 

SUMMER. 

CORA  ALGER.  FANNIE  LOTHROP. 

FANNIE  ROUNDS.         EL  WOOD  ELA.  WALTER  BROWN. 


CORA  ALGER. 
FANNIE  ROUNDS. 
CHARLES  TISDALE. 
WALTER  KROWN. 
sKATIE  SHAW. 


SARAH  J.  ALGER, 
JULIA  PECKHAM, 
GEORGIE  PECKHAM, 


SARAH  J.  ALGER, 
LIZZIE  LOTHROP, 
MARY  TISDALE, 
ONELLIE  PECKHAM, 


FRANK  BENSON. 
JOHN  T,  WADE. 


WINTER. 
SARAH  VOSMUS. 
AD  DIE  JENNINGS. 
HENuY  SULLIVAN. 
°  A  LICE  TISDALE. 
-CHARLES  SULLIVAN. 

Primary  Department. 

WINTER. 
LIZZIE  TISDALE, 
WILLIE  MARSHALL, 
ARTHUR  MORRISON, 

SUMMER. 
LIZZIE  TISDALE, 
FANNIE  VOSMUS,  ' 
OR1N  PERKINS. 

NORTH  CENTER. 

WINTER. 
CHANNING  DUNBAR. 
°FRED.  PACKARD. 


LOUISA  JENNINGS. 
PERCY  PECKHAM. 
FRANK  TISDALE. 
JULIA  LOTHROP. 
WARREN  JENNINGS. 


MARY  TISDALE. 
ALTON  PECKHAM, 
*  ANNIE  HARLOW, 

MARIA  LAMBERT, 
HATTIE  JENNINGS, 
ARTHUR  ALGER. 
GEORGIE  PECKHAM. 


MILES  LEAVITT. 
s JOHN  LEAVITT. 
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IRENE  A.EDGECOMB. 


IRENE  A.  EDGECOMB, 
BENJ.  E.  PERKINS, 


ANDREW  BUTTOMER, 


MARY  SULLIVAN, 
JAMES  SULLIVAN, 
►EUGENE  LINE  HAM, 


MARY  SULLIVAN, 
EUGENE  LINEHAM, 
•JAMES  SULLIVAN, 


L.  ANNA  RYDER, 
CHAS.  T.  CALDWELL, 


HATTIE  E.  HOLMES, 
♦ERNEST  THAYER, 
•MARY  E.  LEACH, 


NORTH. 

SUMMER. 
CORA  E.  STUBTBVAKT. 
-ELIZA  GEARY. 

WINTER. 
ABBIE  F.  BACON, 
♦PARDON  K.  BACON. 
•ANNIE  A,  PERKINS. 

SOUTH. 

SUMMER. 
♦GEORGE  FRYES, 
JERUSALEM. 


EAST. 

SUMMER. 
MARY  E.  HAY  WARD, 
R.  WARREN  THAYER, 

WINTER. 
S.  ELLIS  RYDER, 
♦MARY  J.  PERRY, 
♦GEORGE  C.  BEALS, 
♦CHAS.  T.  CALDWELL. 


WALLACE  0-  KEITH, 


CHAS  J.  TURNER, 
♦EMMA  MILLETT. 


♦PATRICK  MURPHY. 


MARY  E.  LEACH, 
JULIUS  HAYWARD 


♦CHESTER  THAYER. 
•HTJLDAH  J.  LEACH, 
♦WALTER  S.  LEACH, 


SUMMER. 

WILTON  COPELAND.  JONAS  HART  WELL, 
♦HANNAH  KELLI  HER,  ♦WILLIE  M.  EG  AN, 
♦WILLIE  SULLIVAN,      »DAN'L  KELLIHER. 

WINTER. 

EDMUND  CONNELLY,  CHARLES  H.  EGAN. 
WILLIE  SULLIVAN,  ♦JONAS  HARTWELL, 
♦EDM'D  COPELAND,    *WILT0N  COPELAND. 


It  ma}'  seem  inexpedient  to  print  these  names,  but  we  believe 
from  observation,  that  it  does  exert  a  good  influence,  and  schol- 
ar* deem  it  quite  a  reward  for  punctuality  to  have  their  names  in 
the  school  report.  The  satisfaction  and  benefit  derived  more 
than  compensates  for  printing. 

Most  of  the  teachers  use  merits,  goods  or  cards  for  younger 
pupils,  some  of  them  At  water's  system,  with  much  success.  It 
is  quite  interesting  to  see  the  efforts  made  to  get  the  most  merits. 
We  should  like  to  give  a  few  names  of  scholars  who  stood 
highest  in  this  respect,  but  having  taken  no  means  to  get  a  cor- 
rect list  of  names,  we  omit  them. 


FINANCIAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 


Amount  paid  for  repairs,  fuel,  care  of  school-houses,  and  in- 
cidental expenses,  as  furnished  the  Secretary  by  the  several  lo- 
cal committees : 

CENTRE  SCHOOLS. 
Grammar  Department. 


Building  fire  and  charge  of  house,  $6  00 

Cleaning  House,  2  50 

Box  of  crayons,  dipper,  cleaning  clock,  broom,  two  locks,  2  35 
,  Cord  of  pine  wood,  5  00 

3  1-2  cords  of  hard  wood,  28  00 
Working  up  of  all  the  wood,  10  50 

$54  35 

Primary  Department. 

Clock,  $5  00 
Broom,  bucket,  dipper,  lock,  buttons,  putting  on  lock, 

box  crayons,  door-scraper,  2  82 

Cleaning  house,  1  25 

6  feet  pine  wood,  3  75 

2  black-board  erasers,  1  25 

Taking  care  of  house,  4  00 

2  cords  of  wood,  15  00 

Working  up  wood,  5  56 

$38  63 

COCHESETT  SCHOOLS. 

4  1-2  cords  wood,  '  $29  25 
1  cord  pine  wood,  5  00 
Working  up  and  carrying  in,                                        13  75 

$48  00 
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NORTH  CENTRE. 

Teacher's  travelling  expenses  one  way,  (the  teacher  camd 
a  long  distance,  and  for  one  term.     It  was  neces- 
sary to  pay  these  expenses  to  complete  the  contract) .  3  80 
Wood,  and  cutting  and  getting  in,  15  50 

Setting  glass,  time,  &c.  2  25 

Crayons,  broom  and  dipper,  1  90 

Cleaning  school-house,  1  00 

Making  fires  and  care  of  house,  4  50 


$28  95 


NORTH. 

2  1-2  cords  of  wood,  $18  00 

Working  up,  6  25 

Setting  glass,  1  00 

Broom  and  crayons,  1  13 

Making  fires  and  care  of  house,  3  00 


$29  38 


SQJUTH. 

Fixing  lock  and  box  of  crayons,  $1  45 

11-2  cords  hard  wood,  12  00 

6  feet  pine  wood,  3  75 

Working  up  wood,  4  50 

Care  of  house,  4  00 

Time  and  expense  in  procuring  fencing  and  hanging  door,  2  75 

$18  45 

JERUSALEM. 
Painting  inside  and  out,  blinds  and  other  repairs,  (from  a 

special  appropriation  by  the  town),  $136  38 

I-  3  cord  pine  wood,  3  37 

II-  2  cords  maple  wood,  9  00 
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Cutting  and  housing,  % 

4  50 

1  cord  oak  wood, 

7  00 

Cutting  and  houseing, 

£i  uu 

Building  fires  and  care  of  house, 

5  00 

Stove  pipe,  box  crayons  and  broom, 

1  51 

$168  76 

EAST. 

Expenses  for  painting  and  repairs,  authorized  by  a 

special 

appropriation :  to  S.  D.  Spear,  for  paints  and  oil,  $37  85 

To  A.  Copeland  for  painting, 

36  40 

To  J.  E.  Ryder,  carting  gravel  to  bank  up  with, 

8  00 

For  other  materials  and  labor  in  repairs, 

9  37 

Whole  amount  for  repairs, 

$90  62 

Cleaning  house, 

3  50 

Repair  fence,  broom  and  dust  pan, 

1  65 

1  1-2  cords  oak  wood, 

12  00 

5  feet  pine  wood, 

3  13 

Working  up  and  packing  wood, 

7  63 

• 

$118~53 

Total  of  expenses  incurred  by  local  committees, 

$505  05 

Amount  paid  for  teaching  in  Winter, 

909  00 

Amount  paid  for  teaching  in  Summer, 

804  00 

For  the  introduction  of  Hillard's  new  series  of  Readers, 
in  place  of  Sargent's  old  series,  by  unanimous  vote 
of  Committee,  including  entire  expense  paid  Brew- 
er &  Tileston,  Boston,  101  10% 

Paid  Baker  &  Williams  for  books  for  teachers'  desks,  and 
for  scholars  who  were  not  supplied  with  or  were 
unable  to  purchase  them,  8  67 

Paid  Taggard  &  Thompson,  Boston,  for  Dictionary  and 

Philbrick's  charts,  m     2  40 
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Paid  Woodman  &  Hammet,  Boston,  f<^  one  set  of  War- 
den's Outline  maps  and  express,  9  25 
Paid  American  Tablet  Co.,  Boston,  for  putting  126  1-2 
square  feet  of  slate  black-board,  for  Centre  Prima- 
ry, at  10  cents,                                                  12  65 
For  two  black-board  erasers,  90 
For  five  Philbrick's  charts,  2  50 
To  Bradford  Packard,  one  of  the  local  Committee,  for  en- 
deavoring to  secure  the  attendance  of  children  to 
school  as  the  law  required,  including  time  and  ex- 
pense,                                                             10  00 
Paid' to  the  School  Committee  of  Bridge  water  agreeable 
to  a  previous  vote  of  committees,  for  the  schooling 
of  two  scholars  in  south  part  of  town  in  summer 
of  1866,  4  37 
For  printing  blanks,  paper  and  stamps,  2  00 
Paid  School  Committee  of  East  Bridgewater  for  scholars 
in  Beaver  District  per  number  of  scholars  between 
5  and  15,                                                        106  32 


Total  for  schools,  82,-178  21 

The  above  does  not  include  a  bill  of  about  870  for  repairing 
Cochesett  school-house  from  damage  caused  bv  lishtnms:.  nor 
the  expenses  of  the  building  committee  chosen  by  the  town  to 
remodel  the  Centre  Primary's  house. 

By  examination  of  this  account  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole 
amount  paid  for  teaching,  including  amount  to  Beaver  District, 
is  $1,819.32  ;  for  wood,  care  of  houses,  and  incidentals  8278.05  ; 
/or  painting  and  general  repairs  on  Jerusalem  and  East  school 
houses  8227.00  ;  for  books,  maps  and  black-boards  and  other 
general  expenses  as  given  near  the  close  of  the  account,  inclu- 
ding some  expenses  on  Centre  Primary  house  for  necessaries 
not  furnished  by  building  committee,  852.74  ;  for  introduction 
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of  HillarcTs  Readers  in  exchange  for  Sargent's  old  series  —  this 
does  not  really  belong  to  school  appropriations  but  is  placed  by 
law  at  the  discretion  of  the  school  committee,  as  to  the  benefit 
of  the  exchange,—  $101.10,  making  $2,478.21.  The  appropri- 
ation for  the  school  year  was  $2,000.00  ;  special  appropriation 
for  repairs  $400.00  ;  amount  received  from  State  School  Fund, 
$190.30, —  making  $2,890.00.  This  leaves  a  balance  unex- 
pended in  favor  of  the  schools  of  $112.09. 

The  committee  voted  that  the  wages  of  summer  teachers 
should  not  exceed  $8.00  per  week  ;  and  that  the  wages  of  female 
teachers  in  winter  should  not  exceed  the  same  amount,  nor  those 
of  male  teachers  $45.00  per  month.  The  local  committees  have 
exceeded  the  amount  voted  only  in  Cochesett  Grammar,  summer 
term ;  and  Jerusalem,  winter  term ;  in  the  former  case  it  was 
$8.50  per  week,  owing  to  a  mistake  of  the  local  committee  in 
making  out  the  bill,  and  in  the  latter  it  was  $9.50  per  week,  this 
was  an  exceptional  case^  the  teacher  had  met  with  excellent 
success  in  the  summer,  and  the  welfare  of  the  school  demanded 
her  services  in  the  winter,  but  she  could  not  be  sucured  without 
this  extra  pay  ;  so  the  local  committee  obtained  the  agreement  of 
the  majority  of  the  committee  to  pay  it.  It  should  be  and  has 
been  the  intention  and  practice  of  each  member  of  the  commit- 
tee  to  responsibly  abide  by  the  considerations  and  votes  of  the 
whole  board.  In  order  to  secure  the  best  welfare  of  the  whole, 
under  the  management  of  our  system,  can  be  seeh  the  increased 
necessity  of  this. 

Doubtless  experience  has  taught  the  committee  that  it  is  best 
that  the  wages  of  all  teachers,  primary  and  grammar,  should  be 
equal  throughout  the  town  —  that  is,  male  teachers  alike,  and 
females  alike.  This  has  been  the  intention,  but  a  vote  of  the 
committee  directed  the  local  committees  not  to  exceed  a  certain 
sum,  and  therefore,  as  seen  by  table,  there  has  been  some  in- 
equality in  this  respect.  Now  it  has  not  been  a  universal  fact 
that  the  largest  schools  and  the  best  qualified  teachers  have  re- 
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ceived  the  highest  compensation,  but  some  small  schools  have  re- 
ceived more  than  larger  ones  ;  some  less  agreeable  to  teach,  more 
than  others  much  more  pleasant  and  interesting  in  their 
character  ;  and  some  teachers  more  than  others  better  qualified. 
Our  schools  are  very  nearly  equal  in  their  requirements  of  a 
good  teacher,  and  do  not  so  materially  differ  from  each  other 
but  that  it  is  decidedly  the  best  for  their  highest  and  universal 
welfare  that  the  compensation  should  be  the  same  in  each,  mixed, 
grammar  .and  primary,  throughout  the  town.  Very  often  the 
largest  school,  its  amount  of  work,  attainments,  or  size,  is  more 
than  counterbalanced  by  its  general  character,  convenience  of 
board  for  teacher  or  some  greatly  modifying  circumstance.  It 
is  a  fact  that  most  teachers  prefer  schools  of  an  ordinary  size, 
in  which  there  is  a  good  degree  of  scholarship  and  fair  amount  of 
work  to  be  performed,  for  they  are  stimulated  with  the  idea  that 
a  better  qualification  is  required  to  reach  good  results  and  are 
ambitious  to  maintain  a  successful  reputation.  Within  a  few 
weeks  I  have  received  letters  from  teachers  inquiring  for  vacan- 
cies, and  overlooking  the  amount  of  compensation,  they  have 
given  their  preference  to  two  of  our  largest  schools.  This  con- 
firms our  statements  above. 

It  has  been  the  design  and  earnest  effort  of  the  Secretary, 
through  the  aid  of  the  Committee,  to  make  our  financial  arrange- 
ment as  complete  in  itself  as  possible,  but  we  have  not  fully  suc- 
ceeded in  all  respects.  With  the  endeavor  to  perfect  this  sys- 
tem into  a  simple,  practical,  and  correct  working  condition,  we 
point  out  a  few  of  the  inconveniences  and  imperfections  of  our 
present  arrangement,  and  show  some  of  the  advantages  of  a  bet- 
ter plan.  All  moneys  are  drawn  in  accordance  with  the  votes 
of  the  board,  at  the  order  and  by  the  approval  of  different  mem- 
bers ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  each  local  committee  hands  to 
the  Secretary  a  list  of  expenses  paid  at  his  order.  But  in  going 
to  the  Treasurer's  books,  or  even  from  their  own,  the  Committee 
cannot  conveniently,  or  at  least  very  correctly,  ascertain  at  any 
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time  the  true  condition  of  money  matters  relating  to  schools,  so 
that  they  can  actually  tell  the  amount  of  expenditures,  or  the 
amount  of  money  at  their  command,  which  they  wish  to  know  in 
order  to  guide  their  action  in  repairs,  or  decide  the  wages  of 
teachers,  or  the  length  of  schools ;  and  they  have  no  means  of 
proving  the  correctness  of  their  accounts.  This  embarrassment 
arises  not  from  the  absence  of  economy,  or  neglect  of  duty,  but 
from  a  want  of  uniform  understanding  and  action  between  the 
School  Committee,  Selectmen  and  Treasurer,  and  it  has  a  very 
wise  and  practical  remedy. 

By  the  intent  and  design  of  the  statutes,  "  the  disbursement 
of  all  money  raised  by  the  town  for  the  support  of  schools,  is 
committed  to  the  judgment  and  discretion  of  the  Committee." 
All  money  especially  raised  for  repairs  is  in  their  hands,  unless 
by  vote  of  the  town  it  is  put  in  the  hands  of  a  special  committee. 
Our  portion  of  the  State  school  fund  is  paid  to  the  Treasurer, 
and  the  law  clearly  specifies  that  the  "  fund  received  by  the 
towns  shall  be  applied  by  the  school  committee  to  the  support  of 
public  schools,"  and  Jurther  directs  the  way  in  which  it  may  be 
expended,  for  books,  maps,  &c,  or  for  support  of  schools.  Hon. 
George  S.  Boutwell,  in  his  work#ipon  the  school  laws  of  this 
State  says :  —  "It  becomes  the  duty  of  each  town  treasurer  to 
open  an  account  with  the  school  committee,  and  to  hold  the  fund 
received  from  the  State  subject  to  their  order." 

From  these  remarks  we  see  that  "  general  charge,"  embracing 
the  financial  management,  as  well  as  the  "  superintendence"  of 
the  schools,  is  rightly  and  legally  conferred  upon  the  school 
committee,  and  placed  on  an  equal  administrative  footing  with 
the  other  officers  of  the  town,  under  the  management  of  the  se- 
lectmen. This  is  not  only  legally  so,  but  the  best  and  most  uni- 
versal experience  of  the  towns  of  the  commonwealth,  has  con- 
firmed by  practical  application  the  wisdom  of  our  laws  in  this  re- 
spect. I  have  given  this  subject  careful  attention  and  have  sought 
information  and  made  inquiries  in  regard  to  it,  and  believe  that 
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a  similar  course  to  the  following  should  be  pursued  to  put  the 
financial  affairs  of  our  schools  on  a  correct  basis,  conducive  much 
to  their  good  management. 

First,  in  order  to  divest  the  committee  of  all  selfish  aims  in 
regard  to  their  pecuniary  interest,  no  msmber  of  the  committee 
nor  the  superintendent,  should  be  allowed  to  draw  any  money 
from  the  treasury,  through  the  selectmen,  for  time  or  labor  in  ser- 
vices performed,  only  through  the  auditing  committee  subject  to 
a  vote  of  the  town. 

Second,  at  the  commencement  of  the  school  year  the  treas- 
urer should  open  and  keep  an  account  with  the  school  committee, 
placing  on  the  credit  side  the  unexpended  balance  due  in  favor  of 
schools  from  the  previous  year,  all  appropriations  for  schools  or 
repairs,  the  amount  received  from  State  fund,  and  all  other  sums 
received  for  school  purposes  ;  and  on  the  debit  side  should  be  en- 
tered the  amounts  of  all  orders  or  bills  drawn  at  the  approval 
and  order  of  the  committee  through  a  draft  from  the  Selectmen. 
In  many  towns  the  committee  draw  immediately  from  the  treasury, 
but  to  preserve  uniformity,  insure  accuracy,  and  guard  against 
fraud,  it  seems  better  that  orders  should  pass  through  the  Select- 
men, whose  duty  is  to  give  #e  order,  stating  the  amount  to  be 
charged  on  the  account  with  the  school  committee.  The  Select- 
men should  give  no  order  on  account  of  schools  except  by  the 
approval  of  the  committee. 

Third,  each  member  of  the  committee  and  the  superintendent 
should  keep  a  correct  account  of  all  money  paid  out  under  their 
charge,  and  "  present  to  the  Secretary  in  writing  a  list  of  all  the 
bills  of  expense,  with  items,  incurred  at  their  order  during  the 
year,"  which  have  been  drawn  through  the  Selectmen  from  the 
treasurer. 

Fourth,  the  Secretary,  besides  the  regular  record  of  the  com- 
mittee, should  keep  an  account  of  all  money  put  into  the  hands 
Of  the  committee  for  school  purposes,  by  appropriation  or  other 
wise,  and  also  a  complete  record  or  list  of  all  expenses  on  ac- 


count  of  schools,  as  given  to  him  by  the  local  committee. 
His  account  should  be  exactly  like  the  treasurer's,  except  that 
it  will  contain  a  complete  account  of  all  items  of  expense  of  the 
different  schools,  while  the  treasurer's  will  only  have  the  simple 
amounts  drawn  at  different  times :  hence  the  final  balances  of 
their  two  accounts,  if  correctly  kept  will  be  alike  ;  but  if  they 
differ,  then  an  error  exists  somewhere  and  under  this  plan  can  be  * 
easily  found.  Owing  to  the  time  in  which  our  taxes  are  collected 
—  the  first  of  January  —  the  amount  necessary  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  summer  schools  cannot  be  drawn  Until  that  time 
from  the  appropriation  of  that  school  year.  It  has  been  the  cus- 
tom therefore  to  endeavor  to  keep  a  half  a  year  ahead,  or  to  have 
an  unexpended  balance  on  the  first  of  March,  sufficient  to  carry 
on  the  schools  through  the  summer  term  ;  with  our  present  plan 
of  collecting  taxes,  this  is  necessary  in  order  to  pay  teachers 
in  summer. 

In  carrying  out  this  simple  arrangement,  by  a  definite  under- 
standing and  co-operation,  involving  less  work  and  more  con- 
venience, and  economy  and  establishing  a  proof  against  error, 
the  books  of  the  treasurer  or  secretary  will  show  at  any  time  the 
actual  financial  condition  of  the  schools. 

Oftentimes  information  of  this  kind  is  very  necessary  and 
desirable  to  the  committee,  but  heretofore  it  has  been  very  diffi- 
cult to  get  it  with  any  degree  of  accuracy.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  the  correctness  of  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer  and  sec- 
retary should  be  tested  by  comparison,  and  they  should  also 
agree  with  the  Selectmen's  orders  given. 

By  balancing  these  accounts  the  total  amount  of  expenses 
for  support  of  schools  and  repairs  of  school  houses  can  be  exact- 
ly determined.  This  amount  thus  found  is  the  only  amount  re- 
lating'to  expenses  for  school  purposes  necessary  for  the  Select- 
men to  give  in  their  report  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  town 
and  expenses  for  the  year,  for  all  the  various  sums  and  items  of 
expenses  are  given  in  full  by  the  secretary  in  the  report  of  the 
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committee,  and  the  committee  should  be  held  directly  responsible 
to  the  town  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  financial  duties. 

Without  this  simple  and  correct  system  there  probably  will  be 
found  some  mistakes  in  our  financial  account,  and  some  discre- 
pancies in  it,  as  compared  with  the  books  of  the  treasurer  and 
Selectmen.  We  presume  no  vote  of  the  town  is  necessary  to 
adopt  and  carry  out  the  plan  which  we  have  proposed,  but  it  cer- 
tainly should  be  adopted  and  put  into  practice,  by  a  vote  or 
otherwise  as  the  necessary  and  correct  way. 

We  are  requested  to  recommend  appropriations  for  painting 
North  Centre  school  house  and  relaying  wall  in  cellar  $85.00,  for 
supplying  the  Centre  Primary  school  with  furniture,  and  fencing 
the  lot  $3.25  ;  for  support  of  schools,  wood,  incidental  expenses 
such  sum  as  the  town  in  thejr  discretion  deem  best  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  schools. 

The  appropriation  last  year,  $2,000.00,  is  sufficient  to  carry 
the  schools  6  months,  and  perhaps  a  week  or  two  longer.  The 
schools  at  Campello,  for  the  last  year,  have  been  40  weeks,  those  of 
Bridgewater  35  weeks,  and  those  of  East  Bridgewater  over  30 
weeks, —  each  three  terms  in  a  year.  In  appropriating  enough 
to  lengthen  the  schools  a  week  or  two,  we  do  not  get  that  pro- 
portional benefit  that  we  should  from  an  appropriation  sufficient 
to  add  another  term  of  schooling.  To  do  justice  to  our  own 
welfare,  as  compared  with  other  towns,  we  should  have  three 
terms  of  school,  of  11  or  12  weeks  per  term, —  these  should  be 
divided  into  Spring,  Fall  and  Winter  terms.  They  should  com- 
mence nearly  on  the  first  of  May,  first  of  September,  and  first  of 
December.  The  town  would  receive  much  more  advantage  in 
this  way,  than  by  adding  a  few  weeks  to  the  Summer  or  Winter 
term.  In  dog-days  it  is  no  time  to  continue  school  for  its  advan- 
tage ;  the  teacher  is  tried,  school  fatigued,  and  weather  disagree- 
able, and  scholars  are  leaving  school.  At  the  close  of  Winter, 
—  the  first  of  March  —  is  not  a  good  time  to  lengthen  the  school, 
and  generally  speaking  a  term  of  11  or  12  weeks  is  long  enough 
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to  keep  up  a  good  interest  without  a  vacation  ;  in  most  cases  its 
prosperity  after  that  time  does  not  increase  in  proportion  to  its 
length.  Instead  of  adding  a  week  or  two,  it  would  be  much 
more  economical  and  beneficial  to  make  the  extra  effort  for  anoth- 
er term,  in  the  months  of  September,  October  and  November, 
the  best  part  of  the  year  to  go  to  school,  if  it  could  not  be  more 
than  ten  weeks.  It  would  require  $2,700  or  $2,800  for  the  Com- 
mittee to  secure  three  terms  of  successful  schooling  with  good 
teachers  throughout  the  town. 

A  great  many  advantages  from  three  terms  can  be  seen  and 
given  by  any  who  are  acquainted  with  the  utility  and  work  of  • 
schools.  Classification,  gradation,  uniform  progress,  and  real 
advancement  in  school  education  would  be  much  more  complete 
and  perfect.  In  long  vacations  some  scholars  go  out  of  town, 
or  to  private  schools  in  town,  while  others  receive  no  schooling, 
—  consequently  at  another  term  classes  must  be  newly  organized. 
A  new  teacher  takes  charge,  and  in  many  respects  the  school  is 
entirely  different  from  the  preceding  term  ;  many  good  methods 
of  the  previous  teacher,  and  her  principles  taught  are  ignored, 
or  do  not  have  a  proper  recognition  or  influence,  for  want  of  ac- 
quaintance with  the  former  work  of  the  school.  With  long  va- 
cations and  a  new  teacher  each  term,  instruction  often  goes 
over  much  of  the  last  term's  work,  and  frequently  there  is  a  par- 
tial confliction  of  methods,  and  difference  of  principles  between 
the  teachers,  which  do  not  work  together  for  success. 

It  is  not  altogether  the  amount  of  wages  paid  for  teaching,  but 
the  number  of  weeks  in  the  year  which  teachers  are  employed,  that 
secures  their  permanent  service.  Our  compensation  for  female 
teachers  compares  favorably  with  other  towns.  When  we  get  a 
good  teacher  for  the  summer  term,  immediately  after  the  close 
the  committee  apply  for  the  next  term ;  but  there  are  four  months 
before  it  commences,  and  during  that  time  she  wishes  some 
means  of  employment ;  therefore  she  goes  awajr  with  the  under- 
standing that  she  will  teach  next  term  if  she  gets  no  school  be- 
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fore :  but  most  good  teachers  find  a  permanent  position  before 
that  time,  and  so  our  good  teachers  are  transient  in  their  charac- 
ter, looking  for  more  permanent  employment.  In  this  way  we 
lose  mam'  of  our  best  teachers,  while  another  term  would  give 
more  permanent  employment  for  the  year.  Our  schools  then 
would  be  considered  yearly  ones,  and  good  female  teachers  for 
most  of  them  could  be  engaged  quite  permanently.  A  better 
gradation,  and  a  more  practical,  useful  and  systematic  course  of 
instruction  could  be  given,  and  scholars  could  receive  the  essen- 
tial requirements  of  a  common  school  education  at  an  earlier  age 
•and  a  more  uniform  and  higher  degree  of  satisfaction. 

CORPORAL  PUNISHMENT. 

The  preliminary  remarks  to  the  Centre  school  imply  further 
remarks  or  discussion  upon  this  subject,  but  space  hardly  gives 
an  opportunity.  However  we  will  add  a  few  words.  It  is  well 
known  that  in  many  parts  of  Massachusetts,  as  well  as  in  other 
States,  this  subject  has  been  much  agitated  and  discussed.  In 
some  cases  it  has  called  public  meetings,  caused  great  excite- 
ment, been  the  issue  in  the  election  of  school  committees,  and  in 
a  few  instances  has  received  legislative  consideration,  and  one 
State  has  enacted  a  law  in  relation  to  it.  Much  has  been  said 
and  published  upon  it,  and  we  think  committees,  teachers,  and 
the  entire  community  have  been  greatly  informed  and  benefici- 
ally enlightened  in  regard  to  the  necessity,  purpose  and  use  of 
physical  force  or  restraint  in  school  discipline.  Our  object  in 
speaking  of  this  subject  is  more  especially  to  refer  our  teachers, 
particularly  those  not  long  experienced,  to  an  excellent  work  or 
discussion  in  a  volume,  containing  the  lectures  and  proceedings 
of  the  last  meeting  of  the  American  Institute  of  Instruction, 
held  in  Tremont  Temple,  Boston,  in  August,  1867.  Hosea  H. 
Lincoln.  Grammar  school  master  of  Boston,  opened  the  discus- 
sion with  a  lecture  upon  "  School  Discipline:  its  Objects  and 
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Methods,"  and  it  was  continued  through  a  large  portion  of  three 
day's  session,  and  pai'ticipated,  by  teachers,  committees,  and 
professional  men,  from  district  teachers  to  college  presidents, — 
embracing  some  of  the  best  and  most  experienced  teachers,  dis- 
tinguished educators  and  learned  men  from  various  parts  of  the 
New  England  and  Middle  States. 

The  following  resolutions  were  nearly  unanimously  adopted 
by  the  Institute:- — "Resolved,  that  while  we  believe  the  best 
methods  of  school  discipline  are  those  which  involve  the  most 
kindness  and  least  severity,  provided  they  answer  the  true  ends 
of  government,  we  still  believe  that  the  interests  of  our  schools 
would  be  sacrificed,  rather  than  promoted,  by  legislative  restric- 
tions in  regard  to  methods  of  discipline. " 

This  resolution  as  well  as  the  discussion  doubtless  gives  a 
fair  and  generally  accepted  views  of  teachers,  committees,  and 
others  conversant  and  interested  in  schools,  in  regard  to  this  sub- 
ject of  punishment,  and  furnishes  an  excellent  guide  to  teachers. 
This  volume  of  the  Institute  which  is  well  worth  the  attention  of 
any  teacher  or  person  interested,  will  be  forwarded  by  Brewer  ft 
Tileston,  Boston,  on  receipt  of  $1.50.  The  lecture  of  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, the  basis  of  the  discussion  in  a  pamphlet  for  teachers  will 
be  sent  on  receipt  of  10  cents. 

Not  much  corporal  punishment  has  been  used  by  our  teachers 
•  the  past  year,  they  have  governed  with  good  methods  and  been 
actuated  by  high  principles,  and  have  followed  the  spirit  of  the 
articles  of  the  school  regulations  relating  to  this  subject. 
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HOWARD  SCHOOL,  AND  CONCLUDING  REMARKS. 

For  some  time  our  citizens  have  had  a  desire,  and  seen  the  in- 
creased necessity  for  a  High  School,  in  which  scholars  could  pur- 
sue a  different  course  of  study  from  that  which  opportunity  allowed 
in  the  common  schools.  This  object  has  been  supplied  by  the 
wise  and  generous  provision  of  the  late  Capt.  Benj.  B.  Howard, 
a  native  and  citizen  of  this  town,  but  for  several  years  a  resident 
of  New  Bedford  a  large  portion  of  the  time,  whose  death  has  oc- 
cured  since  our  last  report. 

Although  the  entire  management  of  this  comtemplated  school 
is  very  wisely  left  in  the  hands  of  eleven  (11)  competent  trus- 
tees, yet  as  the  school  committee  should  be  largely  interested, 
closely  connected  and  should  co-operate  with  all  that  concerns  the 
truest  welfare  of  youthful  education,  it  seems  fitting  that  the 
school  report  should  properly  recognize  this  important  fact  and 
excellent  means  which  has  come  to  our  benefit.  As  expressed 
in  an  adopted  resolution  of  the  town,  "  Capt.  Howard  should  be 
held  in  grateful  remembrance  for  his  munificent  bequest  for  the 
educational  and  religious  purposes  in  this  his  native  town." 

The  high  aim  and  motive  that  prompted  this  gift  should  move 
us  to  a  faithful  and  beneficial  and  virtuous  exercise  of  its  priv- 
ileges. 

To  give  a  clear  understanding  of  the  provisions  respecting 
this  school  we  give  extracts  from  Captain  Howard's  will : — 

"  Believing  that  it  will  be  for  the  good  of  my  children,  as 
well  as  my  native  town  and  the  public,  I  give  and  bequeath  to 
my  sons,  Azel  Howard,  Benjamin  Howard,  Francis  E.  Howard, 
and  to  John  E.  Howard,  Austin  Packard,  Otis  Drury,  Pardon 
Copeland,  James  Copeland,  George  D.  Ryder,  Jonathan  C. 
Keith,  and  John  M.  Lothrop,  their  successors  and  assigns  forev- 
er, the  sum  of  eighty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  them  by  my 
executors  in  sixty  days  after  the  probate  of  my  will,  in  trust  and  for 
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the  foundation  and  endowment  of  a  high  school,  or  seminary  of 
learning,  to  be  called  the  Howard  School,  in  West  Bridgewater, 
with  full  power  and  authority  to  invest  the  same  in  safe  and  pro- 
ductive stocks  or  estate,  at  their  discretion,  and  to  apply  the  income 
thereof,  but  no  part  of  the  principal,  for  the  institution  and  sup- 
port of  said  school,  in  such  manner  as  the  said  trustees,  their 
successors  and  assigns  shall  from  time  to  time  in  the  exercise  of 
a  sound  discretion  judge  expedient." 

These  same  trustees  are  also  intrusted  with  a  fund  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  for  the  Unitarian  church,  and  two  thousand  dol- 
lars for  lectures  in  town,  and  are  authorized  "  to  fill  all  vacan- 
cies that  may  occur  in  their  number  from  death,  resignation,  re- 
moval from  office  or  any  other  cause,  to  appoint  such  officers  and 
and  agents,  and  to  adopt  such  by-laws,  rules,  and  regulations  as 
they  deem  necessary  or  useful  for  the  objects  aforesaid." 

Whatever  the  trustees  in  their  wisdom  and  power  shall  make 
the  character  of  this  institution,  its  instruction  is  expected  to  be 
free,  by  the  interest  of  the  will,-  to  scholars  of  the  town.  These 
scholars  are  to  be  taken  from  our  public  schools,  —  this  school 
being  supplementary  in  the  wants  of  education  to  the  common 
schools,  both  together  constituting  a  complete  course  of  school 
education :  hence  the  importance  in  these  two  steps  of  learning, 
—  the  one  being  preparatory  to  the  other,  aad  their  combined  ac- 
tion, instruction  and  influence  tending  to  the  same  object  and 
end  of  education,  —  of  an  active  co-operation  of  the  Trustees 
and  School  Committee. 

It  is  not  our  intention  to  point  out  the  duty  of  the  trustees, 
that  being  foreign  in  our  duty  and  motive ;  but  we  take  it  for 
granted  that  some  degree  of  uniform  standard  of  qualification 
will  be  fixed  for  admission  ;  this  standard  of  course  will  be  such 
as  to  carry  out  the  object  of  the  school,  and  worthy  of  the  am- 
bition of  pupils  to  reach,  before  entering ;  and  probably  the  re- 
quisite qualification,  agreeable  to  the  best  interest  of  all,  will  be 
determined  in  consideration  of  the  ability  and  means  which  our 
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scholars  have  towards  reaching  it.  Here  comes  in  the  duty  of 
the  school  committees  to  keep  our  schools  in  good  working  con- 
dition and  place  them  in  the  way,  through  the  means  at  their  dis- 
posal, of  reaching  the  most  practical  and  highest  degree  of  uni- 
form attainments  within  the  province  of  the  common  school  to 
teach.  The  course  of  study  should  be  so  arranged,  that  where  it 
leaves  off  in  the  common  school,  in  the  high  school  it  will  com- 
mence, those  higher  studies  which  take  so  much  time  in  our 
schools  would  give  place  to  the  more  important  and  necessary 
degree  of  elementary  instruction  often  too  much  neglected,  but 
will  be  essential  to  enter  upon  a  higher  course  of  study. 

This  requisite  qualification  in  the  common  branches  cannot  be 
taught  in  the  high  school.  This  would  defeat  and  pervert  its 
very  object,  for  this  is  not  a  substitute,  but  an  addition  to  our 
common  schools  ;  nor  is  the  high  school,  owing  to  the  kind  and 
intention  of  its  instruction,  so  fit  and  well  prepared  to  teach  the 
common  rudiments  of  education  as  the  common  school,  especially 
designed  for  that  purpose  ;  and  no  place  is  so  appropriately  and 
well  prepared  to  give  a  thoroughly  practical  education  to  certain 
degrees  in  the  common  or  preparatory  essentials  of  learning  as 
these  schools  under  a'good  system,  proper  management,  and  in- 
teresting and  earnest  approval  and  support. 

One  eminent  in  scholarship  and  the  affairs  of  public  life  has 
said  that  a  practical  understanding  of  the  common  applications 
of  arithmetic,  a  fair  knowledge  of  spelling,  with  the  ability  to 
write  plain  and  grammatically,  and  speak  correctly,  and  read 
with  an  audible  and  intelligent  understanding,  is  a  far  more  val- 
uable education  than  a  partial  or  perhaps  impractical  knowledge 
of  a  few  of  the  "ologes"  and  "osophies."  Such  an  education, 
the  essential  elements  of  New  England  life  and  character,  should 
and  must  be  largely  received  outside  of  the  family,  in  the  com- 
mon school.  We  do  not  say  that  a  thorough  education  of  the 
higher  studies  is  not  valuable  in  its  place,  but  they  are  not  the 
first,  and  under  a  graded  system  of  instruction  belong  no  more 
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to  the  common  school  than  do  the  common  elements  to  the  high 
school.  The  spirit  and  aim  of  the  two  schools  are  the  same,  but 
the  letter  of  their  duties  differs,  each  having  a  distinct  sphere  in 
the  course  of  study. 

We  are  not  endeavoring  to  control  management,  fix  the  stand- 
ard, or  lower  the  estimation  of  our  contemplated  high  school,  it 
being  out  of  our  place  to  do  so,  but  so  far  as  opportunity  allows 
wish  to  show  the  importance  of  common  and  high  school  co-oper- 
ation towards  the  object  of  education.  The  high  school  should 
be  such  an  institution  as  its  name  indicates, —  a  high  not  a  low 
school, —  it  should  not  be  obliged  from  the  condition  of  the  com- 
mon schools  to  lower  its  course  of  study  too  much  to  reach  them, 
but  the  common  schools  should  grow  up  to  the  proper  standard 
of  the  high  school ;  this  standard  should  be  creditable  for  the 
scholars  to  reach,  inspiring  them  with  earnest  efforts  and  faith- 
ful and  high  purposes  to  secure  its  honors  and  receive  its  noble 
privileges  and  benefits. 

Many  would  be  surprised  from  an  impartial  and  uniform  ex- 
amination to  see  how  few  scholars  in  our  schools  would  be  found 
qualified  even  if  the  standard  was  not  high,  for  a  high  school 
course  of  study,  consequently  the  high  school  will  have  to  be 
graded  somewhat  correspondingly.  The  admission  standard 
probably  will  be  no  higher  at  first  —  but  should  rise  in  its 
character  —  than  is  for  the  highest  usefulness  of  the  town,  but 
as  the  character  of  the  high  school  will  be  partially  produced  by 
the  attainments  of  the  common  schools,  so  also  will  the  efforts 
and  character  of  these  schools,  necessarily  be  greatly  influenced 
by  the  degree  of  qualification  which  the  high  school  requires 
them  to  reach.  Both  high  and  common  school  will  be  indexes  to 
each  other ;  and  their  harmonious  action  and  co-operative  in- 
fluence will  point  to  the  educational  character  of  the  town. 

It  is  the  recorded  experience  of  many  towns  that  the  high 
school  as  a  mark  to  strive  for  in  its  influence  towards  raising 
the  condition  of  lower  schools,  to  say  nothing  of  its  benefits 
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after  entering,  in  many  cases  more  than  compensate  for  the 
means  required  for  its  support. 

Now  we  see  the  high  school  takes  not  the  palace  nor  supplies 
the  wants  of  common  schools,  but  instead  of  offering  an  op- 
portunity for  relaxation  of  interest  or  decrease  in  the  means  of 
support,  it  is  an  addition  in  these  respects  and  the  circumstances 
produced  demand  a  more  uniform  and  devoted  interest  and  need 
more  means.  A  large  appropriation  is  not  needed, —  simply 
enough  as  previously  stated  to  give  three  terms  of  school, —  but 
a  continued  interest  and  a  committee  who  will  give  the  schools  a 
just  consideration  and  careful  attention. 

We  have  had  many  first  class  teachers  of  abundant  qualifica- 
tions and  various  methods,  but  still  they  have  not  produced  very 
uniform  results  ;  some  schools  we  find  very  well  prepared  schol- 
ars in  some  studies  while  they  are  backward  in  others,  and  in 
other  schools  the  opposite  may  be  true  ;  and  in  the  same  school 
some  pupils  are  more  advanced  in  one  thing,  but  from  neglect 
are  behind  in  another.  Now  these  things  cannot  be  made  equal, 
but  with  three  terms, —  which  will  give  the  committee  an  oppor- 
tunity by  closer  attention,  to  prescribe  and  cany  out  more  sys- 
tematic gradation  and  instructions, —  better,  earlier  and  more 
uniform  results  can  be  secured.  Methods  belong  to  teachers,  but 
system  to  the  committee,  and  better  the  system,  the  more 
perfect  and  uniform  the  results  of  the  various  methods. 

We  have  extended  these  remarks  much  beyond  our  anticipa- 
tion, but  in  view  of  the  contemplated  high  school  which  wise 
generosity  has  given  to  our  town,  duty  has  compelled  us  to  state 
what  we  have.  Although  I  am  lengthy  and  perhaps  too  desul- 
tory and  imperfect  in  this  report,  I  have  endeavored  to  show  : 

First,  that  the  committees  should  be  held  directly  accountable 
to  the  town  for  the  entire  and  responsible  management  of  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  school ; 

Second,  that  more  beneficial  and  uniform  results  can  be  reach- 
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ed  through  this  system  which  is  herein  pointed  out,  and  that 
the  system  can  be  easily  and  practically,  but  not  necessarily  ex- 
pensively, brought  about ; 

Third,  that  the  common  schools  and  high  school  are  distinct- 
ly different  in  their  work  in  the  scale  of  education  ; 

Fourth,  that  in  order  to  secure  the  most  practical  and  highest 
results  of  our  system  of  instruction,  it  is  necessary  that  there 
should  be  a  willing  co-operation  of  the  common  schools  of  the 
town  through  the  action  of  the  committee  with  the  high  school 
through  the  discretion  of  the  trustees. 

The  recent  change  of  the  district  to  the  town  system  has  and 
will  aid  much  in  systematizing  our  schools.  We  cannot  with- 
hold from  stating  that  our  school  houses  are  all  in  very  good  con- 
dition,—  blinded,  painted  neatly  and  newly  furnished,  well  pro- 
vided with  black-boards,  and  every  school  has  good  maps  and 
charts  upon  its  walls,  and  in  most  cases  books  upon  the  desk.  The 
houses  are  also  quite  conveniently  located  for  attendance  of 
pupils ;  in  this  respect  and  in  the  good  conditions  of  school 
houses,  it  is  doubtful  if  any  town  as  a  whole  in  the  country  would 
rank  better,  and  wTe  trust  by  necessary  and  timely  repairs  our 
pride  in  the  good  conditions  of  these  houses  will  be  maintained. 

This  system  that  we  have  marked  out  is  not  a  speculative 
theory,  but  a  practical  reality,  as  confirmed  by  the  experience  of 
other  towns  ;  not  hard  to  accomplish,  but  comparatively  easy ; 
not  extravagant  but  economical;  not  simply  ornamental,  but 
very  useful ;  and  not  altogether  beautiful,  but  highly  beneficial. 
In  the  great  work  of  education,  if  we  were  to  form  an  ideal  struc- 
ture of  learning,  we  would  first  lay  well  its  basis  or  foundation, 
which  is  the  elementary  instruction  of  the  common  schools  ;  then 
we  would  construct  carefully  and  proportionately,  and  adjust 
correctly  all  the  frame-work,  which  is  the  system  upon  which 
we  manage  the  schools  ;  and  finally  we  would  add  the  designs  of 
ornamental  art  and  symmetrical  proportions,  which  constitute 
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the  high  school ;  then  our  edifice  is  complete  from  base  to  top  — 
assuming  proportional  form  and  architectural  beauty — a  com- 
plete school  education,  not  perfect  in  its  reality,  for  this  is  im-i 
possible,  but  as  nearly  so  as  the  work  of  schools  will  make  it. 
With  the  abundant  means  at  our  hand,  this  town  should  be  a 
model  one  in  the  character  of  its  educational  system  and  use- 
fulness. 

In  conclusion,  we  are  brought  to  see  that  true  educational  de- 
velopment with  practical  discretion,  sound  learning  and  christian 
principles,  requires  the  continued  and  elevated  influences  and 
united  efforts  of  family,  school,  church  and  society  :  and  finally 
we  are  reminded  how  imperfect,  unwisely  directed,  and  unuseful- 
ly  exercised  is  the  instruction  of  youth,  also  the  education  of 
man,  without  the  elements  of  practical  truth  and  christian  char- 
acter :  therefore  it  becomes  the  duty  of  committees,  teachers,  pa- 
rents, and  society,  from  the  examination  and  success  of  the  past 
to  be  grateful  for  the  prosperity  and  advantage  of  the  present, 
and  in  view  of  the  hopes,  and  anticipated  benefit  of  the  future, 
to  practise  the  precepts  and  desire  the  guidance  of  Him.  the 
true  source  of  character. 

"  whose  power  o'er  moving  worlds  presides, 

Whose  voice  created,  and  whose  wisdom  guides!" 

For  the  Committee  , 


SIMEON  J.  DUNBAR,  Superintendent. 
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Approved  by 

JOSEPH  KINGMAN,  Chairman, 
FRANCIS  E.  HOWARD, 
C.  W.  RICHARDS, 
JONATHAN  C.  KEITH, 
SIMEON  J.  DUNBAR, 
BRADFORD  PACKARD, 
CYRUS  ALGER, 
LEWIS  G.  HOWARD, 
DAVIS  COPELAND, 

School  Committee  of  West  Bridgewater. 

March  1.  18fi8. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE. 


Names  of  Schools. 

GO  ") 

■  f  Whole  number  of  pupils 
$j  C        attending  school 

1  Average  attendance  ex- 
•d  |       pressed  decimally. 

\  Percentage  of  attendance. 

*  (Number  attending  under 
five  years. 

•  /Number   attending  over 
fifteen  years. 

JSi 

a 

o 

a 

3 
eu 

00 
(U 

bfl 
C5 

S.  W. 

Amount  paid  for  teaching. 

Amount  for  teaching. 

27 

44 

23.3 

35.2 

86.2 

80. 

1 

11 

28 

32, 

84 

96 

Centre  j  ®' 

41 

40 

28. 

27.7 

68.2 

69.2 

30 

30 ! 

90 

90 

53 

48 

44.2 

41.3 

83.3 

86. 

5 

10 

34 

45  102 

135 

Cochesett,  |  p* 

42 

40 

35. 

34. 

83.3 

85 

28 

30 

84 

90 

North  Centre, 

29 

29 

23. 

26.8 

79.3 

92.6 

1 

5 

28 

32 

84 

96 

North, 

35 

32 

28.6 

25.5 

81.7 

79.6 

6 

6 

26 

32 

78 

96 

South, 

55 

47 

40.5 

34. 

73.6 

72.3 

4 

1 

30 

32 

90 

96 

Jerusalem, 

40 

39 

30.6 

34. 

76.5 

87.1 

3 

1 

2 

8 

32 

38 

96 

114 

East, 

55 

53 

44.4 

46.2 

80.7 

87.1 

6 

9 

32 

32 

96 

96 

Totals, 

377  372 

297-6 

304.7 

712.8 

738.9 

7 

1 

22 

50 

268 

303  804 

909 

Each  school  has  been  taught  six  months  —  three  in  Summer  and  three  in  Win- 
ter. Whole  number  of  scholars  between  5  and  15.  on  1st  of  May,  1867,  412.  Num- 
ber in  Beaver  District,  20. 

02,000.00,  the  appropriation  of  the  town,  gives  04.854  per  scholar ;  including 
the  Town's  share  of  the  State  School  Fund,  of  $190.30,  gives  05.316  per  scholar. 
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OF  THE  TOWN  OF 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MAR.  1,  1869, 


ALSO  THE 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  submit  the  following  Keport : 
Expenditures. 


The  following  named  orders  have  been  given  on  the  Treasurer  by 
the  Selectmen,  for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1869  : 


For  Schools,  $2,574 

86 

Koads  and  Bridges, 

1,263 

58 

State  Aid, 

886 

00 

Poor  out  of  the  Almshouse, 

303 

23 

"  belonging  to  other  towns, 

47 

00 

Eepairing  School  Houses, 

482 

21 

Clearing  the  roads  of  snow,  occasioned  principally  by 

the  severe  storm  of  March  21st, 

364 

60 

Incidentals, 

346 

85 

Abatements, 

104 

32 

Poor  at  the  Almshouse, 

712 

96 

The  Treasurer  has  also  paid  the  State  Tax, 

2,040 

00 

County  Tax, 

1,057 

15 

Austin  Packard's  note, 

709 

25 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Coffin's  note, 

394 

75 

C.  H.  Colwell's  note, 

92 

40 

Bradford  Packard,  interest, 

18 

00 

Mrs.  N.  J.  Howard  " 

60 

00 

4 


The  Treasurer  has  paid  Betsey  Edson,  interest, 

General  order  of  Nov.  4,  '68, 
H.  L.  Washburn,  note  and 

interest,  506  1Q 

Discount  on  Taxes,  of  1868,  630  57 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  March  1,  1869,  "l™  JJ 

$18,801  75 


SCHOOL  APPBOPEIATIONS. 


Balance  in  Treasury,  March  1,  lc 
Appropriation,  1868, 
Beceived  from  State  School  Fund, 

Amount  drawn  from  the  Treasury, 

Balance  of  School  Money, 

Beaver  School. 

Paid  George  A.  Wheeler, 

p  T     •     Centre  Schools.— Grammar. 

Paid  Miss  J.  C.  Austin,  first  term, 

"     second  term, 
"     third  term, 
Incidentals  of.  Central  and  South  Schools, 


$824  44 
2,500  00 
153  03 


$80  00 
80  00 
144  00 
51  41 


Primary. 

Paid  Miss  Nellie  Porman,  first  term, 

second  term, 
Miss  Sarah  W.  Alden,  third  term, 
Incidentals, 


$70  00 
70  00 
84  00 
26  76 


^3,477  47 
2,574  86 

$902  61 


$128  00 


$355  41 


$250  76 
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Cochesett  Schools. — Grammar. 


Paid  Miss  I.  S.  Wood,  first  term,  $80  00 

second  term,  80  00 

Mr.  A.  Wiswall,  third  term,  150  00 

Incidentals,  46  24 


t 

Primary. 

Paid  Miss  K.  H.  Brett,  first  term,  $70  00 

second  term,  56  00 

Miss  I.  S.  Wood,  third  term,  84  00 

Incidentals,  20  83 


East  School. 


Paid  Miss  Elizabeth  Lothrop,  1867,  $96  00 

Miss  S.  M.  Wilson,  first  term,  80  00 

Miss  M.  E.  Minter,  second  term,  80  00 

"     third  term,  120  00 

Incidentals,  41  33 

of  1867,  5  00 


» 

Jerusalem  SchGv>l. 

Paid  Miss  S.  J.  Eandall,  first  term,  $80  00 

"  >  "  second  term,  80  00 
"          "      third  term, 

Incidentals,  18  62 


North  School. 

Paid  Miss  L.  S.  Kiddell,  first  term,  $70  00 

second  term,  70  00 
"        "      third  term, 

,     Incidentals,  28  52 


$356  24 


$230  83 


$426  33 


$178  62 


$168  52 
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North  Central  School. 

Paid  Miss  Lucy  Holden,  first  term,  $80  00 

Miss  Mary  Lincoln,  second  term,  76  00 

"          "       third  term,  100  00 

Incidentals,  40  93 


Soufn  School. 

Paid  Miss  Caroline  Howard,  first  term,  $80  00 

"  "      second  term,  80  00 

"  "      third  term, 

Incidentals,  27  32 

  8187  32 

Total,  $2,574  86 


EOADS  AND  BKIDGES. 

Appropriation  1868. 

District  No.  I. 

F.  E.  Howard,  Surveyor, 
Expended, 


District  No.  2. 

H.  W.  Leach,  Surveyor, 
Expended, 


District  No.  3. 

Erland  Thayer,  Surveyor, 
Expended, 


$94  19 


District  No.  4. 

Pardon  Copeland,  Surveyor,  $159  27 

Expended,  135  70 

$23  57 

District  No.  5. 

H.  H.  Whitman,  Surveyor,  $110  80 

Expended,  70  15 

$40  65 

District  No.  6. 

Barnabas  Dunbar,  Surveyor,  $301  97 

Expended,  191  86 

$110  11 

District  No.  7. 

J.  Q.  Hartwell,  Surveyor,  $159  27 

Expended,  111  99 

$47  28 


Total  amount  expended,  $1,044  30 

"       "     reserved,  455  70 

Bridge  in  Jerusalem  appropriated  but  not  expended,  100  00 

$1,600  00 

There  is  a  bill  of  828.00  against  the  town  for  extra  work  on  a 
bridge  in  District  No.  6. 

For  the  appropriation  of  1867  there  has  been  paid  to 


Elam  Howard,  -                    $49  05 

James  Howard,  35  67 

Davis  Keith,  1  50 

George  D.  Kyder,  25 

S.  N.  Howard,  106  81 
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Thomas  Ames,  7  00 

J.  B.  Holmes,  1  00 

Horatio  Howard,  18  00 


$219  28 


STATE  AID. 


Amount  paid  out  from  March  1,  1868,  to  March  1,  1869. 


Mr.  Seneca  Fulsom,        on  acc't  of  son  Henry  M., 

$96 

00 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Coffin, 

<« . 

her  husband,  Alonzo  K., 

96 

00 

Mrs.  L.  B.  Shaw, 

a 

her  husband,  Asa  E., 

96 

00 

Mrs.  Mary  Mullens, 

<< 

her  husband,  John, 

88 

00 

Patrick  Dorgan, 

K 

self, 

72 

00 

John  Sweeney, 

a 

self, 

72 

00 

Edgar  E.  Colwell, 

« ( 

self, 

72 

00 

Mrs.  C.  E.  Hansell, 

a 

her  husband,  Edward  W., 

48 

00 

Mrs.  Salome  Stetson, 

<< 

her  son  James  M,, 

48 

00 

Mrs.  Sophronia  H.  Millett, 

a 

her  son  George  L., 

48 

00 

Mrs.  Lucinda  S.  Lothrop, 

a 

her  son  Francis, 

48 

00 

Mrs.  -Elizabeth  J.  Dunlap, 

ft 

her  husband,  John, 

48 

00 

Capt.  C.  E.  Churchill, 

<« 

self, 

30 

00 

J.  P.  Gallagher, 

<  < 

self, 

24  00 

( 

^886 

00 

One  of  the  above  named  persons  is  not  now  receiving  aid,  and  aid 
to  others  may  be  discontinued  as  circumstances  seem  to  require. 


EXPENSES  OF  POOE  OUT  OF  ALMS  HOUSE, 

Paid  Town  of  Easton,  balance  due  for  support  of  A.  A.  James,  $  38 
David  Cobb,  goods  furnished  Mrs.  S.  A.  Pike  and 

family  to  May  19,  1868,  18  00 

George  Leonard,  goods  furnished  D.  T.  Eaton  and 

4    family  to  June  4,  1868,  35  94 

D.  T.  Eaton  for  rent  of  house,  8  00 
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George  M.  Leach,  board  and  funeral  expenses  of 

Jepthah  Leach,  36  50 

Town  of  North  Bridgewater  supplies  furnished  Jesse 

Dunbar,  5  00 

Samuel  Ryder,  supplies  furnised  Patrick  Fraher  and 

family,  28  74 

Town  of  North  Bridgewater,  supplies  Mrs.  S.  A. 

Pike  and  family,  18  00 

Timothy  W.  Fisher,  supplies  furnished  himself  and 

family,  16  00 

Town  of  Randolph,  supplies  furnished  AbbieFadden 

and  family,  83  88 

Town  of  Randolph,  pr.  shoes  for  Mrs.  Fadden's  child,  1  75 

"    "       "       Amt.  paid  State  Reform  School  for 

Francis  Fadden,  to  Jan.  1st,  1869,  16  36 

Town  of  Mansfield,  support  of  Mrs.  Abigail  Snell,  22  68 

Austin  Packard,  expense  of  taking  deposition  of 
Jonathan  Copeland  in  regard  to  the  Jacob 
Talbot  family,  12  00 

$303  23 

BELONGING  TO  OTHER  TOWNS. 

Paid  Dr.  Richards  for  medical  attendance  on  James  W. 

White,  who  belongs  at  Norton,  $15  00 

Howard  &  Clark,  for  funeral  expenses  of  wife  of  A. 

Ashport,  (Plymouth,)  18  00 

Howard  &  Clark  for  funeral  expenses  of  Jacob  Tal- 
bot, (Stoughton,)  J  4  00 

$47  00 


REPAIRS  ON  SCHOOL  HOUSES,  $400. 

Paid  Horace  Bartlett,  grading  Centre  Primary  school  lot,  $24  00 

S.  N.  Howard,  soil  and  carting  on    "         "      "  13  50 

George  Hnyward,  fence,  &c,     "     "         "      "  117  17 

0.  S.  Soule,  blinds  for  the  Primary  school  house,  21  70 
2 
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Paid  Herman  Leonard,  work  on    Primary  school  house,  6  00 

George  Wilbar,       "    "    Centre  school  house,  7  92 

P.  E.  Howard,         "    "       "       "       "    land,  75 

Albert  Copeland,  repairs  on  North  Centre  school  house,  62  33 

Davis  Copeland,        "     "     "        "        "       "  9  50 

Lewis  G.  Howard,     "     "    Jerusalem  school  house,  10  12 

George  Wilbar,  repairs  on  Primary  school  house,  30  42 

Cyrus  Leonard,     "      "     "          "       "  42  62 

Simeon  J.  Dunbar,  desks,  &c.,  136  18 


$482  21 


CLEAKING  SNOW. 
Paid  for  clearing  he  Highway  from  snow  that  fell  principally  March 


21st,  1868: 

Paid  Friend  W.  Howard,  $71  30 

Pardon  Copeland,  58  10 

J.  Q.  Hart  well,  37  30 

S.  N.  Howard,  14  90 

Horace  Bartlett,  13  90 

Erland  Thayer,  13  80 

James  Copeland,  10  80 

Cyrus  Alger,  10  40 

J.  H.  Packard,  10  35 

And  by  thirty  five  town  orders  in  sums  of  less  than  ten 

dollars  each,  amounting  to  123  75 


$364  60 


INCIDENTALS, 

Paid  A.  T.  Jones,  printing  town  reports,  $84  00 

F.  E.  Howard,  treasurer  of  parish,  use  of  vestry,  75  00 

J.  W.  Edson,  damage  to  carriage  by  defect  in  bridge,  50  00 

F.  E.  Howard,  stationary,  postage,  books,  &c,  6  16 


James  Howard,  expense  to  Boston,  No.  Bridgewater,  &c,     8  00 
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Paid  Nahum  Leonard,  Jr.,  stationary,  2  25 


W.  J.  Stanley,  tolling  bell,  4  50 

Hiram  Howard,  gravel,  4  67 

S.  L.  Pratt,  going  with  hearse  twenty  three  times,  69  00 

Luther  Eichards,  gravel,  4  40 

A.  L.  Alger,  plank  for  bridge,  15  99 

Horace  D.  Howard,  gravel,  3  50 

Shepherd  L.  Pratt,  services  as  selectman  5  days,             10  00 

Francis  Perkins,  cinder,  8  00 

S.  J.  Dunbar,  school  committee,  for  books,  1  38 


$346  85 


ABATEMENTS. 


The  Selectmen  have  abated  the  following^axes : 

1867—  On  Heal  Estate,  T.  Conoly,  $1  35 

"    and  Poll,  John  F.  Ames,  2  52 

u     «     «    x  w  higher,  4  38 

"     "     "    Horatio  Shaw,  7  72 

Personal  Property,  trustees  of  Baptist  Society,  17  12 

Eeal  Estate,  Martha  L.  Town,  2  02 

And  various  poll  taxes  to  the  amount  of  42  20 

1868—  On  Eeal  Estate,  W.  0.  Alger,  10  CO 

"    and  Poll,  Patrick  Fraher,  5  73 

Poll,  Edmund  Alger,  1  88 

"    Anthony  Dempsey,  1  88 

"    Albertus  Edson,  1  88 

"    Peter  Keenan,  1  88 

"    Ira  E.  Morey,  1  88 

"    A.  E.  Winship,  1  88 


$104  32 


Various  other  applications  on  taxes  of  1867-8  has  been  made  for 
abatement,  but  no  others  have  as  yet  been  allowed. 
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AUDITOR'S  REPORT. 


Paid  Austin  Packard  services  as  Town  Clerk,  $23  GO 

George  M.  Pratt,  Treasurer  and  Collector,  25  00 

Thos.  Pratt,  Constable,  1  25 

James  Howard,  Services  as  Selectman,  &c,  54  25 

for  rent  of  Office,  8  33 

Caleb  Copeland,  Jr.,  Selectman,  &c,  25  00 

James 'Copeland,  for  Stone,  12  00 

Auditor,  1  00 

Henry  H.  Whitman,  Auditor,  1  00 

Lewis  G-.  Howard,  Auditor,  1  00 

Simeon  J.  Dunbar,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  50  00 

Cyrus  Leonard,                "            "  51  00 

"       0*        services  in  repairing  school  house,  10  00 

Jonathan  C.  Keith,  Selectman,  &c.,  20  00 

Nahum  Leonard,  Jr.       "        "  43  00 

Francis  E.  Howard,    H  "        "  6s  00 


$389  43 

HENRY  H.  WHITMAN,") 

JAMES  COPELAND,       [  Auditors. 

LEWIS  G.  HOWAKD  ) 

We  recommend  that  the  Auditing  Committee  meet  to  examine  ac- 


counts twice  during  each  year,  viz.,  once  on  or  near  the  Saturday  pre- 
ceding the  annual  November  election,  and  again  on  or  near  the  last 
Saturday  in  February. 


Estimated  expenses  for  the  year  commencing  March  1,  1869. 
Schools,  $2,500  00 

Roads  and  Bridges,  2,000  00 

Incidentals,  1,200  00 

Poor,  1,000  00 

Repairs  on  School  Houses,  300  00 


$  7,000  00 
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KECEIPTS. 


The  Treasurer  Las  received  the  following  sums  : 

Mar.    1,  1868.    Balance  due  the  town  on  settlement,      $4,817  94 

Use  of  hearse,  Wm.  Prophett,  2  00 

June  29.  B.  Howard,  Treasurer  of  the  Monument  Association,  62  00 

Aug.    4.  Borrowed  of  Austin  Packard,  Esq.,  709  25 

Oct.    5.  Tax  hills  for  1868,  10,509  53 

31.  Borrowed  of  H.  L.  Washburn,  500  00 

Nov.  18.  J.  H.  Loud,  state  aid,  217  65 

"  "     "    board  of  Charles  Riley,  15  00 

23.  E.  Hancock,  work  on  highway,  8  78 

Dec.  10.  J.  H.  Loud,  state  aid,  1,432  18 

"   "    "    corporation  tax,  222  12 

June  1.  Cyrus  Leonard,  old  hearse,  7  00 

Dec.  31.  J.  D.  Burrell,  hearse  house,  22  00 
Jan.  11.  1869,  Norton,  aid  to  James  W.  White, 

Dr.  Richards'  bill,  15  00 

Jan.  1.  Tax  of  Hannah  Colwell,  1868,  4  84 

"    "    Ira  A.  Pratt,       "  5  45 

"   "    Edward  Magnor,  "  2  00 

25.  J.  H.  Loud,  portion  of  school  fund,  153  03 

Feb.  1.  Balance  of  corporation  tax,  13  75 

10.  J.  &  H.  Howard,  difference  on  oxen,  15  00 

13.  George  Hay  ward,  bill  due  town,  7  17 

17.  E.  Hancock,          "     "     "  28  00 

Mar.  1 .  Town  orders  unpaid,  31  56 


$18,801  75 

TOWN  NOTES. 

AMT.  INT.  * 

Ezra  S.  Copeland,                          $35  $6  00 

Betsy  Edson,                                 300  13  50 

Lydia  B.  Shaw,                             300  97  68 

Charlotte  Packard,                         600  142  31 

Austin  Packard,                           1809  25  449  06 

Chas.  H.  Colwell,                         100  2  33 
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>T  T     TT  1 

Nancy  J.  Howard, 

1000 

28  67 

Azel  Howaxd 

1000 

F.  E.  Howard,  as  guardian, 

70 

6  80 

Francis  Dunbar, 

1050 

90  82 

Bradford  Packard, 

300 

1  50 

Monument  Association, 

1768  31 

204  34 

88332  56 

$1,124  06 

8,332  56 

$9,456  62 

There  is  in  the  Treasury 

"100  00,  not  drawing  interest,  deposited 

by  George  D.  Eyder,  towards  the  erection  of  a  soldiers'  monument. 


DEBT  OF  TOWN. 


Dr. 

Outstanding  notes  with  interest  to  March  1,  1869,            $9,456  62 

Alms  House  bills,  91  71 

A.  L.  Alger's  bill,  28  00 


$9,576  33 

Cr. 

Balance  in  Treasury,  on  settlement,  March  1,  1869,  $5,801  49 

Due  state  aid,  1868,  886  00 

"     to  March  1,  1869,  124  00 

Town  of  Plymouth,  18  00 

"     Stoughton,  14  00 

State,,  on  account  of  Patrick  Fraher,  14  69 

Alms  House  bills  81  22 

•Other  sources,  10  00 


$6,949  40 


Leaving  the  Town  in  debt,  March  1,  1869,  $2,626.93 
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INVENTORY  OF  PERSONAL    PROPERTY   AT  THE  ALMS 
HOUSE,  EEB.  22,  1869. 


1 

1 

Horse, 

$75  00 

A 

Oxen, 

210  00 

A 

Cows, 

225  00 

A 

Heifers, 

90  00 

i 
l 

Bull, 

30  00 

Q 
O 

Swine, 

45  00 

AO 

Fowls, 

25  00 

Carriage  &  Harness,  45  00 

9ft 

Bushels  Corn, 

20  00 

64 

"  Barley, 

9  75 

2 

"  Meal, 

2  00 

7 

tons  English  Hay, 

154  00 

5 

"   Meadow  " 

60  00 

75 

"bushels  Potatoes, 

67  50 

1 

"  Turnips, 

1  00 

2 

"  Beans, 

8  00 

200 

lbs.  Ham, 

44  00 

100 

"  Lard, 

25  00 

69 

"  Butter, 

34  50 

i  ^ 

84- 

400      "  Salt  Pork, 

88 

300     "     "  Beef, 

50 

no 

bl.  Elour, 

10 

UU 

Groceries, 

5 

uu 

15    lbs.  Candles, 

2 

00 

12     "  Tallow, 

1 

50 

\  bl.  Soap, 

2 

40 

37^  cords  Manure, 

225 

00 

Furniture, 

12 

84 

Beds  and  Bedding, 

82 

50 

Crockery  and  Ware,  26 

90 

Farming  Tools, 

68 

50 

Carts,  Wheels,  &c, 

108 

00 

500    feet  Boards, 

10 

00 

10J  M.  Shingles  at  Mill,  31 

50 

81,910 

73 

POOR  AT  THE  ALMS  HOUSE.  * 
Dr. 


Elijah  Hancock,  salary  as  Keeper, 

$250 

00 

F.  E.  Howard,  3  bushels  barley, 

4 

50 

S.  L.  Pratt,  difference  in  horses, 

25 

00 

Elijah  Hancock,  labor,  by  Gr.  0,  Talbot, 

30 

00 

Cr.  R.  Drake,  goods, 

281 

11 

Charles  Perkins,  goods, 

26 

12 

J.^C.  Keith,  grass  seed, 

5 

07 

James  Howard,  3  swine, 

14 

00 

A.  S.  Edson,  painting, 

19 

14 

Jon.  &  H.  Howard,  bull, 

22 

00 

Azel  Howard,  pasture, 

4 

80 

G.  M.  Pratt,  2  swine, 

8 

00 

A.  L.  Alger,  saw  bill  of  1868, 

4 

84 

1864, 

7 

76 

Hay  ward  &  Eddy,  saw  bill  for  shingles,  1868, 

10 

62 

$712  96 
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The  keeper  of  the  Alms  House,  Mr.  Elijah  Hancock,  has  paid  from 
the  receipts  at  the  Alms  House,  the  following  sums : 


work  on  farm, 

<a>  o  -  a  n 

(frOD  4:/ 

Smith  work, 

22  30 

Corn  and  Meal, 

49  10 

Cash,  ijr.  si.  Drake,  store  bill, 

30  CO 

Clothing  and  Bedding, 

■  2d  40 

Bull, 

30  00 

Meat  and  ±isn, 

zo  iy 

Farming  Utensils, 

3  55 

TX                  1        1    1     11               *  • 

Household  Furniture, 

3  75 

Repairs  on  Buildings, 

9  bo 

Grass  Seed, 

9  19 

Garden  Seeds, 

1  25 

Repairs  on  Harness, 

2  00 

Threshing  Grain, 

2  00 

Medicine, 

2  30 

Repairs'  on  Carriages, 

1  50 

Groceries, 

6  50 

Sundries, 

2  15 

Soap, 

*     3  90 

Potatoes, 

2  00 

8243  40 

There  has  been  during  the  year  expended  for  the  Alms  House,  the 
following  sums,  viz. : 


For  Grain  and  Meal,  222  58 

Clothing  and  Cloth,  98  86 

7  bbls.  Flour,  87  75 

Sugars,  40  79 

Molasses,  13  60 

11  lbs.  Tea,  11  60 

Coffee,  6 

Cocoa,  1 
Shells, 

Beef,  18 


30 
43 
23 
20 


Fish,  8  57 

Salt,  8  35 

Apples,  9  32 

Medicine,  7  87 

Tobacco,  7  69 

Kerosene,  3  22 

Raisins,  2  61 

8  lbs.  Saleratus,  96 
3  lbs.  Cream  Tartar.      2  05 

Beans.  2  22 


This  account  is  included  in  the  preceeding  accounts. 
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POOE  AT  THE  ALMS  HOUSE. 


Or. 


Eec'd  of  Town,  work  on  Highway, 

$14  38 

J.  &  H.  Howard,  difference  on  oxen, 

55  00 

Milo  Manly,            "  cows, 

15  00 

3  Calves, 

32  50 

Chickens, 

24  25 

Turkeys, 

7  00 

Use  of  Cattle, 

11  00 

Work, 

18  00 

Hay, 

5  00 

Hide, 

7  45 

Alger  &  Dunbar,  Bill  of  1867, 

13  20 

Butter, 

75  91 

Cheese, 

29  53 

Candles, 

3  82 

Pork, 

24  78 

2  Swine, 

12  00 

Bull, 

25  00 

Milk, 

31 

Eggs, 

3  01 

Lard, 

14  55 

Premium  on  Cheese, 

3  00 

Eec  d  of  George  Hay  ward, 

4  17 

A.  N.  Peckham, 

13  00 

Cyrus  Alger, 

2  87 

Jjlljdll  E1U.UCOCK, 

2ft  ftfi 

Albert  L.  Alger, 

2  33 

Benj.  Marshall, 

3  00 

Lewis  G-.  Howard, 

1  60 

Bills  rec'd  from  State,  on  account  of  C.  Biley* 

15  00 

$467  12 

BILLS  DUE  ALMS  HOUSE. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Swan, 

$18  60 

Columbus  Alger, 

6  46 

3 
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H.  G.  0.  Skinner,  4  50 

Almon  Bounds,  2  00 

Other  Sources.  £0  00 


$81  22 

"  Bills  due  from  Alms  House  to  individuals : 

Tr  J.  C.  Swan,  $9  00 

George  E.  Drake,  groceries,  &c,  12  85 

Mr.  Dean,  grain,  &c,  10  67 

Daniel  Brown,  ^  barrel  soap,  2  50 

Elijah  Hancock,  on  account.  15  02 

"          "    two  months  salary,  41  67 


$91  71 


EECAPITUJATION   OF    EECEIPTS    AND  EXPENDITUEES 

CONNECTED  WITH  THE  ALMS  HOUSE. 

Expenditures. 

Paid  by  Elij  \h  Hancock,  $243  40 

Out  of  Treasury,  712  96 

Unpaid  bills,  91  71 

Value  of  personal  property,  March  1st,  1868,  1,617  15 


$2,665  22 


Eeceipts. 

Prom  various  sources,  $467  12 

Bills  due  the  Poor  House,  (some  doubtful,)  81  22 

Estimat3d  value  of  personal  property,  March  1,  1869,  1,910  73 


$2,459  07 


Leaving  a  balance  against  the  House  to  the  amount  of  $206  15, 
this  added  to  the  interest  of  the  estate  (231  81)  as  heretofore,  gives 
$437  96,  add  interest  on  cost  of  new  building  (1867)  about  12  00, 
gives  the  cost  of  supporting  the  poor  the  present  year  to  be  $449  96. 
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Average  number  in  the  House  during  the  year,  5^ 
Cost  per  week,  including  interest  on  estate,  about  $1  69 

"  excluding,      "  "  77 

Names  and  ages  of  the  inmates  at  the  Alms  House, 

Ephraim  Packard,  69  years ;  Otis  Willis,  63  ;  Fanny  Keith,  66  ; 
Esther  S.  James,  4  ;  George  M.  Colwell,  4. 

Eelief  during  the  past  year  has  been  rendered  to  31  travellers. 


LIST  OF  JUEOES. 

List  of  the  names  of  persons  selected  as  Jurors  to  be  presented  to 
the  Town  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  March  15  th. 


1856. 

Davis  Alger. 

1868.  Lucius  Gurney, 

Barnabas  Dunbar. 

Cyrus  Leonard, 

1858. 

Josiah  Q.  Hartwell, 

Abiel  Washburn, 

1863. 

Friend  W.  Howard, 

1869.  James  Alger, 

Erland  Thayer, 

Caleb  Copeland,  Jr. 

1864. 

Martin  Dunbar, 

Simeon  J.  Dunbar, 

Lucius  Hayward, 

Charles  Howard, 

1866. 

Charles  E.  Churchell, 

Milo  Howard, 

Perez  P.  Field, 

William  H.  Jennings, 

Linus  E.  Hayward, 

Henry  S.  Keith, 

John  B.  Holmes, 

Elihu  Leonard, 

1867. 

Albert  Copeland, 

George  M.  Pratt, 

George  Hayward, 

Charles  Beed, 

Jismes  Howard, 

John  Bichards, 

Leavitt  T.  Howard, 

Molbry  A.  Bipley, 
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TOWN  MEETING-. 

On  MONDAY,  at  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  MarchJSth,  1869. 
Article  1.    To  choose  a  Moderator. 

Art.  2.  To  hear  and  act  upon  the  report  of  any  Officers  or 
Committees  of  the  Town. 

Art.  3.  To  choose  all  necessary  Town  Officers  for  the  en- 
suing  year. 

Art.  4.  To  determine  the  manner  of  repairing  the  High- 
ways and  Bridges  the  ensuing  year. 

Art.  5.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Town  the  ensuing  year,  and  deter- 
mine how  the  same  shall  be  appropriated  and  when  paid. 

Art.  6.  To  consider  and  allow  accounts  against  the  Town, 
and  to  determine  when  the  same  shall  be  presented. 

Art.  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  choose  a  Superintendent  of 
the  Public  Schools  and  decide  upon  the  salary  of  the  same. 

Art.  8.  (By  request,)  To  see  if  the  Town  will  choose  some 
person  as  Superintendent  of  the  Alms  House,  who  may  employ 
the  Warden  and  shall  have  the  general  charge  and  management 
of  the  Alms  House  property. 

Art.  9.  (By  request,)  To  see  if  the  Town  will  purchase  two 
or  more  acres  of  land  adjoining  Pine  Hill  Cemetery  ;  for  the 
purpose  of  enlarging  said  Cemetery  ;  or  to  convey  and  dispose 
of  its  right  and  title  of  said  Cemetery  to  the  proprietors  thereof, 
that  they  may  elect  five  or  more  persons  as  Trustees  who  with 
their  successors  shall  hold  the  same  in  "Jperpetual  trust  for  the 
benefit  of  the  present  and  future  generations. 

Art.  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  sell  or  otherwise  dispose  of 
their  portion  of  the  School  House  and  other  property  connected 
therewith,  situated  in  East  Bridgwater,  to  the  inhabitants  of  that 
'  town  :  and  to  make  the  necessary  arrangemets  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  those  scholars  who  may  desire  to  attend  school  at  that  or 
some  near  and  convenient  place. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

F.  E.  HOWARD,   )     Selectmen  of 
N.  LEONARD,  Jr.  J  West  Briclgewater. 
West  Bridgewater,  March  1,  1869 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT. 


Marriages  recorded  in   West  Bridgewater  in  the  year  1868 

George  H.  French  and  Alma  Bell. 
Joseph  Morse  and  Mary  J.  Lumbert. 
Joseph  H.  Hall  and  Alice  Ryder. 
Freeman  Holmes  and  Ellen  F.  Bird. 
Gardner  W.  Lawrence  and  Mary  E.  Ryder. 
Albert  Howard  and  Sarah  E.  Howard. 
Amasa  F.  Harradon  and  Roxellana  Howard. 
Sidney  D.  H.  Hill  and  Emma  J.  Tinkham. 
Granville  0.  Talbot  and  Freelove  A.  Phylis. 
William  B.  Farwell  and  Anna  M  Richards. 

Intentions  of  Marriage  between  the  following  persons  have  been  re- 
corded, but  no  certificates  of  the  Marriage  of  either  of  them  have  been 
returned  to  this  town  : 

Mar.  14,  Robert  Charnock,  Jr.  and  Mary  E  Cunole. 
Aug  29  Bradford  S.  Kingman  and  Helen  Mitchell. 
Nov.    7,       John  Courtney  and  Margaret  Ryan. 


Feb. 

13, 

Mar. 

15, 

June 

23, 

July 

23, 

Sept. 

3, 

Oct. 

h 

Dec. 

3, 

8, 

24, 

The  number  of  Births  recorded  in  the  year  1868,  is  forty -five. 


22 


Djaths  Registered  in  West  Bridgewater  during  the  year  1868. 


Date. 


N  ames. 


Yrs.  Mos.  Dys. 


Cause  of  Death. 


libenezer  Blake, 
Keiih  Basseit, 
Martha  A.  Gurney, 
John  M.  Lothrop, 
Josiah  Richards, 
Lucy  Pope, 
Herbert  N.  Howard, 
Albeit  Forbes, 
Edward  M.  Lincoln, 
Lizzie  VV.  Hall, 
Hannah  B.  Billings, 
Jonathan  Ames, 
Marv  Mather, 
Eunice  Talbot, 
Abbie  E.  Crane, 
Horace  H.  Horton, 
Mary  W.  Shaw, 
Henry  H.  t'isher, 
Alice  W.  Upson, 
Maria  J.  Shaw, 
Deborah  1).  Wales, 
Jonathan  C.  Keith, 
Horace  M .Caldwell. 


81 

8 

27 

76 

7 

34 

4 

17 

35 

7 

1 

85 

g 

53 

7 

20 

5 

24 

64 

4 

11 

20 

12 

2 

30 

58 

6 

L5 

83 

10 

57 

2 

2 

41 

S 

13 

9 

27 

3 

25 

27 

2 

2S 

17 

7 

17 

27 

7 

5 

17 

6 

3 

78 

22 

44 

1 

8 

w 

1 

4 

Old  Age. 

Heart  Disease. 

Indurated  Tumor. 

Consumption. 

Pneumonia. 

Heart  Disease, 

Gunshot  Wounds. 

Congestion  of  Lungs. 

Consumption. 

Anhsemia. 

Heart  Disease. 

Heart  Disease. 

Consumption. 

Consumption. 

Dysentery. 

Consumption. 

Consumption. 

Consumption. 

Consumption 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Pleuropneumonia. 

Consumption. 


AUSTIN  PACKARD,  Town  Clerk. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 


The  School  Committee  in  presenting  their  annual  report,  are 
pleased  to  say  that  they  can  congratulate  the  town  upon  the  gen- 
eral success  and  prosperity  of  the  schools  during  the  past  year. 

j  By  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  schools,  herewith  pre- 

I  sented,  it  will  appear  that  our  schools  with  a  very  limited  excep- 
tion, have  been  provided  with  teachers  of  superior  talent  and 
ability  in  their  calling,  and  have  carried  along  the  schools  under 

:  their  charge,  with  more  than  ordinary  success.  And  the  excep- 
tions to  the  general  condition  and  prosperity  of  the  several  schools 

I — one  of  which  may  be  considered  quite  prominent, — should 

£  stimulate  us  to  renewed  exertions  and  vigilance  to  secure  teach 

iers  whose  ability  and  fidelity  have  been  proved. 

With  the  enlarged  appropriation  of  last  year,  for  the  support 

I  of  schools,  and  a  balance  of  school  money  heretofore  left  in  the 
Town  Treasury,  the  Committee  have  been  able  to  provide  three 
terms  of  schools,  in  each  district,  two  of  ten  weeks  each, — one  in 
the  spring  and  one  in  the  autumn, — and  a  winter  term,  when  it 
was  supposed  the  most  larger  pupils  would  be  able  to  attend,  of 
twelve  weeks,  making  an  aggregate  of  thirty-two  weeks  for  each 
school  in  town  • 

,  The  Committee  have  ascertained  that  the  additional  term  to 
f  the  schools  enabled  them,  in  two  or  three  instances,  to  procure 
|  teachers  of  the  highest  excellence,  and  retain  others  at  a  lower 

price  than  they  could  otherwise  have  done,  besides  furnishing  the 

children  in  town,  with  the  additional  schooling. 
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The  schools  have  severally  cost  as  follows,  viz. : 

Centre  School. — Grammar  Department. 

Teacher's  wages  for  thirty  two  w>eks,    $304  00 

Fuel                    "             "              34  18 

Incidentals,                                         16  11 

Primary  Department. 

Teacher's  wages,                               $224  00 

Fuel,                                                21  50 

Incidentals,                                          6  24 


$606  03 


South  School. 

Teacher's  wages  for  thirty  two  weeks,  $256  00 

Fuel,  20  50 

Incidentals,                       *  8  33 


$284  83 


Cochesett  Schools. — Grammar  Department , 

Teacher's  wages  for  thirty  two  weeks,  $310  00 

Primary         "       thirty       "  210  00 

Fuel                          "       "  '40  00 

Incidentals,  27  07 


$587  07 


Jerusalem  School. 

Teacher's  wages  for  thirty  two  weeks,  $256  00 

Fuel                   "             "  16  37 

Incidentals,  7  70 


$280  07 


East  School. 

Teacher's  wages  for  thirty  two  weeks,  $280  00 
Fuel  "  «  27  00 

Incidentals,  14  43 

$321  43 
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North  School. 

0236  00 
28  52 
9  75 


$274  27 


#256  00 
29  75 
11  18 


#296  93 

Paid  the  School  Committee  of  East  Bridgewater  for  this  town's 
part  of  the  School  in  Beaver  District,  $128  00 

Making  an  aggregate  cost  of  the  Schools  for  all  the  year, 
82,778  63 

The  Assessors  of  the  town  report  the  number  of  persons  there- 
in on  the  first  day  of  May  last,  to  he  four  hundred  thirty-five. 
Twenty-one  of  this  number,  attend  the  Beaver  school  in  East 
Bridgewater ;  the  remaining  four  hundred  and  fourteen  are  divi- 
ded among  nine  different  schools. 

The  Committee  think  it  desirable  to  continue  the  three  terms 
of  school  a  year  to  each  district,  as  they  were  established  last 
year  ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  present  condition  of  two  schools 
in  town,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  furnish  them  with  male 
teachers  for  the  ensuing  year,  especially  the  Grammar  School  in 
the  Centre  District.  It  is  also  economy  to  retain  such  old  teach- 
ers as  have  given  the  best  satisfaction.  In  order  to  meet  these 
apparent  necessities,  there  must  be  a  larger  appropriation  there- 
for. The  Committee  therefore,  recommend  the  town  to  raise  the 
sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  for  the  support  of  schools,  as  being 
the  smallest  sum  with  which  the  above  necessities  can  be  met. 
They  also  recommend  the  town  to  raise  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
dollars  for  fencing  the  grounds,  and  painting  and  repairing  the 
several  school  houses  therein. 

Since  the  town  has  directed  the  School  Cemmittee  to  appoint  a 
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Teacher's  wages  for  thirty  two  weeks. 
Fuel  "  " 

Incidentals, 


North  Centre  School. 

Teacher's  wages  for  thirty  two  weeks, 
Fuel  "  " 

Incidentals, 
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Superintendent  to  take  the  entire  supervision  and  management  of 
the  schools  therein,  visiting  the  schools  has  not  been  a  duty  in- 
cumbent on  the  Committee,  except  in  urgent  cases,  other  than  de- 
volves upon  all  citizens  alike,  Yet  some  one  or  more  of  them 
have  visited  the  schools  once  or  twice  during  each  term. 

The  Committee  are  pleased  to  say  that  our  efficient  Superin- 
tendent has  done  his  duty  "faithfully  and  well."  But  they  most 
sincerely  regret  that  any  citizea,  especially  a  professional  gen- 
tleman, being  a  regular  correspondent  of  a  public  journal,  would 
so  compromise  his  dignity  as  to  use  insinuations  and  accusations 
relating  to  the  omissions  and  commissions  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee, which  have  no  foundation  in  facts. 


JAMES  HOWAED, 
LEWIS  Gr.  HOWAED, 
BEADFOBD  PACKAED, 
CYEUS  ALGEB, 
DAyiS  COPELAND, 
E.  E.  EICHAEDS. 


School 
Committee. 


West  Bridgewater,  March  1,  1869. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

supERiJSTTEJsrrniiisrT, 

FOE    THE    YE  AK    186  8—  9. 


In  my  visits  to  the  several  Schools  during  the  year,  I  have 
[carefully  observed  the  discipline  and  methods  of  instruction  pur- 
sued, and  their  results.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state, 
that  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  expectations  founded  at  the 
^commencement  of  the  year,  have  been  fully  realized,  and  in  some 
Instances  exceeded.  The  Committee  have  been  fortunate  in  secur- 
ing the  services  of  so  many  enthusiastic  teachers.  The  success 
of  a  school,  other  things  being  equal,  is  measured  by  the  enthu- 
siasm of  the  teacher.  The  quantity  and  quality  of  the  work 
^performed  the  past  year  entitle  the  teachers  and  pupils  to  much 
credi  t. 

Durirg  the  Fall  and  Winter  terms  the  exercises  of  the  schools 
have  been  seriously  interrupted  by  sickness  which  has  prevailed 
jto  an  unusual  extent.  In  two  instances  the  schools  were  closed 
a  few  weeks.  Although  sickness  has  been  the  main  cause  of 
(the  low  average  attendance,  I  am  constrained  to  believe  there 
►are  many  cases  of  absence  for  which  no  sufficient  reason  can  be 
given,  I  refer  to  this  subject,  indulging  the  hope,  that  parents  will 
'give  it  their  earnest  attention,  and  be  induced  to  cooperate  with 
teachers  in  their  efforts  to  remove  an  evil,  so  injurious  in  its  in- 
ifluence  upon  Schools.  The  evils  of  tardiness  are  as  great  as  those 
ofabsense.  It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  no  scholar  will  be  encouraged 
in  tardiness  by  the  example  of  the  teacher.  The  moral  qualifica- 
tions of  our  teachers  have  generally  been  of  a  high  order  and  the 
influence  of  their  example  cannot  be  estimated.  Only  the  wise  and 
the  good  should  be  entrusted  with  educating  the  immortal  mind. 


CYRUS  LEONARD,  Superintendent 


Whole  No.  Scholars,        Av.  Attnce.        No.  over  15.      No.  under  5 


TEACHERS. 

Names  of 
Schools. 

Grade. 

&i 
_c 

o. 
tj 

Fall. 

Winter 

Spring. 

Fall. 

Winter. 

Spring. 

Fall. 

Winter.  1 

Spring. 

Fall. 

Winter.  | 

Irene  Wood- 

Cochesett. 

Gram. 

50 

47 

41 

36 

8 

7 

 Wiswold. 

48 

40 

11 

Kate  M.  Brett. 

Prim. 

43 

46 

35 

34 

1 

Irene  S.  Wood. 

44 

37 

A.  C.  Austin. 

Centre. 

Gram. 

30 

36 

37 

26 

31 

31 

1 

3 

12 

Nellie  Forman. 

Prim. 

41 

38 

34 

29 

S.  W.  Alden. 

34 

27 

1 

Carrie  Howard. 

South. 

Mix'd 

'52 

47 

37 

37 

Sybil  Williams. 

Sarah  Wilson. 

East. 

55 

45 

3 

2 

Mary  E.  Winter. 

47 

43 

37 

33 

5 

5 

2 

1 

L.  S  Riddell. 

North. 

32 

30 

23 

- 

3 

H.  E.  Brown. 

34 

28 

2 

L  M  Holden. 

N.  Centre. 

24 

20 

4 

1 

Mary  Lincoln. 

27 

35 

22 

27 

4 

7 

1 

M.  J.  Randall. 

Jersa'lm 

37 

35 

33 

29 

27 

23 

3 

2 

3 

2 

i 


2 1  M  *» 
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